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LETTERS 



OF 



MADAME DE S^VIGNE, &c. 



fThe Letters with an asterisk before the number 
are neir Lettera.] 



LETTER DCCCLI. 

PBOM MADAME D£ SEVIGNE TO MADAME DE G&ICNAN. 

Paris, Wednesday, February 9, 1689. 

Our two Grignans are returned, and I am delighted ; 
their absence was tedipus^to^ me ^ Jfoju; soev is yery hand- 
some ; I scarcelyfd&re tetl^'y ou s», i^s J kdpvt it does you 
barm. . He is quite at^b^jmo-atco'ir^, is in raptures at 
being there, and is beiovi^d* b^> ^ yety, qne. The chevar 
b'er is perfectly satis^ed^w-ith hmy. Ypu are in the rights 
to prefer so ma^ gqc^^^fu^iuoo t6 tUe height of his 
person ; but he is not short : he will, at least, be as tall 
as the chevalier ; and his figure is, indeed, very agreeable 
and noble. 

The abbe T^tu returns you a thousand thanks for 
your kindness ; he has taken his vapours to Versailles {' 
he has mentioned me to madarae de Maintenon, respect- 
ing the representation of Eslh^er i she gave him a more 
favourable answer than I deserved: I shall go to Su' 

VOL. VIII. ' * 1 
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2 LETiEKS OF 

Cyr on Saturday or Tuesday, I shall speak of you, and 
pity you for not being able to see this miracle ; there will 
; be one every year to console the absentees. 

Fridajy February 11. 

I have informed yoa ikow well pleased M. de Charost 
is with hw master> and his Boaster vrith bira; and 
that M. de Lauzun's assertions hare done no harm to 
any one but bkiiself; he it aevertbeless admitted as 
before ; he is indebted for tbis, it is said, to the king of 
England. Esther continues to be performed. Madame 
de Caylus^, who was the ChampmSlee o£ the performers, 
is not to act any more : she was too good and too affect- 
ing an actress ; nothing but the pore simplicity of these 
little innocent souls is required ; I will give you a very 
good account of erery thing. The journey of madame 
de Chaolnes into Britany, is neither certain, nor near ; 
I will inform you from time to time of the situation of 
this affair. 

Mademoiselle d*Arpajon is now madame de Rouci : 
there is no. talk pf - fnade^dis^ll^f de- la Marck's mar- 
riage with "ktif 'onel . 'Coi^iA's «ufnwls hare not yet 
taken place, this ichHd isstiiy utificuU to christen. Yoa 
are too humorous^ upj£>B.€HeMibjec^ of your disagreeable 
sermon ; it was 1jnH0!iigh4o b^^ jfet the convent on fire : in 
Provence, you aS-e bbriged*tb44st€irlo strange preachers. 
We wc^re under no uneasiness with respect to the 
tardiness of the courier ; but we admired the chance 
• that made him fail us on the very day that we were 

* Madtme de Oiylus, daugliter of M. de Villette, was, according to 
the &ihioa of Britany, the niece of madame de Maintenon. HwS^m- 
vtmrtt written veiy pleaaantlyi are a faithful representation of the court 
of France at x\i\% period. Racine himself requested that she vaif^i taktt 
the part of Esther, and when it was thought neci^ssaiy for her to resign 
It, he wrote for her the beautiful prologue of Piety. 
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MADJME DV, SEVIONE. 3 

more desiroQs than aseal of receiving your letters ; this 
made the cheralier say God u God. 

Nothing, my child, is more certain than that all your 
illness proceeds from too much writing ; you are aware 
of this, but you will not own it. You should walk a little, 
and take the air when it is fine weather ; you have some 
very pleasant hours there, as we have here, and now, 
for instance, it is very mild : the month of February is 
much finer tl^ the month of May ; it must then be 
quite warm at Aix : let me advise you to take exercise, 
for it is death to be always confined to your box of a 
closet: the bare idea of it stifles me. 

I supped last night at M. de Lamoignon's with the 
duchess du Lude, who was returned from court, ma- 
dame de Coulanges, M. de Beauvaiai, and M. de Troyet. 
Daring supper, mademoiselle de Men disguised your 
son with some old black petticoats, which were put on 
80 well, and made him appear such a whimsical figure, 
that every one attacked him : he went to Monsieur's;, 
who talked to him a good while without knowing hiin, 
as well as M. de Chartres ; he answered erery one very 
smartly: this will give him confidence, though, in 
truth, the chevalier will tell you he does not want it. 
Adieu, my best and dearest child ; you are going to 
Marseilles, where you will see, in my opinion, the 
finest prospect in the world. 



• 2 
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* LETTERS Of 

LETTER DCCCLIL 

TO THE SAME. 

iVis, Monday, February 14, 1689. 
You dwell too much upon our uneasiness : it was not so 
extreme, when we found that no one had received letters 
from Provence, and we dr^w no other inference from it, 
than that the courier was not yet arrived^ It is true, we 
were not pleased with your sore throat, and less so in 
the heavy night-dews of Aix than elsewhere, and that 
we were anxious to hear from you ; the arrival of your 
letters gave us great pleasure ; all this is very natural^ 
and what you would have felt for us in the same case. 
You told us you had been to blame, that you had walk- 
ed in the rain, which gave you cold ; we were of your 
opinion, and as we took your word for your being to 
blame, we scolded you ; upon this you scold us in turn, 
and we scold you again. We are far from dissuading you 
from walking; quite the contrary, my dear child; walk 
and take exercise, breathe the fine air you are in, do 
not be always immured in that dark palace*, nor in 
that box of a cabinet. U.se your horses, or they will 
suffer as well as you: but shut yourself up when it is 
cold, when you have a sore throai; above all, do not 
repent of having informed us truly of the state of your 
health ; we love truth, and therefore, my dear child, do 
not deceive us. M. du Bois, who is madame de la 
Fayette's physician r.nd mine, wants to be yours also ; 
he wants to write to you, to prescribe bleeding in the 
foot, and then to take periwinkle tea, which will restore 
your health and purify your blood : this, he says, is 

* M. de Grignan Uved at Aul in the old palace bcbnging to the counts 
of Provence.. 
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MaDAMI^ DE SEV1€N£. > 

^(Hind treatment and a «ure remedy. What grievesi m« 
most is, the deplorable state of your castle, as ^ell from* 
the violence of the winds^ as the folly of the coadjutor, 
.which is as fatal as the storm. How absurd is his con- 
duct! to build and pull down like children, who are 
taught to work upon a little piece of canvas ! He does 
exactly the same ; he turns your house upside down ; it 
is a little camp deMaintenoh, the air of which will not be 
less fatal. You should really come to Paris> as there is 
no place where you are in which you can be secure. I 
do not believe M. de Grignan will suffer you to pass the 
summer in so disagreeable a situation, so destructive to 
your comfort, and so injurious to your health. 1 thus 
tell you freely what I think, 'that some place of safety 
should be procured for you. Bat what says M. de Gri- 
gnan to this folly ? I do not believe such conduct can be 
paralleled, to come and overthrow the castle of his 
fathers, and make it uninhabitable. I am going to write 
to M. de la Garde, I am persuaded he will be of our 
opinion. 

I will not yet thmk of the departure of our poor 
Grignans, this sensibly afifects me. I admire with you, 
the chevalier's resolution : the God of hosts will support 
him, for nothing less can. Madame de Chauln^s in- 
forms me, that I shall see Esther, that madame de Cou- 
langes is to accompany me to Versailles, and that we 
shall have her equipage, for I go only upon this condi- 
tion. I therefore restore the chevalier to his liberty, 
who was to have taken me after dinner : he is going to ^ 
pay his court; I am delighted to think he can do so, 
but grieved that it must be by forsaking this little apart- 
ment, which is the only thing that makes this dismal 
hotel de CarnaValet bearable and alive : when he is away, 
every one keeps to his cell. Adieu, my best and dearest 
child, I embrace you a thousand times. Good heavens. 
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hfmf wpiAly io your senikiieate ptm ibW aay h«art! 
hv» truty ftTQ aik your iaiereflls mine I 

LETTER DCCCLIU. 

TO TUB SAME. 

VagK, Wednesday, FebrViiy 10, I6t9. 
Ttst elieva]i«r i« stitk at Versailles, but I expect bim 
tliis evening. Tbe marquis dined with me the other 
day ; 1 con^rsed a good deal with him, and I can as- 
ffore you, with m«eh satislaction. There is an air ef 
truth and modesty in all he says, which does not in the 
least resemble the style of those thoughtless youths, 
who always appear foot^s or liars. He related to m% all 
the fatigues of his journey to Philipsburg, which wer^ 
very great; little d'Aurergne had the fe^^t for four 
days, from mere weariness ; the marquis is strong, ami 
bears this first trial with great courage; he told me his 
other adventures, gave me an account of all the blows 
that were given on each side of bim, and the contusion 
he received ; and this* without ostentation, with a cool 
composed air of veracity, which is highly pleasing. I 
loff e to con'Perse with him, and lose no <^f>f!>ortomty of 
doing it; be supped yesterday with M. Tlirgot, and 
some yotnig fii^ks, at the rich little La Martilhere's ; he 
returned at m^i^night He is gone to the horse-market, 
being wholly taken up with his company ; he will write 
to you to-night : he loves you, and knows your extreme 
direction; you do nothing, for him to which he is not 
as sensible as you can possibly wish: it is not even ne« 
oessary to rouse him upon this subject. 

I dined yesterday with mademoiselle de Goileau; it 
was a company of wits ; the abbe de Polignac, the 
abb^ (k Rohan, bis doctor, abbe David, and Corbi- 
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MADAMB D& SKVIGNE* 7 

nelli. After dinner tfaey di«cii8se4r very pleasantly, 
ike pbilosophy of your father Descartei ; it was with 
great difficulty they coald comprehend the motion God 
gives to a ball that is pushed by another ; they would 
have it that the first communicated its motion; and you 
know bow the abbe Polignac ami CorbinelU exclaimed 
upon the occasion : this diverted me, and brought my 
dear little Cartesian to roy remembrance^ whom even 
I could onderstand so readily. From thence I went to 
madame de la Fayette's, where, by good fortune, I foood 
only M. de Pomponne and M de Barillon : we speDt 
two boors very agreeably, and the more so, as we are 
seldom so fortunate. They say that the English parlia* 
ment has made the prince of Orange king, because 
the former king has deserted bis kingdom, and broken 
ike treaty hetxveen sovereign and subjects; that his flighr 
is an {Indication; that they are determined to render 
the throne elective ; and that the parliament would not 
allow the princess of Orange to be queen: these were 
the reports of yesterday. The chevalier will bring us 
news from Versailles. Some say with regard to the 
king of England's apathy, that by hearing him talk^ it 
is easy to guess why he is here. 

I shall not go to St. Cyr with M. de Lamoignon and 
madame de Coulanges, till Saturday; they have pro- 
mised to return with me. I shall give you an account 
of this jourpey. Madame de Chaulnes has ceased to 
talk of hers; all I know is, that she will be very glad 
to take me with her ; I leave her to disentangle her own 
thread. I shall seal my letter to-night, after the che- 
valier's return. 

Eight o'clock at night. 

The chevalier is not arrived. I suppose he wishes to 
stay till all the general officers are named, that he may 
know the destination of each. I have seen madame de 
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Chaulnes and madame de Coulanges ; they are in rap' 
tures with Esther. The first embraces and loves yoci, 
and wants to take me with her into Britany ; she will 
ask your leave; but as she is here on business, she will 
not set out so soon as was expected. Madame de Cou- 
langes has avenged your cause with madame d'Estrees*. 
She told her, finding her silent upon the panegyric of 
Esther, " You certainly, madam, must have renounced 
praise of every kind, since you do not praise this piece.'' 
Madame d'Estrees is in a great rage with madame de 
Coulanges, who desires you to console yourself at not 
being praised by this lady, as she does not praise Esther. 

LETTER DCCCUV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Parb, Friday, February 18, 1689* 
The chevalier returned last night in tolerable health; 
he has an intermitting cold, which appears to me a 
goaty humour disguised. The marquis, after having 
^iven orders for his equipage, is, in turn, going to pay 
his court, fand to spend the three flesh- days at Ver- 
sailles. Madame de Coulanges is returned from thence 
and from St. Cyr; she was perfectly well received 
there, was seated next to madame de Maintenon, and 
has laid in an additional stock of praises and news. She 
will return there with me to-morrow ; we wait for an 
answer, for the throng is so great, that I shall not think 
I am going till I am really upon the road. I informed 
you of what madame de Coulanges said to madame 
d'Estrees; the scene passed at M. de Croissi's; the 

■* Marie-Margaerite Morin, wife of Jean count d'Estr^, marslial 
and vice-admiral of France. 
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MADAMJS DE SEVIGNE. 9 

whole company burst into a laugh, which disconcerted 
the lady mai^hal^ and emboldened roadame de Cou* 
langes, who said in a low voice to M. de Charost: 
" Think of her never praising madame de Grjgnan ^ny 
more thaa Esther/' Presently the conversation turned 
upon M. de Cbarost's flames. Madame de Coulanges 
mentioned madame de Brissac^, and you. His taste 
was approved, and poor wwxw/ was reiterated. Madame 
d'Estrees was applauding • madame de Brissac's wit, 
when madame de Coulanges observed, " that as to 
wit, madame de Grignan was as much superior to her, 
as madame de Brissac's eyes were superior to madame 
de Grignan's." Every one agreed in this, and madame 
d'Estrees Vas again disconcerted. Canaples afterwards 
said, he had never seen any thing at all to be compared 
to you in beauty, that madame de Mazarin was of 
the same opinion, and that he had heard her say 
twenty times, that of all the faces she had ever seen, 
none pleased her so much as yours; that you had 
every grace, and every charm : this again was agreed 
to. Madame d'Estrees did not dare open her mouth, 
and this mute lioness, with her paws across, like the one 
you formerly saw, appeared so novel a prodigy, that 
no one could help talking of it, and madame de Cou-. 
langes was complimented for a miracle, which nothing 
but her vivacity could have wrought. Madame d'Es- 
trees complained, in a whi3per, of the reproach she had 
received about Esther, and that it was intended as an 
affront. It must be owned, indeed, that madame de 
Coulanges is an uiigratefut woman, for the lady marshal 
never tore her eyes out. 
The chevalier has written to you respecting Eng- 

* Gabrielle-Louisa de Saint Slmoni^ducbesiof Briuac, died Febmarf 
24,1684. 

B 5 . 
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land; we expect to hear what they have don^, after 
haring said that their king was no longer a king from 
the time he left the kingdom ; we want to know wlie- 
ther tbey have ele€te4 another. 

Nine o'clock at night. 
At length we have received some news from England^ 
which is very favourable. The prince of Orange is not 
yet master : things are not done in such haste, and war 
will^ not be declared in a moment, as it was supposed. 
It will not be so dreadful this year, as we are only upon 
the defensive: but you will have many pangs, many 
needless apprehensions, and you will not be diverted 
from them; you will not for a moment turn aside 
from the dragons, which I see are ready to devour 
you, and which, on your account, almost devour me ; 
but our dragons will not bite, for I find, my dearest 
child, that I shall go into Britany with madame de 
Chaulnes ; many reasons induce me to take this jour* 
ney, besides those which gratify my heart. I must ne- 
cessarily make some arrangements about the estate I 
have there, and which will dwindle to nothing, unless 
the capacity of the abbe Charier and my presence can 
restore it. I roust therefore have the courage to under^ 
take this journey, at the risk of my life, and the price 
of my affection, which would naturally make me fly, 
my dear countess^ to you. 

lETTER DCCCLV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ftfis, Monday, Febnmy 91, 1699. 
j[t is certain that we are separated from each other by 
a grievous distance : this is enough to make us shudder; 
but what would it have been> if I had added to it the 
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road from hsnce to (he Rocks or to Hennes ? This, how- 
CYtt, will not take place so soon. Madame de Cbaalnes 
wbbes to see the teroMnatkm of several afibirs, and I 
am only afraid she will sei out too late, considerifig my 
intention of Fetoraing next winter, which 1 mast do for 
several reasons; the Erst of which is, that I am con* 
yinced M. de Grignan will be obliged to return on ac- 
count of his knighthood, and you cannot tak^ a better 
opportunity to escape from your falling, uninhabitaUe 
castle, and come and pay your court a littb with the 
knight of the order, who will not be a ktttght till that 
time. I paid mine the other day at St. Cyr, mach more 
agreeably than I expected. We, that is, madame de 
Coulang€S» madatne de Bagnols, the abbe T^tu, and I, 
went on Saturday. We found our places kept ; an of- 
ficer toki madame de Coulange», that madame de Main- 
tenon had ordered a place for her next herself: you see 
what honour is paid her. " You, madam,'' said be, 
" may choose/' I placed myself with madame de Ba- 
gnols, in the second row behind the duchesses. Marshal 
de Bellefond came« and placed himself by choice at my 
right hand, and before us were the duchesses d'Aup 
▼ergne, de Coislin, and de Sully. The marshal and I 
listened to the tragedy with an attention that was re- 
marked, and bestowed some praises in a low voice, that 
were very well placed. I cannot tell you the extreme 
beauty of this piece : it is a performance not easy to 
represent, and is inimitable : it is the union of music, 
poetry, singing,, and character, so perfect and com|>lete, 
that there is nothing we wish to alter. The young la* 
dies who represent kings and great personages, seem 
to be made on puitpoat. It commands attention, and 
the only unpleasant circumstance attending it is, that 
so fine a production should at last end. Every thing in 
it is simple and inubcent, sublime and affecttqg: Uie 
sacred history is so faithfully adhered to, as to creat* 
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respect ; all the airs corresponding with the words^ which 
are taken from the Psalms or Ecclesiastes, and inter- 
woven with the subject^ are singqiarly beautiful ; the 
taste and attention of the audience are the criterions of 
the merit of the piece. I was delighted with it, and so 
was the marshal, who left his place to inform the king 
bew much he was gratified, and that he was seated next 
to a lady, who was very worthy of seeing Esthen The 
kiilg approached our seat, and having turned round, ad- 
dressed himself to me: "I am told, madam,'' said he, 
" that the priece has gfven you satisfaction/' I replied, 
with perfect self-possession, " Sire, I am delighted ; 
what I feel is beyond the power of words to describe." 
The king continued, " Racine has great talents." I 
replied, " Sire, he has indeed ; and so have these young 
people : they enter into the subject, as if it had been 
their sole employment." " Ah ! that is very true," h% 
rejoined. And he then retired, leaving me the object 
of universal envy. As I was almost the only new spec- 
tator, the king took pleasure in observing my genuine 
adntiration, which was without noise or parade *. The 
prince and 'princess came and spoke a word to me; 
mada^me de Maintenon flashed upon me like lightning, 
and then retired with the king. I answered every one, 
being in one of my happiest moods. We returned at 
night with flambeaux. I supped at madame de Cou- 
langes's, to whom the king bad also spoken with an air 
of afiability that made him appear fascinating. I saw 
the chevalier at night. I related to him very naturally 
my little felicities, being unwilling to conceal them 
without a reason, as some people do. He was pleased^ 
and here I conclude upon this head. I am sure he did 
not afterwards find in me any ridiculous yaniiy, or the 

* By mentioning the jcircumstance to ^Ich she believed she was 
indebted (or this little favour of the king, she proves sufficiently that 
■he wat not 80 nMch ekfied with it «8 has been pretended. 
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MADAME DE SETIGnL 13 

transports of a vulgar country bumkin. Ask him; 
M. de Meaux talked to me a good deal about you, and 
so did the prince. I pitied you for not being present ; 
but how was it possible ? one cannot be every where; 
You were at your opera at Marseilles. As Atys is not 
only too happy, but too charming, it is impossible you 
could have been tired with it Paulina must have been 
surprised at such a spectacle ; she has no right to wish 
for a more perfect one. I have so pleasing an ide* of 
Marseilles, that I am persuaded you are amused there ; 
and I will back the dissipations of that place against 
those of Aix. 

But on that very Saturday, after the representation 
of Esther, the king was informed of the death of the 
young queen of Spain *, who was carried off in two 

* Maria-Louisa of Orleans, daughter of Monsieur, and of Henriettft* 
Anne of England, bis first wife. 

Madame de la Fayette says in her Memoirs, that the queen of Spain 
was poisoned by a cup of chocolate. Dangeau affirms that it was by an 
eel pie. Madame, in her Lettres OrigiTuUes, maintains that the poison 
was communicated by raw oysters. 

Voltaire has denied this poisoning, as well as several others. It was 
a system of the historian. But be only confutes Dangeau*s account, 
who had sadd, that three of the queen's women had died in consequence 
of eating of the same dish. Against this detail, he brings forward re« 
8pe<!table authority. 

Madame de la Fayette, who, in the life of Madame (Henrietta of 
England), had not dared to confirm the opinion of her banng died by 
poison, joined with Voltaire in that of the queen of Spain, daughter of 
thb princess. 

The evidence of Madame (de Bavi^) would be stronger, if she were 
not so partial, and did not show herself so ready' to give credit to every 
crime. What she adds, that it was two of the queen's French wakiDg 
women who poisoned her, is very improbable. . 

She says, however, that it was tbe earl of Mansfield who procured the 
poison; a circamstance which agrees with the common report of that 
period. 
In ikct| all the letlexi and memoiiB of eontempomy wikon sgrte m 
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dayt« by a Fiolent Totniliag : this has very much the ait 
of foul play. The king uifornaed Monsieur of it the next 
day^ which was yeaiorday; great was the grief upon 
the occasion ; Madame wept bitterly^ and the king re* 
Ihrtd in a floed of tears. 

It ia said there is good news from England ^ not only 
the prace of Orange is not elected king or protector ; 
but he is gtveo to understand, that he and his troops 
haie nothing to do but rieturn : thb shortens our 8oli« 
Cttude. If this news should gain ground, oar Britany 
will be in less agitation, and my son will not have the 
mortification of commanding the nobility of the viscoun* 
ty of Renaes^ and the barony of Vitre. They have 
chosen him, against his will, to be at their head. Any 
one dse wouTd be greatly elated with this honour; but 
he is vexed at it, not liking, under any title whatever, 
to take the field in that way. 

Your son went to Versailles, to amuse himself during 
the carnival ; but he found the court in grief for the 
queen of Spain. He would have returned ere this, if 
his uncle were not upon the point of going to meet him. 
Thiff is a very melancholy and mournful carnival. I 

fajtog, dst the coundl of Spun, devoted to the emperor and the pnnee 
«f Onnge, and resolved to enter Into the league against France, wished 
to remove a queen, who was too good a Frenchwoman, and whof go»> 
vtnuig her husband, w«i too great an obstacle to the prcjecta of war 
ibafi had been focmed. 

it is firoa, that such a report, at the moment of the bawaldag out of 
hostilities, cannot pass for an historical proof; but it must b« owned, 
llwt it very neaify resembles truth. 

We nay also say, that the redtal of the duke «f St. Simon, who haid 
ht«a ambassador in Spahi, not only coafitms that of Madame^ hot aids 
many circumstances to it. According to him, ^ countess de Saisaona^ 
who was tiien at Madrid, administered die poiaon, suborned by the earl 
oC Abnsfidd. (Scathe note of the letter June S7, l67i, on the dettk 
of the first Madame, and the letter of the 10th of May, 1703^ wbidi 
iottm hillie fiiw ef its diseO 
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supped last night at M. Camas's, where I met the dvH 
chess du Lude, nnidame de Coulanges, madaiae de St. 
Germaio, the cbe?alKr de Gfigrian> M. de Troyes, and 
Corbioelli. We were reiy gay ; talked of you with 
great regard, esteem, and regret for your absence ; in 
shorty with a lively remembrance of yon : yea will come 
and renew these feelings. 

Madame de Durfort is dying of a malignant fever, and 
niadame de la Yieuville of the small -pox. Adieu, my 
beloved child ; of all the provincial commanders^ be as* 
sured M. de Grignan's situation is the best. 

LETTER IX:CCLVL 

TO THE SAME. 
Fkris, Ash- Wednesday, Febraary 93, 1689. 

My dear child, the life you lead at Marseilles delights 
me. I love that city, which resembles no other in the 
world. Ah ! how well I understand Paulina's admira- 
tion! How natural, how just, how novel, all her surprise 
must be ! How pretty I think her ! how pleasing to me is 
the mind which my fancy gives her ! It seems to me 
that I love her, and that you do not love her enough. 
You want her to be all perfection. Did she engage for 
this when she left her convent ? You are not just : who 
is there without faults ? Do you, in conscience, expect 
her to be free from them ^ Whence can this hope arise ? 
It is not in nature : you wish her then to be z prodigious 
prodigy, such as was never before seen. If I were with 
yon, I think I should do her some good offices,' merely 
by correcting your imagination a tittle, and by asking 
you, if a young girl, who thinks of nothing but pleas* 
kkg you audi improving hecaeli^ who loves a&d fears 
you, and who has a great share of undeiBliBAii|^ ll 
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not in the first rank of excellence ? These are the dic- 
tates of my heart in favour of my dear Paulina, whom I 
love, and whom 1 entreat you immediately to embrace, 
for my sake. Add to this her good conscience, which 
makes her renounce the compact, when she sees the 
jugglers perform their necromancies. This life, though 
agreeable, must have fatigued you : it is too much for 
you, my dear child; you go to bed late, and you rise 
early: I have had apprehensions^ for your health. The 
reason I do not talk to you of mine is, that it is as I 
wish yours tp be, and that I have nothing to say upon 
the subject. 

You think of me always too kindly : your reasonings 
are good respecting my journey into Britany ; I will 
consider of it ; and if madame de Chaulnes does not go — 
for how can we tell ? we must see how the orders stand 
—if she does not go, I will go by myself to Nantes, 
where I will send for the abbe Charier, as it is impos- 
sible to leave the estate there any longer in its present 
confusion. We have time enough to consider, till Easter, 
for we shall not think of setting out during Lent. 1 be- 
lieve I told you that we supped last Sunday at M. le Ca- 
mus's, the lieutenant of police : on INtonday we supped 
in a friendly way at M. de Lamoignon's, with Coulanges, 
and the abbe Bigorre; on Tuesday at madame de Cou- 
langes's with madame de Chaulnes and tlie Divinities, 
without ceremony, and retired at eleven. This morn- 
ing I was at mass, and am now writing quietly to my 
beloved child. Such is the life of your poor mamma, 
whilst the chevalier and Puss are at Versailles, where all 
amusements have ceased, out of respect to the sorrow of 
Monsieur and Madame *• This poor queen of Spain, a 
year older than her mother, has died, in a strange man- 

• Elizabeth-Charlotte^ palatine of the Rbinei mother-iB^law of tht 
ipieen of Spain. 
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ner^assfae did : she was takeu^ on the lOih of thUmontb, 
with such an excessive vomiting, that no medicine could 
afford her relief, and till the 12th at noon, when she 
died, she had not a moment's respite. M. de Rabenac 
writes, that nothing is more worthy of admiration than 
her courage, resolution, and sentiments of Christianity ^ 
that she told the king she had no regret at quitting life, 
that she was dying a natoral death, though she had just 
before said otherwise, like the late Madame * ; but, like 
her too, she repented having said so : in short, no men- 
tion is made of poison ; a wor<Lthat is forbidden at 
Versailles, and throughout Franc^ but the poor prin- 
cess is dead, and this is a real loss in the present state 
of our affairs. Those of England are strangely spbken 
of; after great opposition, that madman, the prince of 
Orange, is elected king, and has been crowned : the 
contrary report prevailed a week ago ; but thus it is with 
the English. 

Madame de la Vieuvillef is dead of a mortification, 
surprised, no doubt, to find herself so soon by the 
side of her father-in-law at the Minimes (of the Place 
Royale). 

LETTER DCCCLVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

• Paris, Friday, February 35, 1689. 
Our two Grignans returned from Versailles, an hour 
after I sealed my letter. The chevalier will inform yoa 
how this little captain took his leave, how graciously 
the king. regarded him, and how he was questioned re- 
specting his company, and his journey to Chalons. He 

• See the note in the preceding letter, 
f Anne Lacy de la Motte-Houdancoart. 
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wili iMive the himeiir ef deparling iht ftrst^ tnd of fletttog 
the ezftmple. This aea) in a yoQRg noTice is Tery be* 
eomiBg ; he jests yery prettily with those who ask why he 
goes 9fy soon ; he tells them he has a colonel who drives 
}ttm ; the colonel * defends himself very well on his 
]lart ; and I can assure yoo nothing can be better^ or do 
them so much honour at so little expense. He has no 
business here : he is delighted^ and eager to become a 
good officer ; he will have time enough to rest himself 
at Phi!ippeville> and hfs horses also; and he wiH be 
^ite fresh when he begins to march. I am become 
quite avaricious of this Piess ; which, yon know, is always 
the case when the time of departure draws near. JHe 
takes his meals with me ; 1 shall take him- to dine with 
madame de €haalnes and mad^fme de Cootanges, to bid 
them adieu, ind shaH husband the seven or eight days 
we have still to be together. Now, my dear child, do 
not ramble to a distance to seek anxiety ; do not allow 
your fancy to make you uneasy ; there is no reason for 
it at present : your son will be as well in hia garrison at 
here ; it is but ftfiy leagues off; 

Talk to me of yourself, my dear love : yout lifts at 
Marseilles appeared to me very agreeable. For my 
part, I acknowledge I should not have sense enough to 
be dull and weary in the midst of the sincere demon- 
strations of respect you receive in your government : the 
chevalier and 1 never agree upon this head. I know 
that this must be too much foi a constancy, and you 
most eome and shake it off a little in this part of the 
world: but I have many in my eye, who would not 
think these honours, paid once a year by persons of 
rank and quality, at all disagreeable. I have seen them, 
ttid have been surprised and affected : but every one 
has his taste. I will stake tkepreUy whirlwind of Mar- 
* The die«dilcT de OrignMi. 
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9etlle% wkh the knights*^ ^e opera, ud the jnggten, 
■et fbrgelticif Paalina's astoftistMiient, againet the vi^Ci 
aiKl th« Mies of Aix. Tell me wha are your ladks of 
the bedchamber ; ^r there are always faToaritee. 

The king of England is going oyer to Ireland ; thi% 
at leabt^ is the report : but I vooch for nothing this 
jrear; in is the harvest of lies. The conrt goes into 
mourning to-day for the queen of Spain. I shall finisk 
this letter to-night, after I have received yours. 

Here comes yoer letter of the 1 8thj my dear child f 
but say nothing to M. de Grignan, for he would laugh 
at me. I am delighted to find that you are arrived at 
Aix ; I recollect there is a vile precipice which extends 
a great way along the road, and which makes me ill to 
think of it. Your leagues are insupportable ; it is as far 
from Marseilles to Aix, as it is from Paris to Meaux ; 
this, I, maintain; 1 therefore thank yoo for informing 
m» of yoiMT safe arrival. You must have been very 
moch ^tigued in having to sop with the archbt- 
shopv instead of going to bed. I am sensible of the 
pleasure you give M. de Gr^any by appearing in 
pohlie with so good a grace : this complaisance entitled 
yon to as much from him. He was fearful bere that 
jTOU shotthl bury yourself at home, and be. plonged in 
grief; but I said to him, ** Let her alone, sir, she will do 
nothing amiss, nor any thing ridiculous :" and, in faet^ 
the manner in which yoo live ia noble and full of good 
sense, considermg the situation you are in. How do ali 
these wonders agree with you } for they most be attend* 
ed with some bodily pain. I persevere in the resolution 
of going into Britany, though my heart strongly in* 
dines me to visit you : but I am not worthy of b^ng 

* When madame de S^vign^ was at Marseilles in 1672, she consider- 
ed the numerous ofiicers of the galleys (almost air knights of Malta, who 
came lo see M. de Grigoan) as one of the ehtef omameatv of tbst eit^. , 
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your mother ; you. would have been a true Roman, witb 
the love you bear your country. Adieu, my best love, 
adieu, my dearest child. I could wirite till to-jnonrow ; 
my ideas, my pen, my ink, every thing flies ; but my 
letter must go to the post, and I must not overwhelm you. 
The king of England has dined here with M. de LaU"' 
lun ; after dinner he visited Mademoiselle. It is said 
he is going over to Ireland, and that he has given the 
order of the garter to M. de Lauzun. I shall answer for 
nothing this year, but that I love you dearly. 

LETTER DCCCLVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Puis, Monday, Febniaiy 38, 1689» 
The chevalier went yesterday to Versailles to know his 
fate; for, not finding himself iu the lists that have ap* 
peared, he is anxious^to know, whether he is reserved 
for the dauphin's army, which has not yet been men-* 
tioned. As he . has said that he was capable of serv* 
ing, he has a right to think that he has not been for* 
gotten; at all events it will not be his fault; he is one 
of the best. It is certain that the king of England set 
out this morning for Ireland, where he is expected with 
impatience : he will be better there than here. He will 
traverse Britany with the swiftness of lightning; and 
go straight to Brest, where he will find marshal d'Es- 
trees, and ships and frigates ready : he takes with him 
dO,000 crowns. The king has given him sufiicient arms 
for 10,000 men. As his Britannic majesty took leave, he 
said with a smile, '' That arms for himself were the only 
things that had been forgotten:'* our king gave him 
his : the heroes of romance never did any thing more 
gallant than this action. What will not this brave but un* 
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tiappy king do, wKh arms that have ever been victor 
Hoas ? Behold him th^n with the casqve and cuirass of 
Rinoldo and Amadis, and all oar most celebrated knights 
errant; I willnot say of Hector, for he was unfortunate* 
There is not an offer that can be suggested, that our 
king has not nmde him ; generosity and magnanimity 
have been carried to their height. M. d'Avaux ♦ is to 
go with him.; he set out two daiys ago. You will ask 
why M . de Barillon t was hot the person. The reason 
is,, that M. d'Avaux, being perfectly acquainted with 
the afiairs of Holland, will be more useful, than he who 
is acquainted only with those of England X- The queen 
has shut herself up at Poissi with her son : she will be' 
near the king, and the fountain-head of intelligence. She 
is overwhelmed with grief, and suffers from a nephritic 
complaint, that mak^s it feared she has the stone.: she 
is really to be pitied. You see, my dear child, it is the 
rage of talking, that makes me write all this ; the che- 
valier and the gazette will give you better information 
than I can do. Your son has lived with me ; I never 
leave him, and he is satisfied. He is going to take 
leave of the little m^sdemoisellesCastelnau ; but bis heart 
has yet no attractions : his duty and his regiment take 
up all his time ; he is delighted at the thoughts of going, 
and of setting the example to others. There is no par- 
ticular object yet in view, no place to be besieged, nor 
any, battle to be fought; we are only to stand upon the 

♦ Johii-Anthony de Mesmcs, count d'Avaux, nephew of Claudius de 
Mesn&es, also coutit d*A\'aux, both celebrated for their superior talents 
in negociation, and for uncommon qualities of heart and mind. 
- "f* M. de Barillon had betn amba»sador to England. 
X The reason assigned here for the preference tliat was given to M. 
d'Avaux, is not the true one : d'Avaux had the merit ol rtaving foreseen and 
announced every event th^t happ<ened, whereas de Barillon had the mis- 
fortune to be wrong in every thmg; this was the real cause of the pre* 
fcrence. - • 
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MbiMire; battheo so powerfully vpon the defeastve^ ^ 
to make om enemses tremble : never did a king of France 
•ee 500,000 men on foot : «uch spectacles were confin- 
ed to the kings of Persia ; e? ory thing i& new, every 
tiling miracalous. 

I went with the mar^is yesterday to take lea^e of 
nadame de la Fayette, and to sap with raadame de Con* 
langes. I sometimes take bim to M. de Pomponne'ai 
sometimes to madaroe de Vins's, and the marchioness 
d'Hozelles's: to-morrow he will go iomadame do Pui* 
dn-foa's and madame de Lavardin's ; and will then wait 
for his micle, and set oot towards the end of the week. 
But, my dear child, do not be cast down at this joum^, 
for it merits no other name at present Let i» talk a 
little of Paulina, my pretty amiable little grand*daogh« 
ter : I conld never have supposed she was of an unto* 
ward disposition, I thought her all sweetness. Bat do 
not dishearten her ; she has sense, she loves you, she 
loves herself; she wishes to please ; this is the way to 
amendment, and I assure you it is not in childhood that 
we correct ourselves: this is the work of reason ; vanity, 
so fatal in many instances, is admirable in this. Endea- 
vour therefore to reason with her, without anger, with- 
out scolding, without humbling her, for these are revolt* 
ing, and I will answer for it, that you will make her a 
little prodigy. Consider this as an affair of honour and 
conscience ; teach her to be clever ; it is a great thing 
to have inclination and capacity, which she has. 

Esther is not yet printed. I had a great desire to say 
a word or two about you to madame de Maintenon ; it 
was at my tongue's end : she advanced a step or two to 
speak to me ; but as the king, after what I told you had 
passed, withdrew to his apartment, she followed him. I 
had only time to evince my thanks and acknowledg- 
ment by gestures : it was a whirlwind. M. de Meauz 
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inqaired after your health. I ^aid to the prince as iie 
passed^ '' How I pky those who are Bot here!^^ he 
heard aie» but every thing was in such hostle, that it 
was impoMibie to arrange an idea. Racine is going te 
write another tragedy ; the king has acquired a t^ttte 
for theatrical productions^ and nothing eke will be seen : 
but the history of £sther is singular; neither Judith *t 
Bothj nor any other sublet, could succeed so welL 

Madame de Chaahies is gone to Versailles ; perhaps 
she is to assist her sister-in-law f in receiving the queen 
at PoissL Nothing has yet transpired with respect to 
Britaay^ we must wait till the commandant is appoint- 
ed %• You are very happy that no one comes to assist 
you in the execution of your office. M. de Grignan will 
give chace to those demons §> who issue from the moun* 
tains, and then return to their holes. There are many 
in Languedoc ; M. de Broglio |t and M. de Basvillef 
are in pursuit of them ; they disappear fike ghosts ; you 
likewise see armies in the provinces, that will not be of 
the least utility. 

The king of England yesterday invested M. de Lauzua 
with the order of the garter | a kind of oath was read, 
which constitutes the ceremony ; the king placed his 

* The Bkhi T^ gafe Boyer dte subject of Judith, and even anUted 
lum in a work worthy of the charming epigram of Racine, ending with 
these lines: 

Je pleine» hdat ! poor ce pauvre Hdofemey 
Si mecfaamment mis k mort par Judith. 
I weep, alas, for tliis poor Hdofemes, 
So wickedly put to death by Judith! 

t Charlotte d'Ailli, sister of M. de Chaulnes, prioreM of Poisih 

X The duke de ChauUies, or marshal d'£str^et. 

§ The Hugonou. 

I Commandant in Languedoc. 

% Intendaiit of Languedoc 
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collar on. the other side of oars, and a St. George, that 
lie had from the late king his fiaither, which is set with 
diamosads^ and worth at least 10,000 crowns. While 
the king of England was' at Mademoiselle's, M. de Lau- 
sun went to madame de la Fayette's with this omamient ; 
madame de la Fayette gazed at the blue ribbon, and as 
"•he knew he had not that of France, she did not com- 
prehend this masquerade ; she was silent upon the sub- 
ject, and so was he. At length he began to laugh, and 
told^her what had passed. The king of England must, 
however, think himself obliged to him^ since he treats' 
him so well. The king told M. de Lanzun, that this 
order was not to exclude his own : he will therefore, 
that they may not cross each other, put the order of 
France under his coat, and let the St. George hang to his 
side by a blue ribbon. This little man's star is very ez- 
^ordinary. 

Eight o'clock at night. 
1 am just returned from M. de Pomponne's ; I have 
heard him reason upon the present state of affairs, he 
thinks that all the high monntains are coming to a level. 
The Irish business goes on admirably, and so com- 
pletely occupies the prince of Orange, that there is no- 
thing to fear upon our coasts. Even the lords, who 
have elected the prince of Orange against their will, 
have protested against the violence of the lower house, 
alleging that a king cannot be elected uiitil the throne 
be juridically declared vacant. All this is very good ; 
no vigorous measures need be taken : if Spain were to 
declare, we should arm rather upon the side of Pampe- 
lune and Navarre than of Flanders, as this would be a 
most certain means of gaining the latter. In short, it 
appears that we are so strong and so powerful, that we 
have nothing to do but to keep iu our places, and maka 
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t good appearance. Let this be your mode of reason- 
ing, till, at least, you see something to the contrary, 
and let not your trouble begin too soon ; it is a pity to 
waste your ^ief in this manner. I wished you had 
been present at this conversation. This is all the news 
I have heard. The chevalier will come to-morrow. 
The abbe Bigorre has just informed me that the presi- 
dent Barantin fell down dead this morning while sitting 
in his place in the grand council. Adieu> dear child ; 
do not amuse yourself by answering me with a long 
letter. Consider how many sentences there are to 
which you have only to say amen. I have a thousand 
friendly compliments for you from M. de Lamoignon^ 
madame de Lavardin^ and madame de Mouci ; every 
one is still proud of your remembrance. 

LETTER DCCCLIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, March 2, 1689. 

Shrove-Tuesdav is not an indifferent day to Paulina : 
I cannot help scolding you, my dear child, for not hav- 
ing sent her prettily to the good Langlee's, to dance a 
liltle with mademoiselle d'Oraison : what harm would 
there have been in allowing her this little pastime? I 
am sure this dear child is interesting, that she has a 
good air, a good carriage, and even eclipses more re- 
gular beauties. I scold you also for reading all your 
letters before you go to bed. I know it is scarcely pos- 
sible to keep them till the next day ; but you must cal- 
culate upon not sleeping, for there will often be many 
things in them that will create disagreeable thoughts; 
nor would it be a whit better, if they contained nothing 
but reflections ai|d news : before the imagination has 

VOL. VIII. c 
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Sifted the contents, the night is gone : as you know all 
this to be tne, settle the matter for the benefit of your 
health. I teok my nimrquls yesterday to madame dm 
Poi-du-fba's ; she grows very old. M. de Mtrepoix, 
who had beea there once before to see me, cane a se* 
cond time, and each time his whole conversation ttimed 
upon ins condescension m marrying to pkase his fismily* 
The little puppet is dyiftg of the ^leen in this dreary 
abode. I afterwards went to madame de lAvardin^ 
to whom I remembered you : she embraced your scm 
several times : «be Uf^es you dearly, and so does ma- 
dame de Mouci ; but ^is last is in the third heaven ; 
she has lost a aisler, who was a nun, for whom she had 
very little negard : i shall make your compliments to 
her and her learned brotKer^. The chevalier arrived 
last night, and is very well ; he will be employed, but 
he knows not yet in what country ; I admire his cou- 
rage. Your son is a very agreeable and a very pretty 
fellow ; he already manages all his affairs, gives orders, 
makes purchases, and keeps his accounts : it is a pity 
his father had not done the same. The chevalier will 
inform you what our king said to the king of England 
at his taking leave ; " Sir, it is with grief 1 see you de- 
part ; yet I never wish to see you again : but if you 
return, be assured you will find me the same as you 
leave me." Could any thing better have been said? 
He has loaded him with every thing, great and small ; 
two millions of money, ships, frigates, troops, officers, 
and M. d'Avaux, who makes, upon the occasion, one 
of the most brilliant figures in the world : 1 will venture 
to say, that there is no one who would not be proud of 
the employment, who would not think it worthy of a 
man thoroughly acquainted with business, and capable 

* AchUIct de Harltj, then attorney-genenl, and afterwiids first 
president in the parliament of Farisi in November^ 1689* 
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of givmg advice : if M. de Barillon is not sensible oC 
this, ba is Very happy. I now come to the minutise^ 
saeh as toilets, c^np-beds, services of plate^ plain and 
gik> arms for his person, which s^-e the king's ; arms 
for the troops in Ireland^ and those who go with him, 
who are very numerous; iik short, generosity, magni- 
ficence, and magnanimity, were never so strikingly 
di^Iayed as upon this occasion. The king is not will*- 
log that the queen should go to Poissi : she will see 
very litUe company ; but the king will take care of 
her, and she will receive news without intermission. 
The parting of the king and queen of England rent the 
hearts of all the spectators ; nothing but tears, sighs, 
lamentations, and swoonings, were to be iseen or heard, 
which is very easy to be comprehended. Such is his 
destiny ; he has a good cause ; he is the protector of the 
true religion, and his courage will allow him no other 
alternative than conquest or death. 

Did I inform you, that the piesident Barantin died 
upon his seat in the great council two days ago ? He 
dropped down dead suddenly. Will his wife, who 
laughs incessantly, laugh on this occasion ? The good 
La Troche is dead ; write to his wife. Madame de 
Keale is brought to bed of a son ; I know not whether 
the mQodeock ^ is pleased wilh it, for she has now n^ 
love for any one but the count de Mailli, who is gone 
with the king of England to Brest : this oOiice would 
have done honour to a duke or a prince. M. de Duras 
has been received as a duke in parliament, and is 
about to command the finest army that ever was seen 
in France. 

I am just returned from madar)ie de la Fiiyette's, 
where I found M. Courtin, M. de la Trousse, and the 

* Jane de Monchi Montcavrel, grandmotfaer of the nunjuis de 
Ncile, and mother of Louis count de Mailli. 

C 2 
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duke d'Estrees : the conversation was polltica]. M. 
d^Avaux is ambassador extraordinary to the king of 
England : he has the care of the troops and the finan- 
ces ; in short, he is the soul of the undertakings and 
the man in whom all confidence is placed. I dined 
.with your son at madame de Chaulnes's, who desires to 
be remembered to you in the kindest manner ; we shall 
not set out till after Easter. Ah, my dear child, no- 
thing attracts me to Britany but business alone ; nei- 
ther my son, nor his wife, is now at the Rocks ; they 
have an attachment to Rennes, where their mother is. 
My son will, perhaps, be with these noblemen. The 
retirement and solitude of the Rocks are no longer agree- 
able to them ; they will remain there out of complai- 
sance to me, .and I shall give them all their liberty in 
the month of October, I have not the least doubt that 
you will come this winter to Paris with M. de Grignan; 
I shall, however, be with you, be it where it may. I 
think M. de la Rochefoucault*s maxim is true, which 
says, " Afflictions are thrown equally into every con- 
dition of life :'^ some, however, appear very grievous. 
My dear child, adieu : you make me laugh, when you 
•say you have no longer an^^ wit; you imagine you 
have DO further occasion for it; 'but knock ever so 
gently at that door, and you will find it answered. Do 
not find fault with your letters, they abound with 
happy turns and brilliant ideas. I embrace you a thou- 
sand times. 
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LETTER * DCCCLX. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE PRESIDENT DE MOUL- 
CEAU. 

Wednesday, March 2, 1689. 

Wbat things^ sir, may not be said ! what a period m 
the history of our monarch is the manner in which he 
has received the king of England! the presents, wiih 
which he has loaded him in setting out from hence for 
Ireland ; vessels at Brest, where he now is, frigates, 
troops, officers ; the count d'Avaux as ambassador ex- 
traordinary and adviser, and who is also to have the 
care of the troops and money ; two millions on his de- 
parture, and as much afterwards as he wants ! Besides 
these great things, he has given him his arms, his hel- 
met, his cuirass, which cannot fail of bringing good 
fortune to him,. He has given him arms sufficient for 
ten or twelve thousand men. And as to little conveni- 
ences, they are innumerable: post-chaises admirably 
made, calashes, carriage and saddle horses, services of 
gold and silver, toilets, linen, camp-beds, magnificent 
swords of state, swords for service, pistols; in short, 
every thing of every kind that can be thought of; 
and in embracing him as he bid him adieu, he said 
to him, " You cannot say that I am not affected at 
your departure : I own to you, however, that I wish 
never to see you again : but if, unfortunately, you 
should return, be assured you will find me as you leave 
me." Nothing could be better said, nothing more just : 
generosity, magnificence, magnanimity, were never 
exercised as they have been by his majesty on this oc- 
casion. 
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We hope that the Irish war will be a powerful diver- 
sion, and prevent the prince of Orange from torment- 
ing us, by descents upon our coast ; and thus our three 
hundred thousand soldiers, our armies so well stationed 
every where, will only serve to make the king feared, 
without any one daring to attack him. 

This is a time of political discussion : I should very 
much like, to hear you talk over these great events. I 
enclose the opinion of a respectable upholsterer on the 
questions, respecting furniture, of madame de Moul- 
reau : but, whatever he may say of a gold fringe and 
double taffeties for curtains, and though there are 
many such here, nothing is so pretty, so suitable, or 
so cool for the summer, as curtains made of these beau- 
tiful taffeties single, and tapestry the same. I have 
seen them at several houses, and admire them exceed- 
ingly : every thing must be looped up, and plaited, as 
he has directed : for the other kind of furniture, you 
must have damask or brocade. 

0\ir friend will give you an account himself of what 
he knows, but what it is I do not know ; for, since he 
has resided here, I never see him ; and when I ask him 
the reason of this, he replies, that I am too near. This 
pleasantry is a truth. If I did not sometimes contrive 
to stumble upon him, when he is leaving the house to 
attend one or other of the three or four dinners to which 
he is daily invited, he would be a stranger to my eyes. 
I am obliged to wish him again at the fauxbourg de St. 
Germain, to resume the intercourse that has subsisted 
between us for more than thirty years. In this con- 
duct, sir, is there any thing that any jealousy can lay 
hold of? Yours will be fully satisfied. 

M. de la Trousse has taken a milk diet all the win- 
ter, and is much better : it is supposed he will have a 
separate command in Poiteu. There are three" thou- 
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sand infantry, and all together five or six armies ; but' 
no one yet knows precisely what post he is to have : 
my danghter^s is in Provence, mine will soon be in 
Britany. 

The little marquis has a beautiful company in his 
uncle's regiment : and I shall every where preserve for 
you the truest esteem, accompanied by a regard which 
most make the jealous tremble. 

FROM M. DE CORBINELLI. 

I RESIDE at the hotel de Carnavalet, purely to revenge 
myself upon you ; but it must surprise you to read that 
I never see her, now I live in the same house with her. 
I hope you do not believe this, for it is incredible ; and 
that you will consider the charge as a wicked artifice. 
The public news is important, and worthy of your at- 
tention ; but as I am accustomed to impute every event 
to God, I admire him equally in all, and look no where 
else. Adieu, my friend ; I am wholly yours ; jealous, 
or tranquil, it is all the same. 

PROM MADAME DE sIvIGnI. 

A THOUSAND respects to your lady; I wish I could ren« 
der her greater service. 

Does madame **** dislike the action that is to bo 
brought against her ?• 
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LETTER DCCCLXI. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DE GRIOKAM^. 

Pang, Friday, March 4, 1689. 
The chevalier and I have been uneasy, since we have 
found at what time you receive our letters, knowing 
that if you read thera before you go to bed, we affec- 
tionately prevent you from sleeping, just three times a 
week. Tell us the truth ; if you do not, we shall keep 
to this opinion. It is impossible, after having read our 
volumes, supposing they even contained nothing dis- 
mal or disagreeable, to avoid thinking upon the news 
we send you : less than this is sufficient to deprive a 
person of sleep, whose rest is so easily destroyed as 
yours : and, if the quick circulation of your blood, and 
the keen air of Provence, be taken into the account, 
you will find, that those who love you most in the 
world, make you ill, and stab you regularly eveiy 
post-day. This idea, my dear child, is too well found- 
ed, not to make me uneasy, and admire what injury 
our love may occasion to those who are the dearest to 
us. This, however, is an evil without a remedy, aad 
which must be lef^ to God, like every thing else. 

M. de Lauzun has refused, it is said, to go to Ireland 
with the king of England, but he has hinted, that he 
might be induced to go, if he were created a duke. It 
is certain that their majesties of St. Germain spoke of 
this ; I doubt whether this sort of bargaining may not 
be detrimental to M. de Lauzun. 

Your dear child is again to-day giving orders about 
all his affairs. He is in high spirits, and will set out 
to*morrow, with the finest weather in the world : though 
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it be only a journey, I Cannot help feeling a weight at 
my heart. I saw Jarze yesterday ; he is cheerful, not- 
withstanding his misfortune *;* he conversed with me 
for nearly two hours, and related to me all his melan- 
choly adventure. The king asked him the particulars, 
from beginning to end ; it is a very piteous story ; he 
has suffered a great deal, and still feels pain in the hand 
he has lost. 

We have just received your letters of the 25th ; you 
are very much disgusted with the vile sermons : you 
have, indeed, great reason ; it is a martyrdom ; in this 
respect, your dignity is somewhat inconvenient : but 
must you attend every day? This is a hardship; I 
will lay your complaints before father Gaillard. I some- 
times go to hear the sermons at St. Gervais, with ma- 
dame de Coulanges, who never loses one ; father Soa- 
nen t is ^^ excellent preacher. Father Gaillard % 
shines at St. Germain de I'Auxerrois ; but where do 
they obtain such preachers as hold forth in your coun- 
try ? You cannot hesitate with regard to your return- 
ing at Martinmas ; for instead of going back to Lambesc 
and Aix, you must come and defend your petition; 
you alone can do it ; arrange every thing for that pur- 
pose. I cannot tell you how to act ; but as you haVe 

* The marquis de Jan^ had his hand taken off by a cannon-shot at 
the siege of Philipsburg. 

•|< John Soanen, a celebrated preacher of the Oratory, afterwards bi- 
shop of Senez. It was he who, more than thirty years afterwards, was 
condemned by the council of Embrun, ovdr which cardinal de Tencin 
presided, an assembly as ridiculous as its president was cahimniated. 
Soanen was a very obstinate Jansenist, but, with this exception, a very 
reqwctable roan. " This council, this sentence, and particularly the 
pf^ident of the council, offended all France; and, at the end of two 
days, not a syllable was said upon the tubject." 

^VoltBire^ Si^e de Louis XIV. 

I A cdebrsted Jesuit preacher. 
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long subsisted on impossibilities, you must again lake 
from this miraculous stock : you see plainly, that you 
must not leave your work imperfect. I shall then set 
out with the pleasing hope of seeing you in the winter; 
this delightful prospect will comfort me during ft jour* 
ney thai; I certainly do not take for pleasure. 

So you want to persuade me, that you have lost all 
your wit, and that you are now incapable of writing ! 
but your letters do not convince roe ; you must give me 
other proofs, as Bussy said. I embrace my dear daugh- 
ter> and my daughter's daughter :* ah, good heavens ! 
this is going a great way : never bring old age or sick* 
ness upon yourself; you know where this throws me. 
The chevalier sends you Esther ; let us have your opi^ 
nion of it 

We shuddered at the horrid story of the, criminal ; 
what a shocking death ! this man is certainly summon* 
ed to the torments of hell : we may say, with St. Au- 
gustin, *' If he had been one of us, he would have 
remained with us." I wish, however, that a few days 
had been allowed him for repentance, if he would have 
repented : it is a dreadful thing to be strangled in the 
midst of blasphemies. 

LETTER DCCCLXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, Mar<^ f > 1669* 
If you h^A seen your dear son set out on Saturday, you 
would have wept as well as we ; it was impossible to 
help it ; but as there is yet no talk of hostilities, we 
ought to consider it merely as a journey. He looked well» 
^nd tras in good spirits ; he laughed at us, for he is 
wholly taken up with his company, which is in very 
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good condition. M. du Plessis is gone with him, and 
will take particular care of him, till be has delivered 
him into the hands of his uncle's officers. All the young 
people follow the good example of your son ; I advise 
you to take courage like the rest, and to believe that 
God will preserve him to you : you stand in need of 
some resolution to complete the business relative to 
M. d'Aiguebonne ; this thorn in your son's foot must 
be removed. You may still see a part of the things 
which you regretted you could not see. Racine is be- 
ginning a new piece for next winter : it is either Jeph- 
tha or Absalom*. You will go to St. Cyr, and see M. 
de Grignan received into the order of knighthood ; you 
will, at least, find the queen of England, who will make 
up to you for not seeing her husband ; and, if it please 
God, we shall meet again, after having dach made our 
circuit. I can easily conceive that you will feel our 
separation ; I shall feel it very keenly on my side, I 
assure you. I consider this Britany as a long stretch, 
a tiresome journey, to which business impels me. We 
shall not set out till after Easter. If we meet with any 
thing that will do for your son, we shall not fail to obtain 
it : in short, we shall see what Providence has in store 
for us. 

LETTER DCCCLXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Puis, WedDeMlay, Maicb 9, 1669. 
Madbmoissllb d'Alerac is gone for a few days to t^ 
Feuillantines ; there is frequently a coolness between 
her and madame d'Usez f ; I believe, however, she will 

* It wat neither; it wai Athalia, Racint'sUit pioductioD, and kif 
best. 

t Julic^Maiia de Sunts-Mtture, duchew ^Vmz, fint fiowia of nt- 
demMMlle d'AIexac. 

Digitized by Google 



50 LBTTEBS OP 

return with this duchess to Versailles : the poor gtrl i$ 
Hot happy, her stars are not so propitious as those of 
mademoiselle de Coislin''^ who seems at present per- 
fectly well disposed towards M. d'Henrichemont ; the 
marriage articles were signed on Monday, conditional- 
ly, that if one article were not altered, the contract 
should be void: It was thought prudent not to return 
without signing them, lest the world should laugh at 
their expense ; and this plan was adopted, which ap- 
pears a very strange step, on the day a whole family 
is assembled, and when every thing in general is satis- 
factory* M. de Coislin is extremely happy in expe- 
dients in time of need. A courier was, however, dis- 
patched to Rome upon this occasionf. 

M. de Grignan's letter has made me tremble, for I 
can neither bear the sight nor the thought of a preci- 
pice ; how horrible, that he will have to pass over one, 
and be continually within a hair's breadth of a shocking 
death 1 I do not comprehend how he can be induced 
to go into a country, where the very bears cannot 
exist. The mesdemoiselles de la Charce are, indeed. 
Very pleasantly situated ; what a charming house ! But 
what grieves me is, that I fear these demons (the Hu- 
gonots), who disappear when they are terrified, and 
see M. de Grignan, will start up again with the same 
alacrity as soon as he is gone ; in which case, he would 
have this unpleasant business continually upon his 
hands. The king, in reality, is well served : neither 
life nor fortune is considered, when his pleasure is the 
question. If we were as well disposed towards God, we 
-should be saints indeed. 
. The chevalier and I have been laughing at the diffi- 

• MagdeUn-Armandc du Cambout^ daughter to Annand du Cam- 
b6ut, duke de G)i8lin, 
f To olitaiD difpensatiom. 
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culty we had to understand why, at Versailles, yott 
retaroed home to say your prayers. " What does she 
mean?" we asked each other. '* Do you underatand 
this?" « No/' " Nor do I/' As if you had been beside 
ypu^-self, or had said one thing for another : in short, I 
never was seized with such strange stupidity. Though 
I know you are always disposed to devotion upon the 
sabbath, I was so confused by Marseilles and the opera, 
and. the throng that surrounded you, that I never once 
thought of your regularity in that respect. Indeed, 
my dear child, I think we should ask your pardon for this 
injustice. I pity you for being compelled to hear bad 
sermons ; this is a real grievance. I hear very good 
ones by father Soanen, at St. Gervais's, and the abbe 
Anselrae, at St. Paul's, but not evefy day : this con- 
straint is imposed upon you by the place you are in. 
I acknowledge that if I hkd to communicate for no 
other reason than external, parade, 1 should not easily 
be prevailed upon to do it ; I would rather avoid edify- 
ing fools and ignoramuses, than stake so much upon so 
important an occasion ; for I am sure that the first 
Sunday in every month, and on the twelve or thirteen . 
feasts of the Virgin, are sufficient. Good heavens! 
tell them that St.% Louis, who was more pious than you 
^re, went to the communion only five times a year. 
But do the Proven9als understand their religion ? They 
are all pilgrims, penitents, makers of voWs, women 
disguised in different colours. What does your foolish 
woman think of the king of England ? will not Ireland 
allow her a little play ? M. du Bois knows more, than 
any man of our holy religion, disfigured as.it is ; he is 
as much displeased as I am with the fury of the hang- 
man, who turned the execution of the sentence into a 
private. quarrel between him and the malefactor; care 
•hQuld have been taken, not to let him die vrhile he was 
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Uttering blasphemies ; this was sending him to punish- 
ment too visibly and too scandalously : he should have 
been remanded back to prison^ as M. du Bois says ; 
opium should have been administered to appease him» 
and time allowed him to retract ; this would have been 
acting conscientioQsly ; but it is too late. , 

You talk of Paulina, as if she had a vocation ; you 
think it such a one as your own, according to the esti- 
mation of the late M. d'Agen. It may be so, but do 
not forget to tell me what she says to you respecting 
it ; and in what place she fancies she should like to be r 
the coadjutor will be a very proper person to examine 
her. It is true, I feel an affection for her : is it because 
she has some sort of resemblance to you, even in her 
imperfections ? It inust be my star that leads me to it 'y 
for, besides that it very rarely happens that we have 
the same attachment for two persons, I am very much 
afraid that if Paulina is wayward, she has not, like you, 
the friendly and affectionate disposition which blinds u& 
to every thing but what is good and exquisite. Some 
day, my dear child, I shall, if it please God, judge for 
myself; in the mean while tell me how she goes on^ 
1 thought she was gentleness itself, with a disposition to* 
please, that makes us please invariably. 

The news respecting M. de Beauvilliers» M . de Che- 
vreuse, and M.de Lauzun, is the coinage of the year; it 
was circulated here for two days, and probability in- 
duced people to credit the report. I sent it to madame 
de Coulanges and the duchess de Lude : the abbe Bi- 
gorr^ sent it to mc : but M. de Lamoignon would not 
receive it ; and it was without foundation^ It does not 
surprise us that it was propagated, and believed, m 
Provence. You have received Esther ; its publication 
has produced the usual effect; you know M. de Feuil- 
bdctays it is a civil petition against the approbation of 
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the public : you will judge. For my part, I answer 
only for the beauty of the representation, which cannot 
be called in question. 

The duchess de Duras * went, the day after her mar- 
riage, which was yesterday, to take her tabouret. Her 
husband is going to join his regiment; the father, 
crowned with laurels, is at the head of the finest army 
France ever boasted ; the mother is at Besanyon, with a 
dagger in her heart ; and the young duchess, with her 
mother, at the old hotel de Bouillon. Madame de No^ 
ailles wanted to go into Roussillon with her husband * 
and the countess de Guichef; they are both pregnant> 
and are restricted till after their confinement. The 
duchess de Grammont is going to Beam. I have in* 
formed you what a fine employment M. d*Avaux has 
obtained ; nothing can ba more brilliant. I am wholly 
yours, my dear child; I acquit myself perfectly, with 
regard to you, of the precept of loving my neighbour 
as myself. 

LETTER DCCCLXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, March 11, 1689. 

The duke de Chaulnes has paid the honours of his go- 
vernment to the king of England admirably : he had 
ordered two suppers to be prepared on the road, one at 
ten o'clock, the other at midnight : the king pushed p|i 
as fast as possible to the last, at la Roche-Bernard : he 
very kindly embraced M . de Chaulnes, having known 
him formerly. M. de Chaulnes wished to conduct hhn 
to a chamber to repose himself: the king said he only 

* Louisa-Magdalen de la MaKk. 

t Daughter of Mary Fiances de BournonTiUe, duchcw de Noaillet. 
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wanted something to eat ; and was led to a room where 
the fairies had served up a hot supper, consisting of the 
finest fresh and salt water fish, and every other comfort. 
The company was composed of a great number of the 
nobility of both sexes. M. de Chaulnes presented him 
the napkin, and would have waited upon him at table, 

^ but the king would not permit it, and made him sup 
with him, as well as several persons of quality. He ate 
as if there were no prince of Orange in the world. He 
set out the next day, and embarked at Brest on the 

• sixth or seventh of this month. What a man this 
prince of Orange is, who alone sets all Europe in com- 
motion! what a meteor! M. de !a f euillade expa- 
tiated the other day upon the exalted genius of this 
prince ; M. de Chandenier said he would rather be the 
king of England; M. de la Feuillade bluntly replied, 
*' Spoken like a man who had rather be M. de Chan- 
denier*, than M. de Noaiilesl" This occasioned a 
laugh. 

I return you M. de Grignan's letter ; I am terrified 
even at having it in my pocket ; is it possible he can 
have gone through the dangers he mentions ? What a 
pity he had not the superb order, as it went to Mona- 
co ! Give my compliments to him upon his hair- 
breadth escapes. How do I stand with the coadjutor ? 
We agreed very well at Paris : say what you please to 
him, my dear child, according to the terms upon which 
you are with him ; for I will have no understanding 
with your enemies^ 

* Francifl de Rochechouart, marquis de Chandenier, had been fiist 
captain of the king's body-giiard; but falling into disgrace, he^was disr 
missed) and the duke de NoaiUes succeeded him in 1651. 
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LETTER DCCCLXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, March 14, 1689. 

It is now, my dear child, four o'clock : I dined at ele- 
ven, and shall sup in the evening. I have been solicit- 
ing the gentlemen of the grand council, where M. Gui* 
has been pleased to make us recapitulate all the inyin- 
. cible arguments in your suit. I was accompanied by 
Rochonti^who shows, from two little memorials drawn 
up in his way, that there is no contradiction in the 
arrets. He has thoroughly instructed my good M. 
Bailly J, who is to return to-morrow for our sake, to 
the very tribunal where he formerly made the justice 
of my capse to triumph ; he will not do less for you : 
it calls for vengeance. We divide : the chevalier is on 
his side with Vaille ; he repeats the fatigues of the war, 
which I am sure he has very well got over, and only 
laughs at this. It is indeed a subject only for laugh- 
ter f for, if ji^stice be heard, the petition will be treated 
as a foolish, daring, groundless, attempt ; and if the 
petition be received, we will advance our state-letters, 
and you must come this winter to obtain the victory; 
But M. Gui chases two hares at a time ; on the day he 
presented a petition to the grand council, he presented 

* Agent to madame d'Aiguebonne, with whom M. de Grignan wai 
at law. 

f M. de Grignan*8 agent. 

X M. Bailly, advocate-general in the grand council, a bold magi- 
strate, had been, like M. de Roquesante, the friend o£ madame de S^ 
vign^, one of the judges of Fouquet who conti^buted to save him. They 
were both exiled in 1664, in cooaequence of this affair : a circumstance 
said Guy Patin, which was never before witnessed. 
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another to the fourth court of inquests ; thi^ has excited 
anger and indignation. Ail your great friends do their 
dufty admirably^ and the chevalier exceeds all praise. 

My dear count, I am rejoiced at your return ; you 
have been in the country of goats, for none but those 
pretty personages can climb such rocks; the very 
thought makes me ill. I pray heaven, that the demon* 
who appear and disappear in a moment, may not often 
give you so much trouble. You would not find it dif- 
ficult to defend yourself here against the fury of M. 
Gui, who has no other support than ignorance, worthy 
of madame de B*** f, with whom I had a conversation " 
alone the other day, and who talks as much nonsense 
as ever. I ask the coadjutor's pardon for speaking thus 
of his old friend ; but she is so unworthy of that title, 
that I shall no longer check myself. This deceitful 
woman is not worth caring for, whichever way ^e 
turns she cannot injure you. I embrace you, my dear 
count. 

I return to you, my dear child ; I am delighted to 
think you said amen to all the trifles I related. You 
have followed my advice ; I am always more gratified 
at your writing a few lines less to me, than with read- 
ing your long letters, a pleasure which is always spoiled 
by reflecting upon the injury they do you. I find ma- 
dame de Chaulnes will set out after Easter, and I shall 
go very commodiously with her. Be not uneasy upon 
my account, except for the additional space between 
us, and the interruption of our correspondence for a 
few days. 

I informed you that the queen of England was going 
to Poissi ; it was her intention, but the king opposed it. 
I wanted to fly after my letter ; for I am always sorry to 
write you untruths. The news of M. de Beauvilliers^ 

• Madame dc Bury. 
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M, de Chevrcuse, and M. de Lauzun, was impertiDently 
propagated throughout Paris. M. de la Troxisse set out 
this morning ta take the command in Poitou and the 
country of Aunis, under the orders, however, of marshal 
de Lorges. I believe that the chevalier will be in an 
army of France. This is the name givea to those that 
are not upon the Rhine. 



LETTER *DCCCLXVI. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY, 

Paris, March 16, 1689. 

It is a long time since I wrote to ray dear cousin. I 
have not been prevented by forgetfulness, but by a 
certain chain of little occupations, which makes us con- 
tinually defer, what, however, we intend some day to 
perform. M. and madame de Grignan are at their 
post. M. de Grignan has taken a frightfully fatiguing 
journey to the mountains of Dauphiny, to disperse and 
punish some wretched Hugonots, who come out of their 
holes, and vanish again like ghosts as soon as they find 
pursuit is made after them, and that they are to be ex- 
tirpated* These sort of flying or invisible enemies give 
a great deal of trouble, of which there is, literally, no 
end ; for they disappear in a moment, and, as soon as 
their pursuer's back is turned, they reissue from theiir 
dens. You can have nothing like this in Burgundy. 
I believe I am going into Britany with madame de 
Chaulnes, who is to join her husband there: he has 
been doing wonders for these six or seven months. As 
our Britany is full of nobles, who do not like to leave 
their province, he has raised, in a moment, as it were, 
the finest regiment of dragoons in the world. Du Cam- 
bout has the command of it. He has also raised an 
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equally fine regiment of militia. The corps of the no- 
bility for the arriere-ban, is surprisingly grand and 
magnificent. This, wy dear cousin, is the account I 
have to give you of my family, and my intentions. I 
shall spend five or six months in Britany, where I have 
a great deal ^f business, and shall return again with the 
duchess after the breaking up of the assembly of the 
states. I think I cannot do better than embrace an op- 
portunity so convenient and so pleasant to me. Adieu, 
my dear cousin ; preserve your Christian philosophy, 
it is a real treasure ; and suffer me to embrace my dear 
niece, and you, with all my heart. 

FROM M. DE CORBINELLI. 

Whatever you write makes me wish you would under- 
take some historical work, which might inform posterity 
of all that passed in your days. Give an account, at 
least, of all that has taken place in France and in Eng- 
land since the arrival of the prince gf Orange in that 
island. Bring into it all the political arguments that 
have appeared in the manifestoes of the two parties, 
and examine the question, whether religion be the mo- 
tive from which all these movements have arisen. 

An Irishman wrote lately to an Englishman, his 
friend, who was at the court of France, requesting he 
would tell him how the king had been received there. 
The !gnglishman answered him by a verse out of the 
109th Psalm: " The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
upon my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool.'* 

I defy messieurs de Meaux, d^Autun, Flechier, and 
Hourdaloue, great panegyrists as they are, to pronounce 
a finer eulogium upon the king than this. Adieu, sir; 
continue to me the honour of your esteem, as to a man 
who best understands its value. 
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LETTER DCCCLXVII. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DE GRIGNAN, 

Paris, Wednesday, Mmrch 16, 1689. 
We have this morning gained the noblest victory that 
codd be wished for, in the present state of your affairs 
with M. de Aiguebonne : it is in your name, my dear 
child,tbatwe have fought and beaten your enemies, M, 
Gui had started two hares at once ; one by a petition to 
the grand council, upon the contradiction> of arrets; the 
ot^ier by a civil petition against your last arret ; to the 
fourth court of inquests. We were informed of the one 
to the grand council ; otherwise, the judges would have 
written, let the parties appear, and war would have been 
declared. Writing and pleading then take place, and 
an affair is traced back to the Deluge ; it is re-examined^ 
incidents occur, and this single word, which seems only 
to imply information and instruction, does all the mis- 
chief in the world, to persons no longer willing to pleads 
and who think their business at an end : you are in- 
debted for this first advice to one of your fdends. The 
counsel who was summing up the evidence, and is a 
man t>f sense, was interrupted ; he was told that the 
afiair was not as he represented it, and that there was 
no contradiction in it; he was told that he must be 
better informed : upon this the chevalier, Rochon, and I, 
appeared ; we proved, even by your adversaries' papers, 
that, like the Jews, they stood self-condemned. Ro- 
chon spoke divinely. Solicitations now took place at 
the presidents and counsellors ; in three days twenty- 
two judges were consulted ; n«ise, complaints, and out- 
cries against so long a persecution, only brought to 
mind the last sentence which you obtained unanimously 
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six months ago. Every one still recollected this. Every- 
one was alive to the subject ; such vile chicanery ex- 
cited indignation. Our friends took the field with so 
much sincerity, ardour, and earnest desire to extricate 
you from this oppression, that they seemed to consider 
it as their own business: they were for throwing out 
the petition^ putting it into the hands of the register^ 
which is to be considered as a decisive judgement^ and 
the civil petition falls of itself. After such decision, no 
counsel is called, all chicanery is at an end, and every 
one agrees that it was one of the finest victories that 
could be obtaiiied under your standard, and in your fa- 
vour. Such was the pleasure we received this morning ; 
we were all present when the judges entered the courts 
having the greatest reason to expect that we should 
confound our enemies ; in fact, M. Bailly came cmt like 
the dove an hour afterwards, and said to me with a 
-grave face, *' Madam, you have obtained what you 
wished." I used no disguise with the chevalier, Vaille, 
or Rochon ; our hearts were cheered, and my joy would 
break forth. The chevalier scolded me : he said he 
would not take me out again with him, if I could not 
be silent; this was his threat. I would speak lond, 
I would triumph ; h^ threatened me again, and told me, 
that those who could not diseemhle were not fit to reogn. 
Another counsellor came out, who told M. d'Aigue- 
bonne that he had lost his cause ; I saw him <|ttietly 
withdraw, without saying a woi^ ; he is accuetomed to 
this sort of sueeeds.. I recollect having formerly seen 
madame d'Ourouer*, mother of M. de Richelieu, fly 
before me in the same tribunal, wi^ere I once nuive 
summoned M. Bailly to bring B&e good fortune. M. Gkii 

• Maria Frances de Guemaudeuc, widow of Francis de Vignerot, 
marquis of Pont-Courlai, afterwards married to Charles de Grossove, 
count d*0uT0uer^ who was assassinated in his carriage in 1<$56« 
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remained to console himself with his snuff-box. An- 
other counsellor told xi% we had gained our cause una** 
aiiiioiisly ; unanimouily was a^circumstance that gave us 
great pleasure. M. Qui had prudently said to M. Rous- 
seau, that the decree you had obtained six months ago^ 
had not been digested, that it had been given by child* 
ren. Rousseau answered him yery humorously this 
noming; "Twenty-two children, sir, have just con- 
demned you again unanimously/^ I could not help 
laughing at this ; but the chevalier's great soul would 
not attend to such trifles. We thanked all our judges 
when they came out, varying our compliments in twenty 
difl^eat ways. In short, we returned very gaiiy to 
dinner ; the truth must be owned, the whole republic 
were c<myened to receive us : we each write to you our 
different parts ; the chevalier has allotted to me the re- 
cital of the victory, and at five o'clock we shall go to- 
gether to thank our presidents, the dean, and some 
others, who signalised themselves. If you wish me, 
my dear child, to talk to you seriously of the chevalier 
de Grignan, I must tell you, in good truth, that you 
owe him infinite obligations ; nothing could equal his 
assiduity, his vigilance, his foresight ; the strength and 
power of his solicitations ; the warmth with which he 
inspired his friends to engage in our interest ; the high 
estknation in which he i^ held ; the trouble he has taken* 
for which God rewards him with a good state of healdi. 
In short, we find ourselves so well, and so happy in ren- 
dering you a service, that we intend to write a book 
entitled. The light and salutary Anxieties of Friendship ;. 
we shall print it, without being afrjaid of ruining the 
bookseller by the smallness of ^e sale ; so true it ii;, 
^at few persons are persuaded of this truth. You can- 
not be too thankful to the chevalier, or love him too 
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much. I know not how to talk to you of any thing 
else at present, this being the gospel of the day. 

The grief, which occasioned the chevalier and me 
last night to weep aflPectionately at the situation of the 
archbishop (of Aries), was in some degree alleviated 
this morning by the letters we received from Aries, 
which brought no confirmation of it ; indeed they are 
ailent upon the subject; we therefore hope that his 
faintness may not as yet be followed by the conse- 
quences we apprehended, and that so painful a loss as 
that of this great and illustrious prelate, may be retard- 
ed, at least, for some months. You say very right, my 
dear child, this was the onli/ proper time to ask what 
they would have asked at an improper time : but there 
are some people who never acknowledge themselves in 
the wrongs God help them ! 

Madame de Vins has given us good advke, and paid 
her compliments to us this morning, almost on the field 
of battle. Madame de Lavardin, madame de la Fay- 
ette, and madame de Coulanges, have sent to desire me 
to give you theirs. Adieu, dear child ; I am too happy 
in having been able to take some steps for you ; this is 
a joy which finds its Way straight to my heart. You, 
count, are not without your share of it ; I cordially em- 
brace you both. 

» What says M. Gaillard * to this victory ? ah ! I see 
bis eyes* and his countenance. His brother does won- 
ders at St. Germain de I'Auxerrois f. 

* Madame de S^vign^ entcrtaiaei| a very high opinion of M . Gail- 
larcTs merit and sense. He was an advocate of the parliament of Aix. 
She said, when she spoke of him, diat no countenance had erer left to 
pleasing an impression on her imagination as his. 

t Father Gaillard, a Jetmt, preached there during Lent with gi«at 
success. 
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LETTER DCCCLXVIIl. 

TO THB SAME. 

Parb, Friday, Mtrdi 18, 16S9. 
You are right my dear child» m thinking, I should be 
gnered at the death of the archbishop*. You cannot ima- 
gine how mtich the true meriti rare virtues, good sense, and 
upright heart of this great prelate tnake roe regret his 
loss. I cannot think of his goodness to his family, hid 
afiPectton for all in general, and for you and your son in 
particular, without feeling that there is a great vacancy 
in your house, which will never, I am not afraid to say 
it, never be filled. There are no minds, no hearts cast 
in the same mould ; they are of a sort of metal that has 
been transmuted by the corruption of the times, till no 
more is left of the original ore. You have entered into my 
sentiments, and done me an honour, which I return, in 
finding what are your own sentiments. We must have 
a little of the good ore which we regret, to feel this loss 
as we feel it : this praise must be allowed ; for I am per- 
suaded, that we are more or less aflected with great 
qualities, in proportion as we have more or less relation 
to them. 

Keceive here, my dear count, my sincere condolence ; 
you were tenderly beloved by this dear uncle : he lov- 
ed his name, and his family ; he wa^ right; they de- 
served his love. I pity you for being no longer able to 
honoat so much merit, and so many respectable quali- 
ties : the first race is gone by, and we, my dear count, 
nrast follow. In the mean time, I embrace you in 
tears, as if I had the honour of bearing your name. 

• Fnncis-Ailhemar de Monteil, uchbithop of Ailes, and uncle of 
M. de Grignan, died March 9, 1689, 

VOL. VIII. 1> 
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This melancholy event damps the joy of our little vic- 
tory. The chevalier is very desirous to push the civil 
petition^ whilst the matter is in band ; but I know not 
whether he will have time; it should not be left half 
done : he cannot^ however^ do amiss. There is nothing 
more said oCaaarr^i of oavncil, of the annulling of the 
9KrH» Jit aiy xiffiwHiQA ; ao^ ^hat we may sleep quietly 
till winter. I an» deHgteed to thmk that pur letter^ 
which you Feceiva at nighli do^ twt dkisturb y«ur resl 
three times a week ; I believe you, my dear child^ and 
J vfill drive away ihb little dragon that to^noiented me# 
Madanie de Chaukes is ckaf med at taking me with her ^ 
I have a thousand things to da at BuF«m, or rather at 
Nantes : I mus^ alao g» Ihc^'e. I cannot craploy myt 
time better; afterward«, we. shall see what it will f^ease 
God to do with me, and whem.lie will restore me tayioui 
I believe we shaU set out exaeUy at Eaat^. Fatker 
Gailkrd preached espellently this morning on the subH 
ject of the Samavit^n woman : he is the BounlaLoue of 
this year. 

LETTER DCCCLXIX. 

TO THS SAMB. 

Paris, Monday, March 21, 16S% 

I ASSURE you, my dear child, that the bishop de Beauvais*, 
who was here the other day, appeared to the chevalier 
and me a worthy relation and true friend ©f the Gri- 
gnans. He regrfetted and praised the late archbishiQ|x so 
much, that the chevalier could not help telling him at 
last, that, as the coadjutor had not the archbishop's 
ribbon, he was delighted to find that it waa given to 

• Tou^int do Fovbin J»n8on, bishop do BeauvAUy aftcrwardt oudi- 
nal and grand almoner of Fiance. 
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bJm ; fer farther de hi Chaise b*d just infofm^d the bi- 
»fe«p fro«i Af^ king, thaft hii tfiay€«ty had conferred it on 
bkn, ^fd that he sifoiedd wear it at Whiti^mitide. This 
r^bMi^ you see, was weU destined. 

I am Tery well pleased, my deatr chHd, not to go alon^ 

vpbD the Loire, luiih the eamrsis ef the stream in a HttU 

boat; particularly as Kbat of a favourite servant of the 

Inng of Ehgtand, who was taking to Nances all the 

toilets, services of plate, night-gowns, antf a thou'santf 

other coAveniencies, which otk king had given to the 

king of Englatid, was upset neaf the bridgb of C^, and 

the poor man drdwi^ed: this would have terrifired you. 

I shall go in safety, perhaps beiWe Easter, maddtoe 

de Chaulnes having .taken it into her head to pass the^ 

holidays at Mattcorne. I shall endeavour to stay tilt 

Baster week ; but I am not certain that it wiH be so. She 

intends to write to you to-day, to teH you wikat eare she 

will take of me. Congratulate M. de Chaulnes on his 

being treated as no other governor is treated. Revel, 

lieutenant-general, is under bis command; and even' 

the troops that are in the neighbourhood of Brest receive 

their orders from this governor to obey marshaf d^£s- 

tr^, when he has occasion for them. M. de Louvois' 

has been delighted with his good conduct, vigilance^ 

and exactness ; he says every thing he can in his favour : 

M. de Chaulnes will be pleased at your knowing this, 

and writing to him upon the subject. 

M. de Barillon is rich, fat, and, as he says, o!d, and 
views without envy M. d*Avaux's brilliant station. He' 
loves peace and tranquillity, in the midst of his family 
and friends, with whom he is fully satisfied. You speak 
admirably of Esther ; the misfortunes of Sion should be 
sung by innocent persons; Champm^l6 wduld bave 
given youjtke heart- ache. This propriety was one of the 
charms of the piece. Bacine will find it a difficult task 
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to write such another, for no history affords so excellent 
a subject as this ; it has a combination and an assort- 
ment of circumstances which are not, perhaps, to be 
met with again; for Judith, Boaz, Ruth, and others 
whom I do not recollect, can never produce so fine an 
effect Racine has, however, great talents, and we 
must hope he will succeed as well. 
, The marquis de Castries has greatly distinguished him* 
self on an occasion ^ similar to that in which the cheva* 
lier de Sourdis was beaten. Madame de Castries f has 
received compliments on the occasion, the king having 
said to cardinal de Bonzi, " U \t had not been for the 
courage of your nephew, the infantry would have been 
lost; he performed wonders.'' You may guess how 
gratifying these praises are. Adieu, my beauty. I told 
M. de Pomponne that you were jealous of the immortal 
life of M. d'Angers % ; he gave me an accomit of the 
liveliness of this prelate, who, excepting his sight, en- 
voys a very good state of health at ninety-two years of 
age and upwards. An abb^ de la Mothe, an archdea- 
con, the one who condemned the orations of M. le Tour- 
neux, and said the church always viewed translations 
with horror, died after two days' illness, when he boast- 
ed he was in perfect health. 

Your son applies himself to his duty and his profes- 
sion ; he is just what you could wish him to be, and is 
besides well grounded in religion, for which you should 
thank God. It is a great happiness to be blessed with 
Christian sentiments. 

• At the retreat deNuys. 

f Elizabedi de Bonzi, mother of Joseph Francis de la Croix, mai- 
qini de Castries, and sister of cardinal de Bonzi, archbishop of NarLoone. 
X Henry Amand, uncle of M. de Pomponne. 
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LETTER DCCCLXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Parisy Wednesday, March 93» 1689. 

IsflALLnot retract the praises I have bestowed on the tra- 
gedy of Esther ; I shsdl be delighted with the harmony 
and novehy of this spectacle as long as I live ; I was in 
raptures with it ; I found in it a thousand things so just, 
so well introduced, and so important to a king, that I 
entered with uncommon spirit into the pleasure arising 
from the utterance, in fiction and song, of the most solid 
truths : 1 was aflfected with these various beauties ; and 
am very far from changing my opinion : but I told you 
that the impression of this piece has.produced its usual 
effect, and has brought forth a civil demur against ex- 
cessive applause, h who have read it again with plea- 
sure, suppose that the critics are routed, as M. d'Aigue- 
bonne will be with his demur, if the chevalier has time 
to press the point. The victory of the grand council has 
been briiiiant and gratifying, and I doubt not that it will 
give you ample satisfaction ; I am impatient to receive 
your letter upon this subject. M. de liamoignon told me 
again to-day, that this advantage, gauied sword in hand, 
was greater than we supposed. I told him he was mis- 
taken, as we had felt the pleasure in its fullest extent. 
He is very much engaged in the great cause between 
Mademoiselle, the prince, and the whole house of Lor- 
raine, who have recourse to law in the same way we 
have ; M. de Lamoigrion is to plead on Thursday, and 
the affair will he determined upon hearing. 

Your son*s letter will give you pleasure, as it appears 
to come from a man who is happy, and who has his pro- 
fession at heart. The king is so well pleased with M, 
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fie Castries^ that he has made him brigadier; this is 
the right method of proceeding ; rewards giyen at the 
moment they ar« deserved receive an additional value, 
they excite and encourage emulation. His majesty told 
cardinal de Bdnzi \ that^ as he had no share in this fa- 
vour, he ought not to thank him for it. 

The king of England set sail (Mii the 17th, and arrived 
in Ireland on the ] 9th. Little Mailly, who accorapa- 
t)ied him to Brest, is returned. Adieu, my beloved 
child ; 1 dread an increase of distance from you ; it 
ipakes me ill. J swallow this journey like a dose of me- 
dicine; but the worst isi that I have no time to lose; in 
truth, my reflections are often of the most melancholy 
oast ; fot, though I submit to that Providence vi^hioh se^- 
par^tes us^ whi^t would become of me> if I bad iiot the 
hope of seeing you agnin ? 

LETTER DCCCLXXL 

TO THB SAME, 

Pans> Friday, March 85, (the day of tlie 
Annunciation) 1689* 

TnovfSH we have not received your letters, we do not 
fait to write to you. It is very probable that you have 
set a good ei^ample to-day ; which is a high festival, ai^d 
the foundation of that of Easter ; in short, it is the fes- 
tival of Christianity, the day of the incarnation of our 
Lord : the Virgin Mary acts a great part in it, but not 
the principal one. M. Nicole, M. le Tourneux, and all 
our preachers, have told us all they know upoiV the 
subject. 

Your son has written me a most affectionate letter : he 
deeply laments the loss of his good uncle the archbishop. 

• Uncle of the aHur(|ttisdeCastrie8* 
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It 18 thought that b» socoessor f will somi be here : be 
nky amuse bkasclf, ifh# pheaaeB, with the cnril petition ; 
ire hftTe cafrried the judgement of the gvand coohgU 
nrord ia iumd. I stiH dif pule wkh madune de Chattkies ; 
and am for postpeniBg our depaiture tilt after Eadter. 
My dear child, bow mortified i am at leaving yon again ! 
I feel keenly this separation; reoionsays Briutmf, and 
fiimdskip 4MfB Parii. We must sMnetiines submit to the 
stern ruler : you: know hovr to do it better than any one, 
I must therefore imitate you. 

Attend a little to what follows : Are you acquainted 
witkM. de B^***, the mad shepherd of Fontainbleau^ 
commonly calkd ca$$t^t %} Do yoo femembet his 
persiSto? tal^.thiui iilly^lookitigi sallow, and ghostly* 
He lodged at the hotel d& Lionne with the duke and 
duchess d'Estr^es, raadame de Vaubrun, and mademoi- 
selle de Vaubrun. The last of these personages went 
about two months ago to St. Mary's, in the faubourg of 
St. Germain. It was supposed that the happiness of her 
sister had induced her to become a nun. Can you guess 
what kept this cassepot at the hotel de Lionne ? Lotc, 
my child ; love for mademoiselle de Vaubrun. Though 
he is precisely what I bare described him to yed^ she 
was attached to him. Benserad^ would say of her, at 
he did of madame de *^^*, who loved . her husband, 
*' So much the better: if she loves hinf> she will love 
any one." This girl of seventeen was really Smitten 
with this Don Quixote ; and he went yesterday with 
tive or six of M. de G^res* guards, broke Open the 
grate of the convent, eaitered with one of his men, 

f John-BaptUt Adhemar de Monteil, coadjutor of Ades, brodier of 
M* de Gri^naki. 

X Judging hf what is said of M. dt C^r6st in the foUvwiog lettei^ 
aadintliBtoCtiic lltkof Aprii^ wemaj cendiidetliatdiis cwi^K>twat 
aOcthttsa. 
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lound mademoiselle de Vaubnin, who was waiting for 
him, pat her into a coach, took her to the hoaae of M. 
de G^TreSy made a sort of marriage tow, by kissing hii 
sword, slept with her, and this morning, at break of 
day, they were off, nobody knows where. 

We may truly say, on this occasion, '' Agnes and 
the dead body are gone away together.*' The doke 
d'Estr^es exclaims that B^*** has violated the laws of 
hospitality. Madame de Vaubran is for having his head 
cut off. M. de G^vres says he did not know it was ma« 
demoiselle de Vaubrmi. All the B^^'*^^s seem desi rous to 
prerent their kinsman from being prosecuted. I know 
not yet what has been said upon the subject at Ver* 
sailles. This, my dear child, is the gospel of the day. 
What think you of loTe ? I despise it when It amuses 
itself with such disgu^ing personages. 

LETTER DCCCLXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Firis, Monday, March 98, 1^89. 
Ws do not set out till after Easter, which delights me : 
madame de Chaulnes has taken leave ; the king said a 
thousand kind things of her husband. We expect your 
letters of to-morrow with real impatience ; we long to 
know how you received the news of our Zitt/e victory, 
which M. de Lamoignon calls a great one. For a fort- 
night past we have been on the water, and have seen 
you agitated by the same thoughts and fears that wee 
have had. We shall be delighted to see you abo safely 
landed, and equally secure from the storm. You are 
right to say I was not so much pleased when I gained 
my cause on which 40,000 crowns depended ; I did not 
feel it in comparison of this: I was young, I know not 
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what I thought of at that time : I was a stranger to all 
my afiatrs : you are much nearer, and your interest is 
uifiBitely dearer to roe. 

M. de Lamoignon has been entangled on all sides in 
the afiair of cassepot and Vaubran. He is related to the 
latter, and to M. de O^vres, who, after having assisted 
in this wicked business, ran to Versailles, and told the 
king that bong the friend of M. de B****, he couW not 
aroki serying him : the king reprimanded him, and told 
htm he did not give him the government of Paris for 
such a purpose : M. de G^vres asked pardon, and the 
king was somewhat pacified. As to M. de B**^*, he 
may go where he pleases ; but if he should be taken, 
and tried, no person could save him ; all the B^^^* fa- 
mily will endeavour to prevent his appearing. M. de 
Lamoignon has brought the girl back to her mother, 
whose heart was ready to burst at seeing her again : the 
girl says she is not married ; she however passed two 
nights with this vile cassepot. It is reported that she has 
been inarried these four months, and that she has so writ* 
ten to the king. Nothing can be more extravagant than 
the whole aflfair. The duke d*£strees is enraged that a 
man whom he generously allowed to live with him, 
should thus have broken in upon and violated the laws 
of hospitality. The duke de Char6st and he had some 
words on Lady-day ; the duke d*Estrees carried his re- 
proaches and menaces to a great length, without minc- 
ing the matter ; the duke de Charost was piqued^ and 
said to him, " Sir, if I had not taken the sacrament to- 
day I should say so, and so, and so, to you." The 
duke was in a rage at this. If such was the style of de 
Charost on the day of communion, what would it have 
been on any other day ? 

We supped last night at the abb^ Pelletier's with M. 
and madame de Lamoignon, M. and madame de Cou- 
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knges» M. Courtixia |he abbe Blgorrd^ madame Laa-» 
glois^ and your mamma, ^ot one of us bad ditied> so 
that we were quite voracious^ and it wa^ the finest r€pasl 
for Lent that could be seen ; the finest fish» the best ra* 
gouts^ and the inost excellent cookery. We wished for 
you very sincerely ; but the wine of St Laurence so 
perfectly renewed yoi3^ reineqibrance^ |hat there was a 
battle of little glasses, which plainly proved, that the U« 
quor came from you. You have ho good fish, my dear 
^hild, in your sea; I well remember that we could never 
get any soles, or vivei, \ cannot conceive how you ma-^ 
oage your Lent ; for my part, I scarcely feel the incon- 
venience. M. de Lamoignon, with his nephritic com- 
plaint, has not once thought of eating meat* 

This, to me, is an incomprehensible period; wheii 
time is disagreeable to me, as at present, and I wish and 
l^iope for a better, I push it forwards by the shoulder^ 
as you do ; and then, when I consider what it costs me 
in its flight, to what point it tends, and that it also 
pushes me forward, I stop short, and leave every thing 
to God : I find no other stay or support against the me* 
lanchply future, which I have in view, but bis will and 
providence t without this consolation we should be mi- 
serable indeed. *' If you knew the gift of God* ;" I 
remember that excellent sermon. I heard a fine dis- 
course on the same day, by father Soanen ; the Sama- 
ritan woman was not dishonoured : how grievous to see 
her disfigured by unworthy preachers! it afflicts me. 
All the preachers of this year are attended to, when the 
great Pan f does not preach ; this is the great Bourda- 

• i^t sdres donum Dei. Joan. 4. 5. 

f PlutaTch relates that a man of the name oCThamus, sailing among 
the islands of the Egean Sea, heard a Toice issue froqa one of them, 
commanding him to produm eveiy w{)ere that th^ great Pan was dead. 
As tluft adventure took its date firom the reign of Tiberius, the f.;the(t 
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l9^ who, last year, Iefffetfe«r de ImTour*, and ^rm 
fcttode 4a Rocshef^ aifd the »bbe Anselme, wlio Bhiaes 
at Sl Paiirs^ and ^tdier Gaitlard, w4)o works miracles 
at St CrermaiB def F Anxeirrois, to pi<eaeh to «rapty pews. 
Adie», ny kest and dearest^ child ; do nob IroHole year** 
sdf to answer aM (iiis chat : eosunder that I bavo but one 
btt^ t& write ; if I were obliged to write aaotber ifitt 
lliis> ishoaU actually rtun away C^ esca^ it 

LITTER DCCCLXXin, 

TO THB S^VMB. ' 

Paris, WdTnesday, March 30, 16S9, 

Ah ! thank God, my dear child/ you are, at length, ar- 
rived;; you are upon the sam^ shore with us, Yqu are 
9a lon§^r agitated by uncerlainty ; you now know as 
Quick as we do;^ but I tell you seriously, that you over- 

of the church considered it as a miraculous prediction of the death of 
^esus Christ, typified by the great Fair. Hiis word too, in Gree^, means 
oJly and hence the'god F^n hlis^been regarded as the emblem ' of nature, 
(ht eneroof the univend Goi, an explanation for which singular motivet 
hsv« been found- in the attfibutes under which he was representedt 

Mai^y great persetiages have been designated either satirically, or in 
praise, by the name of the great Pan. When cardinal de Richelieu died,, 
there appeared a poe;n of a hundred lines fiom Nostradamus, beginnlngi 
witfi this verse: 

Quand le grand Pan quittera Tecarlate,*— — • 
. When the great Pan shall quit the scarlet,——* 

h was by Guy Patid. Some pedant, I know not who, announced the 
death of Saumaise under this emphatic name. 

We now see why madame de S^vign^ calls Bourdaloue,. the eminent 
prea^r« who in his sermons included all morality, philosophical and 
C^tiftuin, oie great Pan* 

* Afterwards general of the oratoire. 

t A eelebfsted pretfibs of thtt oratoire* 
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rate the trifling pains I have taken for you, and the little 
services I have rendered you. You talk of obligation 
and gratitude, as if you had forgotten the claims of 
afl^tion, and were ignorant of the pleasure of aiding 
those we love ; ours have been overpaid by their success ;> 
rather let us thank you for giving us this opportunity of 
displaying otr 2ea). To all this 3rou add thai^, kind 
expressions and eompKments, which overwhelm us widi 
confusion : I know not whether the chevalier is as ranch 
ashamed as I am. I was not aware that my account 
was so animated, it certainly fell far short of M. Gail- 
lard's eyes ; I figure to myself hiaMdmiring and expres- 
sive countenance, which proves that his admiration Is 
not the daughter of ignorance, like that of the rest. In 
short, my dear child, yon were pleased with the picture 
I drew of our victory. The chevalier has just told me, 
that on raadame de Buri's* return from Paris, the princess 
de Conti asked her what she had done there. " I have 
been at law there, madam.*' " With whom ?*' *' Mes- 
sieurs de Grignan.'* " What! do you still continue 
this knavish business ? Fie! fie! how can people begin, 
again when they have once lost a cause, as you had 
done ?" — I ask pardon, my child, of the chevalier's noble 
soul : I must own that this conversation gave great 
pleasure to my soul of clay. This is how Buri stands 
at Versailles ; you know how she is in the grand council 
and the court of inquests; so that you may conclude 
she deserves the same inscription (animlled) upon her 
back, as upon her petition. She was coming from 
a judge as I entered; on seeing roe> she said to him, 
" Sir, I leave you in good hands:" the air with which 
she uttered these words ^ve me some emotion, but I 
had the prudence to say nothing ; I had also several 

• Sister of M. de Aigaebonnt. 
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litUe things to tell her, but was silent If you follow 
tiie advice of ypur friend, you will arrange your a0airs^ 
so as to come this winter and complete what remains ; 
for with the sentence you hare obtained^ there is nothing 
to be feared ; what is done, is done, and you will settle 
the judgement of the civil petition with M. de Grignan's 
knighthood, pay your respects at court, and see your 
son : these considerations united will induce you to take 
a good resolution. Your comparison of M. Gui, who 
has the folly to seek to be condemned in all the courts, 
with the Ibol who was always endeavouring to restore to 
life a dead body, without being able to compass his 
design, has greatly humbled me : I find the good use 
you make of this story, which perished one day entirely 
in my hands, in the presence of the chevalier : this was 
a great misfortune, for I think the story excellent. You 
have restored it to life, my dear chihl, and have applied 
it admirably. 

We hear that the king of England is arrived in Ire« 
land, where he was received with transport. The prince 
of Orange is so much afflicted with an asthma, that all 
the troops he raises desert, thinking he is going to die : 
seven regiments have left him to go into Scotland. For 
my part, I am persuaded that the king of England, with 
God's assistance, will overcome all his enemies, and 
dispel all the clouds that seem ready to burst upon us. 
The Swiss are all softened : M. Amelot is doing won« 
ders there : this is great news. M. de BeauviUiers, M. 
de Lamoignon, and Easter, will reconcile all the spirits 
that are so enraged at the carrying oiF mademoiselle de 
Vaubrun, an affair which I have related to you ; the 
public will be a gainer by the absence of that villain 
Casicpoi. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXrV. 

V^ THS. SAMS, 

Paris, Friday, April 1, 1689* 

We Still think of setting out as sooq as tb^ holidays are 
av>er: I cannot get the better of my melancholy at tba 
thought of being so distant from you : I know not how 
\h» journey will terming. I do not think I shall sea 
my son>, who is in despair at the tremendous expense be 
will incur to head bis militia in Lower Britany. He 
admires the work that is cui out (ok him by the prince 
^f Orange^ the d'Aigtuiboane of Europe^ as yon yery 
properly call him; and by what arrangements or de« 
fangements PrAvideiice is pleased to seek him out in his 
woods, to bring him agaioiinto the world and into the 
war by that quarter. 

Your letters of the 27 th are arrived. You are indis- 
posed, my dear child; you s^y that sometimes your 
stomach talks to you : you see that your head also talks 
\Q you : it is impossible to tell you more plainly that 
you break it to shatters ;. that though it gives you great 
pain when you exercise it too violently by reading ox 
writing, it leaves you free, when you leave it free, and 
desist from such violent exercises, for such they are : 
that poor head, so good, so well turned, so capable of 
the greatest things, asks you for quarter: this is not 
explaining itself ambiguously ; take pity on it, the^, 
my dear girl ; consider it as impracticable to keep up 
euv double correspondence* to answer all the casua) 
letters that daily arrive, and to write besides to m^dame 
de Vins three times a week: this is not living, it is 
dying for us : very obliging truly ! When I see you 
writing upon large paper, I fancy I see you mounted 
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upon one of your high hwses ; yen ride weU, I wfcuosw- 
ledge; but you go too far> and I can no loi^reiiikiffe 
the canfi^q^encea. Take pity> then, on yoHVselt 9mA on 
oa : for oiy part, if I were obliged, afti^r haWng written 
to yoi]» tiQ wirite anothei^ letter of tbe s»xm length, I 
shoiiAdy as I have before told 3^01], tun ai^ay to escape 
it;» If. you^ think I dwell too mqch upoi^ tbis subject,, 
i% m tbat I l^ve it much at heart. 

I hope the chevalier will, through M. de Cavoie, 
prevetit my paying compound interest, by paying 
17,900 livres, which I have now in my pocket, by the 
assistance of my daughter-in-law * : if this be the case, 
pray thank him for me ; the way is somewhat long for 
so lively an acknowledgment as mine, but it is the more 
woi^y of' the benefit. I shall be delighted to find M. 
de Grignjan has himself answered your sister-in-law; 
^ writes me a great many sweet things and a great 
m^y ^our things for him; this, she says, i8<a dispo»tioa 
&he in^fi^tua1ly combats: in short, it is necessary to 
jest with her a li^Ie, for this is the turn of her mind« 

Your 9on is^ not now at all exposed to danger ; enjoy 
this calm, my dear child. There has been somo skir- 
mishing in other places: Chamllli, has been .somewhat 
beaten, and Gandelu considerably wounded ; but Toiras 
has had a brilliant little clash, in which he has defeated. 
(NT taken three or four hundred men. The adairs 
of England go on well; the credit of the prince o€ 
Orange diminishes daily. A wag has written upon the 
door of the-palace at Whitehall, " This house to be let 
at Midsummer/' Scotland and Ireland are entirely 
against this prince. The king of England has been very 
well received in Ireland ; he has promised the protest-^ 

• Jaae-Miurgtfet de Bi^aa de Ma«roD> UBacbioDeta de S^ingnl. 
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ants erery degree of liberty and protection, proTided 
they are faith^l to him. The lord-Heu tenant is lady 
Hamilton's husband/ We must see what turn these 
afiairs take; it appears to me as if this large black 
cloud, loaded with hail, began to disperse. We have 
seen such as these at Li?ri, that have gone off without 
a storm. God will direct every thing. Adieu, my dear 
child; take care of yourself, make Paulina write, whilst 
you rest yourself in your closet. 

LfiTTER DCCCLXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pari9, Weilneqcby, Api^l 6, IGS^o , 

I INFORM you on the part of madame de la Fayette, and 
the numerous company of hypochondriacs, that vapours 
arising from the exhaustion of the spirits are the most dan** 
gerous and the most difficult to cure ; after this if you ex- 
haust yourself, if you tnke delight in having the head-ache 
to such a degree that you cannot bend your head without 
pain, if you will still force yourself to write and read, yoir 
will soon find yourself incapable of any thing, and become 
a mere woman of glass. As this disorder arises solely 
from incessant writing ; I conjure you to be less studious, 
if you love us ; rest upon your bed when you wish to chat 
with us, and make Paulina write; this will teach her 
to think and to arrange hfer thoughts ; you will preserve 
yourself, and we shall converse with you thus, without 
any expense to you. I wish you had been bled : what 
inconvenience can arise to you from it? This would 
have opened your veins, and given your blood more 
room to circulate ; but you will not be persuaded. This 
dear periwinkle would do wonders for you ; I am glad 
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you found it &t hand ; one might say it was made oti 
purpose for yon. When you recovered your beauty, I 
was asked, '' What grass did she walk upon ?'* I replied, 
" On periwinkle." I know not yet why you have 
been in such a hurry to go these holidays to Grignan, 
without your husband. Nothing could be better than 
being at St. Mary's, and avoiding the dust and. buildings 
of Grignan as long as possible. If I understand you, 
M. d* Aries is there : I use this name to avoid saying the 
coadjutor, or the archbishop : there is great ingenuity 
in the discovery. Let us say a word more about 
our victory in the grand council : it has given us a good 
opinion of our leaders; in truth, our success was glorious 
and gallant; every thing was rapid ; it was a crowned 
work we carried sword in hand. No one but you could 
hare gained the civil petition, though it had been less 
difficult, because we should all be separated in a moment, 
and onQ person alone cannot undertake it; for my part, 
I should not engage without my colonel *. 

It rains incessantly ; I endeavour to put madame de 
Chaulnes out of her way, that she ' may defer her 
journey for a week. I shall pay my money to-morrow 
to the syndic of Britany ; he receives it on account of 
the principal and interest ; I shall make my protestations, 
and say, " I have paid the sum that I owe upon the in- 
ventory ; that I am out of debt, and that I neither can nor 
ought to pay the compound interest, as this would be 
usury/' I wish this were tried by the states, but 
I am afraid it will come on here before the commissaries, 
1 will draw back as much as I can : but enough of thi^ 
it has grieved me, and it is over. 

No one knows what is become of the courier of 
M. d'Henrichemont. But M. de Brionne is to sign to* 

..» .-.,. •,.', 

* The chevalier de Grignan. 
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morrow bis marriage^arucles with mademeiwrile d^£«* 
pinai, a rich heiress o^^ a great family*. The sews 
from £Qgland seems favourable to us; neither the Jrisb^ 
She Scotch, nor even the HagViuh, are ^Uskched t» the 
j^rince of Orange, It is eertaki thai your son. is too 
jamial;>le; this is a blessing and a misfortune; but GW 
preserve him, in the tone that flows from your hearty aad 
penetrates mine> ^ur it is the characteristic of troth. 
Adieu^ my dear child; I am not troubled with the 
vaponrs» yet 1 will write no longer: it is late« it nuns, 
and I mu84 send away my letters. I only ask^yon one 
questioBj which pray answer me sincerely : Are you not 
chagrined* though you laugh at your jealousy ? On 
what terms are you with madame B. ? It doea not saem 
10 me that you ha^ve availed yoAurself of eithtr htrivil or 
conviersatiozu 



LETTER DCCCLXXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pak, Good Friday, April 8, lfl89. 

I DID not expect your letters to-day, my dear child; I 
inust retire to-night, as I begin my Easter devotions to- 
morrow; it is you that I want to estrange a little from my 
mind. I heard a very fine sermon this morning preached 
by the abbe Ansel me at St. Paul's; Ihad been quite preju- 
diced against him ; 1 thought him a Gascon ; and this was 
siifficient to destroy all faith in what he said: but he 
obliged me to fay aside this unjust opinion, and I think 
him one of the best preachers I ever heard. He has un- 
derstanding, devotion, grace, and eloquence ; in short* 

* This mairiage did not take place till th« twenty-third of December 
foUowiog. 
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there are very few I prefer to him. I wish you were 
^^ted like Chrittiaiu in the provinces, aod that they 
wpald send you sach a mgn as this. How is k possible 
to attend to your preachers ? th^y are an injury Co reh'gioiL 

Madame de Chaulnes wants to go-before Low Sunday. 
I have jus^ made some little arrangements* which will 
be admirable, in case of an aiarjp, to re-establish your 
peace of mind. Do npt mention this again to me, when 
yon write; the chevalier approves it, and that is suffix 
cient. Here ends my letter; I shall add four lines in 
the evening. I aip goij>g to Tenebres, and iVom thence 
to 3t. Paul's. 

I am ^etvrried, my dear child, and I take my leave of 
yoi|, desiring you will rest, and ms^ke Paulina write, if 
you aBe inclined to answer my chat; otherwise do not 
attend to it, write me short letter^ and keep- yourself 
well J this is all 1 request 

LETTER DCCCLXXVn. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, April 11, I6a9. 
You have at length, my dear child, quitted Aix ; at 
least you appear to me to have done so. You are now 
at Grignan ; do you find yourself better in this solitude, 
\Yith all the inconveniences that have arit^en there ? I 
cannot help thinking that your fondness for retirement 
is, in fact, nothing more than the desire of being faith- 
ful to the tasto you have acquired for sadness and me« 
lancholy : you are afraid, lest dissipation should, in 
s^me measure, abate the apprehensions you wish con- 
stantly to cherish for your dear child, whenever he is 
in the least danger. I guess, perhaps, but too justly ; 
bat you must be very cruel to yourself, not to take ad- 
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tantage, at least of the time, when the little man is 
happy, to be so yourself, instead of anticipating evil 
as you do. I believe we shall set out the day after to- 
morrow, in the morning : I am ridiculously melancholy 
at a journey I wish to take, which I ought to take, 
and which I * do take with every possible comfort of 
travelling. Madame de Carman * is again to go with 
us ; she is an amiable woman : we shall have a great 
retinue, two coaches and six, a caravan, eight horse- 
men ; in short, we shall travel in style : we -shall 
sleep at Malicorne: could you wish for a better 
opportunity ? You will at first direct your letters to 
me at Rennes; and I will inform you when to ad- 
dress them to Vitre. I shall soon be surfeited with the 
noise and bustle at Rennes ; I only go there to see 
M. de Chaulnes. The chevalier is going immediately 
to Versailles. I thought he would not have left me tiH 
he had seen me hanged f, but he has business; I am 
grieved at the thoughts of his absence ; it is a real con- 
solation to me to converse, with him, respecting you 
and your affairs, which are our bond of union. We 
meet to talk upon what we have solely at heart ; the 
chevalier is strong, I am weak ; he can easily do with- 
out me, but I cannot do without him ; meditation will 
be my employment, and here 1 shall find you ; but I 
shall want the prop which was so necessary and so 
agreeable to me ; we are obliged to tear ourselves from, 
and dispense with, all that is desirable. Tell me youF 
intentions with regard to the civil petition : shall you 
inform M. d' Aries of it ? will you not yourself return 
to gain it ? for, with respect to us, every one may go 
his own way ; we are satisfied with having gained our 

* Maiy-Anna du Pul de Marinais, marchioness de Carman, 
t See Scene IX. Act III. of Moliere's Mededn TnalgrHvi, 
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little victory. Let me hear of you, my dear child, and 
of all that relates to you ; consider that I shall leara 
nothing more from the chevalier; you may depute 
Paulina to chat with me, as you know there is nothing 
I dread so much as overwhelming you with writing. 

The misunderstanding between the duke d'Esti^ei 
and M. de G^vres is accommodated ; his nose is rec<^- 
ciled to the noses of the Bethunes. Mademoiselle de 
Vaabrun ha*} so often repeated that she was not mar- 
ried, and that she would be a nun, that she has been 
placed amongst the JiUesbleues of St. Dennis. The world 
has gained this advantage, that Cassepot is no longer in 
France. I have no news for you. Mademoiselle de 
Meri has been very ill of a bilious sickness ; she has 
taken a little emetic tartar, and is now recovered. 
Adieu, my dear child ; preserve for me the dear affec- 
tion which constitates the happiness of my life : I will 
not tell you all my tenderness, nor all my weakness. 



LETTER DCCCLXXVin. 

TO THB SAME. 

Paris, Tuesday, April la, at night, 1689. 
Ip your letters, which I expect, come to hand to-night, 
I wiH answer them upon the road, or, at latest, at Ma- 
licorne. We shall set out to-morrow morning, and 
sleep at Bonndle; the rest will go at eight or nine 
o'clock ; madaine de Chaulnes, who is vigilance itself, 
will set off at day- break. You know, that in going to 
Bourbon, I must rather accommodate myself to her 
manners, than endeavour to correct them ; so I shall 
pursue my journey, and, from the easiness of my dis- 
position, nothing v\ill displease me. All the security 
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ted precimitions that csib be desired in a journey, I shall 
find in this ; and I shaH not even have occasion to be 
frightened, to cry out, and bhish; our good duchess 
takes upon herself all these things, and I shall go 
through it with all the external marks of cecrrage and 
lesolution, compared to her seeming fear and timidity : 
thus I shall obtain undeserred eulogiums. I h«?e giveii 
all necessary orders for the receipt of your letters at 
Malicoroe^ Vitre» and afterwards at Rennes. I wiU 
write to you again as soon as possible; but be undei^ 
no ceneem if you should not receive my letters regu* 
larly, as this will b^ the faiuk of the weather and th6 
post. I am still grieved at my departure ; how can I 
ve£ect upon the situation of your afikirs without real 
sorrow ? the death of the archbishop (of Aries) still 
everwhelms you. I fear, I know not why, that your 
eagerness to get to Grignan has been too great a fatigue 
to you. The chevalier was a little uneasy that you set' 
out from Aix, without discharging your debts entirely : 
there are some things that should not be omitted ; they 
escape our memory, as soon as we are absent. God 
grant we may meet agam some time or other. God 
preserve you ; take care ot your health ; mine is of 
great consequence to me, on account of the interest 
you take in it. I have been paying some farewel visits 
this morning for your sake ; this is the salt which makes 
every thing relish. Adieu, my beloved countess : t 
weep; what folly ! It is owing to this renewed ab* 
sence and lengthened distance. See M. la Garde^ keep 
up your spirits, and do not give way to melancholy : 
avail yourself of your courage, and i^lfil the dectees of 
PKyvktence. 
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LETTER *DGCCI^XIX. 

MADAME DB-S^VIGNETO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Paris, April 13, 1689. 

You Bave answered well for the arriere-ban of Autun« 
my dear cousiq ; but as I cannot say the same things 
as you, you Would very much obfige me by writing an 
answer for me to the lieutenant-general cf'Auxois, who 
reqiiires me to send a mart. I tell him I gave the prin- 
cipaf of my estate at Bourbilly to my daughter on hei^ 
marriage : he torments me for the usufruct. I ask your 
pardon, my dear cousin, but I shall throw myself, 
without hesitation, into the commons of Paris. I shall 
show the leases of my houses ; shall produce my receipts 
for mud and other trifles ; shall even prov^ that I have 
distributed the bread-offering : in short, I shall make 
my escape through the bogs as I can, rather than pay' 
five or six hundred francs for a substitute for the* 
arriere-ban. I have seen my old friend M.^ Jeannin 
here, and madame de Monjeii, whom I like extremely. 
Madame de Tqulonjon has also her value. Auiuse 
jrooTself with these charming women, my dear cousin, 
and be careful of a state of health which animates and 
gives hope to ours. I embrace my dear niece, and re-' 
commend you to each other. 
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LETTER * DCCCLXXXt. 

PROM THE COUNT DE BU8SY TO MADAME DB siviGNl. 

Ch»seu» May 13, 1689. 

ITou will do wtll, my dear cousin^ to exempt yourself 
from the payment of six or seven hmidred livres for a 
substitute in the arriere-ban, if you are able. You 
formerly gave enough to your son for the king's ser- 
yice. Endeavour to pass for a citizen of Paris; I con- 
Qent to this, and to every thing that can save your cash, 
except losing you as my dear cousin ; for I would rather 
pay the sum for you, than that this should happen. 

The lot of war will fall upon Flanders, because the 
emperor will be engaged with the Turk and with TekelL 
The inhabitants of Liege % have been guilty of an in- 
stance of treachery to the king, of which we have no 
example in our century ; depend on it that he will ex- 
hibit to future ages an example of their punishment. 
He has not slackened in his assistance to the king of 
England. Nothing can be more noble or more honour- 
able than the zeal he displays for him. Adieu, my 
dear cousin ; I send you a little poem of M. Pavilion^ 
which will please you. 



•)- We insert this letter before its date, ts being an answer ; it woull 
be less easily understood if it were placed further on. 

X They had seized a supply destined for the French army, and receiv- 
ed the enemy ^into their citadel. Liege was, in 1691 9 bombarded by 
manhal de BoufBers. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXXI. 

FAOM If ADAMB DE SETj^NE TO THE COUNTBSS Dfi GRIGNA!f. 
IVris, Wednetday, April 13, 4ate at night, 1689. 

Our journey is not only postponed for to-day, but we 
shall not set out for Britany these twelve days, on ac- 
count of M. de Chaulnes's journey to Nantes. Madame 
do Cbautnes called on me this morning, to ask me if I 
would spend ten days^ith her at Chaulnes ; or whether 
we should meet at Rouen on a day appointed, and go 
to Britany by way of Caen: I did not hesitate ; I am 
^o rauch.on wing, and so absent from Paris, tha^ I am 
going to rest myself at Chaulnes ; madan^e de Carman 
is of the same* opinion. It is so decided, and to-mor- 
rrow we set out for Chaulnes ; but you, my dear love, 
are at Grignan ; I enter into all your anxiety, and feel 
it with you. You were afraid there would be no war, 
a^ were thinking to what part of Europe you should 
be obliged to send your son. Providence has laugheid 
at your devices ; all Europe is in a blaze ; you have 
not thought of the prince of Orange, who is the Atlila 
of this period. Some important news is circulated to- 
day, which will give a turn to affairs; the king of Po- 
land having declared war against the emperor on twenty 
subjects of complaint, and the Turk not having made 
peace, there will not be much to fear on the borders of 
the Rhine. In short, my child, every thing is from 
.above ; every thing is in the hands of God. Tbis litUe 
boy, already habituated to the profession, so capable, 
,80 well informed, and who has seen three sieges before 
the ag# of seventeen : this is what you little thought of> 
but. which God saw from all eternity. Tell me hoifr 
VOL. vm. E 
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Paulina employs herself. Adieu, my beloved child ; 
reflect that you are a woman of fortitude; that if there 
was no war, you wouW be m search of it'; that God 
preserves your son ; that he is in his hands, and that 
you may hope to see him again m good Itealth : think 
of the many perils from which he has snatched the che- 
valier, and that your child will follow the steps of his 
uncle. 



USTTER DCCCLXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

GhAuInes, Suriikyv i*^)^! 17> M69. 
I EXPECT your letter on Friday ; how sad it is that I 
can no longer hear from you regularly three times a 
week! this is what I have at heart, and which I called 
my light affliction; but indeed it is not light, )and I 
shall painfully feel this pvivation. The chevalier wrote 
me a short adieu from Versailles, but so full of kind^ 
ness, that it greatly aflfected me ; he cruelly withhitds 
fVom his friends the knowledge of the Share they have in 
bis esteem ; and, as they are anxious to obtain' it, he 
deprives them of a real pleasure. I thanked hiili for 
his letter, by another which I Wrote sit my departure : 
he informed me that your son would not be in a cer- 
tain detachment, as what had been talked of was no 
longer a subject of attention ; this afj^fded my heart 
touch relief; and as he has told you the same, you 
tnust breathe as freely as I do. I but too well under- 
iStand all your sorrows; thfey reflect back tome> so that 
I feel them doubly. 

I set out then, my beloved child, on Thursday, with 
tttadame de Chaulnes andmadame de Carman ; we^^eve 
'«\ the best carriage^ drawn by Uiet9est'h<)r9e8, widi a 
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great r^tiiMie^ qaraFans, horsemen, and every pombk 
0Qav4uiieiice and precaution thai could be taken. We 
Alept tbat.nigbt at Font, in a prelty little inn« and the 
next nigbt here. The read» ai« bad ; buit this is a yery 
temriaonfie bou»cb which carries with it ayn air of gnanr 
4ear> thoagh it is partly unfurnisbed, and the g«p$leat 
neglect. There is scarcely any verdure to be aeaeu 
and not a aigbtiogale to be heard ; in short* it is aliU 
winter* on the seventeenth of April. But it is easy tm 
imagiaa the fau^aitiies of these walks ; every thing is re« 
gplar and Magnificent ; a spacious 4parterre in front* 
J)oiwliBg-greens opposite the wings, a large playing 
fowlaia in die parterre^ two in the bowling-greens* au4 
another at a distance in the middle of a 6eld* which is 
well nasoed the solitary; a fkxe country, beautifuj 
dpartinentu* and a pleasant prospect, though &at ; ek* 
gaut furniture* wbich I have not y^t seen : in shorty 
the bouse is worthy of all you have beard of it in prose 
^nd verse* The dfucbess is so good, so amiable, and so 
littentive tome* that if you love me* which I do not at 
Qlldonhlt* you must necessarily be very much obliged 
to ))er for all the oiviUtjes she shows me. We shall 
stay in this delightful hou^ sisc qt seven days longer : 
we shall thea go through Normandy to Rennes* where 
we shall be on the second or third of next month. 
This, my dear child* is all I can tell you of myself* 
except that I enjoy the most perfect ;state of health 
in tfa^ world. How ace you, my love ? alas! at what 
a distfiQC^ I am fromiyoul how present are you to my 
remettt>fance ! tell me* how can i avoid being melaor 
choly ? 

I received your letter of Good Friday on the ninth of 
April : my child, you undertake too much ; you abuse 
your youth ; you find that your head will not suffer you 
to exhaust it by so much writing ; if you do not attend 

e2 
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to its monitions in time, the consequences may be fa- 
tal ; you refuse to be bled ; but why did not you un- 
dergo this operation at Aix, before you began to k^ep 
l«nt? in short, I am dissatisfied with you and your 
health. Your reasons for lengthening your stay at 
Avignon are good ; it would otherwise, as you say, be 
too early for Grignan : the dreadful winter and tremen- 
dous winds are still to be feared there. The chevalier 
«nd I are now incapable of serving you in your civil 
petition ; he expects to set out every moment ; my de- 
parture has already taken place ; this is not the work 
of a day ; Hercules could not defeat Anteus*^, nor root 
him out from his wicked practices, in three months : 
this business, then, must be M. d'Arles's department. 
AH this made me say, -that If you could have come this 
winter with M. de Grignan, you would, accordmg to 
the laws of the game,' have put an end to this affair : 
your presence would have wrought miracles. You talk 
to me of the dispositions of the people of Provence ; 
those of this country are not so difficult to understand ; 
they may be discovered in a moment : but you, mj 
dearest child, are too amiable, too grateful; all you 
say to me is gratitude : I am at home there ; yours is 
the most affectionate, the tenderest, and the noblest in 
the world : preserve your feelings, your sentiments, 
and the rectitude of your mind ; reflect upon ail this 
sometimes, as we smell at Hungary water, when we 
are in a bad air ; take nothing from the country where 
you are, but preserve all you carried thither; and 
above all things, my dear child, pay attention to your 
health, if you love me, and wish me to return. 

* The giant of Libya, ton of Neptune and the Earih, . smothered 
by Hercules. 
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LETTER DCCCtXXXIlI. 

TO THE SAME. 

alanines, Tuesday, April 19, 1689. 
1 EXPECT your letters ; the post comes in three limes a 
week, and 1 have a strong desire to stay here. I begin 
then to write to you, to render you an account of my 
thoughts ; for this is all I have now to tell you, which will 
not make my letters very entertaining ; nor will you meet 
with any thing new, since you have long known that 
I love you, and how I love you. You would do well, 
therefore, instead of «:eading my letters, to leave them 
unopened, and to say, " I know all that my mother 
tells me ;*' but, being persuaded that you will not have 
the power to act thus, J must tell you> that I am very 
uneasy about your health, and your head-ache. I am 
terrified at the air of Grignan ; a wind that can " tear 
up by the roots trees whose towering heads reached the 
skies, and whose feet touched the empire of the dead*," 
makes me tremble; I fear lest it should carry away my 
daughter, exhaust her strength, dr}' up her veins, de- 
prive her of rest, make her grow thin, and destroy her. 
beauty ; I own to you, that all these apprehensions 
make me shudder, and deprive me of all comfort. I 
was walking alone, the other day, in these beautiful 
alleys, madame de Chaulnes being engaged in business, 
and madame de Carman too delicate to walk ; I there* 
fore rehearsed for the Rocks; I entered into all my 
former melancholy thoughts, yet found some pleasure 
in being alone. I read over three or four of your let* 
ters ; you talk of writing well ; no one can excel you 

* Sec the (able of die Oak and die Rivulet, bj La Fontaine, Fabl» 

22. 
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in this respect ; how easily do you express yourself in 
a few words, and buw do yrm arrange thJem I this pe- 
rusal affected my heart, and gratified my mind. This 
is a very pleasant house to be in ; we have no restraint 
here y you are acquainted with the good and substan- 
tial qualities of this duehess. I have discovered that 
madame de Carman is a very amiable woman ; she has 
much more merit and wit than she displays^; she is i^ery 
superior to the generality of women ; has a great share 
<5f information, which she increases every day by read- 
ing the best authors ; it is a pity that she should be 
fixed at the extremity of Lower Britany. When you 
can write to M. and madame de Chauliies, I will will- 
ingly resign my part t6 them : you can write to me by 
Paulina: I know yetur style, and that is sufficient. I 
wish M. de Grigtvan were with you ; I do not like your 
being ak»fe in that castle, my poor little Orithyas * ! 
fbr Boreas Is neither gallant nor civil to you; thtt It is 
rifiat afllicts me. Adieu, my love; respect your side, 
and your head : 1 know not wliether you have any 
other ailments. I comprehend your anxiety for your 
son, I feel it, fi*om my love fonr him, and from my lov« 
f'lr you, which is greater still. Thus I receive two 
blows at once. 

Corbinelli, who 1? the best man in the world, is still 
with us, and still immersed in his cfiristianised philoso- 
phy ; for he reads nothing but godly books. 

• ^ OrithyaQ, daughter «f J&ethfteoa, liin^ «f AtkcMy^was cvrricii 
avay^by Bor«a«, kt«g of Thrace ; whicii gave riie to the &Ue of tUtr 
r»{}« o( Oritbyas, by 4he wind called Boreas. 
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TO THE SAME. 

CMlnem Friday, April 22, 1669. 
It is a pily to be okU^ed to quit f» beaut ifel and to 
channing a pkce, where your letters, acrive three lime* 
a week ; ymi know tkaJk wilhout the o»e thing aeedtbl^ 
we suffer every thing, aad how can I expect to find il 
when you are absent? We shall set out on Sunday, 
with deUgbtful weaiber, whiirh h^9 already afibrded us 
bere« in three days, ali the beauties of spring. W« 
ahaU sleep at Amiens, and go from tbenee by Rouen, 
thveagh Kormandy, into 3rilany. I shall write to you 
IroNi every place J can ; I sh^ll stay oniy a fbw daya 
at Betmts, ta se^ M. de Chaulnes ; and shall then ga 
to the Rocks; 1 abouhl die if I weie to ha long at 
Bennes. Bui caa yaa Mnaatve how impatient I aai ta 
reaeWe your kttevsv and to know whether you hana 
been bled, and how the air of Grignan agrees with that 
good head whkh has never injuved yoa ? Hew I hate 
the vapours that arise from the exhaustion of the spi* 
r4ts ! how difficult they are to cure, when the remedy 
oonststg in yielding to dulness, and inaction of body 
and aiiad ! To i^ person so lively and active as you are* 
this is martyrdom ; alas ! as you say, it is a strange 
alternative, either to be doomed to count the trees, or 
la ha ilL I o&en reflect upon thi^ and read over year 
letters at my leisure ; and, as 1 have nothing tq do, I 
ohat with you, and begin my letter befi[)re yours is ai^ 
rived • ^ ^^ fisUiow my e7$ample ; take care of youv* 
self, and make Paulina write. I compared her writing 
wish yiiucs the other day ; it is very like, and she 
spells veU ; is not this pretty ? In abort* my dear 
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countess, avail yourself, I beseech you, of this little 
secretary, who pleases me highly. Paulina must write, 
and you must dictate ; nothing can be better for her or 
for you. 

We have seen M. de Chaulnes's machinery ; it is ad- 
mirable, and formed upon a model of sublime simpli- 
city. Fiv« large playing fountains in the parterre and 
bowling-greens; a watering-place, which is a little 
canal ; fountains for the office, kitchen, and wash-houie, 
are supplied where formerly there was not water even 
to drink. Admire his courage, for all the country 
laughed at his attempt ; he has converted a cabbage- 
plot into a young plantation that was scarcely seen at 
first, but is now perfectly beautiful: ahd all this was 
done whilst he was at firitany, or at Versaillen. Good 
heavens ! my dear child, how dangerous my letsure is 
to you! 1 fear it will make you ill; it is. tinctured 
with the melancholy of my reverie^. I am grieved at 
being deprived of the conversation of the chevalier ; 
this union, which was so natural, was a source of com- 
fort to me. I am also unecuiy that I have not heard 
from the marquis : how many sacrifices are to be made 
to God ! I often trace him in every thing that 
happens : we are all feeble and tottering under his all- 
powerful hand> which now puts Europe into such com- 
uiotion, that it would be difficult to say what may be 
the consequence of this universal cloud. 

I have just received your letter of the fourteenth, 
which. gives me real joy ; your head-ache has, in some 
degree,' subsided, you will not allow us to say vapours; 
but what shall we do, if you deprive us of this word ? 
fbr it is used for eVery thing : till you Cartesians, pro** 
dace another, I must ask your permission to use it* 
Endeavour then to get rid of this disorder, and Ikis. 
giddiness, which incapacitate you for every ^hisg. The 
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pain in your side has also given oie great nneasiness ; 
we had heard nothing of it for a long time ; adhere to 
the admirable periwinkle, bring it to your own term% 
and inform me of the state of your health ; mine is still 
perfect^ notwithstanding some sorrcms which it is im* 
possible to avoid. I admire the limits you wish to set 
to my life; this ei^pression of your heart ^is worthy 
of your affection : I am sensible of its full value. We 
here leave the first delightful dawn of spring ; this castle 
is very beautiful, but the elevation of yours makes it 
resemble the palace of Apollo. 



LETTER ]DCCCLXXXV. 

TO THE SAME, 

Chaulnes, Sunday, April 24, 2669. 
Wii thought of setting out to-day, my dear child, 
but this will not take place till to-morrow. Madame 
de Chaulnes was taken so ill the night before last with 
a sore throat, had so much difBculty to swallow, and 
her ear was so much swelled, that madame Carman and 
myself knew not what to do : at Paris she would have 
been bled instantly, but here she was rubbed with the 
quieting balsam, and her e?^ stopped, and covered 
with brown paper; she was put to bed, covered up 
warmly, and was a little feverish': in truth, my dear 
child, we witnessed almost a miracle. This precious 
balsam performed so complete a cure during the night, 
that the next day, swelling, soj-e throat, and kernels, 
disappeared ; so that she was able to plat/ at chuck-far-- 
thing*, and it was only from ceremony that she kept 

* Allasion to the xniractilotu cures Moliere attributes to the Mede* 
anm<Ugr4 luii ' ' • ' 
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hetrmm ene ^^ : this is reafly a 4ime rwnadj ; tftfee 
•pec icd care of wbat ymi hare of k ; we oagfet nercr to 
be wHhemt it. B«t, tay flear cbiW, licwv grieved 1 am 
•at your head-»ehe •! what tk) you mean by 'teHmg me 
you -resemble 1VI. Pascal f you make me shudder. T» 
write (ike him 49 « fine thing ; -nothing can "be so 
charming : but -the crud ahematiRre, to have a head so 
delicate and so exhausted as his, which was the torment 
of his trfe, and at length cut him off in ihe midst of his 
career ! We may bewttder our hrams without being al- 
ways immersed in Eudid'^ proposittoBs ; when the 
spirits are exhausted to a certain degree, this has the 
same effect. I fear also that the air of Grignan may be 
injurious to you : ah, what an idea is (his ! I fear that 
you are already consumed and emaciated ; would to 
God that your air was as serene as this ! I fancy you 
'sincerely regret that of Livri ; bad as it was sometimes 
to those ill disposed towards it, how mild and gracious 
it was to usi how pleasant were those showers ! we 
shall never forget that delightful little spot. My child, 
iio one but Paulina is a gainer by your head-ache ; for 
she is too happy in writing all your thoughts, and 
learning to hate her mother as you hate yours- She 
sees you declare to me, that, in order to enjoy good 
health, you must cease to love me : what is there of 
good or agreeable that she has not learned since she has 
written for you ? You are very bomorous on the sub- 
ject of the t^n I what is rain ? how is it made ? is there 
such a thing as rain ? And to compare that of Pro- 
vence * to the tears of little children^ who cry through 
anger, and not good-nature : what an excellent idea ! 
Did not Paulina heartily laugh at it ? Once more J 

ling the nunmer^ dnt the earth is ntoieptrched than mei^ttacdl^it 
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iQftst say I think her happy. You have not been bled, 
my dear child ; I dare not advise you at auch a dis* 
tance ; bleeding may not, perhaps, be proper for those 
who^e spirits are exhausted* You are too good, tp be 
fond of speaking of o^ ; f am of much more <xmse« 
jjqjence in yoi^r est^i^lion than I am in reality, ^hetber 
in body or mind. I am very comfortable here, woul^ 
Sq Qod your health were as good as n(iine! but how 
grievous it is to Ijte so far asunder!' it is iqipossibl^ f^9V 
to embrace e|tcb other ; this was pot the case 9X Paris^ 
I wish your buildii^s wo^ erect themselves, astb? 
walls of Thebes fipirmerly did, by Amphrpn* ; ypu play 
off* the ignorant; Paulina, I am sure^ is c^a^b^e of 
giving an account of this passage of the £a^e. 

LETTER DCCCLXXXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 
Pecquigni, WedneadaY, April 37> 1689. 

\Vb set out on Monday from Chaolnes to sleep at Amiens, 
wlieise madame de Chaulnes is honoured and revered as 
jma a»e m Provence ; this is the only parallel case I 
«wer 4cne«r. The int«iidam t g^^e us a very bandtome 
^ mpper, on aceount of its being ^t* Mark's day ; 
<yeate«d^ we dined m ffro/ito perfection. After dinner 
we aMv^dtltvpe, at a laan^ion that displays all the pride 
iil»4be ^ekassof P««|iiigni %. it is an old house, built 

* AmphioD, the son of Japiter and Antiope, was considered as the 
jgr^p^e «^IRl^e, toffomuoh tl)at th^.pftu (Hgned that the racks fot- 
lowed bim, and tha( t^ ptOfm* »t the fOttwi of his lyre, di^wsad rk^aa^ 
i^^pi4K}«t MNPWQ^ to mte the ivalla sf Ilttbes. 

a Oitf^ dwlatte ^AHli* ^ ^Wfi^tct .lad hckav of JliiUJbMt 
friT-"-^' d^AilU, told ef Pecquigni, vidaiae jf Awieoi^ had unwied 
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on an eminence abfire the town, like Grignan ; a fine 
chapter, as at Grignan ; a dean and twelve canons : I 
know not whether the foundation be as handsome, but 
there are terraces on the borders of the river Sommei 
which winds In a thousand meander^ through the fields* 
which indeed are not to be found at Grignan. There are 
ihe remains of one of Caesar's camps about a quarter of 
a league from hence, the intrertchments of which are 
'$til! venerated ; this is a companion to the bridge of 
du Gard *• You ask, " What, my dear mother, ar6 
you doing ? are you not going into Britany ?" To this 
I answer,- "We shall, go, my dear; but as M. de 
Ohaulnes will not be at Rennes till tlie ninth of next 
month, we have time enough. for our journey, and shall 
not set out from hence these two days/' This delay is 
not disagreeable to me, as I shall take my measures here 
to go to Nantes in the month of June or July ; I do not 
expect to have any real satisfaction all this whUe> be- 
cause I shall not see you ; you are my ruling star ; I 
htok and hope for another period^ which is at God's 
disposal, as well as every thing else in this world. But 
I often reflect upon your health, your head, and that 
piercing air which destroys you ; the gooda«ss of your 
castle walls pleases you ; and I admire your owq^good* 
pess, which exposes you to this violence. Adieu, my 
•jclearest child ; I embrace you, without being able tp 
tell you bow tenderly I love you. I am reading the life 
of tbe duke d'Ep^rnon* which includes almost a whole 
century, and is very amusing. 

Honoria d'Alt>ert, marstial of Fnoce, and father of Charles d'Ailli, 
•dvike de Cbaulnes, who w mentioned in this letter. 

* This bridge, which is- a beaiitiiul structure, is an ancient Ivork of 
the Romans, upon the Gardon, in Lower Languedoc ; it is buik of 
'hewn stone, of an ama^Dg length «Dd^ thickness^ and has ihne stlriea 
«faichetottejiboveaDOiher. , .* ., «... r 
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LETTER DCCCLXXXVII. 

TO fHE SAME. 

Pecquigm* StttordaTy Api^l dOy 1 689* 

Irl may belieye the wine], my dear chi1d« I am cer* 
tainly at Grignan ; yot(r north-east wind in the open 
country cannot be more violent. I cannot help think* 
ing we arc on the point of entering into snch an unseat 
iBonable month of May as we have often seen at Livr?, 
We have been in this beantifal house these three daysj 
wliere we have the most delightful prospect ; we shall 
set out in an hour for Rouen> which we shall reach to- 
morrow, and where I shall find your letters; it is a 
great grief to me to have been deprived of them for 
these six days ; they are so necessary to the stibsistence 
of my heart and mind> that I faint when they fail me. 
We should have been at Rouen three days ago, if some 
business that madame deClhaulnes has had to transapt^ 
^fid a desire of not reaching Rennes till the ninth of 
May, had not detained us here. For my part, it is of 
very little consequence to me to be a month upon the 
^road;' the interruption of our correspondence is the 
^ly thing that vexes me, I spent ten days very pleaA 
saaftly at Cbaulnes, receiving your letters regularly 
three times a. week. I have been at Amiens, have seen 
the castle of P^cquigni, have written into Britany,. and 
have sent my orders there : I shall not be better off at 
Rennes ; the Rocks a)ond will afford me an agreeable 
solitude^ where I shall, at least, enjoy tranquillity/ 1 
am quite destitute of news at preseut ; I am ignorant of 
the state of your health, whether you have been bled» 
whether Boreas still terrifies you with his blast ; I own 
I am very much afraid of him upon your account ; I 
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know not what part yoo have taken with respect to 
mademoiselle d'Alerac's marriage * ; I know nothing of 
the chevalier or of the marqnis, and I have all these 
things very much at heart. I hope I shall gain intelli* 
gence to-morrow at ftoaen^ from whence I will write to 
you again ; the only i««Km of my writing to-day is, 
ibM %\m muietafeile letter m^y 1^ farwar4^ 9n ^Smi^» 
•sd tbiH yon may n»K to?^ t^ «dd to iAm B^mt^er (if 
ymr um9$im»9m» 4)at of being in suapense lesptpU^f 
ib^ MaVe of my beakh^ wliioh ie perfect ; I wish yoctfi 
wu as good : my love for yoM iadocef me to take f»m 
^ my«elf ; I €i^% nothing ^nU what i» proper ibr mi9, 
never tmo meais «Uk)e ; madmme de Cha^knes wa^ ma- 
diame de Carmao ft^low the fiaise rule, i^ee, my child* 
whether I am convinced of yo^r ^fibqtiosp, swre I ahate 
nothing from thai deligiit£ul tone, which ^Is me ray 
^oofors^lion h ^greeahb to yoo : e^erUt^, then» the 
mste regard for me ; doiibf Qf>t that my lovo ifi fMli as 
l^veat as yours, and wkh muoh gi^ater neaMV- Adieu* 
my dear cWW. I do> iadeed, love PantM^; I find 
myself prejudiced in h^r fitvo^r ; I fancy ti|a( ip tfia 
itiUe altercations betweeo yoy> } sh^i^ be her Mvo- 
cate^ 

Mod»me4eCh^i»)i|es ^d ynftd^mfdeClamiintSi^.^ 
ibommi pf^ily things to yqy, The l^H^r is « fsm^ 
ffudefj she hnowi .somethiDg of ev^fiy ^ipg ; I kf^0 
ako tiHle of i^is tinfitiire,4iQ ^t o«r mg^t^^ »gim 
»«!y woli together, 

^ Hef^i^f Ppaaijuel Humult, {oar^is de yibz|ue. 
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LETTER DCCCLXXKVJIL 

TO T»B SAME. 

IjitBTT lastni^ ftt Rotien, from whcmoe I wfotte yon 
a Hue, menefy to inferm you that 1 b«d f«oieived two 
of your ieliera wkh gresl tfiection. I do oot .give way 
to all iu effusions ; for I should too ot&en shrink from 
&» ooiBkit, thM is lo 6ay» froHi th^ society: it i^ 
enough for me to feel it, not lo examine it tOiO near. 
Booen is ekven leagucB fnom Pon^Andemer ^ iv^ »ro 
come hene to elorp. I ha^e seen t^ finest country m 
the world, the most deltghtfol meadow, and aU the 
mecnderings of the beautiful ^ine, whose ihankt, for 
four or five leagues, are not inferior to the L^ire ; thojr 
SM graeeAii, adorned with houses and trees, young 
,w^U)««, and little: oaaak, that ore cut from this ^eol 
-river ; all this is, indeed, beautiful. I had no recolleor 
iion of Kotaiandy, I was too young Mym I A»w it j 
^as ! there is not, perhaps, one person to be foimd 0f 
aU I formerly MMV there; this is a neliMoboly i^ifleo^ 
41011 ! I hopetofind^ at Caei^ inhere wo shall bo M 
Wednesday, yoorietter of tbelwje»ty<'fif9t, «i(t Ihgnsigf 
IL de C^umkMs. I jTonataaftly took my :9ieals w^ ^ 
chevalier till my departure ; Lef^ did nol »ifianito m^ 
I w^s deliglited to converse with him on your affairs, I 
feel the loss of his society ; I seem to be in an unknow9 
country, by never entering into this subject. Corbi- 
nelli would not spend the evenings with him, his phi- 
losophy went to bed ; I saw him in the mornings, and 
the abbe 6igorr6 often came to tell us the news. 
I shall watch your return, which will regulate mine; 
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you are my ruling star. When I set out, M. de La* 
moignon was at Baville with Coulanges. Madame du 
Lude, niadame deVerneuil, and madame de Coulanges, 
caipe from their conirents to bid roe adieu; they all 
met at my house with m^dame de Vins, who was just 
returned from Savigny. Madame de Lavardin also 
came with the marchioness d'Huxelles, madame de 
Mouci, mademoiselle de la £ochefoucault> and madame 
du Bois : so many farewells made my heart very heavy, 
I had on the preceding day embraced madame de la 
Fayette, this was the day after the holidays ; I was 
quite astonished at my departure ; but, my dear child, 
I was in reality going to greet the arrival of spring in 
every place I passed through. It is a beautiful spring; 
so brilliant and mild, that I wish for you every moment 
to enjoy it with me, instead of still sutiPering that cruel 
Boreas, who destroys you, and kills me whenever I 
think of it. 

: I embrace Paulina, and pity her in not having a taste 
for history, it is a great amusement ; does she, at least, 
like the Moi*al £ssays, and Abbadie^, as well as her 
dear mamma .^ Madame de Chaulnes sends you a 
thousand friendly remembrances ; she takes great care 
of me, ' indeed too great. It is impossible to travel 
through a more beautiful country, with greater com- 
fort, in greater style, and with less restraint Adieu, 
nty beloved, this is enough for Pont-Audemer ; I will 
^rite to you from Caen. 

* Author of an excellent Treatise upon the Truth of the Christian 

^ligipn. 



Digitized by Google 



MAPAME DB SOIGNE. tfl 



LETTER DCCCLXXXrX. 

I 

TO THB SAME. 

Caen, ThoTsday, May 5, 1689. 
I THOUGBT I should receive at this place your letter of 
, the twenty rfirst of April, which I did not receive at 
Rouen ; it would have been a pity to have lost it. Good 
heavens ! in what a tone, with what a heart, for tones 
spring from the heart, and in what a, manner do you 
talk of your affection for me ! It is true, my dear count- 
ess, the business of Avignon is a great consolation : ii\ 
as you say, it had come at the flow of your finances, 
how greatly would it tiave facilitated a journey to 
Paris ! Your expenses have been very great, and this 
will only make Xip deficiencies; but, as I said the pther 
<Iay, you must have lived to receive these favours frotu 
Providence; nevertheless, my child, tthis same Provir 
dence will enable you, by another channel, to come tQ 
Paris ; we mu*t wait its determinations. 

It is not easy to comprehend how the chevalier, with 
so many complaijUs, will be able to make a campaign; 
but he seems determined, at least, to show that he wishes 
it sincerely; this, I believe, no one doubted. He is 
very much inclined to go to Balurac for the sake of the 
waters ; I have seen the unfeigned approbation which 
the capuchins bestowed on these waters, and .as they 
confirm hi^ good opinion of them, he must act as hei 
pleases; he has good sense, and knows what he is doings 
But, good heavens! what a man is our marquis ! will you 
believe us another time ? When you were inclined to 
draw unfavourable consequences from his childish fears, 
we told you that he would be the thunderbolt of war ; 
be is one, and you have made himso; indeed, he is an 
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amiable youth; bis dawning merit promises a noble 
growth : God preserve him ! I am persuaded you do not 
doubt the tone in which I utter this. 

T do not think you will have the courage to obey your 
father Lanteme*. Would you deprive Paulina^ who has 
a good understanding, of the pleasure of exercising it, 
in reading the beautiful pieces of CorneiHe ; Polyeuotes, 
Cinna, &o.? To have only this scrap of devotion, with- 
out being led to it by the grace of God, seems 1o me 
lilce wearing boots without stockings ; it has no connex- 
ion or confermity with the rest, I do not dnd that M. 
and madame de Pomponne treat Felicity f in tlie san>e 
manner, who learns Italian, and every thing necessary 
to form the mind ; 1 am [>ersuaded that she will study 
and explaio ibe ftne works in question. Madame do 
Vins was edueated in the same way {, and yet they 
will not fail to teach thoir daughter to be a Christian, 
what k is 10 bo^a Christian, and all the beauty and so* 
Hdity of our religion : this in all I shall say to you on 
the subject. I beliovt Paulina imitates you in baTing* 
an aversion to history ; I think it very amusing. I am 
very much pleased with the life of the duke d*£pernon 
by Girard ; it is not new, but it has been recommended 
to me by my friends, and by Croisilles, who have read 
H with pleasure. 

A word respecting my journey, my dear child. Wa 
eame here in three days from Rouen, without any ad« 
^Fenture, except fine weather and a charming ^ing, 
eating nothing but the best of every thing, going to rest 
early, and «u#ering no inconvenience of any kind* We 
l^ived here this morning : we shall not set out till to* 

* From l^emerie^, foolUh or ridiculous storioB. 
f Cathcrinc-FeHcit^ Arnauki de Pomponne, married to John-Baptist 
Colbert, marquis de Torci, and minister of state. 
% 6lster •f mttdame de Pctopomie* 
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XkOfww, hi onierto reachBol in thrw days, anfl lAum 
f^ to Reimer; Sf . de Chaalnes expecte ub with a Iww'si 
impatience. We were upon the seci^eoast at I)iv«, 
where we sfept; it is a fine country. Caeo is ^ve piet- 
tiest» cleanest, most cheerful, best-stiuated city in th* 
world: its streets are spacious, its buiklfngs elegant, 
and its churches magnificent ; to this add its fields and 
walks, and, in short, that it is ^ birth^phvce of all our 
geniuses^. Oar friend Segrais is gone to messicws d« 
Matignon, which is a disappointment to me. Adieu, 
my beloved child ; I embrace you a thousand times. 
Yea acb now in the dust of your buildings. 



M3TBR DCCCXC. 

'BO TItfi »AWB. 

Dol, Moiu!ay, May fl, 1689. 

Wft arrived here yesterday somewhat fatigued, and the 
koffs^t atiU more so. This is the place wh^re I came 
la 4ee M. and jnadame de Chaulnes four years ago. 
We paoae from Caen in -two days to Avranches; we 
We found the good bishop f of this city dead and buried 
a week before ; he was Tesse's uncle, a pious prelate, 
who was so much afraid of dying out of his diocese, 
that, to avoid this misfortune, he never quitted it. There 
are some, whom nothing but death could bring into 
theirs. We found all the domestics of this good man 
in tears; his shade, however, did not deny us a good 
supper and comfortable beds. From my chamber* 
window I saw the sea and mount St. Michael, that 

• John-Renauld de Segrais, of the French academy, was of Caen, 
u well as lia!hefbe, Hnet, 8ec. 
t aibrtel^FbiKp.4e £^«Jki, i>isfaop of AvnaolMB. 
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proad liill^ which you saw so haughty, and which saw ^ 
you so beautiful : I recollect this journey with aflBectipn j 
do you remember our dining at Pontorson ? We were a 
long time upon the shore, constantly looking at this 
mountain, and I constantly thinking of my dear child. 
At length we arrived heye, where I defy death to catch 
the bishop. We found a guard belonging to M. de 
Chaulnes, who is employed in receiving all the troops, 
who come from every quarter ; the grief and astonish- 
ment of the inhabitants of Britany are deplorable, as 
these arc^ thmgs to which they have been strangers 
since the wars of the counts de Montfort and de Blois: 
in short, nothing but tears and lamentations are to b« 
seen and heard on every side. We shUll rest to-day. 
My son is with h\& wife at Rennes-; I shall take up my 
abode with the good Marbenf, though she is not upon 
the best terms with this duke and duchess, being en- 
tirely devoted to M. de Pontchartrain ; but I must sub- 
mit to this trifling mortification ; I shall always follow 
my own plan, I am upon good terms with every one. 
It is only for the sake of conversing with you thfit I 
vi^rite ; for I have neither an answer to make you, not 
any news to communicate. Adieu. I am in very good 
health, and have got rid of my fatigue : this good 
duchess is no bad travelling-companion; she loves and 
embraces you with her whole heart. 

LETTER DCCCXCI. 

TO THE SAME, 

Rennes, Wednesday, May 11, 1689. 

Wb arrived at Rennes yesterday from Dol, which is 
ten leagues ; we have travelled a hundred long leagues 
in eight days and a half. The dust injures our eyes; 
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t)ut thirty women, who came to meet the duchess of 
Chaalnes, and whom we were obliged to embrace ih 
the midst of the dust and in the burning sun^ as well aS 
thirty or forty gentlemen, fatigued us much more than 
the journey had done. Madame de* Carman, who is 
Tery delicate, sunk under it ; but I went through the 
whole without any inconvenienced M. de Chaulnes 
came to dinner, and showed me great attention. I 
discovered my son in the vortex ; we embraced each' 
other cordially, and his little wife was delighted to sec 
me. I gave my place in madame de Chaulnes*s car- 
riage to M. de Rennes, and went with M. de Chaulnes, 
madame de Carman, and my daughter-in-law, in the 
bishop's carriage ; we had only a league to go. I came 
to ray son's to change my dress and refresh myself, and 
from thence went to sup at the hotel de Chaulnes; 
where I met with the good marchioness de Marbeuf, 
to whose house I returned to sleep, and where I ^m 
lodged like a real princess de Tarente, in a handsotne 
chamber, hung with fine crimson velvet, and oma-- 
tnented like that at Paris; a good bed, in which I slept 
weir^ a good hostess, who is charmed to have me for 
an inmate ; a good friend, who has the kindest senti- 
ments for us ; all this must please you. Here I am fixed 
for some days; my daughter-in-law, like myself, casts 
a longing eye towards the Rocks, impatient to go and 
repose herself there ; she cannot long support the hurry 
and bustle occasioned by madame de Chaulnes's ar- 
rival : we shall take our time ; I always thought her 
vcty lively and pretty, very fond of me, and delighted 
with you and M. de Grignan ; her regard for hin\ 
makes us laugh *. My son is as amiable as ever, and^ 

* Madame de S<5vign(rs daughter-in-law bad never seen M. de 

Grignan. 
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l^pears very glad to see me; he is very haodseme ia 
hisperu»n, enjoys perfect heal th«,aQd is exiremely lively 
wad witty ;, be talks mncb of yoa« and yogr sqd# whom 
be loves; be, has heard aucb praiaes of biou as afieot 
and aurpnse him; for, Hke ue^ he imagined he was ooly 
a little awnkey, aad all that is related of him is solid* 
aad serious. Talk to xne a. little of your beALtb» loy 
dear child; mine is perfectly. good, which surprises me; 
you are tcouhled with giddinesses ; how did you dare 
give them this name, since you have exploded vapours f 
T4ie pain in your legs gives me pain : our capuchin is 
no longer here, he is gone hack to woric with hia dear 
comrade, whose eyes give y4>u such, disagreeable ideas; 
so that I can no longer obtain advice* either for yxxn or 
Paulina. I entreat you to encourage thisxhild's desire 
of pleasing you, and yxm will make her an accomplished 
woomn; I advise you also to avail yourself of the .fa- 
cility you find in her, to .serve you as a little secretary, 
with liec free hand and good oithograpby ; let this li^le 
personage assist yx^u. 

LETTER DC3CCXC1I. 

TO THE SA>ME. 

Rennps, Sunday, May 15, 1689. 
M. and madame de Chaulnes treat Os here with so 
much cordiality, that it is difficult to refuse them a few 
days more. I believe they will shortly set out for St; 
Malo, where the king is making preparations; so that 
we shall show them great complaisance, at a triflmg 
expense. This good duchess has quitted her numerous 
ch-cle, to come and visit rae so much like a friend, that 
you would love her for it; she found me just going t« 
write to you, and has desired me te inform you of tb« 
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cntKt ali€ uUffn to h«n»lf in baring bro«g|it me Imre 
m such good health. M. de Chaulnee often mentions 
you to me ; he is entirely tikeniip with the militia.; k 
u very ttraage to see fieqile wear hats, who haventrer 
been ao^stomed td any thing but bhie bonnets ; th«y 
neither understand what they are to do^ nor what they 
are not to do : when their muskets were shoiddered^ and 
Mf « de Chauhiies appeaited, if they wished to salute hini^ 
their arms fell em •om side, and their hats on the other; 
they were told not to salute, and the instant after, when 
they were disanned, if they swsr M. de Chaulnes pass, 
, they pressed their hats down with both hands, thus 
taking especial care not to salute hiro. They have 
been told that when in their ranks, they must not go 
either to the right, or to the left; and they suffered 
theimelves to be run over, the other day, by nradame 
de Chaolnes's carriage, without stirring a single step, 
notwithstanding all that was said to them. In short, 
my child, the Lower Bretofts are strange people; 1 
cannot conceive what method Bertrand da Guesclin 
took to make them in his time the best soldiers in 
France. To go on with Britany. I love mademoiselle 
Descartes passionately ; she adores you ; when she was 
at Paris, you had not an opportunity of seeing enough 
of her ; she told roe she wrote to you, with all due re- 
spect to her uiicle, that blue was a colour, and a thou^ 
sand things about your son ; is not this charming ? she 
is to ishow me your answer. I send you an impromptn 
which she made the other day*; tell me what you 
think of'it; I confess, I am very much pleased with it; 
it is natural, and not common. 

Your marquis is very good, very amiable, very at^ 

\In die Recueii de Ccmlan^es some Tenes of this amiable woman are 
to be found, but tbey did not appear of sufficient merit to be Inserted 
liere. 
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tentire to his ddty ; he is a man. ' I find lik reputation 
is quite established here, which surprises me; again, 
'Cod preserve him, yon csunnot doubt my tone. How 
facetious you are in supposing that madame de Roche- 
bonne cannot be alwap in her present state, unless by 
throwing stones I what an idea! 1 am perfectly of this 
opinion, and that it was thus Deucalion: abd Pyrrha* 
so weH restored the universe ; these would do as muth 
in case of necessity : the idea is superexcellent 

LETTER DCCCXCin. 

TO THE SAME. 

Rennes, Wednesday, May 18, 1689. 
Thank God, my dear child, you have been bled, for 
i acknowledge this has very much delighted me ; I am 
.anxfous.to know whether your head has been relieved 
^'by it. Madame de Chaulnes, after having embraced 
the beautiful countess, informs her, that like her she 
*has an uneasy sensation in her legs, which does but ill 
agree with the gravity of the places in which God has 
put you both ; and if you find yourself well from being 
bled, she desires you will inform her. Let her know, 
then, my dearest child, for I shall be glad to find tha^t 
my blood has not been spilt unnecessarily. 
' We have laughed heartily at your entreaty at the 
close of your letter, that I would take medicine; and, 
in fact, I was just preparing to take the powder and the 
capuchin's manna^ but without any necessity, excepn 
the probable effects of Lent, and the length of time 
since I have taken any. So, I have been ojierated upon 
in one way, as you have been in another; I find dtyself 
quite well after it. I had visitors in the evening, M. 4ind 

♦ See the rondeau of Benseradc upon Deucalion and Pyrrha, 
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iMdame. de Chaalnes, madame de Carman, M. de 
Rennes, M. de St. Malo^ M. de Revel, Tonquedec, and 
■everal other illustrioas Bretons, male and female. I 
fancy I see you when I look at madame de Chaulnes, 
conducting yourself well to all, the proper distinctions 
being justly observed; for every thing is measured, 
though natural and fiimiliar. ''I dine in one camp, 
tuid sup in another''^;** that is, in the morning with my 
dear hostess f, and at night at the hotel de Chaulnes. 
The duke is constantly employed,^ sending away troops, 
and lodging them ; nothing but reviews, drums beating, 
soldiers, regiments, and officers ; two tables, one con* 
sisting of eighteen covers, and the other of ten. Every 
thing is splendid, as the chevalier says, and ** Every 
thing flies like a ferry-boat with the cable cut." Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes thanked me for this comparison, and 
said to me in a whisper, " If I had children I would 
not act thus/' We shall go on Monday to the Rocks, 
to rest ourselves a little; my son is quite impatient to 
be there, his wife ought to be there, and I pant for the 
woods of the Rocks. We shall say that our return will 
be speedy ; God will direct our thoughts and our de- 
signs. I have just been reading a pretty letter that 
mademoiselle Descartes has written me; let Paulina 
answer it for you, and do honour to M. Descartes and 
to religion; as a miracle is absolutely necessary, it is 
easy to introduce it as you shall find occasion. I some- 
times laugh at my friendship for mademoiselle Des- 
cartes ; I naturally turn to her, I have always some- 
thing to say to her; she seems to me to be related to 
you, on her father's side % ; and thence, perhaps, I bor- 

* This is a line firom a tong of Blot's, niadt during the wan of tb* 
Fronde, 
.f Mtdupe de Marbeuf. 

X Madame de Grignan used to call Descartes her father. 
VOL. Vlll. F 
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row a^ small portion from mj dear daugfiter. Adksj 
my beloved child; take care of yourself, and remembor 
that I am in perfect health. Paulina now writes a pretty 
band, but for you it would hstve been a vile scrawl; 
this is not the only good you will do her. I am grieved 
to think, I did not nurse the chevalier in his last illness; 
I fancy he is going to follow y(»iir advice> and that of 
M. de Louvois ; he is prieparing for the waters^ and h0 
will do well. Our marquis still conducts himself ad- 
mirably. 

. M. de Lavardin ^ is set out from Rome on Ms return ^^ 
you will have Avignon a long while. 



LETTER DCCCXCIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Rennes, Wedneschy, May 35, 1689. 

I AH just setting out with my son and his wife for the 
Bocks. The duke de Chftulnes is gone to Lower Bri- 
tany ; and madame de Chaulnes will set out immedi* 
ateiy to wait for him at St. Malo : they would not suf- 
fer us to leave them sooner. We have remained a fort- 
night through mere complaisance ; for my part, I ana 
so overwhelmed with visits and duties, that I am really 
at the last gasp. I require rest and quiet in the de- 
lightful woods of the Rocks; I shall be therelto-nightt 
and shall be very prudent ; for I am constantly thinking 
how to please you. We all supped last night at M. 
de Rennes's; it is nothing but feasting; this is the land 
of good cheer ; the meat is Ene, and well larded, and 

•* He was ambassador extnordinaiy at Kome-, firom whence he was 
recalled, after having received many insults from pope Innocent XI. 
mAk regard to the firanchises, and other compluBts of the court of 
Fraace against that of Rome* 
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the butter excellent. M. and iinadame de Chaulne^ 
wotold eaeh have written to you, if they had not beeii 
sR> much harried. Madame de Chaulnes said to the 
with tears in her eyes^ and almost choked ; '' At least, 
iofomi the beautiful countess, that I leh you in good 
beidth/' Sh^ Is, indeed, an excellent friend, who ac- 
^its herself admirably of the part Providence assigns 
her. I have novv been with her six weeks, and, during 
that time, her thoughts haVe beeta solely employed in 
taking care of me, in watching over me, and giving me 
the most unreserved plrooft of her affectidn. Madame de 
Carman is set out for Lbwer Britany ; she possesses 
fli6me of the most amiable qualities in the world ; you 
would love her if you knew her. Madame de MarbeUf 
is grieved at my leaving her ; though I am part of the 
day upon her hands, she is loth to give me up ; she 
knows, however, tbe necessity of my going to the 
Rock6. I will inform you when I go to Nantes, and 
when tny son is at the bead of the nobility. My whole 
attention is now engaged in securing the remittance of 
some bills of exchange to Beaulieu, who will take care 
to satisfy the most covetous of them all ; I am just like 
a ship th^t wants to be careened. You desire me, my 
dear chik), to acquaint you with my affairs ; this is my 
present situation, and^ ttiese are my designs ; I have not 
yet done any thing ; I shall concert my measures with 
the abb* Charier in regard to Nantes. 
* The chevalier will settle the most important of your 
affiiirs, before he sets out. I share in the joy you will 
have at seeing hhn, and the benefit I am sure he will 
receiv^ from the waters of Balaruc. M. de Grignan 
will return triumphant, and will not deserve to be 
thrown over those shattered ballustrades, which have 
made such convenient breaches for the execution xxf 
your design. But will you always be the dupe of this 

f2 
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expense ? recollect that the north wind has ofiten played 
you. the same trick. You alarmed me, for I thought it 
bad carried away all the trees, and consequently all the 
nightingales; but it is with pleasure I find there are 
enough left for them to sing in, and for you to know it 
is spring by their opening verdure ; you have also gen- 
tle showers, which make you recal to mind our poor 
Livri. Your couplet is very pretty ; the air .which 
Arcabonne * has given us, is a valuable acquisition ; it 
is played with such ease and success as are sure to 
please; I sing yours, but it is to myself. - Your bro- 
ther is quite dissipated; I can scarcely speak a word, 
or present your love to him ; he will be more tractable 
at the Rocks. Madame de la Fayette informs me, that 
the has seen M. d'Aix, who can talk of nothing but 
your merit; she thinks you are the true bond of union 
between this prelate and all the Grignans. Adieu, my 
dear child, I must go; I am to enter our woods by the 
gate of Vitr^; there are ten walks that you know no* 
thing of, and my son is to surprise me with a parterre, 
and two new squares. We must quit this solitude to go 
to Nantes ; this is a melancholy necessity. 

This is the news from Brest: M. de Chateau-Renaud 
has safely landed his troops, arms, and money, in Ire* 
land. Lord Herbert attacked M. de Gabaret, who was 
at sea with part of our fleet. M. de Chateau-Renaud, 
after having covered the convoy, for which he was ap- 
pointed, came to the assistance of M. de Gabaret ; the 
fight lasted seven hours; when the English sheered o£S 
much disabled and shattered, into their ports. The, 
French pursued them ; and in their return they fell 
in with seven Dutch merchantmen, which they have 

* See the monologue of Arcabonne in Amadis de Gaul, Act II. 
scene 1. At that time an infinite number of parodies were made ttpo» 
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broaght into Brest ; this capture is estimated at a millioa 
crowns*. 

LETTER DCCCXCV. 

TO THE SAME* 

The Rocks, Wednesday, June 1, 1689. 

Paulina is too fortunate in being your secretary ; sh* 
learns, as I told you, to think, and express her thoughts, 
by seeing how you express yours ; she is learning the 
French language, which most women are ignorant of, 
but you take the trouble of explaining words to her 
which she would not understand ; and by instructing 
her in so many subjects, you relieve your own head and 
mine. The tediousness of dictating, is not equal to the 
fatigue of writing ; and my mind is never at rest, but 
when 1 know yours is so. Persevere, theu, in instructing 
your daughter so properly, and in affording so great a 
relief to yourself and to me. 

When you are assured of my being in perfect 
health, you do every thing that can be done, which is 
to dread its interruption* This too sometimes engages 
my thoughts, and not finding any of those little incon- 
veniences with which you are acquainted, I say with 
astonishment, I must, however, expect that this happy 
state will change; and I conclude, that I ought, as 
upon all other occasions, to submit to the will of God, 
and believe, that in inflicting ills upon me, he will give 
me patience; I will therefore enjoy my. present lot. 

* These evenu are too much coafbunded. The landing took place 
OD the a I St of March, and the naval engagement on the lath of May. 
It is knomi that king James could not support himself in Ireland for 
»0M than a year. 
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The coadjutor* has had the colic; he has passed 
two more stones. I write nonsense to him ; I t^ll liiia 
I do not lend htm my apartment for. the purposes 
of lying-in; that he sho\)ld be satisfied with the two 
painful children he brought forth last year, to which I 
was both witness and godmother; and ask what he in- 
tends to do with this cruel fertiUty* which will perhaps 
strangle its father, if it be not mollified and managed. 
I sincerely pity the chevalier, and am delighted that he 
i^ convinced of the care I would have taken of ham ill 
his illness. I do not uqder^tand how any one can hesi* 
tate in giving the preference to the. waters of Balaruc^ 
I was present when he was adyised to^o thither; aftec 
its virtues had been set forth, this was determined on« 
From hence, my dear child, he will pay you a visit, 
and this will bt^ a great happiness to you and all his fa'« 
mity; you will ha^e many things to talk of, you will 
»ot T^ant for conversation. 

The idea of comparing the north wind to the chat« 
iering of the ladies of Aix, appears to me very fan« 
niorous. I know how attentive you are to this sort of 
company : I believe you are still more so to the wind ; 
and if I may judge from your manner of speaking of it, 
you wi^h more ardently for its absence than that of the 
court of your ladies. You may be certain that your ex- 
traordinary terror arises from the unexpected fall of the 
tower; it was not placed there for nothing, it was apa« 
ravcnt, and broke, as you say, the impetuosity of the 
storm. You are unroofed, and I am very uneasy 
respecting you; and, indeed, M, d*Arles might very 
well have dispensed with pulling down the towers 
•f his forefathers. I did not know that he h^d found 

* The archbishop of Aries, whom she still calls, from habit, the eo- 
a^jutor^ as he was so styled during the life of M. d'Arle«| his unclcb 
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Vefsaiiies so agreeable ; you tell me a thousand things 
I was ignorant of before. He will then have the honour 
of the civil petition. Rochon is returned, this is fortu- 
nate. Madame de Buries judgement with regard to the 
business of the grand council was not amiss; she 
thought to cast us into half-yearly labyrinths, from 
whence we could never emerge; to involve us in 
all the intricacies of chicanery ; we were warned of it 
miraculously ; every thing has taken a happy turn in 
this affair. By the bye, the labyrinth of the Rocks id 
a very pretty one, our walks are delightful; my son^s 
folly is to Wish for M. de Grignan here, and to think he 
wouhl find amusement. We are reading the Variatioiis* 
by*M. de Meaux ; ah ! how well this delightful book is 
salted to my taste! The time flies like lightning, 
though without amusement, and even in sorrow ; and it 
carries us along with it. 

It has not rained these six weeks* and has been 
intensely hot ; now it is cold, though there has beeii no. 
i^tn,' and vre hare fires again. I told you that all the 
liobiltty of these cantons^ to the number of five or six 
hundred, had chosen your brother for their chief; this 
is considered as a very great compliment ; but it will 
occasion a ridiculous expense. He has not yet re- 
ceived orders for setting out ; we wish that such an Un- 
neoessary encampment may not take place. 

♦ Histpire des Variatiom des Eglises Protestantes, by.Bossuet: * 
nastei^piece of eontrorersy, in which we often recognise the hand cj£; 
the great orator. Bat the schbms of the churches, whose doctors did 
nor pretend to infallibility, and who kid down as a principle the liberty 
of examining and interpreting, proved little against these cfaurclMs. 
This work fi)llowed the revocation of the ecKct of Nantes, as the Expo* 
ntion dt: la Fot preceded it. The one seems a prepaiative ta it^ the other 
ajnstificationofit. 
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LETTER DCCCXCVI. 



TO THE SAME. 



TheRocks^ Sondaj, JontS, I60f. 

I HAVE receifed both your letters at once; I am glad I 
resisted the desire of making myself unhappy. Mar- 
tillac assures me you are in perfect health; and that no- 
remedies were ever more timely administered: they 
have at length cured you of your indispositions ; this* 
alone was sufficient to bring them into repute. I have 
lost sight of the uneasiness which the duchess de 
Chaulnes felt in her handsome legs ; she often write»U> 
me without mentioning it I have informed you, my 
dear child, of the good state of my health ; this medi* 
€ine^did me neither good nor harm. I have no vapourv 
nor do I take Jacob's essence ; for there is no need of 
medicine when we are well : I no longer start in my 
sleep, and my hands are well ; in short> I cannot help, 
thinking you are .guilty of ingratitude, to be so much 
concerned at my health, instead of returning thanks to 
God, and supposing I deceive yoii, when I tell you the 
simple truth. I am astonished at my own situation, 
and, like you, anticipate evil. It is not po»ible, 
I think, for this state to continue long, and we must, 
expect the usual indispositions attendant on human 
nature; God is the master, and I submit to his wilL 
He commands the chevalier to seek relief at Balarucv 
and I am convinced he cannot do better : you will have 
the pleasure of seeing him at Grignan, and this pause 
will do him as much good as the waters. You will have* 
a delightful society ; when it shall please Providence tt> 
add your mother and your son, I shall return thanks as 
for a precious favour, but I darft not look so far Into 
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ifbtarity. It Is singular that madame de Bagnols, who 
left this boy an infant, should find him an established, 
resolute, intrepid soldier, who throws his arms round het 
neck and embraces her: he is now perfect; he wanted 
tiothing but thid degree of ease and familiarity ; he was 
timid, but he is no longer so ; how amiable he is, and 
what a good course he takes ! God preserve him, for to 
this we must always return. Madame de la Fayette 
will write to M. de Boufflers; your son meets with 
friends on every side ; at first they were yours, they are 
now his. I hear that the chevalier is to ^et out to-day, 
at which I am highly delighted. 
. God forgive me, but M. de Lavardin's return gives 
me great joy ; 1 can comprehend all the pleasure you 
receive from Avignon 5 it is Providence who sent you 
this succour. I am wholly occupied with you and your 
affairs ; I do not forget my own, nor to give the neces- 
sary orders; my chief object at present is to be here 
and remit some cash : but it is very difficult to touch it 
in this country ; the troops ruin every thing. All pos- 
sible precautions are taken, as if the prince of Orange 
thought of nothing but us; and probably nothing 
will be realised, but the desolation of this province. 
My son is still with me ; we tremble lest he should be 
obliged to obey M. de Chaulnes's orders, and repair 
immediately to head the nobility ; this is called being 
co\one\ o( SL regiment of nobihttf ; it includes both that of 
Rennes and Vitre, making in the whole five or six hun- 
dred gentlemen. Our soldiers now begin to perform 
their exercise with a tolerable grace, and will soon do 
as well as the rest; every thing appears ridiculous in 
the beginning; I assure you there are some at Vitr6 
that make ^ very good figure. 

Do not suppose, my dear child, that by taking up 
my abode at madame de Marbeuf^s, I had any sort of- 
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misunderstanding with M. and madame de ChaiiUies; i 
mentioned it to them, and they were very well pleased; 
besides^ as madame de Carman was with them, I sboald 
not have had a moment's rest in that house. I was ex* 
tremely well accommodated at the good marchicHiess^s; 
and I succeeded in bringing about an accommodatieii 
between her and the duke and duchess, so that, through 
their regard for me, they forgot all that had past* 
and invited her to dinner. Her offence was, having re- 
ceived M. de Pontchartrain at her house, having gtv^ 
him a magnificent supper, and said, that he was const* 
dered as the saviour and restorer of the profince. You 
may guess the effects of such a speech : she denies it, 
and no more is said on the subject. I am sorry Pau- 
lina's cold prevents her writing for you ; I am novir ac- 
customed to her writing, and think it is a relief to you, 
I have not tormented you with mademoiselle Descartes's 
letter, she would send it to you. You will, no doubt* 
acquit yourself well in answering it ; it is a pretty little 
question to discuss, and you will treat it with an air of 
lightness that will easily bring you off*. 

If madame da Bois de la Roche's brother had joined 
to his Parisian dialect, his sister's horse-laugb, it would 
have been impossible for you to have resisted. Larrei 
will be with you: he is, I believe, a son of the late M. 
Lenet, who was attached to the late prince, and was very 
young when I used to laugh with him. How well you 
express yourself, in speaking of the haughtiness and 
confidence of youth! We depend only on God and our 
sword; nothing is impossible, every thing yields^ if 
flexible, and easy. In a different character, and pos* 
sessing less beauty, I also was sensible to the charms of 
this situation and its prosperities; but, as you say, a 
time comes, when we must change our style. We find 
that we stand in need of all the world ; we are engaged 
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in a iaw-suit, we most take the advice of comue( 
must acconiiDodate ourselves to 9\\, must live with the 
Mvkig^ must cranap our genius on one side, and give it 
free scope on the other : for my part, I find that your 
kopwJedge of things is a thousand degrees beyond the 
extent of my capacity, and I never cease to admire it. * 
It is dismal weather^, it rains, the wind blows, and it 
is very cold; no more walks ; send us some of your 
heat> some of your sun; we thank you for your north 
wind, but he is rather too exalted a companion for us. 



LETTER DCCCXCVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, Jane 8, 1689« 
The resolution you have formed of going to your estate 
in Avignon, is a very good one ; it is right that people 
who so willingly give you, what they gave to the vice- 
legate, should have the gratification of seeing you : a 
more convenient time could not be chosen; after this, 
ywL will be at liberty, and will have no occasion to quit 
your castle, but when it suits yourself. By the time 
3^ou receive this letter, you will have a tolerable good 
society; ah lis it possible that the chevalier can be with 
yo« ? how happy you will both be ! When will mj 
turn cone? 

To pass as quickly as possible over the chapter of 
health, I assure you that the medicine I took, was only 
to chime in with the authors, who say we should now 
•nd then have recourse to medicine well or ill ; and I am 
leally so well as to be terrified at it : it is not natural^ 
• to be wholly free from the comphiints that used to 
trouble me. I know not what Providence reserves for 
me; in the mean while I am economical of Q>y healthy 
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I am prudent in iny^diet^ and no longer bafe a wish to 
walk in the evening air, or to look at the moon ; I begin 
to correct myself of these foUies, and think it strange 
that ey^n at Livri I was still as full of them, as when I 
was twenty : but this is no longer the case. After hav- 
ing read and talked sufficiently, we separate ; I take a 
solitary walk in the woods, and read your delightfal 
letters, with a mixture of pleasure and pain. The che« 
▼alter makes me very uneasy respecting the situation of 
M. de la Trouse; pray tell me all you know of it. I 
believe, my dear child, that this letter will find you all 
assembled at Grignan, and that you have not left Pau- 
lina at Aubenas ; I shall be very happy to influence 
you in her favour, and to know how she stands with you : 
I assure you that gentleness and reasoning will produce 
the greatest effect with her ; and, indeed what other 
means can succeed with a person of understanding, who 
endeavours only to correct herself and to please you ? 
My son is still with us : we tremble at the dreadful man- 
date to repair into Lower Britany, there to incur great 
expense, without any other advantage than depriving 
us of the company of our indefatigable reader; this en- 
rages Uff. 

I enclose you a note, which madame de Marbeof de- 
sires me instantly to send to you, to know if it be true 
that the son of M. de M^*^^ is so rich and so well set- 
tled ; I can answer for the beauty of his house, furni- 
ture, and plate. She wants to know the grandeur of his 
house, meaning his alliance ; I say that it is very la^rge, 
meaning literally his house ; we must pass ever this, as 
well as we can, and dwell upon the rest, which is very 
good. I should be very happy to serve this worthy 
onah, who seems to be your friend. He appears incNn- 
ed to emigrate, and marry his son in our Britany. I 
;ihall do my best to effect this^ and so will my son, as 
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soon as yoa have answered this note, and I know whe« 
ther it will be agreeable to you. This is enoagh for to- 
day, my dear countess ; you are in too good company td 
write or read long letters. 

LETTER DCCCXCVlIL 

FROM M. DE siviGNi TO THE SAME. 

Tlie Hocks, Sunday, June 13, 1089. 
I WOULD rather have been the author of your letter to 
mademoiselle Descartes^ than of an epic poem, or half 
tlie works of her uncle ; I am delighted with it, and ne^ 
Ter did Rohault^, whom you quote, speak so clearly 
upon the subject. With regard to myself^ I can assiire 
you, that if the inquisitor of Avignon will give you 
leave, after you have explained youjr doctrine to him, I 
shall hold it for orthodox, and even for the only rational 
one we can have in a mystery of faith. Do not sup- 
pose, however, that this letter which I so willingly praise, 
and even admire, is without a fault ; it has one which I 
have had a good deal of trouble to correct : the writing 
is as difficult to decipher, as the subject upon which you 
reason is to be understood ; in fact, it is not writing, 
but figures, some of one shape, some of another ; it is 
a great and beautiful variety of hieroglyphics, which 
cannot fail to please the sight, when they are no longer 
intelligible to the understanding. My mother is per- 
fectly well, make yourself easy therefore upon this 
bead ; she leads so quiet and regular a life, that for this 
reason it is almost irksome; but this is not worth a 
thought. I embrace you a thousand times, my beau- 
tiful little sister ; do as much for me to your illustrious 
spouse, and give my love to Paulina. 

• A celebraM Cartetian philosopher. 
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LETTER DCCCXCIX. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVlGNE TO THJB SAME. 

The Rocks, Sundayi Jnnt 1% 1689. 
Mr son is delighted with your letter ; and know that I 
bestow on it an equal share of admiration. . I under* 
stand it, I assure you I understand it, and I do not sup- 
pose any thing more to the purpose could have been said 
on this redoubtable subject. For a long titoe I said in 
my ignorance, " Is not a miracle necessary, to explain 
this mystery according to Aristotle's philosophy ? if h« 
requires one, Descartes is in the same predicament, and 
there is more sense in what he says, till we come to the 
part which destroys it all/' The good mademoiselle 
Descartes will be iiT raptures ; she will say nothing, she 
will admire you only with a very amiable Cartesian, a 
friend of my son, who is truly worthy of being admit- 
ted into his confidence. Be at rest, my dear child,, this 
letter will do you great honour, without occasioning 
you any uneasiness. We are here in a state of tran- 
quillity, peace, and .silence, somewhat different from 
yours at Avignon ; you are probably still there. It is 
a handsome city, I fancy it is now quite brilliant; you 
must have been received there with great acclamations 
of joy ; I have accompanied you in all its festivities, for 
yoor presence must have rendered the amusements per- 
petual. I long to receive your first letter from thence. 
Your compliance with M. de Grignan's wish is very 
proper; when he is right you should not thwart him; 
you have taken all your measures well. I very much 
pity M. de la Trousse, I am told he gives up every 
thing to his health ; he is going to Bourbon; this is very 
far from Barege, whither he was destined. 
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We areiD the sad expectation of having poor Sevigne 
snatched from us, to go and take the command of this 
regiment of nobility, for we do not call it the arrierC" 
ban, M, and madame de Chaulnes are at Rennes, they 
are going shortly to St, Malo, we shall pay them a visit 
upon their return. M* de Chaulnes concluded a mar- 
riage the other day, which gave nae pleasure, betweea 
the lUtle du GuescUn, and a very pretty girl with a large 
fortune; when he had. with great difficulty settled tk^ 
wtielesp he said, " Let us draw up the contract ;" the 
parties ccmsented, and he immediately resemed, say- 
ing, *^ What prevents their being married to-morp 
row V Every one exclaimed, " There must be wed*- 
ding*clothes, a toilet, and linen/' — He laughed at this. 
M. de Rennes gave a dispensation of- two banns, and 
the next day being Sunday, one was published in the 
morning, and they were married at noon ; after dinner^ 
the littie bride danced like an angel ; she had learned 
1^ Paris of the duchess's master, and h^d caught her 
air: the next day she was madame du Guesclin, and 
had saved 20,000 livres that would otherwise have been 
spent in the wedding. This is intended as a lesson for 
M. de Grignan, when he is disposed to make a match 
in hb government; both families were delighted with 
this savmg. You care little about this wedding, hut» as 
I was present, I said, ^' I will give my daughtw an ac*- 
connt of it some day.'' It is consistent with good sense 
to rise superior sometimes to trifles and customs. Adieiv 
my beloved child ; I walk with you evtry day, thougk 
you do not see me; which is owing ta the constanl 
bustle of Avignon. 
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LETTER DCCCa 

TO THB SAME. 

The Ro(^» Wedoefdfty, Jaine 1 5> 166f • * 
.What a difference, my dear countess, between the 
splendid, brilliant, and dissipated life you lead at Avi- 
gnon, and the life we lead here, simple, plain, and so- 
litary ! This is agreeable to the order of things, and the 
order of God ; and I cannot believe that^ however you 
may be tinctured with the disposition of an anchoret, 
"these honours, apd this respect, from persons of merit 
and rank, can be unpleasant to you ^ I should even have 
some difficulty in believing it, were you to tell me so ; in 
truth, it is not in nature, not to like sometimes to be 
placed above the rest of the world. When I read in the 
life of the old duke d'Epernon, how. grieved he felt at 
being compelled to leave his -fine government of Pro^ 
vence, all those beautiful cities, says the historian, so 
great, and so considerable; how much M. de Gruise 
fought himself honoured and gratified by the appoint- 
onent ; what a sure mark it was of a sincere peace .with 
ihe king ; what joy he. felt at being beloved and honour- 
^ed there ; I feel that, God having given you the same 
■place, with all the accommodations, distinctions, and 
marks of confidence, which you now enjoy, it cannot in 
xeason and sincerity be styled, the most ridiculous and 
disagreeable thing in the world. I think nothing should 
^v^ you concern, but domestic aflBeiirs and great ex- 
penses ; for, in other respects, if such a place can be 
preserved for our pretty little captain, I can assure you 
it will be a very fine thing. I know your expenses are 
so great, that if they were long to continue, I should 
say to you as I did to madame de Chaulnes, You seem 
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to me in a ftrry boat with the cable cut. But they are 
at an end, you are now in your castle, wher^ though 
you have not much time to yourself, you will not be in 
such a Tortex ; it could not be borne in the long run ; rest 
is necessary at all events : nevertheless if the expense 
could be ascertained in that charming city, and. you 
were to pass a winter in Provence, it would be pleasant 
to be under the rays of so brilliant a sun. M. de Cade* 
rousse has bestowed the highest eulogium upon it, by 
his recovery to life. Madame de Castries^s daughter is 
very handsome, and madame de **** is very amiable, 
and sings like an angel ; M. de Grignan would be in love 
with her. Basset terrifies me; it is a treacherous and 
enticing game; a hundred pistoles are soon lost at it, and 
your journey must cost you enough without this addi- 
tion* But see to what a length the rage of never ceas« 
mg to talk of Avignon, or your grandeur, carries me. 

My son is going to Rennes to receive M. dt Chauhies*t 
orders, to collect and put in Motion those noble regi* 
' ments. He will afterwards return, and spend some dayi 
with us ; and then, without danger, he will keep a great 
table twelve or fifieen leagues from hence-— this is the 
misfortune. M. and madame de Chaulnes are going to 
St. Mauo. Corbinelli has made me laugh by the reasons 
he assigns fdr not having written to you : an extreme de- 
sire of writing to you, added to a thousand opport^nit\et 
of doing so, and a strong conviction that it was his duty ; 
you must be very fastidious indeed if you did not yield 
to such good reasons. He informs me that M. de Sois* 
ionsf attacks M. Descartes very vigorously, merely 

•f* Peter-Daniel Huet, bishop of Soissons, afterwards bishop of 
Avranches, was one of the most learned men of his time, and possessed 
tn extenstre genius. The duke de Montansier, governor of Lewis, 
daopbiiL of France, sou of Lewis XIV. made choice of him u sub* 
(ovemor.to that priucc. 
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in the hqpe of pleasiDg M. de Montausier j for it is imA 
he does not understand what he endeavours to dkprovs. 
Mademoiselle Descartes considers it as a great insirit, after 
the infinite compliments she received from him at Paris» 
on the eulograms due to her uncle and the immortality 
of his name ; there are people who will answer him. 
'* What/* says Cbrbinelli, " a man to attack thejudge*^ 
indent of a prince, and of madame de Grignan, and M* 
dcVardesl" 

I embrace you, my dear love ; you have been in great 
agitation, repose yourself^ I entreat you : I am in such 
perfect health, that I cannot understand what God ior 
tends to do with me. I read the Treatise upon submi&» 
sien io bis will *, which is aiways new to me. What m 
happiness it is to be foixd of reading! I hate written to 
the marquis ; every possible encomium is passed on this 
y^We geuile^tan* Remember me in the most friendly 
manner to all your circle. Are you not fatigued, cbeva* 
%r, sileryourjotifney? 

LETTER DCCCCI. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, Jane 1&, IfiSp., 
I »EAALir love your letters from Avignon ; I read thena 
Over and over again ; they cheer my imagination and 
the silence of oor woods. 1 seem to be there with yoo^ 
I share your triumph, converse with you, entertain your 
company, and honour their nobility and their merit ; in 
short, I enjoy your beautiful sun, the charming banks 
of your beautiful Rhone, and the mildness of your 
air ; but I do not play at basset, because I am afraid 

• This b the second Treatise of VoLL of MonlEm^ 
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^ it: I can anderstand, however, that a life of such 
<U)iitiziual motion may fatigue you ; and I am uneasy 
lest your want of rest dbould make you ill. Ycm 
mast have arrived at 6rignan> according to my calcula- 
tion, a day sooner than the chevalier, who was at Lyora 
OQr the llth^ and set out from thence on Sunday the. 
12th ; BO that you must have been there on Mpnday^ 
and he on Tuesday ; no, you both arrived on the sam^ 
jday : tell me if I have guessed rightly. 

Madame de Vins has sent my congratulations to M, 
de Poaaponne on her son's regiment, and M. de Pom* 
ponne has written me a very pleasing letter, so that it is 
he who writes me word of the pleasure I take ifi this re* 
^^f^^U My soil has just set out for Reimes^ he ]^iU r^ 
m/tn to-morrow ; but in a week he will fix himself there 
with his nobility* to teach them to form themselves into 
fquadrons, and to give tj)em a warlike air ; he is quit^ 
^^^SQc^^j^e. at being thus obliged to return tp apjrpfe^ 
•ion wniiiu i? ^^^ ^^ cordially quitted ^ he will k^pp ^ 
terrific table ; this w iuC X^lilCZ ^d f^^' ^^no; in short, 
it is the will of God. We shall be alone, but the fiqe, 
weather is returtiing to our assistance, with good hooka, 
work, and fine walks. Do not trouble yourself^ my 
dear child, to answer my old letters, I dp not recoUecl 
them ; talk to me of yourself, and all that is at Qrignan» 
I wish the chevaUer«a good stat^ of health, and that h# 
may find some consolation for his misfortunes, in the 
chaurms of your delightful society, and that of all his fa-* 
mily; tdl me his opinion of the buildings* and if Qir- 
caisonne's is always to remain with its arms folded. I 
embrace the count, Paulina, and all who wish to be re* 
membered by me. 
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LErrER DCCCCII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Roduy Wednesdaj, June 92, 1689. 
'Ah! what a beautiiiil procession*! how holy! how 
magnificent! how suitable are the demonstraticms of 
respect! how well adapted all the external parts of 
it, in comparison of your profanations at Aix f, with 
your Prince qfLove %, and paper horses §! What a dit 
ference ! I am struck with the beauty of this cavalcade 
to which is added military music. The perfiimes scat* 
tered so opportunely, the noble and respectful roann« 
of saluting you; M. d^ Gngnan's good looks, which are 
so well suited to these occasions ; in short, the whole 
ceremony aftects and pleases me. This is the place for 
the blue ribbon ; this ornament is intended &$(*p^mnn 
of M. de Grignan*s birth and station ; and yoti a ity^traf p 
Aat the ostentation of modestm^n does not ofiead the 
pride of others ; because it is neither ostentation nor 
pride, and justice is done to real merit. I own, my 
dear child, that in the midst of all this clamour, the com- 
munion surprised me : it is so short a time s'mce -Whit- 
suntide, that your public situation perhaps makes these 
demonstrations necessary ; for, otherwise, I should not 

* Hie procession at Avignon on the day of the F^te Dieu. 

•f* The indecency of the procession exhibited at Aix the same day, is 
•vrried to eztraTagance. This procession was instituted by lUn^ d'Anjoii, 
Jung of Naples and Sicily, count de Provence, who regulated the caval- - 
cade and ceremony. A satire upon this subject may be seen, in a little 
Latin work, under the title of Querela ad Gassendum, 

X The Prince of Love has for several years been omitted. 

% Tliere are men in the procession, who dance about oo patteboaid 
honeS| who appear like a new species of Centaurs. 
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suppbte you more pious than St. Louis, who commun- 
ed only five times in a year. La Chaise* was asked 
with some asperity, where he met with this circum- 
stance ; he showed a manuscript of one of the almoners 
of that king, which is in his majesty's library. In short, 
my child, you know your religion and your duty better^ 
than any one ; this is a noble scieuce. 

You are now at Grignan ; I hope you will sleep better* 
there than at Avignon, where you could not find time, 
for rest. I have indeed serious fears for your health. I 
son very desirous of knowing, when the chevalier is to 
let out for Balaruc. M. d' Aries intends going to Forges; 
does he still persevere in obtaining the civil petition ? 
M. Baron, one of your judges, is dead ; this is a reason 
why you should not let this petition languish ; it is true; 
that death interferes every where so indiscriminately, 
that there is no building upon any thing. You said 
well, '' Shall we never lay aside the custom of attach- , 
iog ourselves to these wretched mortals }" Ah, it is very 
imprudent! and yet by what chains are we not ri vetted ? 
You have made me laugh, by talking to me in a style I 
am perfectly acquainted with, of following madame 
Comuel step by step, for I see and hear you ; if health 
can furnish such hopes, I may possess them ; but God 
knows f desire nothing more than his will ; the futility 
of wishes should always recall us to this submission. I 
still lead the quiet tranquil life I have described to you, 
without restraint, in good society, and, occasionally, en- 
gaged in walking and reading ; your time at Avignon is 
passed is a very difierent manner, but agreeably to the dif- 
ference of our destinies. My son will set out on Sunday 
For Rennes, where he is to keep a good table; and this, 

* John Filleau de k Chaise, author of a life of St. Lonis, much ta- 
tiemed. 
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perhaps^ is the only warfare that will be carried or# 
M. and madamede Chaulnes are at St.Malo« they wish 
very mnch to see me. It seems we are no longer so 
itrach terrified as we were at the prince of Orange^ and 
perhaps ^hese regiments of nobility, for we must speak 
with propriety, will not march farther than Kennes ; so 
that all the blows will fall upon your poor brot^ier. I 
tenderly embrace my dearest countess, and think I am 
sHying^a great many things to the chevalier. Ah, he is 
really at Grignan ! he is no longer confined to that little 
apartment ! he sees you, converses with you ! how happy 
he is in my opinion, notwithstanding his indisposition/! I 
had written to mademoiselle de Meri on her brother's 
illness*; she inlbrms me that since the arrival oi the 
brother de la Charity, he is much better; that his ani'* 
marspirits are again in motion, that he has recovered ' 
his feeling in bis legs, and that he is coming to Paris ia- 
ar litter. 

Mtidismoiselle Descartes is charmed with the beauty 
and excellence of yotir understanding ; she thinks Bri- 
tany unworthy of seeing your letter, except one very ami- 
able man, whom she calls her master, and who admires 
you beyond aoy thing he ever before admired. It is 
true that y^ur letter is a perfect composition, and written 
in a style that does not savour of the dust of philosophy. 

LETTER DCCCCIIl. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, June 2C, 1689. 
At length, my dear child, you have left your charming 
Avignon ; if this residence has not tired you more than 
the account you have given of it has occasioned grief 

* The rotrquis dc U Trootse. 
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t6 me, yon will retain a very agreeable idea of it, and 
a gi^at desire of returning. All your descriptions of it 
have highly aihused us> and particularly your brother, 
who was formerly delighted, like you, with the beauty 
of the situation, the mildness of the air, the freshness 
arising from those two fine rivers * : but what you ob- 
served with greater attention than he, was the noble an- 
tiquity of the churches, honoured, as you say, with the 
presence and residence of so many popes ; the beauty 
of the chapter, which represents so many cardinals, by 
tie magnificence of the dressesf; this is so singular, 
that we have nothing at all like it in France. I have 
steit the masquerade of the Penitents, which cannot 
fail of being pleasing : but you triumph in speaking 6t 
tfce Jews J ; I feel pity for them, and pray. With the 
church, that God may remove the veil that prevent* 
tbem from seeing that Jesus Christ is come ; since the 
qiieen and madame de Bethune have not been able to 
convince them of this truth, they must not be persuaded 
by you. What a miserable and ridiculous representation 
of that noble temple, of that precious ark, of those Re- 
spectable laws! But whence arises that bad smell that 
overcomes all the perfumes ? it is doubtless the nauseous 
odour of incredulity and ingratitude, for virtues are of a 
•weet savour. The hatred which we bear for them is 
extraordinary. Esther has however revived a pleasing 
idea of the young Jewesses ; our Christians would not 
have viewed them with horror. In short, I find myself 
disposed to repeat to you very foolishly all yon have 
related, which will probably prove tedious to you ; but 

* Tht Bhone, and the Dunnce, wbidi empties itself into the Rhone 
tbout a league below Avignon. 

t The choir habits of the canons of the metropolis of Avignoft are 
led, like those of the cardinals. 

t This lektes to the Jewish festival -at AvigsoB. 
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I have suffered the pleasure of retracing such ideas, which 
are a sort of acknowledgement for the affection that hat 
induced you to give me these descriptions, to run away 
with me. 

But could you never take another journey to Avignon, 
without again encountering the same agitations ? could 
you enjoy no repose in that fine climate, nor the society 
of any of the rational beings who inhabit it ? could you 
not sleep better? that is, sleep at all, for you had no 
time for it. Must you always be engaged in that de- 
structive basset? If a general revolutioti were to take 
place in these things, it would be delightful, and the 
chevalier would find himself much better for it: 
for the air of Grignan is very different from that of 
Avignon. You have stolen all hearts; this I have no 
difficulty to believe* For myself, my dear child, 1 am 
not yet thinking of my journey to Nantes ; I am per- 
secuting people there who are in my debt, though I am 
but little disposed for such proceedings. I have a long 
account to settle with the new farmer, and, in this re- 
spect, the abb^ Charier will be very useful to me ; I re- 
turn you a thousand thanks for all you have said to him 
on my account. You see plainly, my love, that what I 
say of myself is as tiresome as what you say of yaurse^ 
ii entertaining. My son went yesterday to Rennes, to 
join his regiment of nobility ; but when he is here, he 
never sees any other passages of your letters but those 
I show him — such are the terms; so that you may give 
me an account of your expenses and losses at Avignon. 
Tell me if mademoiselle de Grignan is to remain any 
time at GiC and whether the coadjutor will have the 
honour of the civil petition. I informed him that ma- 
dame de la Faluere is at Paris ; it is for him to govern 
.her, and prevent her from serving her foolish friend. 
All that interests .you is so dear to me, and I am so oc- 
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Cupicd #ith it, Chat I thirtft ^rioi»1y of ftOtttug c!»« > f 
•ft, however, perfectly obedient to the wilf of PfoVl- 
dfeiice, without whoee iid, I fcckoii dpoir liothirtg. A<ficftf, 
ifly <fc*r cbfW, vthoanre more t^orthy of beitig beloved 
tbsn ftny dtRi]gh1!ep k) creactiott. I etnforaee M. de Grigtidti« 
tftr ebev alief , artrf Paiilina. Mjr dAttghter-itt-lai^ sendK 
sfiectioiiate i*emeiiibrr^iyees to yotr: sbe takes gi-e&t cafd 
9t tbe mthoiH I'estraihf, allowing me eoildtatltly A<% ^o 
*«*(jf. I eite!o«B a note ftorti madanie de la ftiyettfe: ydU 
^11 see vrhat Botifllera says of our child ; I am srfre Bar- 
bcntatte will nevei* throw the dke-box at his head. In 
playmg at backganiittott, as he did af the pfliice of 
E***^*'8, who returned the compliment with the can- 
dlestick : sWords were then drawn, great disorder ert- 
Aied, and the chevalier de Vasse was killed in attempt- 
ing to separate them. 

LETTER DCCCCIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, WednesAqr, Jutte 19, 1689; 
1 CANNOT tell you how much I pity the chevalier; thefe 
are few examples of such a calamity ; his health had 
been in so desperate a state for sotne time, that he caot 
neither reckon upon past disorders, fegi men, nor season; 
r feel his situation painfully, both with i^gard to him- 
self, and with regard to your son, who will be an infi- 
nite loser ; we may see all this at a single glance, with- 
ent offending his modesty by the detail. I am con- 
vinced of this* tttith, and I always look towards God, 
Who gives our marquis a M. de Moiitegut, who is wis- 
dom itself; and all the rest of the regiment, who, to 
jyfease the chevalier, do wonders for the little captain. 
Is not this a sort of consolation not to be found in other 

VOL. VIII. ^ ^ I 
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legiments less attached to their colonel ? The raarqnis* 
has written me so affectionate a letter, that I have beea 
affected at it ; he does not cease to praise M. de Moa- 
tegut; he rallies me, and passes some compliments on 
the fine piece I wrote on M. d'Arles ; it was excellent 
of you to send it to him. He says he has renounced 
poetry, that he has scarcely time to breathe, that he if 
always on wing, and neyer two days at rest; they have 
to deal with a very vigilant man. Pray tell me some 
news of the chevalier; I have. hope from the change 
of climate, the virtues of the waters, and still greater 
from the sweet consolation of being with you and his 
family^ I consider him as a beneficent river, with more 
justice than you cojisider roe as one ; he will give a good 
turn and good order to every thing. It is true, that the 
county olAvignon was a gift of Providence that we had 
no reason to expect; but let us turn our thoughts from 
disagreeable subjects ; yours are but too full of them, 
and my letters are incompetent to divert you. You 
roust preserve your health, the loss of which would be 
a much greater evil ; mine is still excellent. The me- 
dicine of the -capuchins, in which there is no senna, is 
as pleasant as a glass of lemonade; I took it, to think 
no more about it ; and as I had taken none for a long 
time, I did not feel it. You make this remedy of too 
much consequence, ray son did not even keep within 
doors for it; it is only intended to remove what is su- 
perfluous, and does not make you look for the moon at 
mid-day, nor arouse the sleepmg lion. We lead so 
regular a life, that it is scarcely possible to be ill. We 
rise at eight,' and 1, often walk till nine, when the bell 
rings for mass, to breathe the fresh air in the woods: 

^ Lewls-Francb, marqus (afterwards duke) de Boufflersj peer md 
marihal of France. 
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after mass we dress, bid each other good day, return 
and gath«r ovaiige-flowers, dine, and work or read till 
five. Since my son's absence, .1 read to save his little 
wife's lungs; I leave her at five, and retire to these 
ddightful groves, 'vvith a servant who follows me: I 
take books with me, change my route, and vary my 
walks ; fr6m a t)6ok of devotion, I turn to one of his- 
tory, this creates a little change : I think of God and 
His over- ruling providence, possess my soul, and reflefct 
on futurity ; at length, aboul eight o'clock 1 hear a bell. 
This is the summons to' supper; lam sometinies at a 
good distance, I join the marchioness in her beautiful 
lawn, and we are a little society to each other; we sup 
ih the dusic; I return with her to the Place Coulanges, 
in the midst of the orange-trees, and view with an en- 
vious eye the awful gloom through the beautiful iron 
gate, which you have never seen ; I long to be there, 
but feel thait it would not be prudent, I prefer this life 
infinitely to that of Rennes ; is it not a fit solitude for a 
person who should think of her salvation, and who either 
i's or would be a Christian ? In short, my dearest child, 
there is nothing but you that I prefer to the tranquil 
repose I enjoy here ; for I own, with pleasure, that I 
Would willingly pass some more time with you, if it 
pleased God. I roust have the strongest conviction of 
your regard, to give so much latitude to my pen in the 
recital of this melancholy life. I have sent part of 
your letter to my soni it belonged to him : when it is 
for Jupiter ive change: this is a delightful passage; 
your mind b lively and free : your courage, strength^ 
and merit, are superior to any ; you are beloved in the 
same' degree. Adieu, my best and dearest child; I 
hope you will talk to me of Paulina and the chevalier* 
I embrace the count, who is loved loo well. 

c2 
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PllOlf 1IAI>AIIB DB S£T101f£ THE YOUNG BK. 

Indeed, my dear sister, it is true ; I certainly lore hint 
too well^. I dare not teli you that I love his soa also^, 
I should blush with shame ; I only entreat him to call 
me no longer his aunt; I am «o little und so delicate». 
that I can be only his cousin. Madame de Sevigne's, 
Health is not at all like mine, it is stout and strong: I 
am so careful of her that I should almost make yoo. 
jealous : I must own, however, that I put no restraint 
Yjpon her : I let her go into the woods alone, with no 
other companion than books ; and she falls into them as 
naturally as a weazel into a toad's mouth. Though I 
have the same taste and the same liberty, I remain in 
the lawn af dispeito (in spitej of complaisance, which we 
explode from the number of virtues, when we can give 
ik the proper name, and it is not our choice. Yoade-^ 
light me, my dear sister, in telling me that madame de. 
Sevigne loves me ; I have discernment enough to know 
the value of her regard, and to love her heartily in. re- 
turn. We have taken great interest in your triumph 
and your grandeur; but I would not have M. de Se- 
vigne witness themi they would give hira a disgust to a 
life of tranquillity, from whence he has been driven 
only by a provincial whirlwind, which will tost us five 
hundred pistoles. By way of consolation, allow me to 
embrace you with all my heart; 1 dare not say M. de 
Grignan, for 1 have still some modesty left. 

• The pretended passion of madame de S^vign<*8 daiighter-in*Iaw 
f^ ^t. de Grignan, whom she had never seen, gave rise to many jests 
«B aBkUfling t> thej were innocent. 
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MADAME I>£ SEYIGNE CONTINUES. 

t VBinr ftracb approve what my daughter-in-law hat 
written to you» I iiav^ this moment received your let- 
ter of the efghteenth, which had been detained at Vitr^, 
though k arrived, no doubt, with that of the sijtteenth. 
This letter informs me,of the arrival of the chevalier, 
kx^ng ill, unable to stand, and with a disordered sto- 
mach.: do you know what 1 did in reading this letter? 
I wept, like you ; I cannot endure the idea of his ill- 
aesRS : I take as great an interest in him as if 1 were 
really one of his family. I hope change of air and 
quiet will restore him: your attentions have always 
been successful, and I sincerely wish they may be so 
again j pray tell him so. Let me know what room you 
kave appropriated to him, that I may visit him. How 
I pity PiSHilina and madame de Rochebonne for having 
been at Aubenas, while you were at Avignon ! what a 
difference 1 Do not divide your ackliowledgements on the 
victory of the grand council; indeed it was entirely 
•wing to the chevalier, and the respect that is paid to 
him and his friends; you were too good in allowing 
me the pleasure of performing a part in it. I wish the 
same success to M. d'Arles. I embrace my dear count- 
ess with true affection. 

LETTER DCCCCV. 

JO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, July 3, 1 689. 
It is nine months this third of July, reckoning from day 
to day, and from Sunday to Sunday, since 1 left you 
with a deluge of tears, atid more than you perceived, at 
Charenton. Such partings are grievous and bitter, par-" 
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ticularly when we have not much time to lose ; but to 
turn them to our advantage^ we ought to make them a 
period of abstinence and penance, which would be the 
sure means of making them salutary ; it ts certain that 
this holy economy is a favour from heaven, like all 
others, which we do not deserve to obtain. Nine 
months, , then, have passed, in which 1 have neither 
seen nor embraced you, nor even heard the Bouad'of 
your voice; I have not been ill, I have had no par^ 
colar uneasiness. I have seen< fine houses, fine coun- 
tries, and fine cities ; nevertheless, I must ackoowledg^i 
that it appears to me nine years since I left yww- I 
have had no letter from you this post: the delay i».%^ 
ways n disappointment to me. Madame de Lavafrdio 
tells me that she said to raadame de Buri with regmrd 
to Chabrilland's cause, which the last expects to gtiOi 
** You haTe always-great esipectations ; bot one of yosr 
friends, who understands these things, is not of the same 
opinion/* '' Ah \" said she, *' you mean M. de Fiert- 
bet, but I do not believe him.'* And madame de- La- 
raisin afterwards told me, that M. d' Aries is to hiave 
the honour of the civil petition: it is he, then, who is 
to be the solicitor ; but I would not, I think, soHck wrMi 
beat of drum in open court, where people are convinced 
you have already but too much credit. We lead berci 
my dear countess, the life I described to you : it is very 
fine weather ; we are so perfumed at night with jessa- 
mines and orange-flowers, that in this respect I think I 
ain in Provence. M. and madame de Chaulnes kave 
written to me from St Malo, and constantly mention you. 
Write to La Troche, she cannot be consoled for your 
forgetfulness of her ; I know n«it how it has happeaed« 
for yon are punctual : it is not possible that I have no( 
informed you of the death of* her husband ; I expect 
your answer. 
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usrrTER DCCCCVt 

TO THE SA1IS« 

Th€ Rockt, Wednesday, July 6, 1689. 
I mu^ivsi) the two delightful packets^ so essential to 
my reppse, together. Your account of the chevalier 
grieves me ; I never saw him troubled with such va« 
pours^ nor with so disordered a stomach. Were you not . 
afieeted to see him carried into the house ^ You bring 
teurs into my eyes. This has long been a subject of 
ttebnclkdy reflection to me. What a man ! at what 
«a age !' where is be ? where ought he to be ? what a 
MfWiatioOr what a fortune* strangled* suffocated ! what 
a-losa tayowr son I These aire great subjects for medi- 
4iUoii» b«t ta this- we must add* it is- the will of God 
Ibat h should be so; there is nothing to be said to 
tbb^s we must cast our eyes to the ground* and suffer ; 
WB- are not Uie strongest. You seem io be reconciled 
la'the woid vapowrs, which you would not utter till it 
was ^xpiained to you. . You have relaxed in favour of 
Uie correspondence* which must entirely have been de* 
ttroyed if you had exploded this word ; it serves to 
explain a thousand things that have no name; our ig* 
norance lays hold of it as readily as of a Pam at loo* 
Let us then treat the chevalier's vapours properly ; say. 
Birthing to him that can vex him ; let there be no alter* 
cation* no dispute :. his blood is too easily agitated ; it 
catches ^e* and circulates too violently ; this is the 
sote foundation of all bis disorders. 

I am extremely obliged to your good company for 
thinking of* and wishing for* me. I own* I often wish 
myself in that large handsome house* whose inhabitants 
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I am so well acquainted with. Many compliments to 
the new-comer. You hare made me laugh at the 
equipage with whi^h he cam^ int^ y^ur ante-chamber> 
flying from the north wind, which seemed to pursue 
him. I imagine you oaly v/ant this north wind to com- 
plete the building ; what a convenience ! it will not 
fail you in time of need : no weaker persuasions can 
prevail. Do not forget to tell roe the sequel of every 
thing that eccurs at Grignan ; this is the stage that t^^ 
trai ts my aUention the most^ though it be not the iBOtf|| 
important in Europe : but it is every thing tp m^ 
When 1 figure to myself the number of guests you htnre 
ft! Grignan ; that this is what is called living retired, to 
avoid other expenses ; I would laugh if I could: and I 
say, ** My daughter is carried away by a violent 
whirlwind, which she cannot elade> aad which evcMrjr 
where pursues her ; it is her destiny '*' at the sasie iiam 
I eemprehend that God pretportipns your conroge te 
your fate ; and your conduct is so wonderftd, that jtm 
are always in the air, aad yet yoH fly without wingf. 
For my part, my dear child, i fail flat on the ground; 
and when I have nothing, 1 have nothing. My affitifi 
at Nantes are in a lamentable condition ; every thing 
is turned to chicane and seizures, which are carried on 
for twenty years successively. The abb6 Charrser 
d^ily ofletTS roe his servk«s, and to come from a distaoeo 
of fifty kagues, to settle my accounts, if necessary; 
H ift eiH>ugh for me (o tell you how much 1 am obliged 
to him. The weather it, as I haver toki yoxi, delight<« 
lil ; the h^at is pleasant at the Rocks ; and I assure 
you, that the three hours I am alone in these woods, 
with God, myself, you, your lettets, and my book, ap-« 
pear to nie only a nuMnisnt. There is something grateful 
and agreeable in this solitude, this profound silence* 
and this liberty; there is nothing 1 pre^tr to it but 
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yourself; tTiis is my present situation. You say no* 
thing of Paulina, and what the chevalier thinks of her. 
Is it madame de Simiane de Yaureas, or the president's 
kdy, you have with you ? Tell me all this in a breathy 
as well as the concfuct and motions of M. d'Arles in the 
fourth court of inquests, without prejudice to whatRo* 
chon will teU me upon the subject. These things con- 
stitute my true myself, I have been charmed again to 
hear Martillac speak of Avignon, and of your answers 
to the speeches. Good Heavens! my child, what are 
you dreaming of? You think the king or the province 
wiH give something to my son for maintaining and in- 
structing the nobility ? not a penny, I assare you; ihd 
honour is all. 

Do not be uneasy about the letter you wrote to ma* 
demoiselle Descartes ; she admires it m secret, like a 
person of sensse, who knows the consequences of such 
a confidence ; I answer for it that she will never men- 
tion it to any one but to a very worthy man, whom she 
calls her master, and who is as prudent as herselt 

TO THE CHEVALIER PE GRIGNANv 

1 RAYB received real pleasure, sir, notwithstanding the 
aorrow I felt for your ill slate of health, from the sight 
ef your iMac^writing : I thank you for this cpurtesy ; I 
find you better from your Own account than from the 
accoitnts my daughter has given of yon. I had still thit 
vesoorce left, as you say; the knowledge that sbefeelt 
se much for the indisposition of those she loves, as not 
to be able to mention them but in a way calculated to- 
•onvey the most melancholy ideas. 1 am, therefore, in^ 
tlkied to hope that you ^ native air, such good society, and' 
Bi^arac, will restore your health : I assure yon, there 
es^ few things in the world iwish ibr more. Yod. git# 
mat tuA jdy> by inlbnBing me ef i^adome de C^rifnan'tf 

G 5 
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good state of heaUh : I rely very much on what Monl- 
yiad says, but I prefer what you aay. God preserve 
this dear woiAatfk, who is so worthy of being beloved, 
^nd grant her the fortitude necessary to support her 
late, and all the ^Vils that her affectionate heart occa^- 
sions her ! 



LETTER DCCCCVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, July 10, 168^. 
1 HAVE received no letter from you to-day, and must 
therefore chat with you on any thing that offers. M. 
de Seignelai is now at Brest; I am a little uneasy at 
not being able to discover the reason, for a reason there 
roust necessarily be. I advise you to pay attention to 
all you learn from the chevalier with regard to the 
great preparations of our enemies upon the Rhine. The 
abbe .Bigorre does not fear them, either for himself, 
who is safe, or for his friends ; make yourself easy, my 
dear child, about the pretty little colonel, since you 
have him at your finger's end. I believe that the che- 
valier, after what M. de Montegut has told him, will 
Bot dare to repeat that ridiculous expression which 
made us laugh, / know a fool: in truth, he is neither 
a fool nor a child ; and if his manners, which we 
j^rmerly thought too reserved, be now tinctured with 
some boldness, and he habituates himself to conversa- 
tion, he has no fault; in short, God preserve him : this 
is the burthea of my song. It seems, by a letter Ro- 
cbon has v^ritten to me, that M. d' Aries has a great deal 
•f business upon his hands. His opponents are his 
^ends : madame Talon has been the means of making 
her husband protract ours^ at the instance of madamf 
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de Bari ; but if this delay continues much longer. M, 
d'Arles will complain to the king. Madame de Felu^re 
is another adversary ; if, through her great friendship 
for madame de Buri, she should change her sentiments' 
m favour of her friend^ this prelate will easily surmount 
ill difficulties ; honest Rochon entreats me to believe 
that every thing will go right. I agree that M. Gui did 
not speak amiss to the grand council, but I nevertheless 
thought, without prepossession, that the simple truth 
appeared much stronger in Rochon's discourse ; and 
this is so certain, that if the chevalier recollects, he can 
inform you that we were quite in despair at not having 
our cause tried upon the spot, before the iron was cold; 
this was a sign that we were then convinced that the 
judges were well disposed towards us, and that we were 
afraid they would become indifferent the next day ; 
but God gave us the pleasure of this victory : I shall 
never foFget it, and I wish ]VL d'Arles as .complete a 
one; 

We still lead the same life, and I reconcile myself 
better than I ever supposed I could do, to being three 
or four hours alone ; I was so huppy with you, my be- 
loved child, and my olti friends, that I had forgotten h 
could write prose ; and I am highly pleased at finding 
that I succeed so well. I havtt begun to read a book of 
piety, which is better than any of my productions. It 
is written by a M. Hamon*, of Port-Royal, who was a- 
real saint, and who has drawn his work from the purest 
streams : it is a Treatise on perpetual Prayer, joined to 

* John Hamon, a celebrated pbyslclui, and one of the best writers 
of PoTt-Ro^ral, who died February 22, 1687. Ste )m etilogium and 
epitaph 'in the Nerrologj of Port-Royal de Changs, page 19« and' 
foottmiation. Amsterdam editioa, 1723. 

He was the intimate friend of Racine, who dcaixed to bs baKed at 
kia lieet^ ia the. burying-gKHiad of ForvRoyal. 
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some other treatUes. What Ihavq read of it appQart 
ttQ i^ae ad qii rabid ; the preface i» very »uitable^ aad Ibf 
tpprobation of the three doctors is a sufficient ealogiam ; 
Yfbfij^ this book CQUH^ ioto your hands, pay it due te^ 
9p«ct I M. de Grignan will be highly pleased with it. ( 
^treat the cfaeTalier to tall me son>ething of Paulina; 
1 hope I^e if pleased with her. How does M, de Car* 
f assonne agr^ with his brother, of whom he wrota 
ilYV?H pleasantries? what resolution has he taken with 
Regard to bis building ? if he follows his own dispo9i« 
lion, I are persuaded a third story will soon be erected. 
\ cannot yet refrain from laughing at the equipage the 
^kevalier took with him to reach the old apartments of 
bis father. The parterre belonging to yours, is now so 
beautiful, so well planted, so fashionable, and so full 
of flowers and orange-trees, and the Place Coulangea is 
so pleasant, that you would not know it again. Your 
poor brother is still at Rennes, to his sorrow, and his 
ruin. M. and madame de Chaulnes are at St. Malo. I 
abocild never conclude, my dear child, if I were to tell 
you how affectionately I ana engaged with you, your 
letters, your regard for me, and the desire I believe yoa 
kaTe of seeing me with you, and th« consolation I have 
ftom this reflection ; it sweetens the close^of my life : 
but we must return to the will of God, which we should 
jiever forget. You gave me great pleasure the other 
day in telling me, that you were not inclined to be 
jesdous ; how just is this confidence, and how worthy of 
Ike perfect friendship I entertain for you ! I entreal 
you, not to forget to pay my compliments where they 
j^re ^c. Your sister-in-law is so far fi-om being tired 
at the accounts of Avignon, that three days ago she 
made me read over again, The Procession and the 
Jews ; she ia very fond of these things, and I of every 
thing you relate. Iluidedy eiftbrace yoti and my ^«r 
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P«i]tQ9« My littt^ perfectly agrees with yoorsy in Hm 
gard to JEather ; that was » pleasant day to me. 



LETTER DCCCCVm. 

TO TKE IAMB. 
The Rocks, Wedne^lay, July 13, 1689. 

I H4VR not received two packets at once as I expected* 
J am persuaded that on^^ of the twenty-eighth or ifiir-* 
tieth of June^ has miscarried. I shall be sorry if it bf^ 
lo^, and particularly if in this packet I should have 
lost the answer I expected from you respecting the me* 
mortal relative to M. de M***» for it m impatiently 
expec^d at Rennes : I will answer for it, that you will 
not contend for any of the fine lands specified in this 
viemorial : it appears to me that this gentleman is very 
rich, that he has very fine furnitore, and that bo is a 
very worthy man : bis son is handsome and well made^ 
b be not ? All this is well ; if I should be hard pushed 
as to his family, I should, like M. de Rochefoucault^ 
he obliged t^ sv^Uom kotpe^s. If your answer be in tb# 
packet that is lost, repeat to me, as nearly as yoa caB» 
what I have to say, leit your silence should create aua» 
pi«ion> like Mwy-Jkwe qf Fimden ; I ioiagine yo« 
have noli forgotten tlu Bellay's story. 

This rainy and windy weather inakes me melancholy | 
ijt ioterrapts my pretty walks ; but I find M. Nicole wiU 
nol allow tts to complain of the weather. I could not 
be happy, if I did not often reflect on Providence ; It 
b the consolation of the melancholy stages of life, i^ 
tbortena ail complaints, softena e? ery pain, fixes every 
ilea ; or rather, it ought to do all this ; but much ia 
van^g t^ our being wisct enough to avail ourselves a^ 
lalMtarily o£ this ^iew ', w« ^e^ sttUl too nmch agitated^ 
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•od too easily afiected* It is my opinion, that those" 
who never consider it, are much more wretched thaa 
those' who endeavour to habituate tliemselves to it. 
This kind Providence, then» is^ going to determine our 
petition, according to its^ pleasure ; its will, in regard- 
to the arr^t, gives me sufficient hopes as to the sequel j 
the intere^ I take in it is as great as my affection for 
yoii is strong ; it is of the same materials r resignation, 
it is true, has not so eompiete a bold over ft as it ought 
to have, in every thing else it is not amiss : but,, alas ! 
this is a weak side. 

' When 1 take into view the whole of the long absence 
to which we seem condemned, I acknowledge that 1- 
tremble; but when I consider it in detail, and from 
day to day, I submit to it for the sake of my affairs ; 
for my journey would avail me but little, if I did not 
pass the winter here : I am certain that inadame de 
Chaulnes will also remain here the same time, and I 
shall follow her destiny. You, my dear child, calcu- 
late that you can live six months out of Grignan, and 
six months in retirement at Grignan ; can you call your 
present residence there, with all the splendour whicb is 
inseparable from it, being in reth-ement ? I wish your 
son could pay you a visit, and I think I also wish 4hat 
the chevalier would unite the two seasons for taking the 
waters, by passing a winter in Provence : am I wrong^ 
would not returning in the autumn mar all he had been 
doing ? should he not give up one year to the hope of a 
cure whilst he is there ? But, my child; I talk at ran- 
dom, according to my confined intellects; I cannot 
have an ill opinion of Balaruc, after what I have heard 
the Capuchins say. It is true, the journey i» long ; that 
is a misfortune ; but how many patients go nuich far- 
ther ! Your account of your eldest daughter's qmnsey 
alarms me ; it is a disorder I dread more than any ^ yoa say 
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she will not soon get over it, which makes me extTeme- 
]y aneasy. You have been very much heated at Avi« 
gnon> you had no sleep there ; this mode of life is ad- 
mirably adapted to an inflammatibn ' in tbc^ throat. 
Take care of your balsam ; it is an infallible remedy t 
I have told you the efiTect it produced on madanle de 
Chaulnesy it cared her instantly : never be without this 
precious medicine> I conjure you. Paulina's is a strange 
disorder, the poor child must be very pate ; you must 
endeavour to cure her. I find amazin-g vfrtUes in your 
waters of Vals, which are equally good for all disor- 
ders, however opposite ; if experience were not in their 
favour, I should think them worthy of a place in Mo-' 
Were'fi comedy of the Medecins. 

You give me a very pleasing idea of the manner in 
which you pa§s your time ; what excellent company \ 
you have even the pleasure of not being tempted to 
quit your beautiful terraces ; this is a happiness for in- 
valids; they cannot reproach themselves with taking 
you from your walks, they have the pleasure of know- 
ing that they are no restraint upon you. How can youf 
days seem more than moments^ since they fly even in 
our Thebaide T How goes on our Carcassonne^s taci- 
turnity ? what has he at length produced ? what has he 
pronounced ? if he has listened to the north wind, he 
must have decided ; it does not explain itself in ambi- 
guous terms, and its voice ought to be heard above all 
others. I do not know the terrace which is your daily 
haunt ; it must be in great request, as it is sheltered 
fi*om the north wind. All your views are admirable^ 
I am acquainted with that of Mount Yentoux ; I am 
▼ery fond of these amphitheatres, and am persuaded, 
like you, that if heaven should be curious to view oor 
•pectacles, its inhabitants could not choose a better spot 
to tee them adyantageously ; wbilci at the same tinse^ 
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you Mfoutd tnjoy the most magnificent 9f>ectaele m the 
worlds without dispute. 

My soil is gone Jo St. M^o, to pay si short visit to 
M* and madanie de Cbaulnes; he is with M. de Pom* 
tnereuil, and will return to Rennes. Wc are in hopes 
that this regiment of nobility will soon be dismissed ;. 
m case of necessity, they can be called together in the 
twinkling of an eye. My son desired me, the other 
day, to say a thousand kind things to you from him f 1 
kave done the same for you ; his wife is very sorry that 
you should leave your fine orange- trees at Avignon to^ 
the mercy of the winds, and that you should say you 
did not care about them : what an expression ! she 
begs their life at your hands, and that you will take 
care of them, or send them to her, and she will shelter 
them from the tempest. I told you that we were en* 
tirely surrounded with orange-trees, jessamines, and ail- 
■orts of flowers. I ask your pardon, my love, for such 
a long uninteresting conversation ; my leisure is dan« 
gerous. The chevalier will laugh at me, and not withc^ 
•lit reason. 

LETTER DCCeClX. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sund«y, JuljF l^, I699i 
I KAVB at length received the answer concerning M^^^'s 
fortuhe ; she is, indeed, a little too sincere. If such ac^ 
counts- were always given, when mlarriages are in ques* 
tion* there are' many that would never take phtce. 
Debts in abundance^ lands subject to taxation, mort" 
§aged plate ; good heavens 1 what a situation ! But 
what is become of all this beautiful furniture, of those 
'"ttmenstt krMcrh tboae platet, that tnpeib «4ehoari^ 
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and all wc «iw at M*** ? I tbougM it, an iHiisioii, 
and I find 1 was not mi8tak€n : the situation of M****« 
affiuv^, like tbof e ^ every other peison's^ savoars Btnoli|^ 
iy of the times. 

It gives me pleasure to witness, in idea« my dear 
eouatens, the life you lead ; it makes my very woods 
cheerful. What excellent company ! what a brilliant 
aon ! how easy it is to sing in such society, ". We hear 
die north wind whistle ; well, let it whistle on !" You 
would bear more patiently than I do the continuation 
of our rains ^ but they have^ ceased, and I hare resumed 
«y solitary but delightful wajks. What do you say, 
my child ? would you not suffer me to have two or three 
hours to myself, after having been at mass, to dinner, 
and till five o'clock working, or talking with my daugh* 
ter-in4aw ? she would, I believe> be as much vexed at 
this as myself: she is a good little woman, and wc 
agree wonderfully well together ; but we have a great 
laate for this liberty of parting ^nd meeting again aft 
terwards. When I am with you, my child, I own I 
never leave you but with regret and consideration for 
you ; with every other person it is from consideration 
for nyself. * Nothing can be more just, or more natu- 
ral : it is idapossible to feel for two persons what I feel 
for you ; leave us, therefore, a little to our sacred free- 
dom ; it agrees with me, and by the help of books the 
time (>a8ses, in this way, as quickly as it does at your 
brilliant castle. I pity those who have no taste for 
reading : your son is yet of this number ; but I hope, 
with you, that when he discovers the fatal effects of 
ignorance, particularly to a soldier, who has so much 
to read of the glorious actions of others, he will be in« 
clined to form an acquaintance with them, and remoref 
this def^t. I am also of opinion, that by reading, we 
learn to jvrTte ; I know some oflicers of rank, whose 
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•tyle is vulgar ; it is, hl)wever, a delightful thing to k^ 
able to communicate our thoughts; but it also. often 
happens that these people write as they think, and as 
they speak ; every thing is in unison. 1 believe tl« 
^marquis will write well; I have long wished he would 
pay you a visit in November, and, as he will then bt 
eighteen years of age, you should think of marrying 
4mn immediately, and when be has provided himsetf 
¥fith heirs, let him return ; bufe do not trouble yotnrself 
about mademoiselle d'Or**** ; her ftither is a fooV 
whose ill manners and ill will put me in a passion. 

I cannot help thinking that the aii^ and mode of Hfe 
atGriguan, must restore the chevalier's health ;- he is 
surrounded with the best society he can winh foi^i with- 
out being interrupted by those cruel visits, those iwartm 
<f eaterpillm'ii which gave him the gout; no^^old, bfii 
^ a north wind that may be called his native air, that ha 
may not be frightened at it ; in short, I do not com^ 
prebend the obstinacy and gloominess of his vapours^ 
in keeping their ground against so many good things $. 
it is, however^ bat too true, that he is tormented with 
them. I am delighted that Paulina pleases him ; I am 
sure she would please me too : there is a sweet compla* 
cency in her countenance and her pretty eyes; ab^. 
little sparklers 1 methinks I see them now. And as to 
her petulance, I will engage that it is corrected ; no* 
thing more is necessary to affect this, than your kind- 
nes&to her, and her desire of pleasing you :. but to ex- 
pejQfe^his dear child to be perfect at her leaving Aubenas 
is quite ridiculous ;. I embrace her tenderly. 

I weep to think that M*. de Carcassonne should sit 
again, with his arms^ folded. Ah, my dear good lord, 
^ne little etifbrt more ! do not cross them so soon, com- 
plete your work : look at that of M. d' Aries, see how 
high, how great,, bow perfect, it is; w^uld you yield 
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4hi9 honour to him^ and leave this part of the roagnifi^ 
cent s^at of your iitustrious forefathers imperfect, in 
iruilis, exposed to the' north wind, uninhabitable, and 
«o inconvenient to your elder brother, a» to deprive hiiA 
«f the means of afibrding a stranger, or even his serw 
vants, a lodging ? am I not right ? Ah ! my dear lord^ 
ta|c« courage, do not leave this speck upon your rep»» 
•taMoKV nor trhis advantage to M. d'Arles, who, notwitfar 
.st^adiug bis, little debts, was determined to crown the 
OQ^ertaiking. If M. de la Garde would support and 
assist; me*, in l^'inging this matter to bear, I think I 
alu>uld lose no reputation in the business : but I know 
not how i a^ with the prelate, and therefore am silent. 
Yovt give me real pleasure in telling me I am some* 
,^69 wisbed for by the Grignaas ; will not the eldestt 
^,bo wri^^s sp wel]« say a word to bis little sistcrt^ii^- 

- • LETTER ^DCCCCX: 

FROM MAOAMB 1>E sivtCNi TO TAB COUNT D« BUSlY* 

Theftocki, July 17, l«fp. 

^E have here a large body of the nobility of seteval 
provkicies. I have already told you, my dear cousin, 

Jl^at my son, to his great regret, has been chosen by 
this whole canton, to have the command. As this >un>- 
.^i^hedrfor circumstance is a sort of honour to the 
individual^ he could not refuse it. He is, therefoi% s(t 
Rennes, keeping an immense table, with which ke 
could very well dispense, since the sum it will cost him 
fvill le^ to nothing further. M« de SeigneUi fs at 
Bresta to expedite ouv armament, which will be ready 
ill foui; or,§ve days. I am persuaded that the nobility 
will be dismissed- when M. de Touryjlle has a fieet; 
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we shall then faare th« means- of making tliese pretendj^r 
<d masters of the sea lower their Hag. 

I am here in perfect solituck ; I may perhaps take a 
trip to Rennes to see the dtichess de Chaolnes> witk 
vvhom I came into this country, and with whom I shaH 
]«tura. If I could have our dear Corbinelli here, i 
i^ould not be to be pitied ; you know the taste I have 
for his mind, and his worth ; you have the same for 
him ; and, as the rest of his friends equally admire hinir 
they detain him at Paris. My dear cousin, and my 
dear niece, adieu ^ there is bo happiness i 4o not wisil 
to you both. 

LETTER DCCCCXI. 

TtcOU MADAME D£ SEVIONi TO THE COUNTESS DE OBIGN AHW 

Rennet, Wednetdty, July 20, 1689. 
This date surprises you, my dear child, as well as my^ 
self; for 1 did not expect to sally forth so soon from 
the Rocks, where I found myself very comfortable. It 
IS true, that this excursion is only for a few days ; but 
M. and madame de Chaulnes have entreated me so ear* 
nestly and so cordially to pay them a visit here, where 
they are come to see my son at the head of the nobility^, 
and the colonel's lady being also invited, as you may 
suppose, we set out the next day, which was yesterday,, 
and found my son here. I am excellently accommo- 
dated, at the marchioness de Marbeuf 's ; we expect the 
good governors here to-night, and to-morrow I shall 
finish my letter, and tell you some news from Brest. I 
must now speak to you of the fine painting in the style 
of Albane, which you give me of this little Roche- , 
bonne ; for it is precisely so : I can fancy I see him, 
and I thank madame de Rochebonne for having obliged 

Digitized by Google 



MADAME Ml SSVIGnI. IM 

7<m t» give me liiis portrait ; it is a ckarmmf^ oDitf, and 
has refreshMl my^inMgpkiatioB ; he seems to be a sample 
ef the thoee boys at Park la shorty these are chamtiig. 
prodaetioas ; when oae or tivo are cast in this mouldu 
it wcmld be a consolation for having a doaen; if it weee 
a girl, .she ttnmld set the world m^fif^ as Treville Wf% 
i« speaking of your beanty. Bat this boy has really 
too much wit ; all his little thoughts and argument^ 
Hb finesse, his juvenile rhetoric, are quite out of the 
common read ; I sbeulid not have been at all surprised^ 
if, after having scolded him> you had loved hia 89 
much, as to have been almost ready to devour him^f 
for what else can we <k> with such, a little angel I 

Bat let ut speak of that wisdom ^ which appeanr to 
me perfect folly, perfect madness : it has ita source iit 
a silent phrensy ; a mad dog does not always appear 
XBzdp though he is so ; my dear child> this is just the 
ease with him : who would not think that every thing 
waa calm, within ? who would not think that he was dfr** 
lighted %Q follow his first ideas, and that they were 
daily strengthened by merits and even by the sequel o^ 
what might happen I what a prospect \ what a consola«< 
iiotty to b^€atk bis estate thusf' I ask pardon, of mo- 
desty, but there are two lines of Polyeuctes that I 
^onot suppress : 

Aux mains du plus vaillant et du pins homi^e bomme^ 
Qa'ait adoi^ Ift terre, et qu'ait m wkte Rome ! •f^ 

What a pleasure it must be to have such an heif> or 
such heirs ! { by what right, and from what a £iaiil]Fr 

* M. de k Garde. 

t ComeUte's Poly. Act IV. Scene IV. To the fmnds of the meat 
nfiaat Mid worthy man that the earth ever a^ond, or that Rtmie ever 
bcheUt 

X Madame d» SArign^ hare sMaBv^tbe- dte«a)i«r daOrignan, maA^ all 
the Grignans. The estate of La Garde devolved ftomX«iiia Adha»ar d* 
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joes be cast away what he received from thetnf 1m 
«hort, my child, lam lost; what is wisdom? what is 
friendship } have we ever seen them under such figures ? 
Il IB said that he is attached to his house, I do not he* 
Heiw it; that he is attached to the chevalier, I do not 
believe it, unless, as you say, he loVes the chevalier as 
he loves his house, not at all ; hut what then does he 
love? this is such a monstrous thought, that I am a 
thousand leagues from conceiving it : let roe know the 
sequel; will it not vanish, like the marriage*? For 
my part, 1 do not believe there is any man bold enough 
to purchase this estate : but I shall never have done. 
I shall only say two words more respecting the dispute 
between you. It seems to me that you are with a do- 
zen countesses de Fiesque ; you know they never con- 
sidered small estates, where nothing grew but corn, as 
of any consequence, and they thought they had done 
a charming thing in exchanging it quickly for sihver 
looking-glasses and other baubles. Such is your dispo- 
sition, noessieors de la Balustrade: this comparison is 
decisive, and I shall not exhaust my simple and right 
reason, to convince you that gold is more valuable than 
quicksilver, and that roadame de Sarson, who is a good 
farmer, is more solid than a butterfly. I cannot leave 
my letter at a better period* 1 am going to visit the 
good Chaulneses. 

JVI. de Pommereuil is just gone from hence : he has 

Monteil, baron de Grignan. See father Anselme, vol. vii. page 93o, 
edition of 1738. 

* We have already teen that the marriage of M de la Garde (Antho- 
ny Escalin des Airaarsj did not tak«' pLt<-e. Madame de S^vign^ hopes 
that ihe sale 6f the n^arquisate cle la Garde » ill prove the same, which 
was the case. Tliis estate at piesent belongs to madame de Cai»telanf,' 
gtand-daughter of Paulina de Gii^nan, marc hioncss de Simiane, sole 
lega.ee to M. de la Garde (her uncle accordion to the cikstom ia Briu* 
pj), whodit;dial7l9» 
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l^en me so much inf«>nnation with regard to the af> 
fiiirs of Brest> that, though you may know as much at 
I do, 1 cannot, forbear repeating to you what he has 
lold me. Marshal d'fistr^s was on board his ship, 
tU his orders were giren, and every thing was embark- 
«d, when he received a command from the king to re- 
turn to Brest, and to remain there, on account of the 
importance of the place, and the necessity of his pre* 
$ence, M. de Seignelai is embarked : he is intrusted 
with the execution of this grand atifair. Chatcau-Ee- 
Baud * is with him ; they expect the chevalier de Tour- 
^ilie f , who is to join them, and whose fleet will com- 
pose the sixty sail which constitute our force ; but there 
are upwards of sixty ships, Dutch and English, in an 
island named <Ushant, eight leagues from Belleisle^ 
which will prevent this junction : you judge very 
rightly^ my dear child, of the importance of this af- 
(air. M, de Seignelai appears to me like a young and 
happy Bacchus, who is going to conquer the Indies. 
It is said the pope is very much indisposed. M. de 
Lavardin is arrived at Paris, he is afraid to return ;. and 
I have fears too, but of a different nature |. We should 
be prepared for all events; God gives and takes away 
at his own good pleasure. 

Thursday. 
' These good governors received me with open arms; 
we supped yesterday at M. de Pommereuii's with some 
women, Revtl, and others; we are to dine there again 
to-day, according to the regulation of the king's com- 

* Francis-Louis Ronsselet,- count de Chateau-Renaud, ainc^ vice* 
admiral and marshal of France. * 

•)- Ann-Hilarion (fu (xKentin, chevalier (and afterwards count) de 
Tourville, vice-admiral and marshal of France. 

X We know why ma^Ume de S^vign^ was apprehensive of the resti- 
tution of the county of Veoaaaio. 
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wmary ; ttiadame de Chaukies calls Ihui aiv arr^ of die 

btgber council. She ha» spoken to me of you, and ssy* 

yott do not like mc to be at the Rocks; you may bo<' 

Uevei kowerer^ that, except in winter, nothing i» 8<^ 

pleasaot to me, or to good for my beakb ; I am kem 

quite unhinged with notse and coBipaity« 1 was glad 

k> viait tke Chaulneses ^r a few days^^ and I shall tfW 

ways come with pleasure, bat nothing caa support HM 

Mcept the hope of returning to my tranquil sceiwf. 

This bustle can nerer pbase me; none, in het, pleasef 

mc but that of the hotel de Camaivalety or the chafteatf 

of Grignan, if I am ever happy enough to hear it; ft>f 

I own that I passionately, wished for the latter. Thitf 

duchess says a great many kind things to you. M. d€ 

Chaulnes has said a thousand laughable ones to me, and 

such as they are, good or bad, pray answer them : you 

love me too much, not to assist me in paying those who 

kave so much friendship for me. M. de Chaulkes katf 

ceally nnich at heart what he mentions to you; a jour^ 

»ey to Rome, to Grignan, to the king of Spain. Iwa* 

80 warm I did not hear half what he said. He will not 

dismiss the nobility so soon as was expected ; he has 

received orders to let them still remain on foot, withoui 

being of any utility ; I saw them yesterday formed- into 

squadrons^ they make a yc^ry good appearance. My 

son is much harassed with them : he has not time to 

write to you ; he returns you a thousand acknowledge* 

ments for your remembrance of him. I never lose sight 

of my dear countess, her chateau, or its inhabitants; 

present my compliments to them all, according to the 

friendship they entertain for nre ; you know how to vary 

the phraseology; but I conjure you to embrace my 

dear Paulina. I often obtain these little favours for 

her; love her upon my recommendation. I am yours 

more than my own, my dear child ; this is m compli-' 
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mm i^itiiovi esaggemtioo, apkfr m wo«M te tUlI €o«M 

li|Mfi tbtf 9iftbyeot to betit^/v that otttoia peqile loviiP 
others; whoi I discoter. effects, that nearly rMMfobte 
lialred, 

I hwB ifiatcai^Ni omfidMce to msdvni^^ MarfaiHif 
nhAWfi to tbii flMmoriaV and lilie tbii|)it the m0mnm • 
foad aoits she is light. 

TO THE SAME. 

It was said here Uia4 the pof^ was 4^» and that M« 
de Larafdin w^ ontf changii^ 1m Unea, and was ^ 
ntom again : but the ahbji Kgorre wtU net giya credit 
to tills report, and positiFeiy asaaru that he is fiat dead^ 
Thio ^oiAcmate coimi^ is the gift a«d bounty of Pjroinf- 
demce to you; and ca4b lorth all ai^ gralitnda. Yon 
taa^ a very good use of it, font yon are at length tt^ned 
eecmanoist, and yon will find yonr advoAtage in it. I 
give piH»per ofders respecting my air^in at l>f antes, thef 
4ako thttr omu way ; I shaU set the abbo Charter t9 
work at a proper time ; the chief thing is, I spend bnt 
iktle, and I send smidl bilia of exchaa^a^ Paris» wkkk 
•re iflcmiediately devooved. If I femain a littie wfciio 
tn this ooonWy, I ahali be able to bneatfae, whicft n 
more than I did before, i shoudd he very SDnry» m§ 
dear ohild, to be eapaUe of doing what I do fiMrthe 
sake of hoarding money ; I should daead avacioe, ^hioh 
is my af»«stan; bpt i am very free froati thiB yile paar 
sion ; 1 hwe mora reason to think that I am a true vo^ 
tary to tbe kwro of juf tiee ; so I pursue my tracks withv 
ont fear or shaase, i|i tba way of righteous aoaaoni|r» 

VOL, Vllf. It 
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which iDeets with your approbation ; it-%as not left me 
rooarly doubt whether it is my spring of actipn — I haye 
been but too short a time in a country where I sp^Ml 
nothiug. 

I cannot tell you with what joy and friendship these 
good goTeraors received me, and what gratitude they 
expreistfd at my coming from the Rocks to visit them. 
M. de Chaulnes has reviewed the nobility ; it is a fine 
regiment, and tolerably well dittcjplined. My son re- 
ceived thji compliments upon this occasion in a manner 
that gav^me pleasure; whilst I could not help reflect- 
ing that I had not educated and launched him into life 
and fortune for that station. But then Providence itt- 
m^disitely occurred to 9§t, for ^^ihout this there would 
1^ no end of retmspect ; it would be a skain we could 
«ever unravel: here it is we meet with fortitude; God 
^ preserve me from any thing that may overthrow this 
salutary philosophy. By the bye, 1 received a visit the 
other- day from three pretty women, grand-nieces of 
M. Descartes : their aunt had not said a word to them 
respecting your letter, which may serve to convince you 
of her discretion. They told me a thousand things they 
had heard of their uncle, which will amuse you; but I 
reserve them for the Rocks. There is a M. de Ganges 
here, who adores M. de Grignan, so that he must be my 
friend ; his regiment is in this country ; I really wish- 
you could know in what estimation a man of Langue- 
doc, who knows all the Grignans, and who is the count's 
particular friend, is held here. 

The son of the seneschal of Rennes, who was so wild, 
and has had so many adventures, danced to us the oil\er 
day : he is a perfect model for a sculptor, tuenty years 
of age, and has' married the daughter of the president 
4 mortier of this country very precipitately, because 
the first thing she did after seeing him was to become 
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firegnant; so«lie wasmanied, and bfoaght lo.betl snt 
weeks after. She is here> and believes that wfaea her 
basband is seen she cannot be blamed; it is true that 
when he is dancing, it is impossible not to be.of his 
wife's opinion. Figure to yourself the finest person m 
the world, a countenance suited to the hero of a ro» 
mance/ dancing in the most noble 8^rl^, liket P^cOttr» 
Favier^or St. Andre*, all these masters haWng told him,- 
" Sir, we can teach you nothing, you know more than 
we do.'^^ He danced the beautiful chacomei^ which th4 
(Spaniards are so fimd of; but particularly the piasse<* 
pieds with his wife, in such perfection, asjpo words 
^an describe : no formal steps, nothing but jUst cadences, 
with fancied attitudes, somerjnasterly flourishes, and 
then the simple minuetnttep, fometimes slow, and then 
with his feet scglcely touching the ground: I astur* 
you, my child, that you, ^bo are a judge of soch things, 
would have been highly pleased with ^e haimony of 
these dances. Madame de Chaulnes, who was a fiat 
dancer in her time, was quit^ in raptures herself, and 
said she bad never seen any thing like it, A man of 
very good sense sat next to me, and we both said all 
we could to justify the girl, and in applauding her hus^ 
band's style of dancing. 

Did you, my dear child, understand the cause of 
marshal d'Estrees's disgust, who had reached Conqu^t f ^ 
M. de Seiguelai has succeeded him, and the marshal 
has returned to Brest. There are sixty*eight of the 
enemy's ships at Ushant. We expect the chevalier de 
Tourville, who is to join M. de Seignelai, and then our 
fleet will consist of sixty-eight ships. It is thought that 
the wind which brings in the ships from the Levant, 

* Three of the most celebrated opera-dancers of that time, 
f A small marltiroe town in Biitany, fire leagues fion Brest, with n 
good port and a good road. 
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wHl bit mfiitovNMe lo lAi^ie nt Usbioit : thus we al^ 
wtyi with tiu^oeitt tie fahfi w^om we serve. M. and 
toadama deCii am iw eu desire to be retderabered to yon 
m t1» vKNft fritndly maHtier. I aometmies fancy my- 
atlf witk yva at Avi^on ; t#o immense tables twice 
»4ay, and a fcatoerl-eiiM^, that cannot be dispensed 
fiilh. Tlie ooiMry 4s somewhat dtiFerent. Madame 
Atf Cha«il]Bft has been at Ai4gnotiy and she was as fond 
^ it «**70li ar«; lihe was very nnwHling to leave it, 
Ml4ag beetf rMolved there as an ambassadress : she en- 
ters into all ito'Chaitns of this residence; Ood preserve 
it foryoik 

We thaB M separate in three or four days; this 
iHlgfit to grvie yoa pleasare^ for <be Ytfe that is led here 
aniaya mei they make too much of me ; I cannot be 
alette; ithi* is death lo aae^ All tnadame de Chanlnes's 
mitojri.cottia bei*e; Iba^ not a moment to myself 
Wiick fi^avoket me : db not desire them to make me 
lottve m^ aoliittde*; I abouk) be itt if I were long to con- 
tiiiae th^ Mioda of Itlb. The Rodts ate peaceable, and 
aaloalattd to pvaservie your dear mother to yon, that 
aha tiiay siro you agaia ; hure We are i»fetwhe!med. "nie 
p^mentof nabiHty it ^tiU asseaoilAed; so that my son 
cannot return with us. J could not help Yhinkrng with 
Baptiatei in an air he made for the opera, and whkh 
was sttttg sft laass, when 1 saw him loe^ so handsome at 
the head of tbetroofN^ ^ My iaiNi, I ask pavdeti, I did 
Bot laake bias ibr yoiN«-gantlemea of the arnere-ban, I 
did net aMke him for yao.." Yaa have said nothing to 
me of the«ohevalier^heaM) i it was he who told me 1^ 
HtUe abory of Bhptialew Adieu, my chiW ; yon know 
how miick i iove yoa. What a aimple and common 
expression, to explain what is so rare and so uncom* 
non! 
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LETTER DCCCCXnL 

To THE SAMft. 

I 3aAtL set nut Uwufrrow nt day*br«ak witli M. and 
macfeme <le Chaulnes» ta make a tour fof a fortnight ; 
this is the way ia which it happened : M. de.Qhaulnea 
said to we the other day# '* Madain# you should go with 
a« to Vaooes, jx> sea the fy»t president j he has paid you 
gKeat^attentionp, ever ^ihce y«u baye been ui the pro-* 
wee i it is a sprt of duty in a woman of ()«Hdity.'' I 
did not understand, him t 4^ Sir/' said Ij< " 1 iong to' 
morn to the Bocks, to be iaai stal» of i|VK«4^biob M 
absolutely necessary after leaYii»§4hi» p\^, ^m^ wWtch, 
you alone could fas? e induced me to qnit/" Here iik 
rested* The next 4ay »adaj»t de ChauhieQ 9fiM (% 
me in a low ▼oice at taWo; "My 4eaiP 5«iwfrwiil«> 
you XQOSJ; IP with us» it is hoi PU» tt^lgt Ustvi^eo ^ 
place ai>d Vauues^ we «Qaiotii»as stand mi m^ of U^ 
parliament. W6 shall afterwards go V> Aumy, wbi^ 
is only three l^oee from thence; we sliall mot b# 
troubled with company, and we shall return in a for^k 
night/' 1 answered somewhat too carfilef idy» " Afadai^l 
you have no occasion for me, it is only your kindness 
that makes you wish for my company, I know of no- 
thing that obliges me to keep in with these gentlemen; 
I wiH- retire to my solitude, which is really necessary 
to me.'* Madame de Chaalnes drew back somewhat 
coolly ; I immediately asked myself. Why should I re- 
fuse people to whom I am indebted for every proof of 
friendship and attention to me ? I make use of their car- 
riage and of themselves when it is convenient to me ; 
dud I refuse to go with them a little journey, in which 
perhaps th^ wonld iie i^ad of my eompany: they 
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tuight select whom they pleased, they ask thid favour 
* wi^h timidity and politeness ; and I, though in perfect 
heakh, and without any substantial reason, refuse them, 
at the very time we are desirous of having the deputa- 
tion for my son, of which M. de Chaulnes will probably 
have the dispossH this year: all this produced a speedy 
revolution in my mind, I found I was ngt doing right. 
Aft^r I had thus reproached myself, I said to her, 
*' Madatn, my first thoughts only regarded' myself, I 
ii:«l but very little inclination to see M, de laFaluere*; 
but is it possiMe that yon could wish it for j^ourselft 
and thai my company could give you the least plea-^ 
mve}^ She blushed, and said to me with ai|^|l* of 
troth, ••You may judge." ^/This, madam,*' said J,'** is 
tnough, there need#tio mwe^l will go with you.** She 
•bowed me that she^aa highly pleased, embrace roe, 
and left the table, saying to M. de Chaulnes, ^' She will 
go wilh us." •' She refused me,** said M. de Chaulnes, 
•' but I wat in hopes she would not revise you.** In 
sh#rt, B)y dear child, I am going, and I am convmced 
that I act rigbt, and agreeably to the gratitude I owe 
them for their continual friendship, and to sound po- 
licy ; you yourself would have advised me to it. My 
son is delighted, and thanks me for having changed my 
Blind; here he comes. - 

FROM M. DE SEVlGNi. 

Nothing is so true, my beautiful little sister. IVIadame 
de Chaulnes was hurt at my mother's refusal ; she was 
silent, coloured, and leaned upon her hand ; and when 
Biy mother had made her reflections, and said she was 
ready to go if it were agreeable to her, she expressed 
such unfeigned joy, as would have affected you. I did 
not know what had passed, but I was informed of it a 

* Fifft prmklent of thepsrliaaBeat of BrittDT. 
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short time after; and independently of the idea of what 
they may do for me, if they have the power, it was 
knpc^sible to fail in this little. courtesy, without at the 
same time failing in all the duties of friendship and 
propriety; so I beg you will thank them heartily, as 
I have done. Madame de Chaulnes is so careful of her 
health, that we may be perfectly easy. 

FROM MADAME DB SEVIGNE; 

I RATfi ju^ received your letter of th«it6il) ; it is too 
kind, too charming, and too obliging. lUughed, alone, 
at the embarrassment of your masons and workmen. 
I very much lik<^ the libeity, and even libertinism, of 
your life ahd repast^ and am plelaed that the stroke 
of a hammer should not be your master. Good hea- 
iwns,- -how happy should I be to lead for a while such 
a life in such company ! nothiqg, however, can deprive 
me of the hope of being.with you some day. As this ' 
cfep dependf upon God, I implore him to permit it, md 
hope lie will hear my prayers. I never could have sup* 
posed that butter could have been included in yotur 
ittxtnries ; I thought this could only have been the case 
in Britany. But I shall never forget the .reason why 
you eat as much as they plea^a, *' that you are not* 
hungry.'^ i sht^l eat aa much as ikey plaue, for lam 
no longer hungry ; I thank you for this phrase. I can 
assure you that I am quite tired of great entertainments; 
/ would eat as much as they pleased, if there were nothing 
to eai. This is the phrase I return you. Aba { I am 
very distant from the melancboly and solitude ef the 
dusk ; 1 long to enjoy it again ; I do nothing but from 
iQoUvea of reason and policy. This is an invention for 
passing my time with a degree of languor that will 
prolong my life ; it is the will of God ; I will be as 
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careful of my health as I can ; I am delighted that 
yours is so good^ and at the improvement of the cie* 
valier's. My dear chi)d» t emhrace you, and bid yoa 
adieu. We trtrfc not y%t at a sufficient dittance from 
each other. Find Auray in the map. 

LETTER DCCCCiilV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Aunjy Saturday, July 30> I6ea. 
See where I am^ my beloved child ; behold me on the 
southern coast, on the borders of the aea. What it be^ 
come of the time when we were in tikat little cabinet at' 
Parian two steps obly from etch other ? It is to be hope4 
that we shall meet ikere again. In the mean While^- 
Pfovidenicte has throwA me ^ere. I wrote to yoa oa 
MolfKlay from Reimes all I (^lovgbt reinfecting thn jour- 
ney; we set out on Tuesdiiy. Ndtking eeh e^al the 
care ahd friendship of madaoie de Chaulses ; her prm^ 
cipal atteHtiMi is> that every thmg should be coiilfMrt^ 
able to me$ the tx>mes herself to see how I am aoeom^ 
modated. And as to M. de Chaulnes, he ofteti sits next 
me at table, and I bear hkn say in a half-whisper, 
** No, nmdMi, it will 4o lier no harm ; see how well 
she il : Ibis is an «9Ceellei^ melon, ^ not sappbse Bri*- 
tany eaniiot boast such ; she must eat a smaU sltoe.^ 
And tben, when I ask him what he is muttering, he 
says lie istmly talkhig to you, having you always at his 
elbe\t,,asm monitor to iaket^are of my health. This 
whim of liii is not y«t exhansled, a«d has made us laugh 
more Ibtki once. We were three days <caaiiog from 
Rennes to VahBes» which is about seven leagues a ^y ; 
tins is-an «asy and a^eewble mode of temvelKng, m we 
comsMktky find good dinners and suppers k'eady #gr m, 
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^ aotforekiaoB asaombled, tnd receive mil ibt cosijpli* 
aitii&i, attd ooc^^oa all tte tastle, «lteii4aitt on yow^ 
gracet, hcw d ca troops^ oficen^ md reviews, wtk^ mtkft 
acihanmogvariikesppettvaMe. Hie Mgiment «f Gar* 
nan is a veiy 6ne one ; ^bef are M natrres afi Lower 
Britany, tall, and 4>etter made than %hm rest, but do ^Mt 
anderatandl a syllable of French, except the word «€ 
command'; when ihey pierform their escexoise, wbH^ 
they 4so with as raach grace as 4f they were dancing 
paesepieds, it is ji pleaauBe to see them. I believe Ber* 
trandMu XTuesclin meant tnch as these, when h^ said 
he was invincible at the head eif his Bretons. M. and 
madame de Chaohnes, M. de 'Revel, and myself, are itk 
one carriage ; sometimes I make Hevel exhaust all S^ 
voy, which affords iamk a wide field for animadvertteii ; 
at another La R^^^^, whose fellies and violence are in* 
conceivable; then conies the passage cC the Rhine; 
Ihia we caH binding ^, somettmes one end of (he 
Aatn, sometimes the ether. We Arrived on Thursday 
nigfat at Vannes ; we were lodged -at the bishopV M. 
d^Argooges's «on ; ^lis is «ne "of the handsomest, plea« 
sanlidet, and4)e8t-fumished4io«ee8f>ossibk'; suppei'waa 
sevredap with so much magni^cence, as to make one 
die almost with hunger, i said to Itevel, I am famished ; 
they helped me to a young partridge, 1 would rather 
have had some veal ; to a tnrtle^do^^, I would rather 
ha«ie4iad the wmg of one of these fine chickens from 
Bennes. In short, I do not «etraot ; if yon say, '' I will 
e«t as much as they please, "becaase I am not hungry ;^ 
I say, ^' I •should iiave the bestappetite in the world, if 
thera weie nothing upon the table ;** we must, however, 
leeoncile ourselves to this fatiguing ceremony. 

M. de la Faluire was civil beyond expression y ha 

' looked at me earnestly, itnd never «poke hot in a tone 

of exclamation; "What! is ^bia madame defi^vigp^ 

h5 
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if it she herself r' Yesterday he gftve'4i9 « diii||er cf . 
£sb^ so that we have seen all that the earth and sea can 
produce ; this is the land of festivity. I chatted freely 
with this first president; be told me very ingenaously, 
that he disapproved the civil petition ; for, having been 
informed by M. Ferrand, his brother-in*lawy how ana* 
nimously the afi&ir was decided, he was convinced that 
reason and jystice were on your side. I told him a 
word or two respecting bur battle in the grand council ; 
he admired our good fortune, and abhorred the chi* 
canery that bad been employed : 1 mentioned td him 
madame de Buri's conduct, with regard to the endorse- 
ment of fuhe on what she knew to be true, the money 
that this chicanery had cost, the complaint she had 
m^de that her suit had been stifled after twenty-two 
vacations, the delicacy of her conscience, and her ob- 
stinacy in opposition to the advice of her best friends. 
M. de la FaUi^re listened to me with attention, and 
without being Ured ; I can answer for this : his wife is 
at Paris. We afterwards dined, the wine of St. Lau-^ 
rence sparkled, and your health was drank in a low 
voice by M. and madame de Chaulnes, the bishop of 
Vannes, and me, as well aaJVl. de Grignan's, the go- 
vernor of this. admirable nectar;, in short, my love, yo« 
are talked of from one end of the world to the other. 
We saw a very pretty girl, who would do honour to 
Versailles, but she is to marry M. de Querigmsignidi, a 
near neighbour to Conqu^f*^, and very distant from 
Trianon. M. de Revel is set out this morning to visit 
Brest, which is now the gayest place that can be seen; 
He will find M. de Seignelai on board his ship, marshal 
d'Estrees upon the pave des vachet f at Brest ; he will 

* Conqu^t is situated at the eactremily of Brituiy, in a place called 
the World's End, ad fates ternB, It b a sea-port. 

f Pavi des vachis, the coirs' fn^aaeoU ... ^ 
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admire one of tbe* finest naval armaments possible ; will 
share the impatience with which the ehevaiier de Tpur*. 
ville is expected ; will learn the exact nwnber of the 
enemy's ships at the island of Ushant; and will return: 
in four days« haring gratified his curiosity » to imp;art: 
all he has learned ;* this willjbe winding up the cine. > 

Madame de Chaakies. is jast gone out; she intend* 
to write to. you. Besides the pleasure I give her, she 
has that of believing, that Ae communicates a very 
sensible one to you, in takip^^ne away from the Rojckj*, 
which you represented to her very different firom what 
the}^ are ; for the air, which you would believe bad, is, 
in &ct, very good; it is a spot I am partial to, the 
wrfks are charming^ and the mode of living there agrees 
irith me, and pleases me. It is true, I was somewhs^^ 
indisposed tbere ; but^ I should have been worse in any 
other place. The duchess constantly tells me that the 
beautiful countess will be delighted to find that sh^ has- 
taken me from the bad air of the Rocks; this, bef^g 
ottce' said,. is established. In short, my dear child, you 
have been the cause of my making this campaign ; it 
is also the will of Providence. I accommodate myself 
to it, because 1 am of an easy disposition, and love and 
ought to love M. and madame de Cb^ulnes ; but when, 
it shall please God to let me return to the Rockii, which 
you so unjustly decry, I assure you, I shall be perfectly 
satisfied. 

Inform me whether, in Provence, the parliament pays 
the same respect to the lieutenant-general, as to the 
governor ; and whether the two presidents and six coun* 
sellord are deputed to meet M. de Grignan, a league 
from Aix, when he arrives there *. Here the first prei- 

* This ^rem^ny is dbserved only once, that is to say, when the go* 
iFtrnor or fietiteiiant-govemor comes to be received in that quaHty. 
Nearly the some oidw it afierwaids observed as in Brttaoy. 
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sMffldt Waits «(>*h the gtwtfmor 'of! hh WriVal, wi^ an- 
other -pi^iiknt, Md six co^ittellort ; a»id tbe gorenwr 
«*arlM llic twit It is impossible to be teceiYed wfth 
Acre foHteiifesft tbim 1 mh ^^ry whe^^ I er^-y wlifjre 
fini neplf^ws -of ymtr finher Dfesc»rte&. 1 iwrtrc ju^ i-e*" 
cei?ed your lettinr of Ae ^§*. it iis a pleasant tiling 
tD be Whh these fovertiow: tihey «rtid iJieir -gaafds, 
mid have their letters socto^ than others. I am ^e* 
lighted at ttceiviiig y^irrf; Jt^isfeflEceHent, being ftiU of 
tiie remembrance nM wril^g^ afH the Gri^nans, Whom 
I bre 'tM honour, las you knotv. 

l^ETTER DCCCCXV. 

j^ TO THE SAME. 

Auray, ^tiesday, August 4^, 168^. 

WnasT waiting for your letter, I alwaiy* begin to x^t 
with you. M. de Chaulnes greatly repettts oflravhig 
mentioned to you a journey to Rome, and bf inaking 
peace with the pope ; he did not Imow whkt you de^- 
rived ^otn this quarrel with the hdly see: he is charmed 
with, and witers ihto, all your opinions, and now repeats 
no otlier onson than yours, God preserve the pope. He 
says you are hk good Genius, that he is continually 
talking to you, and that he hears you. The other day 
he said to me: ^' Why do you put your hand to your 
head, mother ? does it ache }" I heard him, and replied, 
" No, daughter, not Bt all.** This is a sort of game to 
trs, and constantly reniihds us of your love for me. I 
im of opinion, mydear child, tJiat in jesting with the 
duke upon this Genios, which is dl Ways conversing with 
him, you might ask him rf it has ndt said a word to 'him 
respecting your brother's deputation, which you ^ish 
and hope for; because this is prooiseHy 4ibe year thaX 
he can do i^tt <& kiadaoss: ym mM igm'a^tttvr itom 
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«> ihi», mf dcMh ^hild, tlMin I <;aifi, and f am penrstiai«d 
t4«t yo«r «©<icH«ftion will predttce -y^at eifetft/ 1ft> 
tell you <«be truths it is his right: if he is^e ili^Mi»y 
«id this ihe fefitrral of the ftob»i1y of Britatty, vM^ 
appears to be, and ncft -of 9. oouitier, it fatlft direct))^ 
^ Mpffa my son. 

Nothing can eqnal tfie care these good got^rncrrs'take 
of my health, nor the mfu4cs of estefem and/dtstinctiofi 
I #606176 from them, which sometimes «mbmmiss m*. 
The 4rappy arrival of the chevalier de Tourville at Crest, 
wiU ttiariEe m retwm stfratght to the Rocks ; I own to yoti 
th«tf ««kn«ly wish it, and that, if my health were not 
proof, k woisiid be shaken by this sort of agitailfbii. 
After having been terrified at the solitude of the Rooksi 
and been the cause of tearing me from tfhcm, yonshoald 
he the m^ns of replacing -me there, to pass thd re- 
imafifider cf tbe -summer, which is the beautiful ^easOKl 
ibr these woods, and where, according to all appear- 
ances, I shall never pass another. All this should be 
inid in jest ; but dwdll more particularly upon your grfc- 
thude for their attention to me : I admire your govern- 
ing me aft Hie distance of two hundred leagues.-^Let its 
leave Brkany and talk df the <>rignans, of the brothar^ 
who s^ways return to their form ; what astonished me 
was, that Carcassonne s(hou1d have left it ; this anger 
wascfhildtsh, and made him, say things that our marquis 
would not 'have uttered : the chevalier listened to them, 
and read them too with much pleasantry. This then 
may. be called (how do you tfxpress it, my dear chiW ^) 
tjfervescencesofhntaotiY} this is a word I never met with 
before, but it comes from your father IDescartes, andl 
honour bim on "your account. We meet some of his 
nephews and nieces here every moment : they are all 
very civil and very amiable. 

(This iumiottr, then, is not Terytextacioot; itaBows 
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rAttOn to come into play; and the same heart that 
obold treat his own brother like a foe, disposes him 
lioir to take him to Balaruc, at an expense that woulS 
raise the floor wanting to his building ; but he is in 
good hamour. . May he remain «o, may he love and 
esteem him, and, above all, may he follow his advice, 
this is the iu atUan : I will believe that the heart is re* 
tamed, and reason along with it; every thing will go 
on better ; otherwise I laugh at, these moments of friend-> 
ship, which give no credit to those we love. I was de* 
lighted at M. de Carcassonne's remembratice of me, I 
never doubted that a little reflection would restore me 
to his good opinion ; it will be quite another thing 
when we meet. 

As to M. de Grignan, I defy him not to love me, 
and his dear wife also; all the things which occupy .his 
mind, create in me no apprehepetons ; and as it still is 
in our power, as he acknowledges through my daugh« 
ter-in-)aw, and as he loves my son as if he did him 
no injury, I assure him also, that I love him as if be 
loved me very much ; and that I long as much to go 
some day to Grignan, as if he passionately longed to 
see me there. What says he of bis master's good for- 
tune, that grand afiair which attracted the attention of 
all Europe? The twenty-two ships of the chevalier de 
Tourviile, which were to be attacked in coming to join 
our fleet, entered Brest, Saturday the SQth of July, at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, without having seen a 
single Dutch ship: the great armament which was to 
have prevented this junction, and which was at an istand 
very near Belleisle, disappeared, and no one knows 
what is become of it ; I think, for my part, that it has 
formed itself into one of those dark clouds which we 
frequently see in the heavens. 
. 1 am very uneasy about M. de Grignan's journey; 
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what a shell thrown into the midst of yon idt Aid.yoM[ 
traaquillity! I pi^ him, on account oj^ the heal; it it 
travelling in the sun; when I reflect on the inconve* 
oiences we have experienced in this cold country, com* 
pared with yours, I sweat at the thought of the goldea 
islands^. In truths the king deserves a)l that is done 
for him, but it mfust also be owned, that he is very well 
served ; this is the idea we should have of serving 6od# 
or rather this is the way. in which we ought to ser?e 
him. I shall not be at rest till you infurm me of M. de 
Grignan's safe return. Alas ! you say truly, that Pro* 
Tidence, of which we talk so well, avails us little in 
things which we have sensibly at heart; we art to 
blame, and our weakness is but too apparent upon ^Vfixy 
occasion. "^ 

Madame de la Fayette informs rae, she has written to. 
you, to enquire after your health, the chevalier's, and 
Paulina's; her son is very well at Brest. There has 
been a foolish affair in the army of marshal d'Humidres, 
in which Nogaret havbeen dangerously wounded f. If 
be dies, I should like to renew^the ancient alliance on 
that side, by a marriage between the marquis and the 
pretty heiress. M. d' Aries is at Forges ; I believe, with 

*■ Thene islands are situated upon the coast of Provence, and are com- 
Bonly known by the appellation of the islands of Hieres. 

•f Marsfail d'Humi^res, more of a courtier than a general, and more 
coofident than skilful, wished to cany by storm a small castle in Flan- 
ders, called Valconrt, and was repulsed with considerable loss. Lonroit, 
who began to fe^ him, took advantage of the circumstance to get him 
recalled; but h^ was the dupe of hb own malice. The king sent mar- 
shal de Luxembourg, whom he hated and feared mtich more. Marshal 
d'Humi^rea is also known as the first who introduced Injniiy ioto'th* 
camp. Gourville was astonished in 1654, to see his table in the army 
spread with plate, and even as many dishei.and as fine a dessert aa a^ 
Paris, 
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9«q; fliBit hm to been wfaoUy oocypied in yomr aiktrt; 
kit ci«r 1m tell us so (wvihout laughing ^ 
' ¥oa4iid iiot«ay a word to rae in yo«T 1^^* respo^* 
ing'tiie chevoHor ; I tiloNght he would drink the waters 
fli the anlvmti Mid spring, and pMs the wiater in year 
mild dimate ; but if ke djaes not, I shall still think be 
18 right. For ray -part, I know not w4>ether a desire of 
teeing yoa this winter at Paris, woaki hav^ made nae 
surmoum impossibilities; but. I can assure yon, that 
these would have been precisely what I should have haA 
to enoonnter ; no money to be obtained but by swood in 
kand, trifling creditors who still strangle me> ^>oach 
horses to puiichase; so that I know not what l'00uidha¥e 
done to hivve^ivoided ever after the inoonvenienoes arising 
from this derangement: wh^eas, by following your 
example, and passing the winter in this country, like 
jpou in Provence, I shall have time to breathe ; I con* 
Aiderthis vegimoi as good for you as for me. The post 
16 -going ; no courier is yet arrived from Brest, biut the 
news is confirm^ by persons from thence ; yon will 
kear |t from Parts* 



LETTER DCCCCXVI. 

TO THB SAME. 

Amy* Satofda^s Angaat 6, ie«f^ 
Evert thing sparkles witb joy in this province upon the 
^ival of the chevalier de Tourville at Brest: M. do 
Bevel hds witaesssd Ihis happy moment Taurville^* 
•quadron was so little espocted, that at was chougfat ta 
be *lhe enemy's ; and when he made himself known^ it 
horded universal and agreeable surprise. He formed 
bis plan with great judgement and courage ; bo suppos* 
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ed that the wind vrlucb would bWng him to Brest, w^nM ; 
oblige the sbips at Ushant to cjurt their station, m it 
would otherwise drive them upon the iskmd. Thi«^ vnm 
10 tme, that thej cnoe out to gain the ofHiB s^a behind^ 
where they were no fftr from being tMe to incomflMdoi 
U8, that the chevalier deTourriHe passed by th« faiwa-^ 
place which they had been obliged toieate, aiwl hiiewliot ? 
what was become of them^ he came iM UW iiito Bt«9t 
harbour, where he has recetTed a thousand encomiuma.^, 
for having judged Mid profited so well by the wind. M. 
de Seignelai is on board his ship, living »n great styte ; ^ 
the count d^Estfees is his friend, and frequently seuti *' 
him provisions ; but the ^rshal seldom sees him, being ^ 
on shore, receiving the second visits, and keeping a tttbBs 
that is seldom filled ; there is nothing to be said upon so 
strange a situation*.. The regiments of La Fere And 
d'Antin have orders to march into Normandy ; Car- 
mail'^ iftMl two others bf this province, are going to , 
Brest $ and two regiments of dragoons wili rettiirh ititd 
PoitQJ^ Th« nidbiesse are to be dttbanded ; m that 
things we%r a mone peaceable appearance. We «lia11 
go for a day to Pbrt Louis, and thep to Vannes, because 
the first presid^t is desirous of seeing M. de Chaulties 
in parliament; from thence we Shall return to Rennes, 
about the 20Ui or 22d, and then to the tranquil Rocks. 
This is «ur plan, my dear^child ; I aai giad that I hHV« 1^ 
givoh this proof of friendship and complaisance to t^ * 
go««rnom^ it was what I owed them, ami they Irave Ye« 

* The Memoires ^e la Fayette contain curious details on the displeft- 
stnrfeihe arrival of Seig^etai gave to marshal d'fistr^es. Besides the ik- 
v^r ^oi viMlMQte de Mdfttenon, this minYStler «mertarned fbt 1dm st 
OMKh kfttied m she boie co liMifaia. i At lei%th, Laneim btiKtved 4t ft^ 
be bU iiit€Bt!«t to t«ke aw^ from die latter the <mama^neiit «f ^km$ 
James's affairs, and he e£fected it by the intervention of the queen oif 
BnglMid. This, witk the c/hoke of oMshal de Loiembeiirg, provw Au 
Louis Xiy. was already disMtisfied with Letn«if, 
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pakl me twofold. M. and madame de Soubise are gone 
to meet their son*, who, it is said, must hare a leg am- 
putated ; you know upon what a foolish occasion. No- 
thing yet transpires respecting the camp of Boufflers ; I 
think of nothing else. God preserve our dear child ; oar 
' fuccess at Brest makes us judge favourably of all the 
t rest. Adieu, my dear countess ; I embrace you affec- 
tionately. You drink co^ee and chor04ate in a burning 
^ cl'uQate, in the beat of the do^days : be careful of 
yourself and of me; for, indeed, at such a distance, 
^ we should avoid uneasiness, and prederve ^rselves for 
** «Kch other. 



LETTER DCCCCXVn. 

Td TEB SAMS. 

Auray, TueMlay, Aogoit 9> 16t9. 
Ws can easily belittve, that the he^ M. de Grignan 
«ddures, must be intense, since it is extremely hoi here» 
^ugh we are so near the'sea. in good earnest, these 
are none of the dog^ays of Livri,.*which we thought so>. 
ridiculous ; these ar^ without rain ; we are in a state of 
dissolution all day long, ipind we think thia excellent for 
our health. We go to-morrow to Port Louis. I shall 

^'' give your letter to M. de Chautnes^ but not before 

to-morrow, for to-day he is quite overwhelmed. The 

' whimsical idea of the denim which prompts him to take 

.^ cs^ of my health, oiakes us laugh still ; your solicitude 
and attention to t)ie preservation of my person, hav^ 
made such an impression on him, that the recollection 
of it gives us pleasure, . and keeps up a continual corre^ 
ipbndence with you. He says, when I eat prudently; 

* Louis, frince de Rohan, wa^ wounM on tbt ath of July, in thfi 
affiir as M. de Nogaret i 
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that he is divided between the fileasure of being con- 
vinced of my healthy and the pain of your having no- 
thing to say to him; a ragout, a sallad in which there 
is encumber, nuts, and such things, keep up a connex- 
ion with you, which, however superficial, is very agree- 
able to him. He consults you with regard to Port Louis. 
He thought the other day that you wanted him to re- 
turn to Rennes ; I gave him Feave from you to be absent 
till the 18th. In short, all this raillery is not yet ex- 
hausted nor become insipid. 

You are acquainted with all ocnr success at Brest, and 
that we have only three regiments of Bretons to court*» 
tenance marshal d']^trees there, fhe care people wish 
Mp-to take of this pUoe when our fleet has set sail, re- 
i«sibles Trivdin*s scrap of paper, which coirtained a 
bimdred pistoles. , The wonder of this af!Mr, Is the sir 
Jcnce and prudence of.madarae d'E8trfes*.'^The king^ ' 
himself is so much' surprised at it, t)^t he has compli- 
mented her upon the subject, and p'Taised her in such a 
manner as to oblige her to persevere in her conduct. 
M. de Selgnelai enjoyed himself highly at Brest, whilst 
Revel was there; he loves the count d'fistr^eaf, teoA 
says that the count was very willing to be his frieiij, 
but that the nrarshal rejected his friendship. No orders 
are yet received for the sailing of ^e fl^et ; we hear 
that the siege of Mentz is raised ; we expect prosperity 
on^#very side. An epigraifl of four lines has be€3i made ^ 
upon the pope, which ends iei wishing 1^ his relics: 
you know what lavish him. , *: 

The soft of M. de Soubise, and Nog^et, arc rec6ver» 
ed of their wounds ; you know ail this, my love, and giay 

* Bltfy Margtfet Morin, wife^f manbtl (TEttr^ci. 
•f* Victor* Mary count d'Esti^et/ afterwards vice-admiial aadomyba} 
^Prance^ as was then John count d*£iui^ his fittlnr* *" 
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God equally preMrve our dear child. 1 dlmll make your 
conDpUfid^nts to madame de Lavardki ; bat a word from 
yourself to the good womaa wooid be very seasonable* 
She was afraid fthe should lose her daughter-iA^law, who . 
was given over, and also her grandson and grand-daugh- 
ter, who were all afilicted with th^ measles in a dread* 
fbl degree. I aru satished with the memorial respecting 
M****** property ; I woulil not have bad you otherwise 
than atncere : I could wish that he had not so many debts« 
and that this beautiful furniture was not so oftt^A in pawn ^ 
but the friend to whom*! imparted all these truths, is not 
terriBed at them, and still thinks it U»e best possibfe 
natch far her relation, eo that this sincerity will sjpoil 
nothing* I long to know how M* de Gf i^an does. U 
Bot the ohevalier at Baktr^c ? 
Yoii give fne a good idea of Baulina^s eoon(u»y«..ii0 

^aay no more ; it is pkasant Ao see her act aatu rally aa to 
tift preservatieti <qf her little pkasm^es ; there is nothing 
to be feaa-ed in that respect from the name she bears. I 
would, however, exempt bve from this tenacious book, 
that carries with it an air of duty, and paints avarice 
without advantage ; for svBch a tiook must always be 
decreed, and all we gain by it, is the appearance of 
being too much attached to it. I have long been at 
war with these oaiseries, for it is the only pre;irailing 
passkm here. I love Paulina: every thing you tell me 

^ of Iwr, ^ves me pleasure ; I hope she will have h&t 
health, ajkd that the waiters will restore it, as well as 
Marti 1 lac's. Adieu, my, chiid ; I wn 'Very Car from yo«^ 
acttd irery «iear yfn ; I will not undertake to tett you ho^ 
teoierly 1 4ove you: you may readily guess it« not only 
from my affection for- your mind and your person, but 
also from the «sleem and «/cknlration i entertain for your 
heart, inMliich I hold so valuable a place. 
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LETTER DCCCCXVUL 

TO THE SAME. 

Auny, Saturdflfy Amfput IB, l£t9. 
Ths padDet whidi I consideved as lost, is arnT«d at its 
dettiimtion ; I had great reason to regret it, for it etm^ 
tarns particulttv that interest me more than any; I 
jdiookl be aorry not be informed of all the hotels yoo 
hnild, and of the naiaes which are so well smted to them. 
We shall be at Rennes on Tuesday: oar retorn is has- 
teaed two or three dayi> owing to the arriral of a cou- 
nexy SQmmomng M. de Chaulnes to Paris ; Ma dispatcher 
areaaid to'relate to die a^irs of the states, W8 shall see: 
bat, at aU events, he sets off immediately^ I shall a^ 
qnaint yon with my destiny, and the day I relam y> my 
tranquillity at the Socks. My son and his wife are at 
Renaes; we have within thejie three days taken one. of 
the prettiest excoraions in the world to Port Louis, a 
heanttfol place, whose situation is not unknown to you. 
You have always that fine extensive sea before your 
eyes ; were you to turn tbem aside, you would beho^ 
the fright^l countenance of M. de MBzarin ^ : out of 
so many places be might tmve commanded, he has 
fixed upon one where he is not themaster, hut his s(m ; 
and which is besides in the government of M. ^ 
Chaulnes. There is no accounting for .the extrava- 
gance of this man i be is.mad* and dresses like a beggar; 
religion has torned his brain. We wanted to pemoada 
him io aend ^ his wife from England -f, where she ie 

* AnuMiMbMlet de W Porte, ^oka de Muarin, wm bi|(h-bftiiUF <if 
Htgucaaa, y iar n orof Upper and-Lovwr Alsaoe, and the city and cattl* 
cf BriMfik, &c 

f HortenMia Maofiini, d««ibeH of Maxarto, and M«ee lo ^ auniftCT 
and cavdioal of that pame, died in England, July 3, X6(^ 
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*• in danger of bein§^ expelled, or perhaps pervert^, and 
where she remains with the king's enemies. He always 
«ays she may come to him; to him, good heavens! let 
us say with St. Evremond, that she is excused from 
common rules; and that we see her justification, in see- 
ing M. de Mazarin. 

We went the next day, which was Thursday, to a 
place called I'Orient*, which advances a league into 
the sea ; here the merchants and merchandise from the 
East are received. A M. le Bret, who is just arrived^ 
from Siam, and who has the care of this tn^de, and hia 
wife who is just come from Paris, and displays more mag- 
nificence here than is to be seen at Versailles, entertained 
us to dinner ; we made her husband give us an account 
of his voyage, which was very amusing. We saw a great 
''f|uantity of goods, china, and stuffs, that pleased us highly. 
If you were not the queen of the Mediterranean, 1 would 
have endeavoured to have got you a pretty stuff for a 
morning gown; but I should have thought it aa in- 
sult. We returned at night with the tide and fine wea- 
ther, and slept at Hennebon ; your map will show you 
the situation of these places : it wa^ yesterday, as we 
were setting out fropn thence, that the courier arrived, 
whom you will hear spoken of. To conclude, I fully 
understand the advantages you derive from this earldom, 
and with what pleasure you send money to Paris; this 
justice ought to preserve the pope's health. I tremble 

* L*Ort«nt at this epocha was in reality nothing more than an accom- 
modation-harbour for commercial vetsels. It did not become a town till- 
towards tbe year 17*20, when aH the different companies of maritime com- 
merce were united in one, which the fictitious riches created by the s)'s- 
tern rendered powerful in a moment. The India company had existed fop 
tweniy-five years, at the period at which madame de S^gn^ wrote. But 
it had made very little progress, and the war n^icfa then broke out 
wholly ilefttroyed it ; this, however, did not prevent its directw from dis- 
playing the greatest magnificence, and at tits same time, perhi^, render- 
ed him more opulent. 
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every time a cburifer arrives j if God would continue the 
. favour of hi$ piovidence for a few years, this would be 
grace indeed. Adieu, my child ; I am hurried, and 
disturbe^l with, noise: I will write to you from RenneSf 
and answer both your letters. 



LETTER DCCCCXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Rennes, Wednesday, August 17» 1689* 
Indeed, ndy dear child, I have many things to tell you, 
and naany to reply to. I shall resume my lettet where 
the courier came to meet M. de Chaulnes at Hennebon. 
He brought a letter from the king, which I have seen, 
containing such orders as must command obedience, vi^ 
gilance, and even impossibilities. The decisive style 
and manner of M. de Louvois were easily recognised, 
which do not aiik, " Can you take a journey'to Rome ?'* 
He will neither allow delay nor excuses, he anticipates 
every thing. The king says, " that he has resolved to 
send M. de Chaulnes to Rome, because he is the only 
man whom he thinks capable of effecting the greatest 
thing in Europe; by giving to the church a chief who 
may equally govern the church, content all the world, 
and France in particular; that he is informed that the 
pope cannot live long; that the satisfaction he received 
firom the two other exaltations made by M. de Chaulnes^, 
answers for the success of this, which is the most im- 
portant;, that M. de Chaulnes must therefore set out 
immediately to receive his orders; that the French car- 
dinals will hold themselves in readiness ; that marshal 
d'Esirees will be invested with the command of Botany; 

* Tbis was M. de Chaulnes's third embassy to Rome. 
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that M. d^-Chfrnloes's aWeaee will not be of lopg d«^ 
|Faiti€n ; a^d thi^t he will r/ecali bim as $0m. a« tbeve is a 
new pope/' M« c]e Oroi89i ^dds to all this, '' that thf 
{mg canoot doubt the yueo^M of an ev^nt of which IL 
de Chaulnes is to be the oegoeiator ; that hia mi^eii|ty« 
knowing that his affairs are not in good condition, will 
give what is necessary for so sudden and important a 
journey ; that he must come ; that the journey will be 
short, and so much to his honour that he is convinced 
M. de Chaulnes will joyfully obey : he is not however 
to mention it yet/' Our little corps is now therefore in 
sufficient motion ; M. de Bevel and I are confidant9, ep#> 
joined to secrecy ; M. de Chaalnes divided between the 
pleasure of feeling his vanity gratified by the prafepenca 
/ shown him in this commission^ which he is sent for froni 
the utmost extremity of Briui^y to execute, and which 
gives him the honour of a brijliant embassy j and tk$ 
regret of quitting the states where there will be busir 
ness of great importance, aj[kl where he might e^f^fUly 
have served the king and the provinoe, Madtfi^e 4f 
Chaulnes sets no bounds to her sighs and tears; abseayoev 
a tedious journey, advanced age, she sings oftly a 4ole» 
ful ditty of these evils^ without taking acpounit of the 
giieater evil, that they are penpyleis. Our return to 
Sennes is hastened two or three day^ ; it is said that the 
kii^g wishes M. de Chaulnes to be at court. befoive tj^ 
States ; those who have a good scent, smell out the drif^ 
of the journey to Rome. We slept at Auray, and diped 
the next day at Vannes. M. de Chaulnes appeared in 
the parliaoaent;, as I told you^ in complimentlo the fijisi 
president. Scarcely was he alighted from his carriage 
^ the bishop's, beiore the prelate said to him, " Sir, I 
ask yjyi ^^ ^y bulls/'^ The others said, " Sir, W(9 

• Pope Innocent XI. after his quarrel with France, had reftised built 
to all the 'Dew hithops, without whi<^ thej could not exercise their prin- 
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tre both rejoiced and aflSicted." He made no reply, 
but dressed himself in blacky and went to the parlia- 
ment; the first president^ in the compliment he paid 
him, obliquely hinted at the honourable negociation he 
iras going to undertake; the duke was embarrassed, 
and made an answer foreign to the subject; at length , 
he returned, undressed, and dined. Madame de Chaulnes 
is overwhelmed with compliments: ihe constantly an- 
swers, that she knows nothing of the matter, that the 
king is his own mastef; do that we find our poor secret 
bandied about every where. We dined at the bishop's, 
where there was one of the finest and most sumptuous 
entertainments I ever beheld ; we set out after dinner^ 
which was Saturday ; slept on Sunday six leagues from 
hence; and on Monday, the better day the better 
deed, we arrived at Rennes. I undertook, upon the road, 
to set forth to madame de Chaulnes the agreeable side 
of this embassy ; and suppressed, or endeavoured to 
suppress, aU other considerations ; I believe I succeed* 
€d. We made M, de Chaulnes give an account of hit 
difierent journeys to Rome, and found him to possess so 
great a share of understanding, so well adapted to ne* 
gociation in that country, where he is still adored, that we 
applauded his majesty's nomination. He said, that if it 
had been to make peace with the pope, he would have 
refused, knowing what an injury it would have been to 
you; but that he would entreat you to consider, that 
he MTould not work against you, till death had worked 
igainst the pope ; so that it would be death, and not 
he, that would do all the harm ; that he would see you ; 

cipd iiinctions. The learned HM«t, ntiMd mt this time bkhop oC' 
Avranchet, wat by this means long deprived of the exyoyment of hit dig- 
nity, Coulanges, being at Rome a short time afUr, wrote a aoog upoa 
these bnlls, which was admired by erery body except the poftie, wha ap- 
prised him that ht could itot eudwt raillerj vpon sudi a tv^ect. 
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that he was (Migbfed to think that, after all tbe iblHcs 
he had told you respecting hb journey toRonye^ it should 
really take place ; this was a long and cheerful disserta* 
tion. Madame de Chaulnes is to set out two days after 
him ; I believe hit departure is fixed foat to-morrow. The 
duchess wants to take me with her, she says you wish 
it ; she is really sorry to leave me ; we make reflection 
upon the unexpected dispositicms of ProvtdeDce. We 
were to have passed the winter here ; I was to return 
for a month to the Rocks. I promised to go in the be* 
ginning of October to St. Malo^ then to the States, then 
again for a short time to the Rocks, then to Rennes firom 
Lent till after Easter ; and instead of ibis, in four days 
M. and madama de Chaulnes will have left tl>e country ; 
I shall go to the Rocks with your brother and his wife^ 
and shall spend the winter there more agreeably than 
any where else, being deprived of the company of these 
good governors. I have sent, and shall again send, a 
little money to Paris ; this retreat to the Rocks is my 
county, and this just payment of my ckbts shall consti* 
lute my happiness. I ahall have the pleasing prospect 
of meeting you next year at Paris : this is my hfjpe, and 
it is all i implore of Heaven; for I am Undeceived with 
negard to the schemes of man. 1 am convinced that M# 
4e Cliaulnes, in speaking to the king of Britany, will pro- 
pose ndy son for the deputation, and I do not. believe 
ibis pof^ will be refused him ; I know he wishes to pro<^ 
cure MS ibis pleasure, he loves to surprise agreeably* 
Madame de Chaulnes is as desirous of it as I am. I 
will some day relate to you how handsomely and hpw 
affectionately she has behaved to me ; but this is at an 
end, and it is happy for me that 1 am partial to the 
Rocks, to those to whom they belong, and to the life 
Ihey lead there. I find myself in my natural state^^ 
v^hich 1 will never quit but for ycHJu 

* Digitized by Google [ 



MADAME D& S£yiGN£. 171 

I gare your letter to M. de Chaulnes, who showed it 
to us ; it is excellent : and I do not comprehend how a 
pferson who praises ftie for answering ttifles so well, can 
think her answers to those of the duke should be either 
dull or insipid. I tell you that you judge wrong, for 
yott treat these things in the only proper way, and with 
the greatest possible sprigbtliness. Revel was greatly 
ttstoujshed at your style. 

. If M. de Lavardin'g * countenance alarms you> manjF 
are affected by it in the same manner ; he does not, 
you find, return to Rome, He will not hold the states, 
because he would not be under the command of M. 
d'Estrees ; he acknowledges only the governor \ so 
that probably M. de Revel will supply l;iis place under 
.the marshal. 

If you see M. de Chaulnes either at Grignan or at 
Avignon, I request you, my beloved child, to make 
him some acknowledgements of friendship and grati- 
tude, for all he has done for me ; it is thus I beg you 
to pay my debts. M. de Grignan will be delighted to 
do him the honours of his government ; I am sensible 
you know what to do and to say, when you please ; sQ 
.that, in adding my prayer, my mind is at rest. 

• M. de Lavurdin was lieutenant-general in the government of Bri-^ 
lawy. 
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LETTER DCCCCXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sondaj, Augost 21, 1689* 
tlER£ i am, then, once more at the Roclcs |^ou so much 
dread, and which have nothing formidable in them* 
There is no longer a duke or duchess de Chaulnes in 
this country : they left me with great regret ; they 
wanted to set me down at the place where they took me 
up*, and I did violence to myself in refusing thpm ; 
but my journey would have been useless, if it had been 
so short, and I endeavour to render it otherwise now I 
€im here: upon such occasions, the heart declares for 
Paris, and reason for Britany, At length, my child, the 
struggle is over ; it cost me some tears to see this good 
duchess set out. She would not, however, bid me 
adieu; but I .was awake, and I was touched with the 
situation in which I left her; for the brilliancy of this 
preference, and this embassy, which she is perfectly 
acquainted with, does not prevent her from being un- 
easy lest this long journey should prove fatal to her 
husband ; he has been twice at Rome, but be is now 
twenty-three years older than when he last returned 
from thence. She is a woman of the greatest sensibility, 
notwithstanding the air of indjiference she assumes, and 
which you are so well acquainted with. You may hence 
conclude, my dear child, that there was nothing to be 
seen or heard but tears and sighs, in quitting Rennes 
last Friday, and all the nigbt she was here, whither 
M. de Revel accompanied her : she set out very early 
yesterday morning; and makes long stages, because she 

• At Paris. 
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nMes to meet M. de Chaulnes again, who will be at 
Versailles to-day ; so that this jouriuiy will, in every: 
lespect, be fatiguing to her. When she is at Pari«, 
new objects, business, and friends, may console her ; 
hot she was quite overwhelmed here. I must tell you, 
by the bye, that Revel, who is a connoisseur, is de- 
lighted with this desert, and the variety of its walks. 
He set out this morning. M. de Chaulnes told my son, 
that the deputation would perhaps be more certain, by 
the audience the king would give him for Britany, than 
if he had remained here to hold the states. We there- 
fore expect to hear from him ; if he sends us good 
news, which he wishes as much as we do, my son will 
accompany me to Paris next spring : I impart these 
ideas to you as they have been imparted to us, and by 
God especially. When we return to marshal d'Estree^, 
who remains at Brest, and who was compelled to retire 
from the fleet in which he was stationed, and see it 
sail under the command of- M. de Seignelai, 1 must ac- 
knowledge that the most refined policy would pro- 
nounce the agitations of the tn a rshal's mind (o have been 
the highest. disgust a man of that dignity could express; 
But the king, who was acquainted with the destiny of 
M. de Chaulnes, might think of consoling the marshal 
by the command of the place in the absence of the 
governor ; as it was impossible, however, that M. de 
Chaulnes could, at the same time, command at Brest 
and in the other parts of Britany, marshal d'Estr^ea 
was very naturally with his ships and the garrisons of 
the two bishoprics, where he had two regiments under 
his command. This had not the air of superseding the 
governor; the service required his acting thus ; it was 
never intended to mortify M. de Chaulnes, ddring his 
stay in Britany ; and if the marshal had waited^ a ge* 
aerai officer would have been left at Brest, with th# 
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•ommatKl of the ships that are always in the ro^> ari 
8Cch as might coqae in ; which wiU be the case whtfe 
the marshal commands in Britany, and holds the statea 
and M. de Bevel nnder him* I have already told yna^ 
that M. de Lavardin is, at present^ invest^ with no 
ether post than that of commandam, in the room of M4 
^e Chaulties. We have heard that the capricious hiH 
mour of the marshal, of which the king was mformed, 
and which occasioned a misunderstanding with all sub^ 
ordinate to him, was the real cause of the order he re^ 
ceived in the Jiiug's own hand to remain at Brest. ^L 
de Pommereuil has, perhaps undesignedly, contributed 
to this, in giving an exact account of what he had seen; 
the departure ©four governors has thrown him into de- 
spair; he loved them, and was on very good terms wilii 
them : the case is different with the marshal. They 
none of them knew the manoeuvre of the states ; it i^^ 
therefore, to be hoped, Uiat M. de Chaulnes w^U hold 
them with the king and his mhiistertt at Versaiilet,^ ami 
wiii send them back with all due regutsttons. This it 
the way we reason in the cotintry, M. de Poromcrettil, 
.«vho is temporary judge- advocate for the troops, will be 
invested with a particular commission for the states; 
his son-in-law is second commissary ; there are always 
two of this kind while the states are held, i think, my 
dear child, that I have said more upon this subject than 
is necessary or desirable : this inundation of words is* 
occasioned by my not having received your letter. Do 
not fear that I shall turn hermit ; my son would prevent 
this, as well as a thousand visitors he will have, who 
are, perhaps, too numerous. It is the finest weather 
imaginable, and I am going to resume my avocations^ 
my reading, my walks, but no evening dews; make 
yourself easy respecting your dear mamma, who pre* 
serves herself for you ; preserve j^ourself for her. Giv© 
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Mf eooiptetats to the cheT-alkr^ tipon tbe hew dignttf 
conferred on M.de Beauvilliers * ; the king has entirety 
idopted the cbeTalier's sentiments upon this occasion. 
Thos hi^ majesty makes three messieurs de BeauTiHiefi 
of a single man ; this is just what ought to have heen 
done ; St. Louis himself could not have made a bettei^ 
choice. The abh^ de Fenelon is another extraordinary 
personage, for talents^ knowledge, and piety. I hear-* 
liiy rejoice with the chevalier, whom I suppose to be at 
Balaruc. Do the waters coiitinue to benefit Paulina 
and Martillac ? and is fortune still favourable to the 
India company, in letting them play a winning game ? 

LETTER DCCCCXXL, . 

TO THE SAME. 

W« hear frnm Pftris, that JL de Chauhies was expect- 
ed with impatience; he ought to nave arrived there on 
Sunday the 2l8t of this month. The pope, our dear 
holy father, who left us that lucky county, was, ac* 
cording to the last advices, at the point of death ; so 
that you will have M. de Chaulnes with you soon, Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes, who travels very fast, and makes 
long stages, notwithstanding the intense heat of the \ 
weather, hurries in vain, for she will arrive too late. 
It was said, that cardinals de Bouillon and Le Camus f 

♦ Paul, dnke ^ B«itiviUters, was named at thtt time governor to 
ihe three prkieet, sons of the king's brother. Francis de S«lignac de 
la Mot*^ ^inAoa was appointed theli- preceptor, and afterwards created 
arc)^ jishop of Camhray, 

•f Carillnal de Bouillon,- Turenne's nephew, was still in cailc, as has 
been seen elsewhere ; and as to cardinal Camus, 1 conceive he was ne* 
ver thought of, as he owed his hat to the favour of InaooeiU XL 
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would not be of the journey ; but this newi doet ii«i 
appear to me to be well founded. 

It is certain that M. de Lavardin is coming to hold 
tbe states ; I am delighted at this for his mother's sake, 
who seemed more affected than himself at his receiying 
no favour ; here, thank God, is an excellent appoint* 
ment for him, at which all Britany will rejoice. In 
this case, marshal d'Estr^es will have the commausd, 
with the exception of the states, so that I see no place 
for M. de Revel. I must own, that we have been very 
much exposed to the merit of the latter ; but we have 
not fallen a sacrifice to his figure ; all we have done in 
his favour, is to comprehend that he has been beloved 
by a variety of women, and we are contented with be- 
ing liis confidants. His eloquence has not seduced, it 
has only amused, us ; we could not help sometimes ad* 
miring the singular harmony of his periods, with a voice 
as hoarse as the braying of an ass ^ the rage of Le E. ♦, 
like that pf Meded, is admirable ; the manoeuvres of 
Champm^l^e> to preserve all her iorers tvithotol depre- 
ciating the parts of Atalide, Berenice, or Phedra, made 
us travel over thirty leagues very pleasantly ; war came 
in its turn, the passage of the Rhine, the battle of Se* 
nef, campaigns with M. de Turenne, without reckoning 
the whole extent of Savoy. Here, you see, are plenty 
of materials ; but 1 must now praise him, because, in all 
** his recitals, we have never found him swerve from 
truth, to raise an altar to his vanity ; so that we have 
still to ask whether he has a good reputation for cou- 
^ rage, this being a chord he has never touched upon f ; 

• See the note in the Letter of the aist Septemher following. 

•f* Courage is like bjrthj thote who are constantly boasting of the 
one or the other are naturally suspected of imposition. Those, on the- 
contrary, in whom valour or nobility is m>t equivocal, not only lose 
nothing by their silence, but gain by leaving to others ih« chaige of 
doing honour to truth. 
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ttnd if the chevalier de Grignaa wishes to tell cae what 
he thinks upon this subject^ I am still ready to take 
whatever impression he may choose to give me. The 
marquis suad 1-have agreed to attend to the chevalitir, «^ 
with regatd to the reputation of courtiers, as^to an ora- 
cle; and to bestow, our esteem, or the contrary, ac- 
cording to his decision. I am still of the same way of 
thinking, and so X believe is the marquis ; I entreat 
him, therefore, to tell me how I should consider M. de 
Rarel*. My opinion seems to be perfectly fixed, with 
regard to the marquises merit, his industry and emula* 
tioQ are his vouchers. Never was there such a happy 
presage : God preserve him, Godpreservi JUm, 

I should be delighted to have a picture of Paulina ; 
bring one .with you ; I am sure she will please me. I 
have a tolerably good idea of her ; I take a little of the 
count des Chapelles, a little of the Grignan beauty, and 
with these compose a very pretty personage, with a 
noble air, with a fine understanding, and an under- 
standing which sks well upon her ; and I caress and 
embrace her cordially. Preserve yourself, njy dear 
countess, for your family, your son, and your motbe|% 
I do ngt prohibit your eating melons, since you have 
such good wine to mellow them. M. de Chaulnes for- 
bade them to me in your name, and I submitted, be- 
cause they were not good ; but he was obliged to let 
me perspire ; and I returned at night to Auray, after a 
moderate walk, just as if I had come from playing ^ 

* Cbarles-Amadeus de Broglio, count de Revtl,* lieutenant-general 
of the king's armies, afterward^ knight of hit orders. He was the bro- 
ther of Victor-Maurice count de Broglio, marshal of France, and uncle 
of Francis duke marshal de Broglio. 

It was he who, in the campaign of 1702, saTed Cremona, and retook 
it from prince Eugene, at the very moment in which the letter had taken 
it bj surprise, with lus presumptuous general, marshal de ViUeroi. 
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game %t tennis. I changed my dress, and came to supi 
per cool and refreshed ; I laughed at myself the first, 
that others might not laugh at me ; and with this I art 
3lf perfect health. It was yery hot, and I have always 
been subject to persph-ation ; and I think it best, not t6 
seek to change one's constitution : I do not think thfe 
should be styled an effervescence ; my pot did not boil 
more fiercely, and there was no occasion to scum it 
oftener than usual. I think I told you that M. dc 
Chaulnes spoke to us several times very kindly about 
the deputation, saying it was his business, and I expect 
to hear some nevrs respecting it shortly. My son is 
gone upon a visit of pleasure four leagues from Rennes. 
He read that part of your letter the other day, where 
you sa3% you wish me with y9u. " Yes, doubtless, 1 
i^ish it; I have as much right to her as the rest. 
Adieu to THE REST.'' This appeared to him so humor'- 
ous, that he laughed most heartily. As the rest 
appeared dry, and then came adieu to the rest. 

I ardently wish that M. de GngitSn's disorder may 
have left him. I perceive your uneasiness, which is 
not trifling, and it is a lAiracle that your health can 
support it. The match between mademoiselle Le Camus 
and madame de Maison's son, appears to me a very 
proper one : M. d'Arles will be present at this wedding, 
wpon his return from the waters. 
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TO THE SAMJE. "^ 

The Rocks, Sunday^ Augilst 26, 1589. 

I HAVE not received ydur letter, and I shall receive two 
at once to-morrow ) I know not what .to do with thii 
tnterrtiption, which often happens. It is unfortunat* 
that it should occur when I was waiting with so much'** 
tmpatienoe for news of M. de Grignan, whose ilinesi 
will, I hope, be attended with no dangerous corpse* 
quences ; I cannot, however, help being very uneasy 
respecting him : the time seems long from Friday noon 
to Monday noon. I have just received a letter from 
the marquis, who is a wing or a foot of you, which hat 
giiwn me pleasure. The dear little captain tells me, 
he remembers that it is an age since he wrote to me» 
He gives me his reasons for not writing so often as h« 
could V5?i6h to do; mentions M. d« Bou(fiers^s * friend* 
ship for him, and maintains that he is indebted for it to 
me. He lei Is me the news of his camp, their hopes of 
fifiishtng the campaign by joining aomt army i sends a ^ 
thousand remembrances to his uncle and aijnt : his styU 
begins to be formed, and so much good sense appearft 
throughout his letter, that, 1 say more than ever, \\k% 
flint and steel, his genius only wants to be struck^ 
to produce every desirable spark. And see how bright 
kis military disposition has shone^ early as it was struck: 
eould we ever have supposed that so laborious a pnn 
ivsaion would suit his taste ? He has displayed applilT 
catioo, vigilance, emulation,^ courage, in shor^ every 
thing; it seems to be his destined vocation ; he it m 

* LouIs-FitiDcisj mar^utfi (s'uce duke) de Boufflen, fctrand iaanlial 
ofYlratice. .* 
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dear, amiJible child. God preserve him, for I can never 
conclude in any other way. 

But, my dear child, God has not pre^rved this pope, 
irfao was so essential to your life and to your comfort: 
Avignon, whose good fruits you had just begun to taste, 
is going to disappear. I think of nothing but your in- 
terest ; for I set Europe and politics out of the question^ 
and thought, if the holy father^s days hud been prolong- 
.«d as much as those of M. d'Arles, it would have been 

^a great blessing: but we are not the disposers of 
events ; this w.e feel every instant ; and we must bow 
down to the hand of Omnipotence. M. de Chaulnes 
arrived on Sunday the 21st at Versailles, where, I 
learn, he met with a very gracious reception from every 
body, the king having set the example. I know not 
ivhether he has had time to enter upon the afiairs of 
Britany, and the deputation ; it was his intention, and 
it is his business, since, if my son is appointed, it will 
be seen that he is the master ; if not, the contrary will 
be equally evident, and this cannot be a matter of id- 
difference to him : he has always spoken to us unreserv- 
«dly in these terms; with us he displays neither the 

C governor nor the ambassador. We expect news of this 
deputation, however, with less impatience than that of 
M. de Grignan's health. Madame de Chaulnes must 
have arrived yesterday a^ Paris ; and it must have been 
precisely to-day, or yesterday (Saturday), that M, de 
Chaulnes must have set o^t ; this is keeping time very 
nicely. The king has given him 50,000 livres to de- 
iiray the expenses of his journey, which is very hand* 
'Vome ; we did not expect to much. Coul^ges accom- 
panies him to Rome ; he has written me a long parting 
letter^ in which he talks much of you. This mast be 
a pleasant journey in so fine a season of the year. The 
gpod pope died on the 12th* Ae king has received offi- 
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cial notification of the event : the question n^ w ib, the 
ambassador and the cardinals are expected. This seemft 
to me the epocha, which will terminate cardinal de 
Bouiilon^s misfortunes ; bat cardinal Le Camus does i||^ 
go; how comes this? My dear child^ I am sorry on 
account of his brothers^ whom we love, and who love 
us. M. de Lavardin holds the states ; be would not be 
sorry to give us this deputation. I know not what mar« 
shal d'Estrees will do during the meeting of the states; 
this is the finest part of his command. Adieu^ my be* 
loved ; I do not pretend to tell you nows, I merely 
td\k of what occurs. M. de la Garde is so well inform- 
ed by the marchioness d'Huxelles*, that you know more 
than those at Paris. The marquis d^Huxelles fills a 
great post at Mentz f. We expect intelligence here 
of our fleet ; it has been a long time at sea. 

I no longer know where I am at Grignan.; I could 
not play at blindmanVbufF there, I know not whom X 
have to deal with. Has M. de Carcassonne taken the 
chevalier to Balaruc } Is M. de la Garde at home ?. 
You will pay my compliments to a1i> as you see occa- 
sion. I always embrace M. de Grignan, and wi«h him 
perfect health. I do not tell you, my child^ all I wish 
you, I should be lost in a labyrinth of different wishes; 
I am not less terrified than yourself at our long separa- 
tion ; but it is the will of God, and our business requires 
it. My son, his wife, this pleasant habitation, company 
sometimes^ books, conversation, walks; and atRexmes 

* Maiy de Baill^ttl, marcbioneas d'Huxelles, was iQother of Nicho* 
lat dtt BI^, marquis al\d afterwards marshal d'Hoxelles. ^ 

f The city of Mentz was besieged by prmce Charles of Lorrain. It ) 
was invested on the thirtieth of May, and the trenches were opened on 
the twenty-second of June. The marquis d'Httxelles had the command, 
but, after making a vigorous defence, be was obliged to capitntate on 
the Sth of September foUowing, for want of poirder and muaketi. 
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In Lent : ^\ this will have passed, and a portion of life 
with it ; which is a painful reflection to those who h^wt 
lived long ; but we must have fortitude, and make • 
ifterit of the impossibility of doing better. 



LETTER DCCCeXXlIL 

70 THE SAME. 
The Rocks, Wednesday, kugut «t, l«Wt 

Your chateau seems to me to make the finest appear* 
ance possible ; two tables served at the same moment,, 
give me a high opinion of Flame ''^; he is at least ano- 
ther Honor^ f. These abilities are a great relief to the 
mind of the mistress of a house : but this magnificence 
is very destructive ; it is not a trifle, to support such a 
Splendid and elegant style, i-n such a house as yours, t 
have just seen a representation of it, in the stroke of a 
wand, flourished by Honor^, which makes every thing 
he pleases rise out of the earth at his command. I 
know the charms, and even the necessity, of such man- 
ners, but I likewise see the consequences, and so do 
you. You remind me of our poor abb^ de Pontcarre, 
in speaking of Champigny : he seems to me to be re- 
lated to him in every respect, except that he did not 
eat so much ; for the Trojan and the Papoul are not 
at all wiser, and our Pontcarre seemed to think of no- 
thing but feasting. I formerly said of the late M. de 
RcnnesJ, that he marked the leaves of his breviary 

* M. de Grignan*s stevmid. 
•|* M. de Chaulnet's tuward. 

X Charles-FsancUdtkVkHvUli, Mkof of Rtnaet j 4m4 thta^ 
of Jauuarjy 1676. 
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With slices of hani ; ytm Vakoce * wotiU not despite 
this kind of signet ; indeed his face was a perfect lomi* 
oaiy of tbe ehurcb> and, as soon as twelve struck^ 
tnoMeigneur laid aside all business. JVI. de GrignMi, 
will be pleased to see his old friend Canaples at hi« 
hoase, who is going to the waters of Vals, because bt 
is at Paris ; and M . d' Aries is going to Forges^ because 
he is in the neighboarfaood of Vals ; so true it is> even 
to th^e very fbantains, that no one is a prophet in hi^ 
exm country; I address this to M. d'Arles. I like what 
you said upon first seeing Larrei> '* Is it you ?" and his 
ready answer, " No, madam, it is not f is such a 
specimen of vivacity, as shows him to be bis father's 
own son, who had a great share of wit, sonewhat 
ct}ar8e, indeed, bat lively and pleasant. 

But to return to the good de Chaulnes^ I related to 
you the sequel of the courier's arrival at Hennebon^ 
that the king did not wish the affair to be made public^ 
land that every one at Vaanes complimented the duke 
and duchess on the occasion. We made the duke relate 
to us, in his carriage, all the particulars of his former 
journeys to Rome ; you would have been very muck 
amused. No one is more endowed with the true spirit 
of negociation ; the mezzo iermine never fail him. I 
desired him to write an account of all these details, and 
said tohim, '' O how well judged it is to send you on 
Ibis embassy !'' We returned to Rennes cm the Idtb^ 
and he set out on the 1 8th, in a chaise, and arrived em 
Sunday the 2l8t at Versailles: the king sent for him, 
^ough covered with dust, and conferred with him for 
half an hour in his closet. Hieaven knows how all th% 
courtiers embraced him, and^even M. de Rheims (Le* 
teliiei^) ; a man that is going to Rome, can no iMiges 

• William Bochard de Champigny, nominated h'ahof of Vtlenc* i» 
1687, and consecrated In November 1698 1 
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be indifferent to biih. He set out on Saturday tbe 27 1^ 
and will go by way of your Rhone, so that you might 
see him with a good telescope. The cardinals are to 
join him at Lyona; there are twenty -eight galleys at 
Toulon, which are to take them to Leghorn, Cou* 
langes is of the party. You have done well, to write to 
these good governors ; I am delighted to think you un- 
proved the oppbrtunity, and I thank you ; it is thus I 
repay their friendship. They wanted to take me witl| 
them at all events ; madame de Chaulnes entreated me 
in such a manner as to make a refusal embarrassing to 
me : but Chaulnes is not like the Rocks, where I am 
settling my affairs -, besides, she will not remain tber« 
long, she must necessarily' enjoy the pleasure of a gra» 
cious reception at Versailles. The king and his mini •» 
sters look with pleasure on the wife of a man who is ne- 
gociating the most important business in which it is 
possible to engage, who is no longer young, and yet 
flies to execute his commission as he did twenty-three * 
years before. A person is of some consequence at Ver- 
sailles, upon such occasions as these : M. de Chaulnes 
desired her earnestly not to absent herself. The good 
duchess reached Pari^ in six days ; she aQd hex horses 
had like to have perished by tbe heat : I find it intense 
enly in this part of the world ; your north wind tempers 
tbe dog-days. Madame de Chaulnes arrived two days 
before her husband^s departure ; she writes to me with 
great friendliness ; she will inform me what M. de 
Chaulnes has done respecting the deputation: I am 
convinced Hhat th^y are both more anxious about it 
than I am ; it is their business^ and they feel that it is 
•o. I will some day givei you an instance of the duf 
chesa*s friendship, which will please you. You are a 

* Tbere Tras an interval of twenty-three yean between M. dt 
ChanlDe8*s second embassy to Rome and this third. 

Digitized by Google 



MAD AWE f» iivi6fi£ ItS^ 

gooci and amiable gmiui for having written to M. dt 
Chaulnes. Your brother retums you a thousand thanW^ 
and embraces you a thousand times. This is saying a 
good deal upon the same subject, I ask your pardon 
the reason is, that in retirement things of this kind 
make a deep impression. 

We had, however, a visit on Monday, from M. de !a 
Faluere, his wife, daughter, and son; they supped and 
slept here, and were delighted with our walks. I know 
not what to tell you- respecting our fleet ; we have heard 
nothing of it, since the succour you sent us, and since 
this armament has been at sea. A man of wit said, the 
other day, at Rennes, that he had never seen or heard 
of a complete naval victory, since the battle of Actium ; 
and that all engagements consist in a few broadsides, 
in dispersing the ships, which are supposed to be sunk» 
and which appear again in the course of a month ; this 
teemed to us to be the truth. But what say you to the 
command in Britany, which ought to content marshal 
d'Estr^es, notwitl^anding he is deprived of the trifling 
circumstance of holding the states, which is reserved for' 
^I. de Lavardin ? This situation was due tothe latter^ 
because it is light that every one should have his turn. 
You do not think M. de Ibvardin will be against us, if 
we obtain the deputation. I understand that the mar^ 
ahal's lady gives herself very little trouble about these 
trifles, provided she can be at Marli or Trianon. Adieu 
then, my beloved clfild ; I am persuaded that you wiH 
entertain our good dtik^ very handsomely, upon his rek 
turn from Rome. I lament the pope, I (iment Avignen. 
God gave it, and God has taken it away, Remeoaber 
me in the most friendly manner to thpse around you ; 
I imagine two of the Grignans are at Balaruc. Goo4 
heavens 1 what a translation of m^dame de Noailles te 
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Rirpifiian! kow is it poaRiUe for her io te tbietA froK 
VtiwUlet without being pfegnaiit? 



LETTER DCCCCXXIV. 

Tp THE SAME. ' 

Tke Rocks, Sunday, Scptembcar 4, 1689; 
Ir 18 true that I assumed an air of mystery ; M. d« 
Chaulnes intrusted us with his secret in secret: M. de 
Croissi informed us that he was not yet to mention it J 
so that I wa« faithful to my trust, even in Provence. I 
underlined some words however, which might, I think, 
hare given you to understand that I would teli you more 
the first opportunity. I also told you that we found our 
secret circulated at Vannes, and how strange this ap* 
peared to us. I informed you of the joy of M. dm 
Chaulnes ; 1 told you that his wife, shutting her eye** 
to all the brilliant side of the que^on, opened them 
only to the dangers and perils of so bag a journey ; Vf>e 
'exerted ourselves to divert her iVom this melancholy 
prospect, and to make her fix her attention upon the 
beauty and distin(;tion of the choice so property confer* 
red by the king, which wouffi create so much envy at 
Versailles. In short. Revel and I exhausted our rheto- 
ric, and M. de Chaulnes supported us : those who say 
he hesitated, little know him ; he is. a man who cannot 
do things with an ill grace, 6y bargain with hit master* 
This is the true answer he made* hin^ I think I can 
lax my memoi^ with this charge : " Sire, your majesty 
tomtnands, and I obey. I shall set out immediately to 
wait upon you, and woeive your commands,** &c» 
Such were the objecliom he made. He set <Hit with 
great joy, ai I have told you, and left all Britaoy itk 
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fm/tM'MAi6xu Madsme d^ ChaukKs weal tbe ntixft 
day^ aod arrired in six days at Paris ; she has witttett 
to me imce, and infornis me, that if she had not been 
thas diligent, she should not have seen M. de Chaulnes ; 
4hat she was only with htm aa hour, and that she wiU 
Mod me news of our affairs, i have done well, my 
dear child, not to go with her, for two reasons; the firai 
IS, that she will be very little at Chaulnes, and the se* 
€Oiid, that, when there, that retreat would not be so 
natural to me as this is, where I have my son^s com- 
pany, and where I have two considerable estates that 
may oblige me to remain some time in this province. 
When you reflect a little, I believe you will find that I 
am right, and that, if I had returned, I should have 
fruitrated the intention 6f my journey into Britany, by 
shortening it. j\f y son and his wife are charmed with 
tny remaining here till Lent I then purpose to go to 
S^ne«y out of complaisance to them, and becat»e 
Lent is a more melancholy time in the country than 
winter; bat as thtfligs may change, we must not look 
so far forward% It is certain that the air here is very 
good, and you wrong it to think otherwise. We have 
had the finest weather in the world for these two months 
past, hot in the dog-days, a charming September, -tioDe 
of your Tiolent north winds which make Oanapks and 
your chateau tremble. I hope, however, to tremble 
there as well, as the rest. 

- I know not hofv our deputation stands 3 my son says 
that his ill luck has killed the pope, to deprive ns of M« 
de Chaulnes ; and though the duke, upon his retiring 
from the king's closet, said to M. 4k Lavardin, who wdi 
to hold the states, ** Sir, 1 beg that M. de S^vign4 may 
have the deputation," the same ilLluck pi^vails; ibrM, 
de Lavardin is not to hold tbem> but marshal d'Cstt^es^ 
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M. de Larardio was delighted at having the conuBisi' 
sion, and an opportunity of obliging, my son ; it is very 
probable that M. de Chaulnes had apprised the kiag of 
it, as he spoke so freely to M. de Lavardin, But the 
marshal wrote to his majesty to complain that he was 
deprived of the principal function of his cemmaDd^ 
which was even specified in his commissioo. The king 
told M. de Croissi, that his intention was not to hayo 
included injt the states ; M. de Croissi acknowledged 
that he had made no distinction : the king seemed an« 
gry, but finding the marshal was not in the wrong, h^ 
said, ** The marshal then must be informed that he is 
to hold them, and M. de Lavardin must be told that he 
cannot/' The latter, like a good courtier, submitted 
with respect to his master^s will. This ia what madamc 
de Lavardin informs me, accompanied with a thousand 
friendly expre^ions, and regrets that her son has it not 
in his power to serve mine. Madame de la Fayette,, 
however, has sent me a lettet for marshal d-Estrees, ia 
which she entreats him» with all tlie earnestness possi*- 
ble, to give this deputation ta my son, of whom she 
says a thousand kind things : slu| adds^ that her friend*^ 
ship for me makes her take a& great an interest m this 
affair, as if she pleaded for her own son. I have ac- 
companied this letter with another, and so hasSevignei 
we shall see what all these engines will produce. . Ma- 
dame de la Fayette tells me, that madame de Chaulne^^ 
is far from being dormant upon this occasion ; so that 
I imagine, if M. de Chaulnes has obtained the king's- 
approbation of his choice in favour of my son> the good 
duchess will prevai^iipon M. de Croissi to write to mar* 
shal d'Estrees, and it will be finished. This is a long 
harangue, your friendship exposes you to such tremen* 
dotts details : 1 have not had time to shorten it,, as a 
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fre%t wit says * ; but as, you wish to know every things 
such is the state of afiairs mibtus, and yre are more re-^ 
figned to Providence in these matters than you can 
possibly imagine. This i's not the case with regard to 
your loss of Avignon, and your fine county ; what $l 
delightful residence ! how pleasant to pass the winter 
there ! what a blessing was this income, which you so 
properly applied ! what a loss ! what a misreckoning ! 
I am sorely grieved at it ; my Genius will often complain 
to the good duke de Cheulnes, in proportion as he 
accommodates matters, and thereby deprives you of 
Avignon. Nothing is so strange as this sudden change 
cf climate, which makes him take a leap from Auray to 
within two leagues of Grignan ; for he is upon your 
Rhone, from thence he goes to Rome, and will certain- 
ly not return from that city without visiting you ; no- 
thing less can console him for the interruption of his 
interconrse with the amiable Genius. Nothing more 
dearly proves that people must meet ; it is now your 
turn to tell me sonfe news of M. de Chaulnes. I must 
say a word or two of my dear Paulina ; was I not 
right in my predictions, that the desire of pleasing you 
would make her amiable ? She should noU be driven 
roughly, you 6nd how gentleness operates upon her 
mind ; it gives me real joy, as well upon her account 
as yours, for you cannot but love this little child, who 
will be an agreeable companion for you. Adieu, my 
child ; I love you for many reasons, but particularly, 
because you love me ; this is a very cogent one, and one 
that will not loose its prey. 

* At the end of the sixteenth of the Lettfet Proviacialet, Pasotl sajt : 
'* I have only made this longer than the reft, became I have not had 
time to ihortcn it." 
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LETTER DCCCCXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tht Bocksy Wednesday, Sqitember 7» 1689. , 
If A|>AMB de la Fay€Ue has wriUea again to marsbal 
4'£etree8y to ^sire bim not to engage hioas^lf^ telling 
him* tliese are not mere wor<k of cottrse; that sba it 
more solicitous to obtain for us what ahe requests of him 
ftan if it were for her own son ; apd tbait every measttvt 
was taken at court to crown the business in question 
with success : she acts accordkig to the advice of rox^ 
dame de Chaulncs this second time. Nothing can equal 
the good duchess's friendship for me, nor the pains she 
takes to oblige me; she is a true and actiye friend« 
Madame de la Fayette is delighted with her conducti 
aiadame de Lavardin cordially unites her forces; s0 
that I can do nothing but thank these three peoj^e* 
1 will acquaint you with the event. 

I am convinced that you have had, at least, one letter 
fifom M. de Chaulnes; he flies as swiftly as a bird. His 
najesty ga^ve him 50,000 Hvrcs for this purpose: I 
heartily wish yovi had as much to confiole you for the 
death of the pope. Our fl«et is returned peaceably- to 
Belleisle> and M. de Seignelat has fbwn back to Ver- 
sailles ; for he is a bird too, butof sosaller size than the 
duke de'Chatilnes. You find that our wi4 wafc in the 
right, in saying there had been no sea-fights since ih4 
battle of Actium. Marshal d'Humieres should not have 
endeavoured to take Valcourt at the first onset * ; if 
these gentlemen are not successful, the world is very 
apt to condemn their conduct. It is said the marshal's 

* Manhal d'Humieres wishing to force the post of Valcourt^ on tht 
37th August^ lost many men, and was obliged to re^c. 
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Udy gifes ool UiaC the ittends kwr hvtbMid bas lost 
ujMii this CHX^MUMi, pfevent Ker from e^oyiag his vic^ 
t9ry, M. de Booiieri bas perfofOMd a tNriiliaat action *i 
I belie?e oar loarquk was concerned; ba U very well^ 
ao that we have nothiag to i& but to thank Ged. What 
eaotioa I feel, when I hear the name of M. de Bouf* 
flers! M. de Revel is here with two beauties from 
Rennes, one of whoaii he is said to be in love with: 
Ibis woman anderstands raillery, I do not believe she 
tt in earnest with our passing hero : it is a great anuisa* 
men! to ns ; they will stay here three or four days* I. 
da not love dealing in contraband goods ; but if I chose^ 
I believe, I could be useful in the conversation. The 
poor marchioness de Marbeuf is laid up at Rennes with 
a violent cold ; for my part, my health is so good, that 
I am sometimes astonished at it; I have none of the 
little aches or pains that are so common ; I seem to be 
too fortunate in this respect, and I receive it at the 
hand of Providence in the same manner as I should the 
contrary, were it se ordained. And are you, my chdld^ 
no longer troubled with those nervous aflectiens, head* 
aches, and pains in your legs ? is year beauti^l machine 
in good order ? Madame de Coulanges informs me that 
she has repaited hers by bathing; she is going back to 
Brevanes with a love for solitude, which even she her- 
self is at a loss to comprehend ; sbe^complains that yp« 
have been the first to break off a correspondence that 
gave her so nauch pleasure; nothing can afford her 
comloH in this rospect, bnt the hope of your renewing 
it when you are together, ibr she has observed, with 
grief, that your return will absolutely destroy this cor^^ 
respondence, which always afflicts her ; hi i^ort, she 19 
^1 politeness. 

* The marquis de Boofflers attacked Kocheim upon the Motelle^ 
A«|^ 26, and carried it h^ assalult. 
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A gntit event hur taken place. The count de !t«T^ 
fet oat this morning at dny-break ; he remained heft 
mil/ one day. The ladies are astonished^ and will now 
find the time hang heavy on their hands. He gave my 
«on serious reasons for his precipitancy ; he said he wu 
not willing to mortify a certain lady; this made ui 
laogh: generally speaking, women are strange crea* 
tares, as M. de Rochefoucanlt well knew. 

Adieu, my best and dearest child : it is supposed that 
our parliament will return to Rennes, and no doubt that 
of Guyenne to Bourdeaux : traffic and barter are always 
uppermost; money does erery thing. 1 must kiss Paa* 
Una, and rejoice that she is worthy of your love. 

LETTER DCCCCXXVL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Snndaj, September 11, 1«89. 
If I had been with you the day you wrote to me, or 
my Genitu had been at Grignan as yours was at Auray, 
I would have said to you, " Daughter, you are jesting, 
to expect M. de Chaulnes to-day or to-morrow : he is 
still at Paris, and will not set out till the twenty-eighth, 
so that he cannot be with you till the third of Septem- 
ber :" but my Genius does not travel like yours ; and 
our good duke, who so well knew how to convene 
with, and answer it, would not take the same care of 
mine. I own, I should be charmed at your seeing him : . 
and how droll a circumstance it would have been, if you 
had received in his presence letters written by me from 
Britany when I was in his house, and in which I speak 
of him ! for he has long been the principal subject o^ 
roy letters. In short, my dear, we shall see what will 
l^appen from bis passing so near you : I cannot help 
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thinking there will be at least #ome little Couhi^, 
fome letter^ soaie compliment, some Botice^ or 8om« 
remembrance. The good duchesa always sayft : " Am 
to the beautiful countess, M. de Chaulnes k>yes her 
dearly ; he esteemis her, and is quite happy when h^ 
is with her/' We shall see what this will produce: I 
sincerely wish that the interest he took in my son, hf 
desiring M. de Lavardin to give him the deputationi 
may be approved by his majesty ; for as to marshal 
d'Estrees, he certainly will not refuse madame de la 
Fayette. Do you not wonder at this sudden and sur^ 
prising change, which seems exactly calculated to de* 
range all our plans? We cannot yet comprehend how, 
the duke could have spoken in the way he did to M. 
de Lavardin, if he had not said a word to the king ; but 
this is still a mystery. We have written to madame d© 
la Fayette, that we thought it natural for M. de Lavar* 
dm to inform his majesty of what M. de Chaulnes had 
said to him, when he believed M. de Lavardin was to 
hold the states; that M. de Revel thought the same, 
and that we sent the'^idea to her for improvement. I 
am convinced that madame de Chaulnes will do all ia 
her power ; so that I sleep, and leave this to be ukura* 
veiled you know where. 

I am not quite so easy with respect to our poor mar«* 
^uis ; the army is every where so much in motion, that 
we may believe the flying camp of BoufBers will not 
ramain inactive. They performed a very brilliant ac*^ 
tion, while marshal d'Humieres suffered himself to b« 
beaten at Valcourt. This monkey * to enter sword ia 
hand, force the castle, and kill or carry off eleven or 
twelve hundred men ! Figure to yourself this infant be- 
come a man, a soldier, a firebrand ; my child» there 

VOt. VIII. K 
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w^M ht no sapporiHig these reflectioiis> if we did n6i 
at tbe tftme time consider^ that God will presenre hina ; 
Vid that he whom He protects is well protected. In« 
detdryoa are right in saying, I am neither indififerent 
to this child, nor to your afiairs; I not only interest 
inyself, and take my part in them, but I am over head 
and ears in them ; and how can it be otherwise ? This 
jt is that occupies me, that sets me in motion, and makes 
me sensible that I am still too much alive. 

Corbinelli has be^i quite kneaded into mysticism for 
more than a year; I am in the secret; ai) the outworks 
of the place are so invested, that he can endure no other 
iffeading. He has got a Malaval * that ddighu him ; 
he has found out that my grandmotlier, and the love of 
Qod of my grandfather St Francis de Sales, were as spi* 
ritual as St. Theresa. He has extracted firom idl these 
books five hundred beautiful maxims ; he every d^y vi- 
sits madame le Maigre, a very pretty woman ; n^tiuaig 
is spoken of but God, Christian aaorality, the Evange^ 
list of the day; these ara called holy coopversationa, 
they charm him, and he shines in them ; be is itisen^ 
sible to every thing else. He, however, answers M« tie 
Soissonsf a little in behalf of M. Descartes: he shows 
all he does to madame de Coulanges, who is very OMMrh 
pleased vrith it : several Cartesians desire himt to con- 
tinufv but he will not : you know him well ; he bunw 
.«Tery thing he has scribbled ; ahvays full of others and 
-dflstkute of himself, his self-love is akin to their pride, 

« Francis MaUtval, author of several woiks added to the Index at 
Home, as suspected of being too spiritually refined. Tlie article of Ma- 
laval in Moreii*s Historical Dictionary, is a very curious one. Who 
would believe that a man blind from the age (^ nine montlis, should 
«tau« so much erudition and knowledge as is Mcrihed to bku ? 

•f- Peter-Daniel Huet, bishop of Soissons,and afterwards of Avranches, 
wrote ti^auist the philosophy of Descartes* 
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^ he girts no efitoce ; I am not 8aq>rrsect that Ihe 
tieutenani of poHce is pleased with him. I know not 
whether he had a hand in that marriagne *, bat it i^ 
broicea off; the mother is inconsolable : the father doear 
ndt care aboat it, he sajs, and the danghter ahowd great 
iadiffefenee on th» unpleasant occasion. GerbineHt 
does not write to me^ he has no time ; I know not whalf 
I would not give to see ihe body of the place as w^ 
taken as the outworks, and to see how real devotion 
would operate upon so lively and extensive an under- 
standing; if I were worthy of asking such a favour of 
God) I would do it wjth all my heart. 

You talk to me of M. de Beauviiliers, and M. de 
Fenelon, and of the propriety of the choice that has 
been made of them. As I have ahready told yon, they 
an both exoeUent I congratulate the chevalier moit 
sincerely upon the oecasion ; M. de Beaavitiiers is very 
worthy of being bis friend. 

. I tnfomied you of the negociations that were carry* 

ing oo for the return of the parliament My son has 

taken a trip to Rennes, to visit M. de Pomraerenil's soni 

who is arrived from Alen^on, of which place lie is in- 

tendant ; his lovely wife is with him : she would set alt 

Rennes on fire, if she were to remain here four days. 

Our k^Hes are still here three days after the departure 

of the faithless and perfidious M. de Revel ; this was an 

-event that gave no pleasure, though they pretend not 

to care about it. The weather to-day is dreadful ; it 

seems as if winter were already disposed to take place. 

I think, by way of drying myself, of your fine sunshine 

at Avignon. Ah, good heavens f tell it not in Gath; 

it i^ the dake that will deprive you of this beautifiit 

* The marfiage of miidsme le Camus with M. d« Soissons, wMeb 
did not take pl^ace. Ja 1690 she manied M. de Nicolas, first preudent 
of the chamber of accounts at Paris. 

K2 
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<iounty, he deserves to be folded ; I dare not think of 
the revenue you derived from it> nor what you will do 
without this resource. Be careful of yourself; my dear 
child ; let me hope to see you again in good health ; 
mine continues excellent. My daughter-in-law desires 
to be remembered to you afiectionately ; we have been 
alone^ we have taken courage, and we are now very 
well able to bear my son's absence. 

LETTER DCCCCXXVIL 

TO THE SAME. 
The Rocks, Wednesday, Septerobtr 14, 1689. 

I AM always unhappy when any of your letters mis- 
carry ; it makes me lose the thread of a conversation 
that was perfectly connected, and which constitutes my 
happiness and my amusement. When we belong to a 
society, as I do to that of Grignan, are interested in it, 
and attentive to it, the loss of a letter is not a trifle ; 
but what is to be done in this case ? arm ourselves with 
patience, endure these lesser evils that are attached to 
greater, and endeavour, if it pleases God, to see one 
another again, and not adopt such violent measures as 
little Rocheboune * ; *' we must separate, and never love 
again :** this is a violent little fellow, who can bear no» 
thing. For my part, I shall say, " we must always love 
one another, though we should be obliged to separate :** 
I like the idea you have given me of that dear child. 

But let us talk of our good duke de Chaulnes. So 
then he has called at Grignan. Your chateau has an air 
of such grandeur ; it is so well furnished, y«ur chapter 

♦ M. dc Cliateauncuf de Rochebonne, nephew of M, de Grignan, 
killed September 11, t709> at tke battle of Malplaquet. 
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fa SO noble, your terraces so proud and so superior to • 
all others, that the duke will easily comprehend that 
Boreas is not always in a humour to suffer these heights, 
which seem to brave and defy him. You must inform 
me of what passed at this visit; I am persuaded that 
you must have had Coulanges and the truant Capuchin* 
with you. I wish the latter could cure the colic. How, 
my child, is this ? M. de Grignan, who never was af- 
flicted with this complaint, to be thus disordered by it t 
but we have no choice, and we must submit. God has 
not yet pointed out to me the path of my decay ; I ex- 
pect it with a resignation that will make me endure it 
patiently, for the one seldom comes without the olher. 
I am sure you have received the duke in the most 
courteous and hospitable manner, notwithstanding the 
ill office' he is going to render you. I dare say he did 
pot amuse himself with answering mi/ genius, as he'con- 
ferred with yours in Lower Britany ; he must have had 
too much pleasure in conversing with you personally^ 
and too much business ; this, in my opinion, is the most 
desirable part of his embassy. Yod must have men- 
tioned your poor mamma, and he must have explained 
to you what he has done for our deputation ; you will 
be astonished that we know nothing respecting it ; afWr 
what he said to M. de Lavardin to desire him to giv# 
the deputation to M. de Sevigne, a silence has taken 
place, which I cannot comprehend.. But as it is the 
duke's business to name the deputy, I have no reason 
to doubt his good-will hitherto, and still less the friend* 
ly zeal of madame de Chaulnes; on the contrary, I have 

reason to be convinced of it. The parliament is sent 

t 

• The pbjsician M. de Chaulnes took with him, anil one of the two 
tapufihina of the Louvre whom madame de S^gn^ often mentions ia 
ber letters* 
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back to Keanes*; this gives incredrble joy ; tbc city 
fiirnifthes the king with 50,000 Uvres. M. de C(>etlo«- 
gon t has 1)een canvassing in this afikir, and I am peN 
6uaded that it is he who has thrown the stumblmg* 
blocks ill our way through M. de Cavoie : I have 
nothing to say, and therefore say nothing, except 
that we are unfortunate, owing to the death of a pope* 
at a stated period ; the complaints of marshal d'£str£es, 
which prevented M. de Lavardin from holding the 
states, as he would otherwise have done ; die return of 
the parliament at this juncture, and a present of 50,000 
livres : this succession and concatenation of onforeseea 
tvents, have produced wbat you view in the same Itgbl 
that I do. But, my dear child, be not more grkred 
than we ere: we have still some fortitude left, tb«e * 
things do not a£fect the heart. Marshal d^str6es refers 
me to madame de la Fayette, to learn his sentimMUs ; 
we sbaU at length know the sequel, and the curious oii^ 
jratelUog of this intrigue. My son will console himteif 
wUh the resolution ke has taken uf excusing bitnself 
ff^m tlie nrrHrt^imi, which he wms obliged to accept, 
by proving the expense he incurred at the head of i^e 
nc^ili&y. 1 have ftlveidy gone too far ; I eamiot belp 
wandering at tiie swiftness of my pen, which goes lar* 
Iher tbaa I intend it shoukL 

According to the idea 1 have formed to mysdf of 
PtnUiia^s person a^d understanding, 1 think she must 
be very stjrikiog and interesting, and b, tlMMRteod Itimes 
ibcre so tbaa beauties who hwe not these attActiMis. I 

« The parliament of Remnes had been moyfsA to Vannes in 167 a, oa 
tccouut of a sedition that happened that year at Rennes. 

f Reo^Hiaclotb, mai^ de CoStlqgoB, waft gB«efnor«f ilebncs, 
and biothei^in-lav of Unus d'C^eri bmkium d« CaToie» grand saafM 
of the king's Uo^whoW. 
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ftlso imagine that the duke considered her as she is, and 
yoa, my child^ as you are; I am not uneasy about 
your beauty, while you preserve your health. I have 
told madame de la Fayette that her son should shudder 
at marrying mademoiselle de Marillac^ with whom our 
marquis was in love : this marriage is highly approved, 
it is a good family y the alliance is desirable, and all tlte 
Lamoignons have 200,000 livres for ever. Madame de 
la Fayetie insures them all her property, reserving only 
the nse and profits; is not this enough ? she is very 
well satisfied ; the marriage will not take place till the 
%nd of the campaign. 

M. d' Aries has written me a very loving letter ; he 
b pleased with Forges ; he informs me that madame de 
Vios has gained her cau8e» and I have written to him 
to congratulate her upon the occasion. My son sends 
bis kindest reaaemforances to you, and desires me to 
tell you what I have already told you ; he saw M. de 
Pommereuil's beautiful daughter-in-law at Rennes ; she 
itammers so much as to be unable to utter a sentence 
distinctly ; but we must say with Moliere, " Where is 
the foolish husband who would be sorry that his wife 
were dumb * ?'' In good truth, I neither stamn^r ni)f 
am dumb; this is a misfortune for you. I must tell 
you once more, that I am sorry your farmers begiato 
pay as badly as ours do; this, joined to the loss of Avi- 
gnon, --^-^JBic/ let us not talk qf this, nor of the ravages 
committed by time upon our poor persons, and at 
length upon oor lives. I ought to conclude in a less 
gloomy strain, but 1 know not what to say ; dixi. 

• See Aa U. Sceoe IV. of tb« Medecip nialgr^ jLul. 
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LETTER BCCCCXXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tbe Rocks, Sunday, September 18, 1689' 
YooH lettei^pf the first of September is at length arriv- 
ed, after having travelled to Rennes; this is a journey 
iny letters sometimes take, by being put into the wrong 
bag: how is this to be redressed ? but here it is; I should 
havd been very sorry to have lost it; it carries on a 
chain of conversation, which informs me of every thing 
that had escaped me. Let us pass over the account of 
the good duke de Chaulnes's visit; of the magnificent 
arid friendly reception you gave him; the elegance of 
your house; excellent fare; two tables, like his in Bri^ 
tany, sumptuously served ; a noble company, withoui 
the presence of Boreas ; he would "have stunned you, 
you would not have been able to hear each other ^peak; 
and besides you had guests enough without him* Flamd 
seems to know his business well ; no confusion, and 
great taste : I figure all this to myself, with greater plea- 
sure than I can possibly express to you. I wished you 
to be seen in all your glory, at least your country glory, 
for that 6f Aix is still greater ; and that M. de Chaulne* 
should find something better to eat than our chicken 
and bacon. He now knows what you can do ; you have 
shown enough to do as you please at Paris ; he has seen 
your fish and flesh repasts, the multon-pasty, and the' 
pigeon-pie. Coulanges played his part also very well, 
his spirits are not yet lowered. I dread this change in 
him ; for gaiety constitutes a great part of his merit. I 
have no doubt that his heart overflowed with joy at so 
handsome a reception, and that he was in raptures at 
Paulina's perfections. You always accuse her of not 
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being agreeable, except with dukes said peers : I hare, 
however, seen her very entertaining only with us ; and 
you gave me an account, when I was here five years 
ago, of some very amusing suppers. M. de Chaulnes 
has written to me ; enclosed is his letter : you will see 
whether he is satisfied with you all, and the manner in 
which you do the honours of your house. He made yon 
laugh at the Genius; mine did not make its appearance at 
Grignan, better company was to be found : you knew 
nearly what it would have said, and you have done toQ 
much honour to my memory ; yhu have mentioned mt 
several times, and drank my health. Coulanges climb*' 
ed upon his chair; this, I think, was a dangerous at- 
tempt for a little man, as round as a bowl, and not very 
alert. I am glad he did not meet with a fall in solemn^- 
jfling my health, and am very anxious for a letter from 
him. The dinner, which you ordered to rise at La 
Flame's wand, in Noah's ark, which you describe so 
pleasantly, must have been both elegant and enchant 
ing. The music was quite new ; it must have brought 
to mind the menagerie at Versailles. In short, you are 
very generous, as you say, to give such a reception tp 
an ambassador who is going to do you so much harm ; 
1 am convinced that he is very sorry for it. Madame 
de Chaulnes tells me that it is thought many difficulties 
will be started in the conclave, and afterwards upon the 
cruel afi&ir of the franchises; so much the better, say Ir 

Rome sera, du moins, unpen plus tard vendue*. 

That county, that charming Avignon, will remain to 
us, whilst the Holy Ghost is choosing a pope, and the 
negociations continue. You are right, my child; it is 
like the day you were at the ball at the Louvre, bril* 

• Rome will, tt lesit, be funreadered somewliat later. 
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Uflflflit #itli jtmtU wUcb yott #vr« to vcMm iIk mail 
ddy : but what you retained was better; mud yom wttt 
b^nis&mtr «ii th€ o«xt day, tban ^mn all appHcmiictt 
your iilctmie will bew I say on ilm subject, at you do^ 
in yiMif Mineral orattons^ "^l^ell it not inOaftb.'^ ift* 
deed, tbere was tto appearance of it at Origiiaii, wben 
yoQ reeeiTed his excellency : i ktmn not htmr you con- 
trive it, or how people can ran witbo«t legs ; it is a mi- 
tac!e, wbieh I pray God may always continue. Th% 
docbess dc Chaolnes sent me the letter you wrote to 
tier ; no one can say what is necessary, and no more, ao 
"Wett-ayyoa; every thought seems placed in its proper 
niche^ Sn short, what shall I say to you ? I share in all 
you do ; setf-)oTe, friendship, and gratitude^ alt are sa« 
tisfied. i suppose that your brothers did not set out titi 
they bad assisted yo<u m doing the honours of yo«r 
bouse. I shi^l say nothing to you respecting the depu- 
tation ; every thing relating to it, has been too slow 
and too long in band ; we will talk of it another time. 

Your dear son is well ; you know that he was every 
'wbere, sword in hand, with M. Boufflers: this little 
monkey, my dear child ! Cod fnestrce him, I shall never 
alter my prayer. Mentz bas surrendered * : this news 

* Mmu svivnidfeied «t du^ ead of seven weeks, for wtnt of ponvdcr. 
M. d'H«tteUethail maie twwniy-tfvo siJltM, in wiikh he had ktHed five 
diousand of the eaeno^'s xoen. Bat liU uoble defence .wat \exj uxk&- 
vourably judged at Paris j ** iliis immense city/' said Voltaire, •* full 
of indolent people, who must judge of every tiling, and who have ears 
and tongues, but no eyes." M. d'Huxelles was hooted at there in a 
orowded tlieaire.^ But Lewis XIV. recoived hin vtail ; U is affirmed that 
he said to him, *< You defended yourself like a man of courage, and sur- 
retulered like a man of sense." Wliat in some dti^tee excused the injus- 
tice of the public, was, that this officer was the devoted creature of LoQ- 
vois; and as he stRvendered Mentz at the moment K was gtMHg^ to he Te- 
inforced, he was suspected of having done so, to favour the minister; 
for the kucr, inly percetvtag ihc khig's areoion tn him» fbued, it is 
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tkai £ alvrajrs farngbed at M. 4e iorraine. U h smi 
febtt tlie maniais d'Hoxttlles bM f^iirod with the t^^^eim 
of frieKk attd jGhm. I tiewbU lest the dean's hrotber 
•heBU be aoMi^ the nwuber of killed or wouadedi 
none oi his hrtve brathert m\l ikttaia grey haire: of thi* 
lie is odBfiaced at leM, if we may itidge by 4)he hasty 
careleas maoner in iMch he Usteaed to M. Prat ; he aa 
accTuCoaaed to such news. I ai» in paia for poa^r Mj»r» 
iilbc: what eats be done with ane leg, ia a cvty taken 
by assault * ? what aoiseA whai oaaliasioiw wba^ aa in* 
femsd ng^! I am w^ry uneaay. I pit^y M* de la 
Trenaae; we aaid tiuly^ ia seeing htm fepak bis house : 
*' The warst that can happea to hini> id to e^yoy the ex^ 
flense he is iocarring there :'' this wa3 ii[|deed too true. 

Do yon wish to know whal sort of life we lead^ lay 
dear child i I will describe it to ym. We rise at eighti 
ipa to fiiaas at niae; walk 4rr »H, aGCovdin^ to the i^^oa- 
ther> sometimes different w^ys ; we dine.eoiafortably ; a 
oeighhoar arrires> we talk of the i^ews ; af&er diaaer we 
work, my daughter-in-'law inpaa a baftdred difieteat 
thiogs, I apoo two pieces of tapestry which anadmo 
4e Caraum ga^e me at Cbaulnes; at iWe we «ep£ira(ie> 
aad walk alone or together ; meet at a yery pretty spot.; 
l^idther take a haek> pray; er thcak c^ my dear child« 
baiki castles in the air« and ant* sometioies ebeerluU and 
soawAiiaea mefaaiohofy. My s€h» neads enlertateiag and 
^ood haoics; we have sowe dev^tienaU aad somehisto* 
rical ; this amuses and emptoys as, we ttiakeour itemarl^s 
upon what we read ; my son is indefatigable^ he would 

«aid, cvery^kc'rtiw went, wUkH ^ «fifectti>^ a ^cM^, wonld hu^ 9^ 
dered him less necessary. 

♦ Madame de S^viga^ was not ignorant that M entz had capitulated 5 
but ahe meant to speak of the attack of the covered way, which was vciy 
vigorous and bloody. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9CH LITTSlt Of 

read for fire hours successife^y if we would permit him* 
We receive letters and answer them, which occupies no 
small por^on of our time, at least of mine. We hare 
had company, and we shall have more> though we do 
not wish it; when visitors arrive, we make oiurselves 
perfectly easy. My son has workmen who are dressing 
trees as they say here, and gravelling the parterre. In 
thort, my child, it is a strange thing, that in pursuing 
this insipid, and in some degree, melancholy life, the 
days should glide and fly from us ; God knows what is 
flying from us at the same time ; but tell it not in Goth ; 
I cannot, however, help thinking of it. We sup at eight ; 
S^gne reads after supper, but only books of amuse^ 
' ment, for fear of falling asleep ; they retire at ten, but 
i seldom go to bed till twelve ; such nearly are the rales 
of our convent; over the door is inscribed. Sacred liberty, 
or. Do as you please*. I infinitely prefer this life to that 
at Rennes ; it will be sufficient to pass Lent there, for 
the benefit of soul and body. 

Du Plessis has written me word, that his whim has 
only yet displayed the end of its nose ; that it is not 
fully come forth ; but that he is married to a person per> 
fectly suited to his taste, of sense and beauty, of a good 
family, and who has secured him from all future want; 
this is what you make me doubt : he seems still, how^ 
ever, to listen to madame de Vins. In short, these are 
his words, ** I love this wife a great deal better than the 
last ;'' this agrees with the grief he displayed at her 
loss: have you forgotten it? 

• Hiis It wlmf Rabtlaii stys of the abbey de Tb^kae. They had 
thii nngte mk : Vti».«e ^ to TOttdniB|«*Do aa you pUaie. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTER DCCCCXXIX. ' .' 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wedneaday, Septendittr 91, 168^. 
Not only do I read your letters with pleasure, but t 
read them over again with an affection that interests me> 
and gives a relish to niy solitary walks ; these letters 
iiave greater charms, and are better written, than yon 
imagine ; you are not aware of the turn and harmony 
you gireto them. I must tell you, my dear countess, 
that M. de-Ci)auhies, af^er so many professions of friend- 
ship, h^ forgotten us a little at Paris. He received 
your letter at Versailles; it was calculated to rouse 
him ; nevertheless, in a week's residence there, and 
three conferences with the king, he could not find one 
morpent to say a word in favour of my son, not even to 
M. de Croissi ; he was contented with saying to M. de 
Lavardin, who was to have held the states ; " Sir, I en^ 
treat you to appoint M. de Sevign^ deputy.'' And the 
next day, upon marshal d^Estrees's remonstrances, aH 
alteration took place ; so that these words wave lost in 
air, Madame de Chaulnes is to speak about it to M. de 
Croissi, but it will certainly be too late ; they are people 
who are not dormant, and this is our situation. If the 
business depended upon marshal d'Estr^es, it would be 
Tery certain : madame de la Fayette has written him 
two very forcible letters I he only requires at this mo- 
nent of interregnum, to discover what would be agree* 
able at court, and he himself points out th« way to n>a« 
dame de la Fayette, who on her part impels the duchess, 
and places the abbe T&tu between her and M. de Croissi : 
she certainly does wonders, and we wait the effect of her 
exertions with tolerable tranquillity, ^ith regard to tbr 
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object itfl«]f^ bat hart at the coldness and silence of the 
duke, whose friendship for me and my son, whose 
views, advice, manners, alt convraeed as, and the whole 
province, that he considered us with peculiar distinc- 
tion. This, between you and me, so. greatly afflicts 
and Mrprises us, that comparing what has passed since 
their departure, with what passed before, w« lose om 
9ematst, and can m 90 way aocvoKt fer this sad diifer^ 
eace ; we think it aJl a ^ream, oae «f tiiose disagreeabi* 
dreama from which we ate delighted to awake, and t» 
disco^per that k was an iUiimon. We will inform you «f 
Ae seqttel ; but be assured that we are highly pleased 
with tiie marshal : he has even written to us, withovt 
saying so much to madame de la Fayette, in tlie axMit 
•bligiiig manner possible. As to M. de Lavafdin, h 
mast be owned tlmit the foeldkig the statos WMrid have 
been a very pretty appointmcfit ^ him ; but this was 
taking the finest feather out of the marshal's cap : h«B 
majesty may cocnpenssMe M. de Lavardm wtien he 
pleases. 

What say you to Mentz ? The marquts d'Huffettes was 
in want «f powder and mvsAcets ; it seemed to us likewise 
that tbey were somewhaft tardy in send^fig r g gnfor ce- 
tneiits : im shiort, k was the will ^ God, as it is thaft 
your son should be in perfect heahh.r The dear mmrquis 
liaa written me a Tery pretty letter; he rafllieB with mcf, 
and calls my daughter-in-law kis cotesm; he says they 
bave done no4;hing 3^, bat highly praises M. de Bouf- 
ilevs ; in short, no one cam answer better to^ the fire cC 
courage and TaVaw than he does. Gad preeerve hm, 
Oottlanges appears to vAt delighted with yourtnagn^ 
cence, your entertainments, your good taste, and with 
Paulina : you are wicked, you think he is eempel^d by 
virtue of witc^hcrafft ; I be^Heve him ; but without being 
dukes, you diapkry more splendour tl^an is necessary vo 
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cs^haiit bkn. Ymt conypuiywasselectyamdTWircaMt 
perfectly ^uited ; fiochkig coqM add te the gr«iide«r«l 
this reception. 

M. Rousseau is mad with his madame de la Riviere* 
whom he makes a constellation ^ it is one of their dreams 
ordinary and extraordinary, to which they giye so much 
ceeditf^mt they have been mhnwt bewildered by tbea; 
far tiiey imok ail the phantoms of their imagkiaitiea for 
•criaus troths. Bitt I anmot dresMiftg wi^n I tell yoit» 
^kax one of my letters is eitiier lest or misteot i dii 
M>t wait from the seroiteeiith to the twesty-fourth «o 
wrke to my dear child ; I wrote to yon firom beno^' 
where I arrived with madame de Chaoilnes and M. de 
^vei: ^he set oot mi Satvrday the twentieth, atlbor 
ill the momifigy and J wrote to you the nexit day> jUi-^ 
gast the twenty-first. It is only to scoU the postrnm^ 
Ihttt I am so exact ; I do not, however, complain, as i 
receive your letters very regniarly. Yoa ^uraise Revel 
for the same reason I did, in saying that i bad ionad 
him a man of veracity, and so litUe tinctured with t»» 
nifty, that after having related to f»e the parages of dn 
Rhine and Senef, amd other cipcmnstances of his rxQH 
paigns, I did not know whether Im deserved praise or 
oeosure. Be tokl ua thaA at iirst he fdl into the RiiHM» 
and was dragged oist by his hair; that km borse mxak 
into a h«le ; in short, he related all this ia sucb a man* 
ner, that I concluded he was drowned ; it seems, how- 
ever, that he mounted very expeditiously, though drip-, 
ping wet« upon another horse, and went very prettily 
40 charge the enemy, and disengage the prioce, wbo 
4»d jiist been wounded *• 1 wa^ itevert^tess, in grevt 
want of this dectsiem from the higher cotrncil, which 
the chevalier sends me> for his is realty so to me. I am 

• The count cte Revd commaadcd the cviirasBiers at the passage of 
the Rhine, June 12, 167-2. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



dot tETTKRS or # 

obliged to n^y, to complete Revel's panegyric^ that he 
dkl not speak so carelessly of tbe battle of Altenheim f^ 
and of the reputation of the chevalier. 

rROM M. DE SEVIGnL 

I HAb> however, assured my Brother, that no one could^ 
be more esteemed for valour and even probity than 
Revel ; but this was only a trifling sentence, from an ip* 
ferior judge* in comparison of the decision of coun- 
cil, which has just been delivered by the knight of 
glory. Now we are upon the subject of Revel, I vnW 
give you a little anecdote, which will appear /mot di 
proposito (inapplicable). I once saw LaR**** J at ma- 
ilame. de Louvois's playing at basset ; she lost consider- 
ably; at length, piqued at her ill luck, she made an* 
alpion§, saying these beautiful words, ** If I lose this 
alpion, I will say the most disgraceful thing of myself 
that can possibly be uttered/' She lost it, and to keep 
her word, she told the company that she had thai very 
morning taken a clyster that had been brought her the 
preceding evening, from pure avarice, not being willing 
to incur an unnecessary expense. This is the anecdote : 
now, my dear little sister, for the application. I am 
piqued at having lost the deputation, which I was led- 
to expect, whether I would or not y and, in revenge^. I 

f The chevalier de Gngaan bad greatly distinguished himself at tht 
battle of Altenheim, wbicb happened August a, 1675. 

* The same mentioned hj M. de Revel, in the Letter of tbe 24tb 
August Those who wish to know who is meant hj tliis initial, may 
choose between madame de Rambures and madame de Royan, two pe^ 
aons of such distinguished rank, and socIl ill manners, that we risk 
little in giving them credit fur every thing of this kind we may think 
proper. 

§ A term at tbe game of ba««t, sjoonymona^ to tb«t of DtrvU tt 
pharo. 
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am going to tell you a disgraceful thing of myself, more 
«o than La R*****s. It is this; notwithstanding all my 
fine reflections, and the philosophy which solitude and 
retirement inspire, I have found myself so much nettled 
at M. de Chaulnes's neglect and indolence, at the dis- 
gust this creates in the province, and the joy with 
Which it has inspired M. de Chaulnes's enemies, and 
those who hate me on his account, that it is with the 
greatest difficulty in the world, I have got the better o( 
it. I have therefore carefully avoided every thing thai 
could recall my thoughts to it; and as your letters were 
filled with the most friendly sentiments towards me, and 
the mterest you took in this little distinction, I would 
rather have suffered death than have read them ; they 
were poison to my mind. Can I, my dear little sister^ 
give 3'ou a greater proof of confidence, than in relating 
to you such a feeling, after six years of reflection^ and 
good sense ? But tell me, at the same time, if there can 
be a comparison between the friendship and zeal, evinC"* 
ed by M. de Chaulnes for two years, to do us this ser- 
vice, and the uncommon lethargy he displays at present^ 
and the profound silence he observes, after so many so* 
lemn asseverations, that the only pleasure he had in leav- 
ing Britany, was in going to put the finishing stroke %^ 
this affair. How could he approach you after this ? how 
could he write to my mother? how, in short, can he 
justify himself for having failed in one of the most essen* 
tial duties of friendship ? Could it ever have been sup- 
posed that M. ai»d niadamede Chauines would have be- 
come useless to us with regard to the deputation of Bri- 
tany ; and that madame de la Fayette and marshal d'Ea-. 
trees should be the only persons that would have pro- 
cured it for us, had measures been taken in time? I. 
begin to give up all thoughts of it ; and now that all 
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fcope J6 at tn «tid^ I fiad myself lifcc the man of I)ijo»i 
wliose story M. de Ormesson has often relaled to us : ht 
was upon the wheel; he said to his confessor; ** Sir, 
my mind has not been so composed for a long time.^ 
It is certain that I am much more tranquil than I was 
a month ago> when I expected letters from M. de 
Chaulnes by every post \ my mother will acquaint yoo 
nvith my sentiments upon this subject. I am persuaded 
iliiat it is love who has played us this trick ; and this is 
Jthe only apology that can be offered for such conduct^ 
for who does not know that every thing should yiekl to 
the power of love ? It is only to be. lamented that we may 
attribute it to that little fretful sneereo du Bois de la Bocbe. 
1 already know where in future to meet with more con* 
aolation than at the Rocks ; I mean with you and M. 
de Grignan ki your magnificent ch4teau : if God pre« 
•erre the health of aU the Grignans^ and if nothing 
change upon this score either^ in my own house er ma* 
dame de Mauron's, I can foresee nothing to prevent my 
▼ititing you at Grignan* under pretence of going to take 
the wttent; but, in iact« to avoid the arriere-ban, from 
which I c*ould not excuse myself this year, on account 
of the way in which it was offbred to me, and because 
M. de Chaulnes advised me to accept of it, in the views 
ke assured me he had for ^ase. In all hutnan probability 
theretbre, it will be towards the spring, or rather towards 
the summer, when I shall see you, my dearest tisten 
My only fear is, that M. de Grignan may at that time 
be obliged to visit the coast, and that I shall not have 
80 mach of his company as I wish. I am delighted that 
Paulina begins to make conquests; little Coulanges 
seems to praise her most heartily and sincerely. Your 
ton tetis me very prettily, that after having been at the 
taking of three er four cities he hat a ^eat indlnation 
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to expose bimself to the air of the Rocks. Adieu, my 
lovely little sister; I salute and embrace all the illii- 
etriotts Grigiian8> without forgetting M. de la Garde* 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE CONTINUES. 

All this mast have vent : it is a relief to him. You 
may well suppose that if I see him set out for Bourbon 
and Grignan, I shall request a place in his carriage. It 
l?rJU be (bund, in the end, that I, who do not keep a 
philosopher's shop, hav« more philosophy than all of 
them. Providence assists me wonderfully upon these 
occasions ; it was by submitting to its decrees, that 
mademoiselle le Camus heroically endured the breaking 
off of her marriage ; I am inclined to think, tliat the 
^cardinal (Le Camus*) did not bear the shock with so 
much fortitude. I fancy his eminence seeks only the 
road to paradise, and that he win not desert the Christian 
1R0&. I cannot believe that people of really good sense 
can carry on the farce long ; it is assuming too much. 
i feel the mortification of this family, it is still be- 
lieved that the affair of the parliament of Rennes b 
'^ermined. 

LETTER DCCCCXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tke Rocks, Sanday, September SS, 1689. 
I RecoNcitB myself very badly to the restraint laid 
«ipoB me by M. de Grignan ; he keeps a constant waftck 
over my actions ; he is afrlaid I shall give him a father* 
in-law : this captivity will drive me to some rash adven« 

- * A prelate who piqued ktniself so mudi upon his high birdi, Uiat 
l^eachtng one dsj tQ die people «f h\M dioomt, he wt^fki ^tktm SJbk. 
Chmtian mob* 
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ture, but it will not be with mensieur le comt€ de RcTt;! r 
yes, monsieur, for he is not only monsieur, but monsieur 
le comte de Revel ; we are quite unacquainted here with 
the custom of giving a title to a person who has no right 
to it +; we nevertheless sometimes forget ourselves, and 
call him Revel, but this is under the rose. I will not 
marry him, so make yourself easy, he is too gallant ; 
this will excite your curiosity to know who are his Gii- 
menus: you mention two who are true Bretonnes, bul 
there are three others ; a young senechale who was here, 
but not related to the one you have seen ; mademoiselle 
de K****, who is very pretty, and who was at Rennes; 
and to crown all, a little madame de M. C. ^^our mece, 
for she is grand-daughter to your father Descartes j she 
has a great deal of wit, and seems to think that fire is 
hot, and that she may burn and be burned. All this, 
iowever, is carried on with so much decency, that their 
common lover seems heartily tired of Rennes ; he told 
M. de LouTois the other day, that if he wanted the most 
steady oiBcer in the world for a winter campaign, ht 
Would think of him. 

Let us now, my child, talk of the chevalier's preju- 
dice ; does friendship blind us so far } I think I am as 
well acquainted with it as any one, but it should seem 
to me that it would never err against conviction ; we do 
not love those less who are in the wrong, but we per- 
ceive their error. What! shall an unknown personage, 
called Reason, supported by Truth, knock at the door, 
imd shall she be driven away, as from the university of 
Paris (you have seen that charming work of Despreaux J),. 

f M. de CoulaDges said that die children of the merobea of the par- 
liament of Rennes were all bom marquises and counts.. 

J See ihe burlesque decision given in the high ehamber of ]^nias<*^ 
fOd) in hyoui of the uusten of arts, for the support of the docunoe of 
^Jristotle. 
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'withotit being heard, though accompanied by josiifiea^ 
ison ? What ! do two and two no longer make four ^ A 
gratification given by marshal de Meillaraie, of a hiin* 
dred crowns every two years, which was never a settled 
pension, and which was not known, cannot be discon^, 
tinned without a crime ; for they say, " Sir, we nmat 
see at the next meeting of the states ; if I ftm deceivedi^* 
it will be easily rectified/' For, with regard to the lat« 
gratification erased and given to the state* of seventy- 
one, Coetlogon does not disagree to it. Is it possible toT 
be in the wrong, when all these things are so, clearly 
proved ? If the chevalier had so good a cause in hand; 
with that warm blood that creates heroes and the gout^ 
he would know how to support it better than I do. But 
can a person with so much good sense, shut his eyet 
and his judgement to thb poor truth ^ No, surely, my 
dear countess, no surely ; the duke de Chaulnes was 
not to blame here; this is his master-piece of friends, 
ship; here he fulfilled all itsiluties, and even surpassed 
them ; it is with regard to us that he was to blame, and 
his conduct is wholly incomprehensible: such is the mi«' 
serable state of man ; every thing is cut dianMnd-wise, 
every thing is true, and this is the world. The good 
duke has written to roe again from Toulon; he is con*, 
stantly thinking of me, without having once thought of 
me for a single moment during a week's stay at Paris : 
not one word to the king respecting the deputation so 
often promised, in a manner which gave us. reason to 
think h£ would make it his own business ; not a word to 
M. de CrcMSsi, whose son he took with him, and who 
would have appointed your brother; he said a flying 
word to M. de Lavardin, but could he suppose that he 
had more power than himself to create a deputy ? We 
had persuaded ourselves that this was after he had' men-* 
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lioaed it to the king. At leogth he sets out, lie leannr 
that Lavardin is not to hold the states, it was therefore 
necessary to write. He goes to Grignen^ jmx talk to 
him OB the subject^ he seems to be incltiied to write, 
and this is ail ; he writes to iiie from Orignan and Tom- 
Ion, bat says not a syllable respecting it. Madame de 
Chaalnes is to speak to M. de Croissi about it, btttit 
will be too late, the place will be taken by ^L de Cottt* 
logon. As to marshal d'Estrees, he has joy^Hy engaged 
himself to madame de la Fayette, provided the coert 
leaves him mmtcr of the nomiaalion : we were but toe 
happy on this quarter ; but we think no more of it : M« 
de Cavoie will have the deputation for his brother-in* 
law, and will be in the right. The good duchess has 
lost too much time ; she is timid, and will find the pas- 
siige blocked op ; it is not eveiy one who knows how to 
speak* 1 knoMT not how to reconcile this lethargic con^ 
duct with a ^iendship I cannot doubt; i am as much at 
a ioss to comprehend it as my son ; but we are resolved 
So have the glory of not complaining ; this would give 
the duke's enemies too much pleasure, and serve them 
lor a triumph. We are enck)6ed in these woods, and it 
IS easy for us to be silent; changes may tdke place in 
another yeair, so that we are very well pleased you gave 
him such a magnificent reception : we shall not disoon- 
tinoe our correspondence wkh him ; 1 shall only state 
the i^t, and ask his excellency how he could constantly 
think of tts^ and yet ferget both us and himself? We shall 
not go to the meeting of the states, and shall laugh at 
the arrieTe^ban, which has given us nothing but uneasi- 
ness. These are our wise resolutions; if you approve 
them, we shall think them still better. We are, how- 
ever, sensible to the loss you will sustain in your charm- 
ing county; we cannot too much regret so many fine 
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«Mlfood fbtKg^iw^kk Sowed ftom it. Ifed tfaMbWw 
«• much at you, aod perhaps more ; for jcm an suIh 
line, and I am not so. « 

A pr9p09 of toblime: it seems to me that M. de Maw 
viHac* does not act amiss. La Fayette is haadsomei 
aad has no bad qualities: be has a good name, heis m the 
path of glory, and has all his mother's friends, who are 
infinite in nuniber; his mother is a womni of distin* 
guished naerit; she entaib s]l her estate upon bin, as 
does also the abbe f. He wiU tome day be in possess 
sion of 30^000 Hvres a year : he does not owe a stngto 
pistole ; these are not mere worda of course. Whom can 
you find preferable to him, when law is otU of the ques« 
tiofi ? The lady has 200,000 Hvres; eoutd madame de lA 
Fayette expect less ? <5ive me your opinion, for I teft 
you nothing but the trulh. M. de Lamoignon is the de^ 
pository of the articled, which were signed four day* 
ago, between M. de Lamoignon, the Ireutenant of po^ 
lice, and madame de Larardin, who made the match. 

But what say you to all these changes in the magi«* 
stracy ? I am quite grieyed that our M. de Lamoignon 
shoutd not have.been one of the number; both he and hii 
friends are hurt at it. Your M. de Torci J was certainly 
born with a caul on hrs head: ah, would you had 
made him write with good ink ! But it was not decreed 
that we should profit by the ardour of his friendship fit 

♦ Rei)^ de^tartWtc, dean of die counsellors of state, married Msritt^ 
Magdalen dp Marsillae^ lib daughter, to Refid-Armand Motier, ceolit 
flie I* Fa^eUe, jotinger son of iViagdekin Hocke de U V«%r« cctintws 
ite la Fayette, and colonel of the regioaemi de la Fere. 

f Louit Motier, abb^ de la Fayette, eldest son of madame de k 
Fayette. 

X John -Baptist Colbert, marquis de Torci, appointed secretary of 
state upon the death of Chaf lea Colbert, mar^ma de Tofci^ hia &ther. 
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was not ttie will of God, this is evident, and we t|iinV 
no Biore of it. M. de Pontchartrain is appointed con- 
troller-general ; I expected this,, but not so soon ; we 
are going to write to. him : you will hot fail to do the 
tame, as wejl as to madame de Money ; she is now sit- 
ter to the first ffresident*, but she will not be rain of 
the distinction. 

How happy Paulina is, to be with you ! you will new- 
model her; it is a good sign when she approves the 
praises you bestow on madame de Dangeau. This dear 
child is capable and deserving of all that you can teach 
her; I have always thought so since you told me she 
had sense^ and was desirous of pleasing you. Once 
more I say, how happy she is^ to be with yoUj> and 
to see and hear you ! Coulanges seems delighted with 
her, as well as with you and M. de Grignan, your ch4- 
teau and your splendour : your manner of doing the ho- 
nours of the house seems to have made a very deep im- 
pression upon his brain ; he will, at least, acknowledge 
you for the duke and duchess of the campo ba9so\. In 
short, my dear countess, what can you not do when 
you please ? and with what an air, and what a grace ! My 
9on has read what you have written him with pleasure ; 
he has lately communicated his thoughts to you ; he de- 
sires yoja will be convinced that I am in perfect healthy 
and that the air of the Rocks is excellent. M. d'Aix 
has scarcely acted civilly in not paying you a visit ; 
what folly> to wish to be first president % i But the truth 
is,, he is mad ; luckily those on whom it depends, are not 
so: if, notwithstanding your endeavours to live upon 
good terms with him, his conduct should give you o^ 
fence, I advise you to write to madame de la Fayette ; 

• Achilles de Harlai. f The lower camp. 

J Of the Parliaracnt of Aix. 
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she is not eonTinced that he can be in the right wheb he 
opposes you, and there are few things he dreads more 
than to appear ridiculous in her eyes. I am aware of -, 
the contempt in which your parliament is h^d« in leav* 
ing them such a leader as we are acquainted with : at* 
t«nd a little to what has been the fs^te of those to whom 
that province has been given, M. d'Argouges, Pont* 
chartram, Boucherat ; these are men, and not tea^hortn 
who neigh and commit a thousand extravagances* I 
shall also mention La Falu^re, with whom every body it 
satisfied* Adieu, my child, I embrace, you with infi«r 
nite affection. ; 

LETTER DCCCCXXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

» 

The Rocks, Wcdsesday, Septeal^er S8, l6Sd. . 

You astonish jne by the account you give me of the< 

illnesa of M.de la Trousse. . I wasinfotmed that a kkid 

of palsy bad seized him from the hips downwsnxis ; this * 

is a shocking circumstance, and deprives him of the- 

power of enjoying society, and consequently of recehr*? 

ing consolation. I do not comprehend how this ma«- 

lady can be cured by the waters of Bourbon ; how can 

it be supposed that waters which are only cathartic 

should be fit to restore strength and rigour to relaxed 

and insensible parts I In short, my child» this is a 

most extraordinary illness; I pity M.de la Tronf^se, 

more than he would pity me. I hope that the cheva*' 

lier.will find as much benefit from the vi^ters as he is* 

led to expect They must surely have great efficacy, 

or people would not repair from one end of the wor)dto 

the other, to bathe an hour and a half in three days, 

the only way in which they are used, for they are not 

YOL. TIIL 1* 
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drank; Let me know their effect, and particularly whe- 
ther the qbevalier ha» been relieved by them. This 
jbarsey cannot be long, if they only bathis three days; 
if, aftarthis^ the cheyalier should be able to serve, yoa 
vfqM all haYe great reason to wish the campaign in 
Daophh^ fell to^ hia lot, as your fine ch&teau would 
tkea be bis retreat and resting-place. Enclosed is a 
letter ffom^dulanges ; yon will find that he ia still full 
of yoor magnificent reception and of Paulina. 

liftdameiie Chaulnes inlbrms me that she has spoken 
te M de Croissi, who will do his best, and that a letter 
shall be sent from the duke de Chaulnes to M. de Pom- 
nereuil; all this hangs together so badly, that I have 
no further hopes of it. M^ de Pommereuil and mar- 
sbal d'Estr^es are entirely devoted to us; the last wishes 
only for a hint to name my son : this is what M. de 
dhaulnes should do, or madame de Chaulnes after her 
kasband^i> departure ; this is what he should have writ- 
ten after he had learned t at Lyons* that M; de Lavarditr 
1^ not to hold the states. In* short, I shaH never 
CMUtipreheBd this leihai^, aftep their long-eontinueif 
ffiendshipi havuig:s»idto:u8>a hundred' Cimes, "^'fhiaif 
SMveour business than'yoors/^ I can only ct>i^cture» 
thill they did notxhoose to oppese^M^ de la Coiklbgoin, 
to whoM assiduity the return of the parltament is attri» 
lHtte4 Mid thepresentr given by the city of R^nes; 
though in fact' ho had nothing to do with it, for it was 
^ohmtory : but as ho is govemor of RenneSi he puts okr 
on air of importunity, and thoy were a good deal em«* 
bvra*e4:in acquainting me with this disagreeable cir* 
oomslance. But why then did they recommend' my 
son to Mh de. Lavardin ? thisis what^ puzzles me: btit* I' 
vf)U perplex» myself nomoro with it, though 1 cannot, 
however^ beUeve that th^ have no longer any regard^ 
iuw^'p it muiti bo ascribed' to tHBidiiy» radw thaa^ 
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mdiifereflc^y afid I fitid- th&t tHiv good duchd^ is &ftf* 
wfaelfiftcd with remorse. Did I not rnfonn you that her 
httftbafid wrote ta vt» frbfli Toulon ? I shall sot^et himi 
at RoflCie, when I shatl iHs mOi*e eertain of what! I hvrfi 
to tdi him : bat I wiU not cbm^ilain ; this v/XiTAi hfi 
<kcting an Itt pirt : every thing is confounded and dod- 
cerfed in the journey to Rbtito ; we have suffered no' 
UumHia^onof any kind^ wkh regai^' to the public ; and^ 
% beari justifies them, uot dbtfbthig that they love ns" 
better than M. de Coetlogon. 

l^ene isaii abb£ ofFraneheviltehere, virho has a gteat 
deal of wity aiid is agtei^ble, unaffected, and' leartied^ 
without ostentation ; Montretril is acquainted with bhxt; 
He hato passted his lii^ al Pttris, has seen ytm twite, aiid^ 
you have mad^ an impression on his brain like a divi- 
nity. He is a ^^t Cartesian^ and is mademoiselle Des:- 
CttWs totbr ; she sfaowied hin^ yomr letter ; he admfh^ecf 
that, and yodr enlightened understanding. His wil^ 
I^ieises and amuses me infinitely; it is a long timje 
since t have been in such good company. He calfs 
afy sott rtate tkd, and he thinks me also a divinity, nc%' 
of la pkhe de^ D«*; for my part, 1 consider myself 
tmly as a syltan divinity : but to ^isfy M. de Grigha^rf 
who ma^ be apprehensive that I shall marry him, I 
have to inibrai him that another widow, young, rich, 
eoid of a good Ikmily, struck with his wit and merit, has' 
been nlarried to him for these two years, after having 
refused presidents k mortier : what more need be said?' 
and he> sou^^t after by this widow whom he ought him* 
self to. have sougnt after, yielded, at length, at the age 
of sixty, quitted his abbey, to have no other employ* 
ment than that of a Christian and Cartesian philosopher, 

* The plebeian gods : a quotation from Tasso's Amlnta. Tbe word« 
juat M are from VirgU's Encid. 
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and of being the wisest man in this province. He is 
always at horne^ , and his wife^ who is a young and ele* 
gant woman, is never happy but when she is with him. 
He has visited my son and me, and, if we are pleased 
with ills conversation, he seems delighted with ours. 
Yoa would certainly like this roan: his name is M. de 
Gtiebriac ; he came fourteen leagues to see us, and the. 
idea he has of you gives me great pleasure. 1 should 
not be satisfied with any merit that was ignorant of 
yours. 

My dear Paulina, I was charmed to see your writing 
once more ; I was fearful you would hare forgotten me 
in your prosperity ; it is so great a one for you to be 
on good terms with your dear manptna, and to be wor- 
thy of her esteem, that a little head like yours might 
easily be turned by it. I advise you to continue, the, 
exercise of all your little perfections, which will secure, 
your mamma's love for you, and at the same time the. 
esteem of all the world. — I am, indeed, very glad,^piy 
dear child, that for your amusement^ .and the honour 
of my prophecy, Paulina is become amiable and gentle« 
as you wished her to be. 

I cannpt comprehend why an alliance with mademoi-, 
selle de Camus should, be less desirable, than if her 
i2Qcle had gone to Rome ; what a jest ! Was she consi- 
dered as the niece of a minister of state ? He was no- 
thing more than a cardinal of great merit, and a pious 
nan : he is so still. 
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LETTER DCCCCXXXII. 

TO TBE SAME. 

The Rocb> Sunday, October S, 1669* 
It will be a year to-morrow since I saw yoa« embraced 
you, heard you speak, and lef^ you at Charenton* 
Good heavens, what a lively remembrance I have of 
that day ; and how I long for another, that may be di- 
stinguishcfd by seeing you again, embracing you, and 
clinging to you for ever ! Why cannot I thus end my 
life with the person who has wholly occupied it? This 
is what I feel, and what I tell you, my dear child, with- 
out intending it, to commemorate the end of this year 
of separation. 

After this, I must tell you, that your last letter is so 
gay, so sprightly, has so much of tlie currentc ccUamo in 
it, that it charms me, because it is impossible to think 
and write so pleasantly, without being in good spirits and 
in good health. Let us first talk of the chevalier ; I think 
bis situation must be much improved since 1 saw him. 
What! I might see him stamp with bis right footi As 
to the lef^, it still kept the field with glory, though it 
was sometimes humbled by the state of its colleaguci, 
which mortified us equally. In truth, nothing but a 
miracle could have restored him the use of his right 
foot; for he was almost as lame as M. de la Roche- 
foucault, which was quite deplorable ; and this change 
is effected by three quarters of an hour's bathing for 
three successive days, in these salutary waters : neither 
Mont-d*or nor Barege could have done as much. In 
three days, then, we are free. Assure the chevalier 
of the sincere joy I feel, from the relief he has de- 
rived from these charming waters, till we can pro* 
nounce the word ctared. You pay a h\gh compli* 
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meut to M. de Carcassonne's solicitude^ in comparing 
it with yours for -me; I c^nieaaity coiKieive that none 
can be more affectionate or consolatory. The cheva- 
lier^ then> thinks madamede Ganges* greatly altered; 
this is odd ; she was really much to blame^ not to an* 
fwer to the idea be had formed of her: I bavtesQin^ 
times seen a likeness to that beautiful model, but a 
jbundred ^thousand degrees below it; for besides hei^ 
features, so many things are wanting, with respect to 
manner, grace, and what constitutes beauty, that the 
reseipblance dwindles to nothing. If I had known she 
had b^n the wife of jny Ganges^ whom I have 90 oft^ 
seen, I ahould ,haye riewed her, perhaps, U^roMgh s^ 
dilTereot medium ; but the deed is done* 

Let us talk of madame de Montbrun ; good heavensj 
wilh what spi;rit do you paint this woman! Your bro- 
ther is delighted with the portrait, but he will not tell 
you so, he only embraces you. He is with his .honest 
friend ; and it is I who ^ave to thank you for having 
left every thing, and flown with such impetuosity to 
describe this woman, who is really an original : full of 
her noble ancestry, which she traces as far back as the 
Flood, and which occupies her mind entirely ; all her 
Guelph and Gibelin relations, friends and enemies, with 
whom you fill your page inimitably, with the greatest 
hun^oor and drollery ; hc^r reveries, in calling the mar- 
quis d'Hu^elles her enemies, when she certainly meant 
. the Germans ; the crowns with which she decorates and 
intrenches herself; her astonishment at seeing your 
natural complexion; her fancying you have neglected 
yourself, in showing the natural colour pf your veiqs 
and skin; that you ought to paint your face; and be* 

• Sbtcr-iB-kw «f tfie tm&rtuBstc miidaine deGtogei. The namfe 
-' thb lady vsi QtwaAuu 
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XAoseyottdkpIaytii^cw^leidoiiCkid has gifan yoii» 
jron ai^pear to her<q<ute iie|;lect^ and imdressMl. Mw- 
ifieurs de Grignan aie very clever in ibinidag bera "* 
4iatiual <!OBiple8uoii : Ihia ahows the ^isoenunent ^ 
meOf they neither know . what thcgr aee nor what thejr 
«tay; I have Jinat «ridi thoee who i»va c?en admind 
inferior beaotitt^* 

You have taken a pretfty trip to £bint£qirit; yon 
have seen M.deBai?iUe, die iemr of Languedoc; yon 
Jiave also 4een M. de 'Bkq^** I conrnder onr KoifA 
as the Cesar, and Broglioi4e neglected iMridmf. Hm 
not the chevalier seen them both in the chains of ma- 
demoiselle de Bonchet? Broglio was so inrioQS a lorer^ 
that he was one cause of her throwing herself into tlw 
Carmelites. 

I must add, my dear child, that we are no longer 
axigiy with our good goremors, at which I am delight* 
£d ; I was almost in despair in ilhinkinig them 40 blame. 
It is certain^ and all our friends agree, that the 4wkt 
xould not say a syllable to the king, neither lon the 
£ut^ect4)f Bcitany nor tbe d^utnlioa, witho«t|;reat tm- 
ipropriety ; fteme 4>Gcapi«d eve^ thing. He ^poke «# 
M. de Lamrdin, and wrote to marshal d^Ests^es: mu^ 
dame de .Chaulnes has said all that coold be said ia 
M. de Croissii and nothing can be more evident, than 
the pleasure they would have had in succeeding; but 
we think no more of it, and if by accident we shouM 
obtain it, we shall consider it as la miracle. This is not 
the^^realest evil that arises to me from the death of the 
pope; I am really grieved when I reflect upon the kss 
you will sustain by this event. 

• Vtctor Maurice, count de Broglio, commanded inXanguedoc; he 
ihs brother of 'Charles Amedeus de Broglio, count de Revel. 
t£MLsFaiNaine*s1liUei^£dacati0B,ilriM6S. . . 
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, I thank yoa, my child, for making me so completely 
one of the members of your society* by informing me 
of, what passes in it: nothing i^ so dear to me, as what 
comes from yon and your famity. I recommend to 
you the care of your health, and the preservation of 
your youth, and not without reason; I laugh with you 
at M. de Grignan's gout : this is a fine consolation to a 
^nan in pain; but every thing is preferable to the co- 
lic, God bless you all ; my compliments, remembrances, 
:and. caresses, where they are due: you know your own 
share^ iny dear child ; it is my entire self. 

LETTER DCCCCXXXUL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, October 5, 1689. ' 
It had never entered my brain to accuse certain iron 
wires in the head-dress of being the cause of long faces; 
this hint would he very useful to certain persons of our 
acquaintance. I had heard' they were very friendly ; 
hat no, quite the contrary : these two little wires press 
against the temples, prevent the circulation of the blood, 
and cause abscesses; some die in consequence; they 
tnay consider themselves fortunate, whose faces are only 
lengthened an ell, and who become pale as death ; but 
young people, who are more hardy, may recover in 
time. I am very much inclined to place this story in 
the class with some others formerly related to me by 
the good princess de Tarente ; however, it is not amiss 
to know every thing. 

, 1 do not in the least doubt that M. de la Garde, w}io 
never refused a remedy, will avail himself of that of the 
lady you motion. You will see him with hb head upon 
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the ground, and his heels in the air, turning an affair* 
like her; I really believe, that if we were to pursue thia 
regimen for any length of time, we should no longer 
have sore eyes ; I have nothing to give yom in return 
for your account of this visit 

We have had a very worthy, sensible, agreeable, un- 
aifected, learned, and every way desirable, visitor with 
us ; a man of great endowments, and capable of enter- 
ing upon every subject of conversation : he has been 
here for a week. One of his brothers-in-law is arrived, 
the abbe de Marbeuf, who spoils nothing; and a bro* 
thcr-imlaw of the count de Lis, who would spoil every 
thing if he opened his lips; this is a secret misanthro- 
pist, for he keeps his chagrin to himself; he is very 
well made, and sings so much like Beaumaviel, that he 
might be mistaken for him. When our worthy friend 
departed, every thing was comparatively flat and iii-*- 
sipid ; we renewed the just observations we made in 
this country with you, on pleasant and disagreeable 
company ; and fixed that the disagreeable was the most ; 
desirable: their absence is a relief; whereas pleasant 
society leaves us dull and dejected, we cannot easily 
pursue the old track; in short, it is a great misfortune 
to associate with sensible people, but it is a misfortune 
that does not often happen to us. 

You ask me for news of our deputation ; we wish to' 
think no more of it. Madame de Chaulnes has twice, 
spoken very well to M. de Croissi on the subject. The 
abb^ T^tu is animated by madame de la Fayette to re-j: 
mind the minister, and passes so well in review all that 
madame de Chaulnes had represented, that every thing 
is to be hoped from his zeal and earnest endeavour to 

* It lias already beea observed that this was a favourite expresBion of 
M. de la Garde, 
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accomplish what he undertakes, Madame de Chaulnes 
has intrusted him with the charge of this affair, ^ she 
, is not always at Versailles; madame de la Fayette does 
wonders ; the duke de Chaulnes has written to marshal 
d'£strees> who desires nothing better than to serve us ; 
such is our situation. For my part;* I believe M. de 
Coetlogoq will carry i^ for the reasons I gave you the 
other day. The other candidates are Jd. de Lanion, 
and M. de Chateau-Renaud ; we wait for the unravel- 
lii^g of all this with a tranquil lool^ and an undisturbed 
mind. I thank you for having prevented ihe chevalier 
fron;i writing to M. de Caieoie^ on this afiair; it would 
have been wrong. 

My son laughed immoderately at your madame ; he 
has heard of a certain long visage at Rennes, and wants 
to know how it has been acquired ; he is gone to pay a 
visit to nuMcshal d'Estrees at Rennes. You ask whatiwe 
have done with our thirty ships. Alas! what we always 
do with tbem. We w^re delighted to receive them at 
Brest ; this was one of the most important affairs in the 
world ; they all set sail together, steered as far as the 
island of Ushant, and then returned to Belleisle, from 
thence, to Brest, ^d there it ended. You find that 
the person who said there had been no decisive action 
at sea since the battle of Actium» was quite in the right. 
Madame de Lamoignon has been brought to bed of a 
5on at Bavilie ; in his way to Paris> the coachman oveii- 
tumed the carriage^ and killed the poor jchild : what 
say you to having or not having a good coaKaiuMui? 
You are right to be pleased with the diversion the gout 
affords tpM.de Groan's intestines: God preserve tjhe 
interiior of this place, and prevent the outworks from 
Wing 80 dr^fully insulted ; for whatever comes under 

• Brothtr-in-Uw of M, ^ CoCUogon. 
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the denomination of pain is hard to bear;, the chevalier 
will not contradict me. Let me know constantly how 
the waters of Balaruc agree with him^ and at what time 
your states of Lai^^uedoc are to meet ; ours will be 
convened on the 20th of this month at Rennes. Adieu» 
my dearest ^Id; oh, how glad I lAould be to walk 
with yoQ all upon that beautiful terrace ! 

LETTER DCCCCXXXIV. 

TO TAB BAM B. 

The Itod^5 Sunday, Oetober 9^ 1689. 
No letter, my dear child ; I am quite unhappy when I 
lose this pleasure ; to-morrow I shall have two at once: 
I must accustom myself to these disappointments^ for 
complaint is useless. I am here alone ; my son is gone 
to Rennes to visit marshal d'Estries, and my dau^ter- 
in-law to see her mother. I shall have a lady from 
' Vitre with me to-morrow, whom I like tolerably well, 
so that I shall not be quite alone. M. de PonunereuU 
has given marshal d'Estrees the duke de Chaulnes's 
letter. Madame de Chaulnes has conferred twice, with 
all her eloquence, with M. de Croissi ; the abb6 T^tu 
has a high opinion of the duchess's weight with the ml- 
mster : if, after this, we lose the deputation, I shall say 
it is because M. de Chaulnes is at Rome; because M. 
ide Lavardin did not hold the stales; because M. de 
Chateau-Renaud, and M. de Coetlogon, who are in the 
service, are preferred; in short, because it was not 
the will of God, for we have, on our part, exceed- 
ed the utmost of our little abilities ; and I shall not 
take the pains to hate persons, wh<^ I am persuaded, 
are as much vexed at it as myself Here ends the 
chapter. 
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What say you to M, de Seigodai, a minister at the 
Jtge of six and thirty * ? Madame de Lavardin tells 
roe wonders of madame de Moaci and her brother f* 
who has forbidden his secretary, in a w^y to enforce 
obedience, to take any thing whatever, either directly 
or indirectly ; and the better to dispose him to this, he 
has given him 2000 crowns to begin with, and has dou- 
bled his salary from eight to sixteen thousand livres ; 
the wages of the other servants are raised in propor« 
tion, to secure them from every kind of temptation* 
You will agree that this is a great and noble alteration, 
and very flattering to a soul like this magistrate's. Ma- 
dame de Mouci, his worthy sister, finding his table and 
Expenses increasied, gave him the other day 12,000 livres 
worth of new plate, and will not even allow her brother 
to thank her for it, 8a3ring it was quite useless to her, 
and a mere trifle. To speak candidly, I envy such 
actions lis these ; it affects me to the heart, to find souls 
of this stamp ; this is making a proper use of riches^ 
and "placing virtue in the foremost rank : I thought you 
would be pleased with this anecdote of a family you 
love. I also wrote to madame de Mouci, that the king, 
the parliament, France, and all the pleaders, ought to 
be congratulated on the appointment of such a maB'to 
such ft place. I am sure my letter did not displease 
her; but it is evident that she does not intend to an- 
swer it, and that ihe will not indulge herself in raillery : 
God bless and guide her, for she will be in paradise 
even in this world ; she is no longer with us, and is 
very happy. . . * 

* I^i4ame Conrael reluming firom Versailles tt this time, was asked 
what she had seen there. *< borne very curious thiugs," she replied; 
<* love in the grave, and ministers in the cradle." 

f Achilles de Harlii was just appointed first president of the parlia- 
ment of Ptti*> idtere be was before attomey-geoenl. * 
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I have been informed that the marquis d'Huxelles 
has been ?ery well received at court, that the court is 
at Fontainbleau, and that the duke of Burgundy an4 
his governor* have both an intermitting fever: all this 
you Wnowy rty dear countess. Had I received your 
letter I would have answered it, and would not thus 
ridiculously waste my time in beating the bushes. 
If I had received a visit from madame de Montbrun, I 
could have written volumes; but every thing here is 
so uniform, that materials fail. I believe, that the 
states will not be convened till the 25 th at Rennes. I 
do not know the precise time that the parliament will 
return thither. A president and four counsellors have 
been created : it is, perhaps, expected that these posts 
will be filled. M. de Bailleul has resigned his post in 
favour of his son; M. de Memes officiates for himself : 
here I am a gazetteer again. Let us talk of Grignan ; 
how is the poor count ? where are the enemies, within 
or 'without? he must allow us to wish him pains in his 
arms, that his intestines may escape; but. we wish the 
whote place were in good condition. Does the chevalier 
return to Balaruc? it would be laying in a good winter, 
stock of health. Where is M. de Carcassonne? is M. 
de la Garde's head still on the ground, and his heels in 
the air ? was Paulina bom with a caul, or is this a rare 
instance? and you, my child, are you handsome, or in 
other words, are you well ? I constantly think of Gri* 
gnan, of you all, of your terraces, your fine and glo- 
rious prospect; I leave my woods to walk withyoii;^ 
but in this multitude of ideas, some occur that make me 
almost shiver with terror, when I reflect on the negocta* 
tion that is at this very instant carrying on to dispossess 
you of Avignon. Ah! tell it not m Goth, Embrace me» 

» jVI. de BeattvlllicrB. 
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love me» believe me entirely yours, and reflect that it 
is now a year, a whole year, since I have seen or met 
yon. 

LETTER *DCCCCXXXV. 

FROM MADAME DE LA FAYETTE TO MADAME DE S£VIGn£ 

Paris, October 9, 1«89. 
My Style will be laconic ; I have no head ; I have had 
a fever; I \^B.ve commissioned M. du B<h8 to tell yon 
so. 

The business of the deputation has completdy failed; 
wonders were performed on all^sides; I doubt whether 
If . de Cfaaulnes himself, in person, could have obtained 
H. The king expressed no dislike to M: de S^vign^, 
bnt he had long promised it, as he said, to those who 
were candidates for the office. We must lay aside oar 
hopes till the next assembly of the states : we rknow not 
who is the person in question, but this, my dear friend, 
we know is in question, that you must, on no cimsidera- 
tion whatever, spend the winter in Britany. Yon are 
Ml; ihe Bocks are surrounded with woods ; colds and 
coughs wiH destroy 3'ou ; you will grow dull, your mind 
will lose its energy, and will decay : all this is certain, 
and woffldly afiairs are nothing in comparison of what 
I teM y<m. Talk to me not of moi^, nor of debts ; 
I put ray hand upon your Mps on this subject Mi ^e 
S^vigne will send you to Malicome in his carrii^, 
wtore M. de Chanlnes's carriage will meet you : yon 
Aan reach Paris ; you will alight at M. de Chaulnes^ 
fcr your own house wiU net be prepared to receive 
you; you will have no horses; this will be merely 
a temporary residence, you will return home at your 
leisure. But to come to the point You now pay M. 
de SevigB^ for your board, and are keeping house here: 
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add these together, and you will find that yoa are living 
at a greater expense than you suppose, for your house 
rent still goes on. You will say, ** But I am in deht, and 
I shall he free hy this means." Take this into consider- 
.atioD, that you will here find a thousand crowns, wick 
which you may pay off your heaviest debts ; this mkm 
is lent you without interest, and you may repay it by 
instalments as suits your convenience : ask me not whenoe 
it conies, nor from whom, yon will 9ever kaowj but k 
is from persons who are not 2£nii of losing their money* 
No arguments upon the subject; words and letters will 
he unavailing: I will not even read what yon write: in 
«hortj my dear, you most either ccque, or renoxince mf 
iiuendship, madame de Chaulnes's, and madame de la* 
▼ardin's, for ever: we will nothaive a fi'iend who is de* 
termined to grow old and kill herself by her own fauU: 
your conduct is foolish and wes^ : you inust come as 
foon as the weather is fine. 



LETTER DCCCCXXXVI. 

PfteM«A1XAME DE SEYIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DE CRIGNAIf. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, October 12, 1689. 
Hsas they are both ; but, good heavens 1 how.miseraUe 
the first would have made me if I had reeved it with^ 
out the second, which informs me that the chevalier'f 
fever h»s abated^ and afforded him a day's rest J This 
takes away the horror of a continually increasingieveib 
ac/Qompaaied with suffocation, delirium^ aaddrowsinesiw 
which all together form a dreadful disorder. The hloodt 
4be constitution^ the .gout» must all combine in thii. 
What a pity it is that auch high blood, capable of per* 
Ibnning the most brilliant actions, should sometimes 
{Mrfiffm flucbiU officetu And Mndor Ihe others useless 1 
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Iq shorty this is a very melancholy affair for all, and for 
you in particular, whose kindness of heart leads you to 
be the nurse of all you bve. Now I am more than ever 
at Grignan, though I was frequently there before, from 
the double interest I take in what passes since this ill- 
ness. Distance exposes us to write many absurdities ; 
at least, they become So by arriving out of season : you 
are melancholy, busy, or uneasy; a letter from Bri- 
tany appears, full of gaiety and trifles ; I am ashamed 
of it, but I have told you a hundred times, these are the 
ill-timed effects of distance. 

I have informed you that I am no longer displeased 
with M. and madame de Chaulnes. It is certain, and 
bis friends have told me, that he could not, with any 
degree of propriety, have mentioned the affairs of Bri- 
tany. He recommended my son to M. de Lavardin, 
thinking he would have the same desire to serve hini 
that he had ; and this was true. He has since written 
to marshal d'Estrees, and his letter would have had a 
proper effect, if the king had not publicly declared to all 
the candidates for the deputation, that it had long been 
promised ; madame de la Fayette tells me this, without 
saying to whom, but it will shortly be known; she adds 
that M. de Croissi mentioned my son to the king, who 
seemed to have no dislike to him ; but that the same 
day his majesty declared himself; and this the marshal 
expected, who cares very little that the governor ofBri- 
tany loses this noble privilege, provided he pays his 
£Ourt. Madame de la Fayette has freed him from all 
his engagements, and thus the business has ended. My 
son is at Rennes ; the marshal, with whom he is well 
acquainted, having seen him a hundred times at the 
marchioness d'HuxelWs, boldly contending with Rou- 
Tille, is much pleased with his visit : he pUys e^ery 
lught with him at backgammon ; be waits for the ar- 
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rival of M. de la Tremouille to pay his respects to alU 
and then returns home with his wife; this is the best 
plan he can pursue. I am still alone, but find no incon^ 
renience from it : the lady from Vitre will be with me 
to-morrow, she has been detained by business. I must 
tell you what madame de la Fayette writes, in the style 
of a decision of the higher powers, first from herself* 
then from madame de Chaulnes and madame de Lavar- 
din, threatening to love me no longer if I refuse to re- 
turn immediately to Paris; saying that I shall be ill 
here, that I shall die, that my mind will decay^ that, m 
short, I must make no opposition but come, and that 
she will not even read my frivolous reasons to the con- 
trary. There is a vivacity and friendship in this, my 
dear, that pleases me. These are the plans she proposes 
to me : I am to go to Malicorne in my son's carriage ; 
madame de Chaulnes is to dispatch the duke's there to 
meet me; I am to take up my abode with her at Paris; 
1 am to buy no horses till the spring ; and the best of all 
is, 1 am to find a thousand crowns in my cofFer, from a 
person who has no occasion for the money, who will 
' lend it without interest, and will not hurry me to repay 
it ; and that 1 must set out immediately. This is a long 
letter for a person just. recovered from a fever; I an- 
8we>ed it in the same way with gratitude, but treating 
it as a jest, assuring her that the company of my son and 
his wife, books, and the hope of returning to Paris in 
the summer, without lodging out of my own house, or 
being, in want of an equipage, as I shall then have one^ 
will not be irksome to me ; and I shall not then owe 
a thousand crowns to a generous friend, whose noble 
and magnanimous conduct would distress me more than 
all the bailiffs in Christendom. I added, that I gave h^ 
my word I would not be ill, would not grow old, nor 
foolish, and that she would still love me notwithstand- 
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isig her ^««t; ijhfe w Ihe way ia whkh I ^mmniaiif 
ti»ee good ftien^s. I wi!% some 4^, show yea nift- 
-fhrnfi ^e ila FayeUe's latter, ^ood heayeas* what [a 
INTopoiKtl! to be out of i&y own hous^, to be dapewleiity 
ito have no canr)age> «fid to be a tbovMiid erowas m 
dab>! indeed^ my dear child» I would infinilely rather 
ibe here ; the horrcurs of a winter in the coimtry^ aw 
worse in frospect than reality. Tell me whether yoo 
approve my couduct ; were you at Paris, ah! ^t might 
andefed ^shake my resolaUon ; bat this is not the caae^ tl 
ftare taken my iiisieiaDd concerted my measures accord- 
mgly, and were you now to fly there like a bird* I know 
.Bot whether my reason would not entreat yours, with 
the permission of our friendship, to let jne complete cer- 
tain little payments this winter, which will constitute the 
repose of my life. I could not refrain from relating this 
triile to you, hoping it will not come unseasonably, 
and that the chevalier will enjoy as good a state of 
health as I wish him. 

You astonish me in what you say of M. de Chaulnes. 
I as&uce you thattduring our jousney it was impossible 
io be mose agreeable than he oaoade himaelf ; I know 
aot whether your Genius inspired Mm wi(h vivacity, biit 
you would certainly have found him as I described him. 
I no longer traoe a resemblance to him in the:por<- 
trait you have drawn. My son iiaagined, that the 
-sneering woman he mentioned, had desired him not to 
ispeak in his behalf, but he now finds he was mistaken. 

Your dream has surprised me ; you think it a false 
.aoe, because you did not |>erceive a single tree bet&>ne 
4die door ; but you will laugh to hear that it is true : your 
4>rother cut down all the trees two years ago.; he tpi(|tte6 
•bimself uqpon having a fine prospect, according te your 
•dream, and carries his passion to s«ich a height, (that he 
if 4{oing to build a low wall round the lawn, and to turn 
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rike M(im»M:Qttrt iaio a^btiWUk^-^cimi ; ik> that &ereivrm 
be nothing between the road but a ha-ha. It is Im^ 
that when thia is finished it will be a great improvement, 
and add mach to the beauty of the lawn^ it is planned 
after a design of M. de Notre% and the place CouUmges 
is planted with orange4iees» The future^ as "well as the 
past, should have displayed itself to you in this dream. 
I -preserve your letters and your drei^ for my son and 
-his wife^ who will be charmed with your remembrances* 
I am lar from being upon ill terms with M. and ma* 
4a«ie de Pontdiartrain * ; I saw ^em Jit Paris sinee 
your departure; I have written to them both, l^he 
^ntlemon has already answered mine and my film's 
letter very agreeably ; there is nothing particular in 
iny manners towards them> for it is no crime to be oof 
governor's friend. I return my dear count^s friendly 
•vegards doublefold^ I honour and salute the sage La 
<^arde, I give a kiss to Paulina, and my heart to my 
dear chiW. God restore the chevalier, and -may this 
4etter find you all in health and happiness. Tell me 
which is the chevalier's apartment, that 1 may be there 
with you. The abbe Bigorr^ informs me that M. d^ 
Kiel fell dowQ the other day in the king's diamber, *hf 
which he received a contusion ; Felix bled him, and cut 
the artery, and it was necessary to perform the grand 
operation upon him immediately : what say you to this^ 
M.deGrignan? I know not which I pity the most; htm 

'* Louis PhiKpeaux, count de Pontchartiyn, succeeded in SeptemVer 
1689 to M. Pelletier, as cou^troUer-general of the iinanees, 1:4)00 iiii 
predecessor firing leave to retire. M. de Pontchartraln had hemi >^nt 
president of the parliament of Britany, and had for some time officiated 
as inteodant of that province. It was at this time that he had some mis- 
understanding with the duke de Chaulnes. He was afterwards minister 
and secretary of state ip the marine department^ »ad then clMOCeUoc of 
France, 
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who suffered, or the king's first surgeon^ who cut an 
artery. . ^ 

LETTER DCCCCXXXVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday^ October 16, 16S9^ 
How happy I am^ my dear child, that the bark has pro- 
duced its usual effect ! I trembled, I own, when I open- 
ed your letter, for every thing is to be feared from such 
A Qonstitution as the chevalier's. How fortunate that so 
Jiealing a medicine should agree wiih the heat of his 
blood ! You have great reason to believe that I was un- 
commonly interested in the event of this disorder. But 
as you are the centre of all proceedings, and the source 
of all health, I congratulate you on your success. But 
1 am still more astonished that the gout should have 
cured M. de Grignan's colic, and that the fine weather 
has driven away the gout, than that the bark should 
have cured a, fever. You may then take to yourself the 
credit of the rice diet, which is so softening, and which 
may have wrought all these miracles. I .take care not 
to be absent from Grignan, now you have the pleasure 
of seeing all your Grignans in such good health ; 1 am 
too deeply interested. 1 cannot now go to Pari?^ lest I 
should be absent from thence : madame de Lavardin*6 
manner of pressing me, and of facilitating my journey, 
and madame de Chaulnes's style, are very amusing. She 
aeems to consider herself governess of Britany, but I 
shall show her that madame d'Estrees is the present 
governess*, and that I am no longer under her laws. 
Indeed, they are excellent friends; 1 do not think it 

* Marshal d*£str^ commanded in Britanj in the absence of M. de 
Chaulnes. 
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l^ossibte to qm more forcible argumetitSy or to devise 
more f^lkl expifdients ; and all thrs because they fear my 
present situation is dull, that I shall be ill, that my 
mind will lose its activity, and, in short, that I shall 
die ; so they want to see me, keep me, and govern me. 
M. du Bois b also an accomplice : this is a pleasing 
conspiracy ; I like it, and am obliged to them for it, 
without being at all moved. I will keep their letters fbr^ 
you ; you will isee whethtr friendship and truth do not 
shine in them. 

I hi^r that M. de Coetlogon is to have the deputation : < 
I never doubted it; neither do I think ihat M. de 
Chaulnes doubted it. He is not without discernment : 
he foresaw the return of the parliament, the present of 
the city ofRennes, and the share M. de Coetlogon seemed, 
to have in all this, as governor of the city where the : 
states' are held. Every thing is in his favour; h^ is at 
an enormous expense ; it is fortunate that the journey 
to Home confuses this affair ; I question whether this 
good duke could with all his might and main have 
obtained it ; so God orders every thing for the best. - 
But when I accused M. de Chaulnes of negligence, I was ^ 
not for * depriviixg him of the means of justification* 
What, my^child ! shall I. find you, a strict Cartesian^ : 
reasopable and just as your ideas are, condemning him 
as guilty when he is not so, because he has been defi- ; 
cienl in activity upon another occasion ? could this pre* 
vent you from seeing other objects in their true light? ; 
This is a strange sort of justice; you would have been > 
sorry if the fourth court of inquests had judged youtK 
cause thus : I, with all my weakness, felt, ia this re* y 
spect» as if we had obtained the deputation. I express* . 
ed myself, however, as being hurt when I wrote upon 
the subject^ but I thought he would have found a pass* . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2S^ saTiieayMr 

port with youy and that yoQ vroold hwre recdleoied 
what I often repeat^ " What is good« is good ; aod 
what is irviBg is true^'' This shonld always' be viewed 
ia the same light; if thetre be many points of refieotioH 
in other respects, they shonld not be confound^ heroy- 
any more than certain waters with other certain riveri* 
I thought too you would recollect that ingratitude frw- 
the object of my greatest aversion ; indeed, I detest it«- 
and' I chase it wherever I find it: but I setf you batv<e' 
forgotten all this, since you supposed them waar sotnef-- 
thing forced iii what T said to you* I felt it, hot spaire 
me, at least, the thought of having: w^ed to display' 
sneh ridiculous provincial generosity ;. I should be sorry 
if you thought me so changedv This pretty sentiment 
flowed so naturally from my pen, that I resume the 
subject again very frankly, and conjure yon to beacon* 
vinced, with the same justice, that if tardiness and n^ 
gltgenoe appeared on tfie late occasion, the justification 
is not less true, nor ungrateful people less ungratisfol ; 
in truthi these things should not be confoanded ; and 
you now find that thq good governors were not to 
blame. . 

I am not recovered from my sui|>rise, respecting the 
alteration you told me/you had found in M*de ChMilUfti^s- 
understandingi Indeed! do not' know him again; he^ 
was quite a diifforent man during oar little jonrney; it 
was your Gmm titat animated hioi; your pMaeno9# 
added to the business of Rome, vink»noo ranohr; iii^f 
oteroanM him* There is a Venetian- dkrdinal of tfae^ 
name/ of Barbarigo^ bishop of Padua> who had luom' 
Totea than were necessary* for his beins elected pope;- ' 
bnt4he a^dssi^ spoilod'all. 1 know notwhat this metSOBi 

* Tlie wxival of the doltf de CEsulnet at dome wlih a Taige som of 
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all I e9» tteami9> that it prevents the electioiraf a pope'; 
but stHl there mlt be one too soon: this melancholy re« 
lIbction< ir often the companion^ of my vralks. 

I^ am pleaded mth Coulanges's praise of Pauliha ; it 
19 well applied^ and makes me understand what sort oF 
charms ^e possesses^ curbed however by persons who 
have not given her the best nose* in the worW. If the? 
count had given her his fine eyes and fine person> and 
left the rest to youi Paulina would have set the world 
on fire f; she would have been irresistible: this pretty 
mixtU!^ is a thousand times better, and musf certainly 
form a very pretty personage. Her sprightliness re* 
setnbles yours ; your wit always bore away the palm, as^ 
you say of hei-s; I like this panegyric. She will soon 
learn Italian^ with the assistance ofa better nfiistress than' 
yovL- had. You^ deserve as excel lent a daughter as miner 
haa been; I told )rou, that you might do what yon 
wished with yours, from her disposition to please 
you ; she appears to me worthy of your love. I am 
quite alone; my son and his wife are still at Rennes; 
my visitor from Vitre is returned ; I am very well, so do 
not pity me. My son* waiuTtlie arrival of M. de la Tre- 
mouHle, who is hourly expected. He is with marshal 
,d'&trees as with one of his acquaintance, and plays 
€Tery evening with him at backgammon. Every coun- 
tenance at Rennes is lighted with jpy, upon the return 
of the parliament, which will take place on the first 
of December; the states will meet on the 22d of this 
fl^mh; the mSirshal is very polite and agreeable; the 
BkretoOs are not displeased at the change; this, my 
dfe^r child^ is all the news I can teil you. Be not un^ 
easy about my solitude, I do not dislike it; my daugh* 

* Paulina's note resembled her giftQdmodier*s. 
t This iii9:«tcs|pf«ss|on iffBtiabyfti^Tiw»«#t»mwlitig ik^fefr 
giian herself, when she appeand at court iathctMiiilki^htaHMlHy)' 
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ter*ui*Iaw will soon return. I take care of my heallb, 
I thoold not like to be ill here; when it is fine^ I walk ; 
when it is wet or foggy, I do not stir ; I haTe learned 
wisdom. But you who are the- queen and the efidaU 
CttMr of health in others, be careful of your own, and ' 
consider that your preservation is a still greater blessing 
than that you have already bestowed on them. 

Madame de Mouci has made another present to her 
brother of a beautiful piece of Belli^vres tapestry ; the 
subject is, the beheading of St. John : it is worth 2000 
pistoles. How happy she is, to be able to make such 
pretty presents ! I think M. de Grignan issues very good 
orders against the kalf^converted. I find, you are to have 
M. de Vins in your neighbourhood ; his grandfather* 
made a great figure there formerly. It is said here that 
the king of England has defeated M. de Schomberg : I 
shall not give credit to this, till the news reaches St. 
Qermain. 

LETTER DCCCCXXXVin. 

TO THB^SAME. 
The Rocks, Wednesday, October 19, 1689, 

You may be angry with M. de Chaulnes if you please; 
for my part, I cannot ; you have justified him to me, 
your words have produced their effect upon my mind. I . 
shall not change my opinion, more particularly as the 
constant remembrance of him, of Grignan, Toulon, and 
Rome, from whence he wrote to me on the fourth, act 
upon my heart, as if he had really done me a kindness: 
I can discover nothing but pleasing attentions ; and the 
niost ) said at first was, that I never knew a person re* 

* Hubert de Vint made hfaoielf lespcctcd by the Leagae party ia 
PfOf enec and in Pauphiny. 
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raciiiber iFiose he had forgotten. But I now (Mseover 
his policy, and I do not comprehend how you messieurs 
de Grignans> who are courtiers, particularly the governof 
of Provence, can think it strange, that knowing, as hf 
did before we could hear it, ths^t for various reasons thi^ 
deputation would fall to M. de CoeUogon's lot, he$boul4 
content himself with simply mentioning his intention to 
M. de Lavai'din on his departure, and with writing tQ 
marshal d'Estrees. It may easily be conceived that b^ 
was not willing to lay himself open, nor to take offence 
at having it no longer in his power to name a deputy, 
when he is happy enough to be able to conceal the go^ 
vemor of Britany behind the ambassador of Rome, and 
to puzzle all inquiry by his absence. It is a fortunate 
circumstance that it falls to M. de Coetlogon*s lot, as he 
bad no share in t^ie appointment; if he could not have 
succeeded in preventing it, he would have had a bitter 
dose to swallow ; and I say too, that if he had not.bee^ 
ambassador, 1 think, in good policy as a courtier, the 
king being engaged to M. de Cavoie, that he ought to 
have seemed reconciled to it, rather than appear in his 
government with a deputy that was disagreeable to him. 
I make M. de Grignan the judge of what I say, and I con- 
sider the hasty conclusion you draw in your letter as the 
efiect of your friendship, and not the result of your reflec* 
tion: in God's name tell me whether I have made a con- 
cert of you ; for my part, I cannot alter my belief* For- 
merly the situation of a governor was the most agreeable 
in the world ; he chose whom he pleased, and the king ap- 
proved him without any difficulty ; this charming pre* 
rogative has, by degrees, vanished. M. de Charost 
made the first encroachment upon it, he made Monsieur 
write ; and by means of this trick, he, or rather his 8on» 
was not deputy till two years after ; the enemies after* 
voL.vin. ' M ' 
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tvards became powerful, and weighed very heaviVy upon 
Britany and the governor. Gace completed the ruin 
of the whole through M. de Cavoie, and it was neces- 
sary to have recourse to a hasty ill -cemented peace to 
lavoid' this mortification ; at length the deputation is this 
year compromised, and given to a man who really is 
Witled to it, who has never had it ; and M. de Chaulnes 
Was hot forced to consent. All this is according to rule ; 
'should we not be just, and place ourselves in the situation 
of others ? this is never done. My son is clever, he is 
Vrell qualified for the office, but he has quitted the ser- 
yicfe, and it has been made up to him by the arriere- 
ban. M. de Chaulnes, however, had hoped to give a 
favourable turn to all these things, by means of circum- 
stances which have brought Britany into favour this 
year. God commands a hasty journey to Rome ; nothing 
is to be mentioned to the king but Rome, Rome; what 
can be done ? This is an arrangement of Providence ; it 
is a truel journey to us, equally fatal to my son and to 
my daughter. This letter, my dear child, is somewhat 
long and tedious, I am aware of it ; but it is dangerous 
to put me in a train to talk : one word more, however; 
did not the duke write to you from Rome ? Madame de 
Chaulnes is delighted to hear that be is not only well, 
but that he was saluted by the discharge of cannon as 
ambassador, without giving iip the franchises, which 
enraged the Spanish ambassador ; he had desired all the 
cardinals to prevent it. The court is pleased at this aus- 
picious beginning, and considers it as a good omen. A 
, word to the duchess upon this subject would be very be- 
coming. I enclose you the abbe Bigorr^'s billet; but is 
this correcting myself? Well, it shall positively be the 
last time. 

I am still alone here« but I am not dull ;' my daugh- 
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ter-ia-l^w Will Return in four or five days. My son it 
the marshal's favourite : Rerel, who is going, will keep 
bim till the opening of the states; he also expects M. 
de la Tremouille. 

UETTER DCCCCXXXIX, 

TO THE SAM^ 

The Rocks, Sunday, October 23, lff89. 
I AM Still alone, my dear child, without being dull ; my 
health is good : I have plenty of books, work, and fine 
weather ; these, with a little reason, go a great way. 
I see, tiotwithstanding all that my son and his wife telt 
me of their great desire to see me, that they are de- 
lighted to be at Rennes ; and I, from this moment, am 
really glad they are there. I forbid their retumiog, I 
even think they are right : there is very good society 
at Rennes, and every thing there is brilliant with joy; 
the Bretons appear insensible to the millions that are 
going to be demanded of the province ; they think only 
of the return of the parliament to their poor city, and 
to the finest palace in France; this is where the states 
are held ; nothing can be more magnificent. Curiosity 
also drew many people thither to see the new faces of 
marshal d'Estrees, M. de Pommereuil, M. d'Eaubonne, 
M. de Lezonnet, instead of messieurs de Chaulnes, de 
Tieubet, de Harlay, or d'Harouis ; men are fond of va- 
riety. M. de la Tremouille passed through Vitre three 
days ago ; he was received with great noise on account 
of his knighthood ; this is one of the occasions where 
honours and even duties are increased according to the 
prerogative of certain estates. He makes a tremendous 
appearance, with his fine figure, a^d his blue ribbon ; 
no one but M. die Grignan can be compared to him, I 
would even. say in kemi^, were I not afraid of offending 
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the count, for it is certain that M.'*de la Tremouille 
surpasses him in that point. He sent his compliments, 
and that he would h^ve waited upon me if his retinue 
had not been so fatigued ; and I returned them, without 
haying any. The abbe de Roquette is with him : he 
wrote me a very witty letter, full of praise and affection, 
just as his uncle would have done. The states met yes- 
terday : I have some doubt of the beauty of the speeches. 
Tjie nobility are pleased at having M. de la Tremouille 
for their president; they do not like M. de Rohan, 
though a man of family : when they see him without 
the order of the Holy Ghost, it will be a great humilia- 
tion; for indeed he ought not to be without its, it is a 
slur upon a duke and a peer. 

So much for Britany. You will, perhaps, be tired ot 
jt; but these are the natural fruits of our garden; we 
will talk of Provence by and by. Let us say something 
of the pope, for there is one ; if I had been at Paris,.! 
would have gone to kiss his mule in the chamber of the 
abbe Bigorre ; he is tl\ere painted to perfection. It is 
cardinal Ottoboni, a Venetian *, the intimate friend of 
M. and madame de Chaulnes, and also of madame de 
Carman f, whose merit and beauty he adored, when she 
was eighteen. This is the man we have to deal with; 
there is the duke tracing out the greatest interests, de- 
priving you of your dear Avignon : I wish he may dis- 
play on this occasion all the good sense I have known 
him to possess ; I do not think he has left any of it be- 
hind him. Madame de Lavardin informs me that this 
Ottoboni is the most worthy and the roost learned man 
in ail the sacred college ; but he is seventy -nine years 
old : has not the mind passed the bar at this age ? The 

• Elected pope October 6, under the name of Alexander VIIL 
•f* Madame dc Carman was at Rome with M. and madame d« 
Chaubet in 1670. She was then madaoM de Mittinait. 
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f^oor dear abbe said^ yes ; but the late M. d^ Aries said^ 
no *. So that we must believe that, being chosen, he 
will discharge this high office with ability. For my- 
part, I should be of the opinion of Patrix; that it waa 
not worth while to put on the papal robes at so great 
an age, any more than to put on his clothes again on hi^ 
recovery from a fit of illness, at his time of life. Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes very much fears that her husband 
will be left at Rome, to be ready for the approaching 
conclave. Let us say a {i^w words respecting this duch- 
ess ; I will tell you a secret that will make you love 
her. But you must first believe, that if they could, 
they would have been delighted to have given the de- 
putation to my son; it may easily be supposed, that 
they would much rather he should have had it than M« 
de Coetlogon. Nor can we imagine that they interested 
themselves in behalf of the latter, as you all say, since 
M. de Chaulnes mentioned my son to M. de Lavardin, 
recommended him to the marshal by letter ; and ma- 
dame de Chaulnes, supported by the lively abb6 T^tu, 
mentioned him twice to M. de Croissi; this appears 
very clearly, but observe the sequel. This good duch« 
ess, really grieved that M. de Chaulnes's presence be- 
fore his departure had not operated in favour of the 
deputation, as they both had hoped, formed the idea> 
with madame de la Fayette and madanie de Lavardin, 
to make me come to Paris, imagining that the failure 
of this business keeps me in Britany, and that her ab** 
sence from Kennes throws me upon the Rocks; for si) e 
supposes, if the duke had held the states, I should not 

* Madame de S^ign^ quotes the example of the abb^ de Coulangesy 
her uncle, who died August 23, 16S7> aged eighty; and that ofM* 
d* Aries, M. de Grignan's uncle, who tUed March 9, 1 689, aged eighty- 
»5x ; to infer that the minds of those who attain they* eightieth year^ 
dec«y more sensibly in some than in othen. 
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have quitted her. AH these ideas agitated her, and 
gave sach strength to the conspiracy of my friends, as 
greatly harassed me ; and, in short, it was madame de* 
Chanlnes who was to lend the thousand crowns, but 
with so good a heart, and so good a grace, and with 
such an earnest desire that the offer should be accepted, 
that madame de la Fayette, thoroughly convinced of 
the sincerity and friendship of this good duchess towards 
me, earnestly entreats me to plague myself no more' 
about the deputation. Madame de Chaulnes continues 
to write to me that what is deferred is not lost ; that 
my son is young; that many people wait ten or fifteen 
years for this place ; and that it is her busmess, without 
saying a syllable about tha thousand crowns* I shall^ 
however, mention the subject to htr, as inmdame d« 1« 
Fayette has intrusted me with the secret ; the dnchett 
wished to put them into the hands of Beaulieu, that t 
might think they had fallen from the clouds ; bi»t M 
this neither tempted nor bewildered me, for such con* 
duct would lead me to discharge my debts, more than 
all the bai1iil& in the world. I have made a just ob* 
servation on the misfortune of having debts ; those 
which press us are pressing, those which do not press 
us are more pressing still. This is a long discour3e> 
but I was willing to show you the bottom of her bag, 
and of my own ; and how difficult it is, not to have m 
good opinion of ihe heart of a person who is sincere^ 
and who is constantly thinking of me with such frielidly 
sentiments. My friends at Paris are satisfied with the 
duchess's conduct; you see how the world goes, and 
how often we pass sentence without hearing both par- 
ties. I hope you will not be tired of reading these de- 
tails, for I own it would be difficult to correct myself, 
as I take great pleasure in relatii^ them to you. But 
I conclude, my dear child, embracing yon with an af« 
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fection that is singular in its kind. I do not yet talk o£ 
my schemes; I conjecture that I shall be free t,owa|rdn 
the end of the summer, it is a long time till then; we 
will concert our measures together, having the same in- 
tention to meet once more. 

» 
LETTER DCCCCXL. 

TO THE SAME. 

The* Rocks, We^esdfty, Octobsr 86, 1689. 
I CONCLUZ^E, TOy dear child, that, at this very momenV 
yoa ar^ no k&ger in possession of Avignon. The firsts 
thing the king has <lone with regard to tiiit new pope,' 
who h perfectly agreeable to him, and surpasses otii 
bDpes> is to give up to bim this- charming spot, which 
was 80 advantageous to yon* : this reflection overwhelms 
me vwth grief. I have a little account to give yott horn 
ike ftbbe Bigorre that you will not be displeased to 
bear. M. de Chaulnes is fortunate indeed ; no one can 
dii^pute his claim of being the best pope-maker in the 
Wi^d. The present pope is a better man than wcf 
eofild hope for ; be is a Venetian ; it was he who an- 
swered en the fourth of October to the ambassador^* 
compliments; and on the sixthi by way of thanking 
bnn, M. de Chaulnes made him a pope ; for this exalte 
ation was a sudden performance quite in the French 
style, against the aelviceof the Spaniards and Germans* 
He is one of the most learned men of the sacred col- 
lege, and has no other fault than being eighty years 
of aga This news has quite enraptured madaiiie die 
CbauiiiLes ; the holy father has inquired after her aaifc 

^* The Venetian county and Avignon, whlcb were in the possession of 
France^ and from, which M. de GriKnan derived considerabie advamagw. 
during the time of the (jparrel with the court of Rome. 
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madame de Carman^ saying he should die contented 
if he could see them once more. All France has been 
to compliment the duchess; I suppose you have written 
a congratulatory line to her> as well as to the duke, 
though he deprives you of Avignon. This is the lucki- 
est event in the world for him : you know all this ; but 
it is impossible not to chat. 

M. d'Arles is now with you ; he wrote to me from 
Paris, and I shall answer him at Grignan, and as he 
speaks to me of his abdication *, I shall not hesitate to 
tell him my thoughts on the subject, though it be a 
settled thing, and he says M. dePomponne and madame 
de Vins have approved it : it is so easy to cheat people 
into approbation^ that it ought not to constitute autho* 
rity. He tells me it was of no use but to M. de Gri- 
gnan ; I want only this to confute him : is the being 
iiHeful to an elder brother in such a place, nothing ? He 
n^e^ only consider vvhat pleasure this will give to M« 
^'Aix, to know how mortifying it must be to M. de 
Grignan. Besides, when did a Grignan think it no 
object to be useful to his family ? Those who love one 
another, as you say, to the last drop of their blood, 
\n whatever form it may be, have they not given suf- 
ficient proof, on all public occasions, that they are but 
one ? how comes it, then, that the archbishop pleases 
tfi retract, and renounce this honourable and good re- 
putation ? 1 am of your opinion, that it is being punc- 

* The place was that of president of the states of Provence, which 
M. d' Aries (John-Baptist Adhemar de Monteil) had filled after M. de 
Marseilles (Toosaant de Forbin). But hj the sonination t>f M. deVa- 
lenoa (Daniel de Cosnac) to the archbishopric of Aix, M. d'Ariet be- 
ing obliged to give up to him the place of president, he thought it no 
longer incumbent on him to assist at the assembly of the states, to aToid 
being only in the second place, according to the lank of hia archbi* 
shopric 
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tiiioBS indeed^ to be hurt by a strip of wood upon a 
bench^ which constitutes all the differeuce of plac9* 
which fklls neither upon the person nor the name^ and 
which only exists in this assembly, for a few days, a* 
it relates to the. archbishop of A ix and the archbishop 
of Aries. Should this be sufficient to urge him to speak 
46 the king, . in the tone of a man who had long made 
,a sacrifice, the weight and disgust of which are at last 
ibecome insupportable? Is it possible that the king 
should haye really entered into the merits of this com- 
.plaint,^ and not have been surprised that the honour of 
.serving, which was so highly valued upon entering on 
,the office, could no longer support him against a mor- 
tification which was only imaginary ? In short, my^ 
child, I, am hurt at this abdication, and wish he may 
■repent of this as of the other things, in order to avenge 
us.. But I have, said so much on this subject, that I 
^i^hall. refer the archbishop to it, if he will do me the 
, honour of allowing me to speak my sentiments of what 
the tells pie, and I shall only slightly touch upon it in 
, my answer to his letter. 

But a word respecting madame de Reini^ * : what a 

.fiiry 1 Did you not think she was dead, and that her 

, spirit came to persecute you with her noise, as in her 

lifetime? For my part, I should have been terribly 

.frightened, and should certainly have made the sign 

of the cross ; but I believe something more is necessary 

, to get rid of her. Is it possible a woman could travel 

; 150 leagues^ to demand money of a person who dies 

with impatience to pay it^ and who sends it as soon as 

possible ? No arrival at Grignan could astonish me 80 

much as hers; I gave an involuntary shriek at hearing 

..it. You are, however, quite right to b6have civilly to. 

*:• it . . , . ^ 

• A shopkeq>er at Paris. 
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lier ; hvit him could yon nroM her paors^ «aA Uitit 4)6r- 
4wit of woi*ds which drotrns atid frt'crwhetms'? I win 
*qaite pleased dt HvhsEt 50Q tell m^ bf Salaruc, I h«fe 
aeoQ it upoh the map. tt is ^ melanchtxly ^hmg Uiat 
the chevaliet caii find tio relief, and that his disorder 
should have d^'iti-oyed all the good efteets whi^h we ^ 
'first thought the waters had produced ; I feel this itiis*- 
fortone keenly. These liraters are very vioJeirt : I weuH 
not trust tny limbs in them, and particularly since I 
have tioW no ailment in my hands. I know If6t wberfe 
all those little extravagant disorders are ^concealed ; i 
sometimes think treason is going forward, I am so Well. 
I shall very much pity you, when you are all separated ; 
you will then really have no company but m^dame 
Reinie, and one other person who I must own is as 
hateful to me as to you. Biit you sometimes bid me 
say certain things only to the echoes : I shall take cars 
not to intrust them with any thing : we have one in the 
Place C&ulanges, like that at LaTrousse, a little slanderer, 
who returns word for word close to the ear. By th« 
bye M. de la Trousse has received very little benefit 
from the waters of Bourbon. 

The day after I wrote to you, I saw my daughter-in- 
law return when I least expected her ; she left Rennes, 
in spite of every one, and all the amusements there, to 
come, -as she says, to me, preferring this pleasure to all 
the entertainments of the states. This surprised me,' and 
would have made ihe uneasy, if I had not perceived 
that she was really pleased, and that this was done with 
as good a heart as it was with a good grace. Du Mesail 
has introduced the opera of Atys it Retmes ; it is short- 
ened, but is very pretty. My daughter-in*law was once 
there, and was very well pleased, but is still more so at 
being returned ; she says, " Every body tormented me 
at Renues upon my being so desirous to return to the 
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Rocks; but, when I reminded them that it x,f^ to is^ 
with ypu, jthey all ^agreed that I was right;, partis 
i^uJiarly jgaarshal d^Estrees, M. de Rennes, M. de la Tre- 
XiQ^uille, and M. de Pommereuil/' In shorty here ^h« 
J8j I jqdged that this little account wopild not cpake yo^ 
quarrel with her. As to my son, the mar9hal w;o\ild np( 
Ifit him come away ; he is the only person with wbop^ 
he converses unreservedly ^. He is quite unhsgptpy thajt 
my son is not appointed deputy ; he was v^ry desiro^fi 
of rendering us this little service, at well as ms^d^^e 4^ 
la Pay^t^^ who had solicited his interest upon t^e Qi^ 
jcasion. He does not much approve of M. de ,C?^voi^ 
the friend of M. de Seignelai ; you see the re^t. 

Our states met on Saturday the ^2d ; there was ^ 
great thropg, crowd, and confusion ; but the marshal 
^olji^ very well, and better than was expected ; th^ 
6rat presidents dc commmi martynm ; M. de P(>mmo- 
reuil very well in his way, but not so well as Fieubet 
and de Harlay, the beayty pf whose speeches charmed 
their hearers; in all the harangues the duke de Cbauln^ 
was highly praised, and the Y]ews of the exaltation ac- 
jived very opportunely on the same day. The next day 
M* de Pomipereuil asked three millions for the king, 
•which were immediately granted ; though in fact, vfp 
Jsnow not well where they are to be had> with H> d'Ha- 
^ouis's contest ; but with regard to the grace with which 
^t was done, no thing could exceed it. After this hop^- 

' •• We find this marshal in the list of Ninon's lo\'er3, when he was oiJy 
eoQAt d'Bstr^. From tfaift circunasUnce panly arose his tttaduneiit<Co 
M* de S^vi|^ : il was lake a school &iendship. It was dtis count d'£«- 
fB^^ n^y coming a&er Villarc^ux, disputed his claims to the child 
to which Ninon gave birth at that period. Not being able to agree, 
like Rabelais' judge, they cast the dice for him. Fate consigned this 
chikl 10 the count d'JBitc4es, who afterwards distinguished Msaself \fk 
the navy by the name of La Boissiere. 
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M begiiuiiiig. Revel set out to resume, he trastf» hm 
first professkm. He called here on Monday, bat oQlf 
st^fd to dinner, and went to sleep at Layal. We adsed 
liim what sort ofdeath all his mistresses had chosen : be 
replied wittily/ that whatever it might be, they would 
thoose it with M. de la Tremouille and the comit d'Es- 
tr^s, in whose hands he had left them. We talked of 
the chevalier; he appeared to me to be very much nn- 
Yrozen in his esteem for him; he boasted of having 
known him in peace and in war; I also assured him 
'that he did not love one who was ungratefnl. He hopes 
to be sent into Germany with marshal de Lorges ; I re- 
commended the marquis de Grignan to him ; he told me 
-it was for him to request the marquis's protection, he 
was so much out of exercise. How hard it will be, my 
dear child, if you cannot see your son this winter! is 
he not eighteen this month? The Germans are very 
provoking with their winter campaign. 
' We pass our time here very quietly ; this you cannot 
doubt ; but very swiftly, which will surprise you : work, 
walking, conversation, reading, all these are called in to 
our assistance. Speaking of books, you tell me won- 
^rs of M. Nicole's last production ; I have read some 
passages that appeared to me very fine; the author^s 
'style enlightens as you say, and makes us enter into 
ourselves, in such a way as discovers the beauty of his 
nlind, and the goodness of his heart; for he never scolds 
out of season, which is the worst thing in the' world, 
i«nd never produces the desired effect. I did not pur- 
chase the book at the time, which was in Lent:^ I con- 
tented myself with the good Le Tourneux*. We arc 

• Nicholas de Tourneux, confessor of Port-Rojal, so weQ known by 
his excellent work entitled the ChrisiianYear, and by a great nmnber of 
o^er important works. 
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reading a treatise of the pious man of Port-ftoyal*, 
upon continual prayer, which is a sequel to certain 
pious works, tl\at are very fine; but this, which is 
much larger, is so spiritual, so luminous, and so hofy» 
that though it be a thousand degrees above our under- 
standings, it does not fail to please and charm us. We 
are delighted to find that there have been, and still are, 
people in the world, to whom God has copsmunicated 
his Holy Spirit and grace in such abundance; but, good 
heavens ! when shall we be possessed of one little spark, 
of one single degree ? How sad it is to find ourselves so 
far behind here, and so near in other things ! fie, fie, 
let us not name this misfortune ! we ought to humble 
ourselves at it a hundred times a day. 

It is a month since the news of M. de Schom berg's de- 
feat came to this country ; it was sent from St. Mal6 to 
lA. de Lou vols ; but as it has not yet been confirmed by 
a courier to the queen of England, it is supposed to be 
false. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE xkE YOUNGER. ^ 

I HAVE seen all the kind things, my dear sister, that 
you have said of M. de Sevign6 and myself. He is still 
at Rennes, and I have had sense enough not to hesitate 
a moment in repairing to madame de Sevigne. I am 
certain you will not disapprove of my taste, and that 
this 'preference will not lessen me in your opinion. I 
shall not talk to you of the deputation, the subject is 
exhausted ; we bear our misfortune so well, that it shows 
•we were worthy of what we wished to obtain. I am 
delighted, my dear sister, to find that our apartment is 
ready at Grignan ; I embrace you affectionately ; will 

, * John HaBM>n, physician to Port-Ropl, author of sevenlTery pious 
and eDlightened writings. 
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yoa not aUow me to do so ? I would also embrace AL 
de Grigaaa if I dared; but my love for him is ao greats 
,t|iat 1 hesitale. 

FRCm MADAIIB DB s£vIQm£ 

Indeed, it is with regret I resume the pen, for she uses 
it well; but it is only that I may embrace my dear 
countess. 

LETTER DCCCCXU. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Bocks, Siv^y, October 30, 1689. 
Xbt us talk of the grief of separation ; I have long felt 
fyt you, and have said that you would be too much s^Uve 
to the misfovtune of having bad such delightful society; 
bMtyou have changed your opinion. I told you in the 
rammer that the chevalier might probably pass the win- 
ter at Avignon, or in some other part of Provence, to 
enjoy your brilliant sunshine, and add a mild winter by 
way of appendix to the waters of Balaruc, as many 
people do who dread the cold of Paris ; you repulsed 
itut unmercifully, and; said this was wishing the worst 
that could happen to him ; that if he were to remann 
(there, it would be a sign that he was too ill to return; 
that otherwise he would go back to see his friends and 
the world. Tell me, then, what has happened, to make 
you now think he would do well to spend the winter in 
^IVoveBce ; for I am convinced in my own mind that, the 
fWttters not having succeeded with him, he would pass 
:a melancholy winter at Paris in that little chamber, with 
your beautiful picture, which does not utter a syllable^ 
say what we will to it; and if it pleases God that he 
should be ill, and utter piercing cries, he must in that 
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oftse lafiaitely iiggt^ yoar absence^ for he k not a msm 
tOire€eiTe trifliogceasaUtums ; we must hope it will not 
ccNne to this* My advice therefore would have heen> to 
ftry the climate of Provence this year oaly, as it was sp 
near at hand. ^ You will iM^quaint me w^h the manner 
in which all your separations take place. M. d'Arles i^ 
^ith you: yon have given him my letter^ I am more 
pleased than ever at having told him my sentiments 
freely of his abdication. He boasted of having obtain* 
ed the approbation of madame de Vins ; but she informs 
me that he concealed this resolution from her, thinking 
very justly that she would disapprove it on account of 
M. de Grignan, and several other things relative to it^ 
this, then» is the way in which madame de Vins and 
M,. de Pompouiie approve of this measure. You did not 
inform me of the king's answer^ which you were so-co^ 
rious to know ; for my part, I do not retract what I-said 
upon this subject. 

It is certain that the first thing M. dc Chaulnes did 
the day after the exaltation, was to give up Avignon* 
Good heavensy my dear child, what an affecting thought 
is this! it is a grief too that is justly founded^ consider- 
ing the circumstances into which it throws you. When 
I reflect and speak upon this subject, itbecomes my own 
business, I can think of nothing else. But I must sup- 
press these bitter thoughts in my letters ; they only re- 
new them in your heart ; but they will sometimes es- 
.cape. It is said that M. de Lorraine is going with his 
troops into winter-quarters; we shall do the same, if 
this be the case, and you will then soon see your son 
again; I wish you this consolation. 

The taking of Bonn, and the death of baron d'Asfeld *, 

* Elder brother of the marshal and the abb^ d'Asfcld. He command- 
ed in Bonn, where be made a vigorous defence; sustained an assault, in 
which he was Oiortally wounded j stirrcDdered, October 12, aud made ta 
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iitTe caused some soirrow ; the king and M. de Loovois ne^ 
gret his loss, and praise him highly as an able officer, and 
a skilful negociator. M. de Chaulnes's negociation maj 
continue longer than was supposed ; he is considered 
as the only person that can inspire the pope wrtb a true 
desire to restore peace to the Christian princes. His 
holiness does not at all like cardinal d'Estr^, who it 
is thought will return to court. We shall see what God 
has ordained : " Leave him alone/' said the holy bishop 
of Angers, who came to pay his visit at the age of ninety- 
two, with the same good sense as formerly. Adieu, my 
<dear child. Why do you say yoi^ have lost your beauty? 
why are you heated ? why is your blood. agitated? my 
own is affected at it : you are too much alive> you have 
^oo much sensibility ; your nights partake of your agi- 
tations by day : endeavour to calm yourself^ avail your- 
self of your fortitude, your philosophy, your Christianity, 
to support the burden of sorrows which Providence allots 
you. Your sister-in-law says a thousand affectionate 
things to you by me; one of her whims is, to make 
me talk of you. I embrace M. de Grignan; I no longer 
know how I stand with the rest; I fear that, ere this 
reaches you, the birds will all be flown. We had your 
sunshine here for some time, and you had our showers; 
but for these two days past, } believe every thing has 
i^sumed its former station ; so that you must now have 
fine weather. Paulina has written me a charming letter; 
she says with great audacity, that she has no fear qf d!e- 
9trcn/ing*; that, on the contrary, she pretends to surpass 

honourable capitulation twenty-seven days after the trenches were open- 
ed, attiader a blockade of upwards of three months, during' which tkM 

^ the enemy had destroyed the city by cannon and bombs, before tkc^F 

, began to besiege it in form. 

* AUusion to the hackneyed expression of false modesty, " I fear, in. 
writing to you, (or speaking to you/, that I shall destroy tht fkrourabU 
idea you have received of me." 
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the praises Cbulanges has bestowed upon hef,' that sh* 
learns' Italian, that you are hex niistress,* and that' she 
{•eads 11 Pastor Fido; Viud then asks me a Very odd 
question, little hussey f Truly, I send her back to'h^Sr 
relations. ' ' i * . . 



.. * : LETTER DCCCCXLU. 

« * t ' ■ . 

TO THE SAME. 

. fl 

The Rocks, Wednfesday, November 2, 1689. 

YowR letters come now more regularly than when the 
weather was firie. The sky of your Provence, however, 
looks terrifying; you are not accustomed to these tor^ 
rents; you paint your caistle in great disorder^ and if 
you had hot saved all your beautiful furniture, and par- 
ticularly your cabinet, that is worthy of a place at Ver* 
sailles, I should have been very much grieved. We 
begin to feel the rain, but as we have still some fine 
sunny rays, I profit by them with pleasure, because 
this soil is as dry and pleasant as that of our poor Livri; 
80 that I shall often walk. The beginning of your letter 
says great things in few words; Ottobbni, pope; the 
county, given up; the king and M. de Chaulnes, triumph" 
ant; and madame de Grignan, ruined; this it is that 
grieves me to the heart; we must endeavour at least to 
let hope supply the place of the soHd consolation which 
his majesty gave you. If you should enter upon this 
business towards the end of next year, and should both 
go to Paris^ I should find my account in it, as the knight- 
hood would take place at the same time. But I cannot 
comfHehend M. de Grignan's idea, alone fit Easter; I 
can better understand that of returning to Grignan to 
spend the winter after the assembly, notwithstanding 
the north wind, vriiich becomes still more uniractable 
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at that time; this would, at least, agree with the ch»^ 
Valiei^'s health and your business. In short, my dear» 
you are all wise folks, your conventicle is met, yoa wil) 
take i^oper measures, and we will confide ia such good 
heads. 1 am very desirous that M. d' Aries should tel| 
you his reasons, and also that he should see my letter; 
we are upon sufficiently good terms for me to tell him 
my sentiments upon a subject which he mentions to me 
first; I beg you will not allow him to place madame de 
Vins among the number of those he has consulted, and 
whose approbation he has received. You think my 
friends have proved their regard for me by their pro^ 
posais ; you are right ; nothing could be more kind ; 
but it is enough, to have had the pleasure of this teial of 
their hearts and friendship; for it would have been 
doing little honour to my first resolution, to have changed 
it, asd have been burthened with another debt of a thoa-* 
sand crowns. Indeed, my child, there were no athea: 
steps to be taken than those I took, that is, to be seiw 
aible of their kindness, and grateful for it. If I were to 
publish a gazette of the state of my health, you would 
be convinced that I shall keep my promise with madame 
4e la Fayette; you would see under the article of the 
bkdder, that that part of the country was in a state of 
perfect tranquillity; that the sandy people, who for* 
merly invaded it, are carrying on their operations in 
more distant lands; that letters have been received 
from the exirenftities of the kingdom, which declare 
that the legs were never in better condition, nor more 
fit for service ; that the hands, which are upon the frojat 
tiers, are no longer subject to the caprices, of the nei^jes^ 
their neighbours, or the vapours, their allies : in short, 
that this state would be a perfect country, if the fouBn 
tain of youth could be found in it ; this is its oidy mi^* 
fortune. After this ridiculous gazette, which yoa have 
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deflmd, yx>u may, I- think> be qnite easy wUb reguNl 
to my beahh. 

Yea seem to be making some reparation to M. do 
CbttiiUm's understanding^ you find it so excellent i^ 
Rome, that you are obliged to think he was meditating 
upon all these important afiairs when he was at Gri« 
g^ftaii; he is therefore restored to yiuur good opinion in 
Ihis re^ct ; let him be so also on the'Sbject of the depu<* . 
falionst,! He was not wrong to dispose of them for fifteeii 
years, without mentioning it to the king, as marshal de 
la Miliarie always did *:, But a change has taken place 
with regard to this, for these four years past, as in every 
thing else. What snakes has he not s>vallowed! yon 
kaTe seen it. He knows that his good friends havd 
Aroni c^t; ^ new road for deputations^ he is aware qC 
h^ and haa always said to my sonf, except this year^ 
thak it was necessary to be a courtier now, as the times 
am <:faaoged. He thought the nobility and their com^ 
mander might have had some influence this year: at 
least, he had reason to believe that his recommendation 
vrooki do something, either by writing from the pro* 
Ttnce, where he was rendering important services, of 
by setting out for Rome. His timidity, or the impossi? 
bility of speaking of Britany, pr evc»tcd his proposing 
ihe deputation to the king ; he oikly recommended it te 
M. de Lavftrdtn, and wrote on the subject to marshal 
d'fistrees: nor de i yet know, if he did not expect 40 
find M. de Coetlogon in his way, and that he wqu14 
iberel»y on>y hare exposed hinaself ; 1 believe this ia 
the troth of the afikir. It is so oertain that nothing is 
Himiglit ef but pleasing the city of Rennet, that by 

• He was goveraor of Nantes and Brest, and lieutenant-general of 
tJpper and Lower Britany. 
f M. de S^vign€ bttd t|iittted the court, u|[k)n Tfttixing^ ftotn the armf. 
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the most unheard-of m^asures^ which I am rery imidi 

pleased at, the deputation of the clergy has been given 
to M. de Rennes by a lettre de cachet ; this is ^ packet 
which never before entered Britany upon such an occa- 
sion; for the bishops used to succeed according to theit 
rank, and this year it fell to the lot ^ of M. de Vannes/ 
or M. de Tregui^ who are so much astonished at the 
proceeding, that ffiey know not what to think; l?ut it is 
sufficient to be M. de Rennes, who is astonished too, sind 
asks if the packet be really for him; for no one was 
ever received for a deputation : judge if the governor 
of Rennes would not have obtained it with more justice. 
Madame de Chaulnes is so surprised at all this, that she 
keeps her eyes constantly fixed upon Rome, and is much 
in the right. The king said to her last week; " M. de 
Chaulnes was not long at Rome, madam, before he made 
himself talked of; he has found again good friends 
there, and has been very well received/' " Sire,'* she 
replied, " he that bears your majesty's oi^ders, is always 
well received." The whole court was ready to over- 
whelm her with compliments and professions of friend- 
ship ; I hope you have written to her. I am of your 
opinion, my dear child, that M. de Chaulnes will- re- 
main there for another cJnclave, or rather to settle with 
the pope, who loves him, the principal objects they have 
to confer upon together, and those he intends to dispose 
him to approve or confirm for the general tranquillity ; 
this would be a fine stroke ; and if madame deiJhaulnes 
and madame de Carman were at Rome, they would be 
proper seconds to him. But the new pope hates car- 
dinal d'Estr^es as much as he loves the ambassador, and 
it is thought his eminence will return to France; if so« 
madame de Chaolnes's departure will be deferred. I 
am as much grieved as you, that the last pope> who 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



.Mfibred as to remain ih possession of Avignon, did not 
lir* as long as M . d'Arle« * ; sach longevity would 
have been foptuaate indeed for yoo, but it was not the 
will of God. I iufbrmed you that M. de Chaulnes eu- 
•tered Rone like an ambassador, al dispetto (in spite] of 
tteSpanish ambassador, who endeavoured to prevail on 
:tlMe'Cttrdhia]s to prevent it; but out of fifty-six votes* 
be had but five f. 

- /Ldo not give mine to M. de la Garde, either to 
pveaob or scold; I know very well, that Jesus Christ, 
S^. Paul;; and St. Augusttn, preached and exhorted, it 
^taathiffir busiiiess; this latter gives good r'easons for 
dohigi vo.^ But a poor siiiner, recovered only three days 
f^nl a worse state than ours, should keep silence, pe- 
. netrated with the mercy of God towards hini, occupied 
only i^ithiiis happiness, and the true gratitude he owes 
to his Saviour, for having selected and distinguished him 
from so many others, without any merit, through free 
grace: such should be the sentiments of his heart, arid 
if charity should make him interest himself for his 
neighbour, it should display itself in lamentations be- 
fore God, and in supplicating the same grace for others 
that has so plentifully been poured upon him. Such 
was that penitent and holy princess, madame de Lon« 
gueville ; she did not forget her situation, nor the abyss 
from which God had saved her ; she preserved the re- 
membrance as a foundation for her penitence, and her ^ 
lively acknowledgement to the Almighty. Thus is 
Christian humility preserved, and the grac^ of Jesus 

* liiese two prelattt lived, the one to the age of ulnetjr-five, the 
other t9 eighty-aix. 

f It ia aaid that M. de Cbaulnea had nearly three miltiona to diatri- 
botc, to create this pope. D'Avrigny dares not formally deny the fact, 
which so preat a majority, and so speedily obtained, renders very probir-^ 
ble» Ix was mcBiey thrown away, or very miich like it. 
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Christ honoured. This dees not ptcdudo tcSkcikm, 
«nd Christian convefsation with our friends ; but no 
•ennons, no scolding; these revolt, and make m le- 
-colleot and refer persons to their past Ufe, becaase wm 
jfixid they have forgotten it. I am astonished that peo- 
-ple of good sense shonhl fall mto this injaitioe : but we 
.onght to be astontsfaed at nothing ; for what do ve JMt 
meet with in our journey through life? 

It appears that owr oulrqiiis will soon be in vnnter- 
.qoarten, like the rest, and that he will be able to pay 
yon a visit ; 1 wish it, my dear child ; this is the great- 
est consolation you can have ; I have a great desire lo 
'enri>raee him, as wdl as my dear countess. I am vaqf 
-glad that the count grows fat: he was thin when I sew 
him, which made me uneasy. The description yon givf 
of your storms, is so beautifol and poetic, that it delists 
<my imaginaiion. 

LETTER DCCCCXmi. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Books, Suoday, |ilovcmbtr 6, lesa. 
M. DE Chaulnbs has written to me very afiectionatdy 
and pleasantly; he says that he might boast of the 
•brilliancy of his negociation, if it were not for the 
grief he feels at having been compelled to mSkr the 
pope the charming county of Avignon $ that he did it 
with 80 ill a grace, that he thought his holiness wmdd 
refuse it, but that he was unfortunate enough to ])e de- 
ceived, and that, on the contrary, the pope received it 
v^ith such pleasure, as renewed the good opinion he . 
already bad of this present. At length, my child, the 
deed is done ; God gtiwe it you, und God kw taken it 
away from you ; we must bear up against this loss. 
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Its well as agaiDst many others. I mtnt tell ycm once 
more, that, if you are jast, you will agree that the duki 
has not deceived us. He told us before the last meet*- 
ing of the states, that things had changed, that he had 
no longer the same power tis formerly, and that vt was 
necessary to appear a little at court; I^hare teldyoa 
what he founded his hope upon latterly ; he had some 
reason to believe that» at least this year, his solicitatioa 
would have as much weight as another person's. He 
spoke in this style to M. de Rennes when he passed 
through Malicorne ; I cannot doubt of his desire t6 
oblige me and my son, though he did not think it proper ' 
to talk of Britany at Versailles; he spoke to M. de La^ 
Tardin, and wrote to marshal. d'Estrees ; madame de 
Chaulnes to M. de Croissi ; and you know what was 
done by M. de Cavoie. It is fortunate for the ambas* 
sador, that the mortihcation he must have felt upon this 
subject, is concealed and lost in his absence, and he has 
done us equal honour in this country ; for every person 
at Rennes considers my son as the deputy M. de Chaul- 
nes would have appointed; and M. de CoStlogon, at 
the deputy of his journey to Rome ; we have, there- 
fore, no reason to complain, and indeed we are very 
far from doing so. 1 must confess, I think it strange 
that you, the chevalier, and the rest, the great lords 
and governoi-s of the province, should judge it right 
that the governor of Britany should be deprived of the 
noble privilege of appointing deputies independently, 
and to say that M. de Chaulnes made himself a king ; 
he certainly would have been much to blame not to 
have done it, as all other governors had done before 
him. Since the marriage of the duchess Anne with 
Charles VII (. this fine extensive province had tnany 
other privileges. M. de Chaulnes for fifteen or sixteen 
years followed the steps of marshal de la Meilleraie ; d# 
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yoa think it either noble or just to make a merit of de- 
grading this beautiful government ? Is it not the com- 
iD6n interest of ail great lords and governors ? Should 
they not view themselves in this eitample ? I am ac« 
, qoaii^ed with two or three who have been very sensibly 
a£fected at it with regard to themselves, and it cannot 
be one of this body who has introduced such a revolu- 
tion. Alas! what do not these poor governors, to please 
their master ? with what joy, with what zeal, do they 
Bot fly even to the hospital for his service ? Do they 
/consider their health, their pleasure, their lives, as any 
thing, when obedience to his pleasure is necessary? and 
yet it is subject of complaint against them to have an 
honour, a distinction, ari opportunity of obliging per- 
sons of quality in a province ! And why do they wish 
to be beloved and honoured, and act as kings? is it 
not for the service of the true king ? is it for themselves? 
Alas ! they are so passionately attached to his person, 
that they only wish to lay aside their fictitious charac- 
ters^ to come and behold him at Versailles, even though 
they should not theihselves be noticed ; and shall com- 
plaint be made against them for an assumption of gran- 
deur, which they so properly employ ? Is it possible, 
my child, that you should be of a contrary opinion ? 
Come, then, to my assistance, M. de Grignan ; support 
me, it is your business ; if you desert me, I shall wish 
you every possible disgust in Provence, and shall praise 
and admire those who, by their industry, may find the 
means of placing you upon the rank of others. I will 
say no more; why, too, do you make me speak what I 
think ? It is in you, however, that I confide \ and be- 
tides, 1 know nothing so good as to understand reason. 
M. de la Rochefoucault and M. de la Feuillade would 
not indict me for my sentiments upon this subject. 
Let us talk of oiir states. The Holy Ghost came in 
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a portmanteau to the council of Trent, says Fr^ 
Paolo; so the deputation came in a lettre de cachet 
to M. de Rennes: these vehicles are equally extraordi- 
nary. Marshal d'Estrees will, not let my son leav^ 
him for a moment; he knows no one but him, 
speaks to no one but him, and pays his visits ih 
company with him ; in short, he is so little acquainted 
with Britany, that if he h^d not found a commensal 
officer of the marchioness d'Huxelies, he would have 
been very much embarrassed. He keeps a tremendous 
table, the marshal surpassirig M. de Chaulnes ; two ta- 
bles, for eighteen persons each, from morning till night, 
all served in new, beautiful, gad rooned plate ; in short* 
it is who can spend the most ; for there are twenty ta- 
bles of the same magnitude. The opera of Atys is per- 
formed very a*;reeably, by Menil ; and also some plays. 

How sorry I am for the chevalier's ill state of health ! 
what a severe fever! Good heavien?, how I pity him! 
He isrightnot to go to Paris in such a situation; how un- 
comfortable 1 should be there, without you and without 
him ! Your stay in Provence has completely fixed mine 
here. I enclose you letters from madamed^ laFayette, and 
madame de la Lstvardin ; as to madame de Chaulnes's, 
it was a volume without end; dwelling upon the con- 
viction that it is her absence that makes me spend the 
winter at the Rocks instead of Rennes. She places to 
her own account all that can possibly happen to me 
there; and was so sincerely disposed to rain upon me 
a shower of gold, that she was never weary of impor^ 
tuning me to set out; but, my child, this is over ; I am 
very well here, particularly when you are at Grignan. 

I am informed that the pope has convened his friends 
to terminate the affair of the franchises with France and 
with all the crowned heads ; and another congregation 
to examine the means of making a general peace ip 

VOL. VIII. ^ .)igitized^yVJ»^VJVlC 
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Christendom. It is thought that cardinal d'Estrees will 
return, and that cardinal de Bouillon will remain for 
the afiairs 6f France. I am sure the ambassador is not 
yet ready to return. 

Sainte-JMarie, ray old friend, the king's lieutenant at 
St. Malo, has been to see me. He told me he had 
written to you for a vote ; pray, satisfy him : -he is -a 
man that wouKl go any length to serve me : every body 
loves him in this country ; he is the comfort of all tbe 
exiles, of all the prisoners at St. Malo; in short, he is 
a little Artagnan, faithful to his prince, and humane lo 
those whom he is obliged to guard. He has a thousand 
good qualities, he says he has learned them of me : you 
recollect how I converted him> by assuring faim upon 
my word and honour that our religion was preferable 
to Calvin's. I should very mudk pity«M. de la Gaide 
if he had forgotten his first condition, which, like our 
gratitude to God, should never be separated kom Chris* 
tian humility. M. Nicole is quite divine. 

My son still continues at Rennes; his wife takes 
great pains to amuse me. M. de Lauzun is going to 
take a romantic voyage to Ireland with six thousarid 
men. Be careful of yourself* my beloved child, and 
love me with an affection that belongs only to ourselves. 

LETTER BCCCCXLIV. 

TO THB SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, November 9, 1689. 
M. d'Arles, then, has passed through the midst of the 
fires of Tasso, of the gigantic phantoms, of the armed 
men, for all these defended the passage^; and has 

• See Canto III. of Tasso's Jcrattlem. 

Madame de S^vign^s inaagiQitkm wat aa Uf ely, hex wit to jast, and 
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itiund nothing b«t;4fpy and barren beatb«. I was iu 

hopes to have feuntf wood eopiigh for our last floor, 

Md that M. d'Arles wojaW thus see hw ^parUnent ha- 

bitiabk>;a«d M.ide Grigoan »p Uwg^rte compel M to 

go ^ 4n4» the f«tl;er5, ibe impropriety of which I 

liio»ghth« held long been coo¥io€edjof» In this wa5% 

«y dear, bU >w^nld ^ hiwe bef^ finiftb^d ; bot how can 

^. de CarcasftoiHi^ rwUt.M. dSArlel's vivacity, w*o 

/«olze§ upon Jbc bane* saybg, " Give mt four thousaad 

/CAMiFns^ and go to. sleep again, and let me alone ^'^ Eor 

f?my f»i*^jlji0ajly tbittk he is in a le^argy; a thi^k 

▼apoop prevents his anawetriog a syUable to such forci- 

»Me:FeiMoii8^aiid he must be sbook.again^ and tormented 

^Irmw^ to awake bkn. I suppose that M. d'Arles 

-.wSIjtceir-cfmy letjieratrGrignan: will he anawcr easily 

^ -the anbject of* i^ie noble pride for wbwh I blame 

iiini> ^diwhi^ih makes^ him feel personally a preference 

>^f J «e«s,-» that relates only to his benefice, and which 

as little disgraces the abbe de Grignan, as it honoars 

tbe abbe de Cosnac? In short, my child, these a^e 

Mfli^tSiof-imaginftti&n that eannot be suppressed. 

- I tiMiaght your letter to M. de Chauhies an exccUont 
one ;:h© pays you with goml sense, and ym find he did 
. all feeocmld. Madame de Chaulnes has sent me a liule 
.account, .which she says is only for myself, of a con- 
,>verBa|i(Mi between the ambassador and the pope ; I find 
in the holy father's answer, a great degree of presence 
of mind,, and a vivacity vThich stirprised me, and which 
plainly show that he possesses all his faculties, aad is' 
long-lived. I send it you, as you may pechaps be 

so ornaracnted, tliat the excellent use she made of wliat she read is not 
- *t all sufprUing. But it is A-xtrawdinfliy, that a mother like her, aliould 
. be certain of finding in a daughter worthy of herself, as much wit and 

taste, as were necessary to comprehend perfectly all the delicacy ofJier 

applications. 
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pleased to see it. The duchess 9^yB she hopes you will 
pardon her husband the injury he has done you^ and 
that the armies are preparing to send you back your 
son. She sympathizes in the grief of madame de Sou- 
bise, who has lost her son *, after incredible sufferings, 
and in that of madame de Guenegaud, who has not 
only lost het youngest son at Bonn, but her eldest, 
' whom she loved dearer than her life ; she has now no 
children left but the abbe de Guenegaud, and another, 
who is also a priest ; thus our foresight into futurity 
often affords us only useless anxiety, because God is 
preparing for us other troubles. 

I dread to mention to you the magnificence of Rennes, 
lest it should give you an indigestion, for there is no- 
thing but festivity going on; they dine with M. de la 
Tremouille, and sup with the first president ; or dine 
with M. de Pommereuil, and sup with M. de Rennes; 
then dine with M. de Coetlogon, and sup with M^ de 
Malo ; thus it is every succeeding day. How does this 
agree with you ? There are twenty tables equally ele- 
gant ; Thou devourest all my goodn f. My son informs 
his wife, 1 suppose from civility, unwilling to believe 
that it is upon my account she is hore, that her absence 
is much lamented by all her friends, and that he is very 
sorry her delicate lungs should prevent her from enter- 
ing into all these amusements. She answers him an- 
grily, that she is offended at such language; .that she 
did not come here on account of her health ; that she 
knows the life that is led during the sitting of the states; 
that it was solely for the pleasure of being with me, 
which she prefers to every thing else; that if her lungs 

* Louis prince d« Rohan, colonel of a regiment of cavalry, H*i«d No- 
vember 5, of a wound be received July 5, near ibe canip of Lessines in 
Flam'ers. 

f A saying of Harpagon to Maiure Jacques, in Mdiere's Miser. 
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Were equal to the best chairman's in Rennes, she would 
do the same; and all tt^s so naturally, that I am obliged 
to' her for it, without having the least scruple at seeing 
her here. We read a good deal, and the time passes 
away so swiftly, that it is not worth while to be out of 
patience, except that I cannot embrace you ; for this> 
1 must own, I ardently long for. Adieu : with us it is . 
the finest weather in the world, and I dare say, with 
you it is still finer ; it is St. Martin's summer with us, 
and the dn^-days with you. I embrace, and kiss nty 
beloved child on both cheeks. 



LETTER DCCCCXLV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tb« Roiksy Sunday, November 10, 1689* 
Your letter is not yet arrived, this is always a grief to 
me; though I have in some degree got the better of 
the apprehensions I formerly suffered from the delay : 
It is the whim of the post, and we must endure it ; bat, 
as I am constantly with you at Grignan, I lose the 
thread of the conversation; this it is that vexes me. I 
know not whether you go to the assembly with M*. 
de Grignan> or remain at your ch4teau. I am very, 
uneasy about the chevalier's health, and the efFectg 
of the bark, repeated in its usual dose: it& heat, 
operating upon that of the chevalier's blood, brings to 
my mind an old saying, When the brave meets the brave^ 
they remain brave. We hope, therefore, that this brave ^ 
bark will make the blood remain brave: God grant it. 
may ; it is very diflQcuU to subdue. 

Tell me what you have done with madame de Beioie;^ 
does she still overwhelm you with her torrent of words? 
by what means have you silenced her ? I will not slacken 
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the reifi*'tfe tell you crf'my arffectionatTe and strotog rrg^d 
fhv you, and the lively interest I ttfke in what concernr 
ysod fttror near ; as all this holds the fifrst rank in what is 
ifear and precioUs to m«, I pJace it far above my own 
little affairs, which appear like hyssop compared wilb^ 
your tell <5e^ars. How can I help entering nfto all yoa 
say respecting the journey to Paris, for the proposal 06 
Vfhich yoa envy my friends? I had great fortitude in 
resisting when you were at Giignan ; had you been at' 
Paris, their gresft oflers would have been superfluous^; 
I feel that you would have destroyed all my measures : 
but having concerted them so well with yours, it was 
not easy to put me out of my way. Thus, my dear 
child, I maintain myself, thus I subsist; 1 would not 
mention this to you, and yet I cannot avoid it, consid* 
«ring you as the sole charm and consolation of my 
lattier days, Odd* and* Kis providence excepted. I am 
ifrform^ of the d«atfa of timr good imd worthy mra; 
ttie bis^hop* of Ntme^; m that our pom* Lwri itf ag»fii 
th ba ^v^amiyy f wi»lt tlie abbe Feitotiet? imr^oh* 

FhdV<^ itec^i^mdi a iMigf Itfttei^ fVotn my new fineiidr 
ll^e nkm-ioe^Qnihmc^; I would have sent if to yon, 
an^ hi* styllft, Whidl it very easy, v/^mM be afveeoble 
ell6ttghv ff he <tid> iioc pf»Se me so ex»rfft ajpttdy ; in 
fkctfi my moiesty t^iH- not seflbr it: he is «o aittoHished 
ti^ find » WOMfftn Wkll a few good ()itfl1iti«e and good 
pfindple^, y(r^ in her yottfth had Home charms, th^ he 
tcemii M l^sp^e prosed l^ IHb 11% a whirKviiMl eif fmmom, 
am^Mlg « bbAdiUi eqtiaily derevdl of faith^ im^ )»», trbeve 
lev^ reigMed^ sdoAe, de^orl^d of eveiry kittdoifhmm} 
this has given rise to 9em« tery pleasatit things. H« 
dtnwaiM my ^oteotion with yo», in the nanv of Bf . 

« 8ce Liettrr of 99 Septtnbor. ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MADAME Q& siviCNE. ^71 

BaK:8MrtfiR» tcKiostmct him properly ^itb rfigjarUto^Jwj 
Gourii of Lovfi^ which he had heard ^okeix of, suwii 
(^QQ^ered a&a fable. H^ is like a cs^loet- article;* i^ 
g«aat;Curio^ty^ he.wante to know, tii^ traih fi^in tb^ 
gftV£jrnes$. of. Prov^ace> and . whether, vtpoa complaint i<f 
t^t court, if judgement w«re pronouacedj it would bft 
by. feuaale judges.: you hav^ some wits from Arl^s, aud 
a prior from St. John at Aix (am I not right ?), who wil} 
give y.ou the necessary information. Guebriac found 
the enclosed sheet by way of preface to a book of Fran- 
cis Barberin'sf, who makes mention of it: 1 send i|^, tQ 
Paulina, she will understand this prose as wt^ll as il 
Pastor Jido, This, is a^ trifle you will iptrust some one 
with, and not trouble yourself about it. Were you at 
Aix> Montreuil would settle this affair for his old friend> 
whose mind is very different from his; but, in short, 
yoa will do what you can without incommoding your- 
seie. 

. The liandsome abba de Rohan %, sa beauiifel, and 
ipdeed too beautiful, is at pres^ent at the head of M. df^ 
Sjoubise's housekold» and hia livings are given to hi« 

• The Coiirt of, Love was nothing more than a society of wits of 
fjoth sexes, which was instituted in Provetice towards the close of the 
1 1th century. They communicated to each other their works, and con- 
versed upon diflerent suhjects, in which love had always some, share. 
"She qijanr^k and. jejlottgies pClpv^ra w^rq the^ cQU)ipop,9l}j^^.of tl)<jir 
, 4i«fi»wfil9"; they, 4ptfir»n»J^d t^e. njciits of the tanson? ^rittcij^ wppO 
this suljjectj the tati§<»ps were a kind of poetry which the troubadours 
or trpuv^res had brouglit into reputation, in which were treated curious 
Questions of love and lovers. Martial of Auvergne after wapls gair« % 
coHectioQ of 'the^e judg€q(M!nts, entitled, Aresta A*norun^ and upon v^uch 
Bwpit, le Court, a bmoos hmf^, publi^hi^ in i^3a % H%0)f4k ^Mll 

f Sec Bayle's Dictionary, under the article Barherin, 
% Hmaik^H4r}».d^ prijace and 4uke de Rohan, hfipt^ ^ €^61 
l^y the death of Louis prince 4^ U^h^ his, brother. 
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yodnger brother*. Our states broke up yesterday^ he will 
kiBMelf send you the news. The marshals e^^patise 
was ridieulousty extravagant^ he had eve^y day sixty 
gtiests to dine and sup with him, and every thing wai 
served with such magnificence as eclipsed M. de Chaul« 
lies, who indeed would have been sony to vie with him. 
Adieu, my beloved child ; this is enough for to-day. 
How is your health in detail? your side, your colic ^ 
«end me a little gazette: mine is still like the last. My 
daughter-in-law embraces you, liiiid continues her at- 
tentions to me. 

LETTER DCCCCXLVL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rockt, Wednesdajr, November J 6* 1 689. 
youR letters are both arrived ; that of the 3d travelled 
to Rennes without knowing why ; the fault was occa- 
sioned at Paris; I received it on Sunday, after having 
sent away my letters. I will begin by entering upon 
the motion that agitates you all, and very reasonably, 
to know if madame de Maison's compliment is well 
grounded : she has frequently told us very unwelcome 
news, and sometimes very good : but when we hope to 
hear that the chevalier's regiment will devolve to his 
nephew, it is so natural and easy to believe it, that we 
must commit violence upon ourselves to doubt it; and 
you that are so skilful in raising phantoms, will find 
some difficulty to find subjects of despair upon anocca-. 
sion where every thing is in favour of the marquis; ex- 
ample, name, his father's and his uncle's merit, and his 

♦ Annand-Gaaton-Maximflian de Rohan, afterwards bishop of Stras*- 
burgh, cardinal and great abnoner of France. 
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Mm : all ihese place him at the head of this fine troop. 
You cannot doubt, my child, tha^ I am like you in 
tvery thing that concerns you;, you cannot talk to me 
t#o iongi nor repeat your thoughts to, me too often; I 
enter into all your arguments j9^o and can, and into the 
^alogue of Fear and Hope : I therefore wait like you 
with ail the impatience excited by real and affectionate 
friendship. 

I now know what has happen^ to the mill-clack, 
madame Reinie. I know that you have resoWed to go 
to the assembly, and afterwards to return to Grignan. 
I am informed of the state of the chevalier's healthy 
whose pardon I ask for not agreeing with him respect- 
ing M. d*Arles's resignation. I would have made the 
most of this second place to the king, which I should 
have made him understand 1 filled only for his service; 
but, at the bottom, I would not have cared about it • 
i should have been delighted to have kept it, and served 
my elder brother. The more I felt myself a Grignan, 
and jmperior to M. d'Aix in every other respect, the 
more indifferent I should have been to that^short meet- 
ing of the assembly, where the prerogative of one arch- 
bishopvtc over another constitutes the difference upon 
' Ihis^ occasion only *. I own to you, in short, that this is 
my feeling, and I thought, from his rank and elevate^ 
sentiments, that it would have been the chevalier's 
also : I have been mistaken ; but, much as I esteem his 
good sense^ I shall not change my opinion. On the 
other hand, I praise the archbishop for having the cou- 
rage to finish his building,^ and I admire him for having 
obtained 4000 crowns from M. de Carcassonne. 

♦ The archbishop of Aix is the first attorney, by birth, of the county 
of Provence j and in this capacity he always presides at the assembly of 
the states, which are held every year at lAiubesc, a town three leaguea 
distant frota Alx. 

p. 5- 
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Yoaf msN^r^n-lair &tiik^ tM to itQ ym dM tktiihi 
beHelf fottdnirt^ in having be6n iibU «» fleom ymv ^ 
fbe did by Mhming ktt oim indfUaiiiM. You T6fy 
inuch increase thfc pleastrre she fMi^ m dcmg wlnl tht 
calld her dttty, by your df^tofe«tiMi» the ha* waroaly 
felt her httsbamfd absence ; he waft M near ber» riM M 
often heard fVom him, was so eem^ he iMoU aam 
return, that no mortification intruded to disturb hor 
amiable cmidnct. Ton speak of aM this so affectbaate- 
ly and sincerely, that you renifw my love by it» 

Your coanty then is given up* I wish the prtticipttlity 
of Orange, whrdi is so (Veely sarrendered to ibe ^fcing, 
could recompense you for your lots 9 but it has fong 
been in your government without your being the befe» 
ter for it. I am delighted that you have wrtMsen to auk» 
damie de Chaulnes. l>o you «at like the little conver* 
s^rtibn she sent me, and which 1 sefltto you? lam 
told Coutanges is a favourite with the pope, ibait M. de 
Chaelnes has bespoken a state-coach, and keeps a tabto 
as be did in Britany ; this looks Kke beiag settled. By 
the by, oar states broke op on Monday hist, they fa«f« 
granted 10,000 crowns to marshal d'£str<eet; be bas 
spent that sum and more. The deputits ere M. de 
Bennes^, and M. de Coetlogdn, the rest are aetworiii 
the honour of being named. Your brother wUl be beee 
to-morrow ; he brings with hiVn the abb^ Chaneiv and 
my farmer of Buron, who is a stout gentleman, madene 
de Marbeuf, and some others ; we fear mem from eo 
much company than from our solitude. My eon cer- 
tainly often takes the liberty of quoting the good bro- 
thers, who order separate beds in the dog-day^^ jpo- 
mances are rational compared to this silly book. I 
shall say nothing of Paulina's taste for romances; I 

* John Baptist de Beaumont, bbhop of Bavim 
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VQ^te^^a^ing; to i^ysjelf^ with so much pleasure, that I 
must be sileDt. Examples might be given of the good 
and bad effects produced by these books; you do not 
like them, and you have conducted yourself well ; I 
liked them, and they have done me no harm. *' To 
the pure, all things are pure/^ as you say. I, who 
chose to support my taste, thought that a young man 
be^^l^e geperpM^ and br^ve in viei^ring my heroes ; and 
S JfQupg ^orps^Q wise and discreet in reading Cleopatra. 
There are ppople ^bo sometimfss take things wrong; 
pQt they ^ould npt apt better, perhaps, if tney could 
]^o| re^(l; it is ess|sntial to have the mind well disposed, 
^\k^ ik€n it is f>ot easily warped : madaine de la Fayette 
|s aqother instance in my favour. It is, however, very 
tfv^p ^pd very certain, that M. Nicole's works are pr^* 
ffT^\}\9; you ^re ^harmed with them^ this may serve 
^ ^ P^oegyri^ to the book : what I read of it at madame 
_^e Coql^nges^s, easily convinces me that ft must please 
* voi|. Vou \vill be very happy, and very enviable, if 
f^f^ Im^ qiade use of this delightful book to inspire you 
jvUh ^is loye. I, at least, derive this good from it, that 
I ^ ji^r^uiaded it is the only truly desirable object in 
fi^p lyorld. Upon this ground, I conjure you, my dear 
Pavilina, not to let your mmd turn towards frivolous 
things, but to attach yourself to what is solid, in which- 
plass I pl^ce history ; your taste >vill otherwise be of a 
Pf^e hue. We ftre reading th^ History of the Church 
by M. de Godeau*;^ it is really a very fine work; in 
]9rbat a respectable. light does it place religion! we are 
i:e;^dy to suffer martyrdom with Abbadie. Every thing 
Ikis its tum^ Corisca is very pretty and very roguish : 
filtjfi tempi, altn cure. Love me always, my dear child, 

• Anthonj Godcta, bishop of Gnsut and Vcnce. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2lr(5 LETTERS OF 

but never weigh other love in the same scale with 
yours J * your heart is of the first order> and no one re- 
sembles It. 



LETTER DCCCCXLVII. 

f TO THE SAME. ' 

The Rocks, Sunday, November 20, 1589. 

You have relieved me from great anxiety, by telh'ng 
me that our marquis is colonel of his uncle's fine regi- 
ment ; nothing could be more advantageous to him ; it 
h scarcely possible to be promoted higher at the age 
of eighteen. Now your uneasiness is at an end, and 
the dialogue of Hope and Fear happily concluded. I 
defy you, with all your ingenuity, to discover any dis- 
agreeable circumstance attending this affair ; there is 
now nothing more to be considered, my dear countess, 
than to support this rank, which necessarily creates a 
greater expense than that of captain. The chevalier 
must be paid — how much ? It is to be hoped that you 
will have permission to sell your fine company, the 
work of your own hands. In short, good and evil are 
blended; honours increase expense ; we are sorry when 
they are not obtained, "and embarrassed when they are; 
such is the world. Will not j'^our colonel pay you a 
visit? I should think he would have time enough. I 
have a great inclination to write to him, and superscribe 
his letter according to my fancy. You have, then, ge- 
nerally a hundred persons at Grignan, and eighty is 
your least number. 1 find they are not very scrupu- 
lous about burthening you. I approve of your not 
going to Lambesc, to expose your beauty and Paulina's 
youth to the fury of the small-pox : this is an evil we 
cannot too carefully avoid. You have given me such 
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t dreadfhl idea of the north-wind of Grignan during llie 
winter, that it terrifies me. I suppose M. de Grignan 
will find it difRcult to resolve not to pass these three 
months at the /good city of Aix ; we must sometimes 
yield to impossibilities, but it is a painful reflection; 
and it is a great misfortune to find ourselves exhausted, 
when it is so necessary to be otherwise : these are very 
sensible objects, in regard to which, I wish you, as well 
.as myself, all requisite fortitude. The chevalier will 
communicate some of his to you : he has so great a por- 
tion, of the use of which he is deprived by the gout, that 
he has some to spare, and should supply his friei^s with 
it. Never fail to inform me of his and your plans. Ma- 
dame de Chaulnes tells me, that she has received a very 
charming letter from you. Madame de Lavardin was 
in great affliction, M. de Chalons dying, and his pious 
mother* overwhelmed with grief at the foot of the 
cross. M. de Senlisf and all the Sanguins are very 
joyous; they have obtained our little abbey (of Livri), 
and have given up a priory to be free of the pension. It 
is so agreeable to them, that it seems nearer to me than 
if it had been given to another ; they are all our old 
neighbours. 

My son is at length returned from the states, and m 
very well pleased to be with us ; madame de Marbeof 
is here for a short time, and the abb^ de QuimperI4 
(Charier) who thinks of nothing but serving me. We 
expect our farmer, with whom we are to settle a long 
account without money. The count d'Estrees % supped 

* Louisa Boyer, duchess of Noailles, mother of Louis Antoine de 
"Noailles, hishop of Chalons upon Marne, afterwards archbishop and ear- 
ilinal of Paris. 
. 'f Denis Sanguin, bishop of Senlis. 

X Victor Marie, count (afterwards duke) d'Estr^es, vice-admiral and 
•Marshal of France. 
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pdm; I foaod hiai very agreealitle and Htely. He tm 
1^ fine Huncb eii4 «o %t^c|ied to the tcioiKs^ and wH%( 
ii eaUed the beUe^*letlFei> that if he had ih>^ 9<^<red ^ 
yery go^d rep^aUoA l^oth by sea ^od land {^^ ik^ ^\^ 
yalier eeo in&reft yoa), I should iqiagiii^ bnn 19 h? p)9t 
9f itQ«e w^»e tak;B^ iM^ w <)h«ft9»f^ to t^ir %tl^ 
]m^ b#^Bews Fery ^e)l h^w t^ mstlf^ then ^Fee« Ittthf 
p|[pe99e c^ bv re^, indefid> % he speedy whole iHgMf 
m readh»g> wfaieh is ^o «Hicb. I wi«b onr ^^iquif k94 
imly a half of this diapoaitioi9i i| wowJd he f<#ciea|. 
It wu a pleaffure to hear hia» coii? ene with my foip^ 
HH a n eiM if m tq>d loodem po0t6, hi9J^>iy, philps^y, lAoe 
faUly ; be is aoq^aii^t^d wiU> every things 90 suls^iec^ 
i)om(i9 aa[US9 to him l this is delightful. Th« igaofywww 
vere ^t« ia the hack grouod ; and the G*^**», w'^ 
4be eeuftl0 de R**** aod de R****, apd itheir gqa^ 
^mgh had nelhiftgtosay ; w^ were ^^ery mtjay atiheir 
exfKmseu Madaone de Ma«beuf ^ends yov a thonsfn^ 
affiaetaaoate oompluBealB; aod the abhe Cb^er send^ 
ytm ten thomaMid resf»eciful onei^ Year M- d'Aix h^ 
auD abbey woifth 6QO0 Iwfm a yesMr> whiph belonged tip 
the abb^ de Soubise ; be will tell yon it is worth twelve^ 
Aat yon may abate oae half. 1 4a|ce oiy lea^# n>y be- 
iavted chM ; yoor brother ie ditpoaed to write to yon« 
ISend me tbegtaeite of your health ; thie is the sonroe of 
my repose, as yon say the fenntaio of yontb with m^e 
mmkM be the eonrce of years; this is an jdee which | 
cfldskkr as weortby of yionr ft-iendahip* 
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rttotti ST. BS sbrtoni to the »A«ie, 

Hill I am omle «i^e» »jr bcmiiM \itx\e aJaler, wkk 
<mr detar maiomi, Mig^ed to find ^r in perfect h»Mk^ 
deltgftitod 10 Bnd myself ia repose H fclie Rock^ aod oyl 
of the phreas)r of the states* imd delighted to rooew mf 
eorres|pottdeiice wttii jou. My fftother has preserved all 
your letters^ wlneh have still to me the charws of no^^ 
ireity* so that it is only dnce yosterik^, that I ba^ 
iMea informed of ail yo« have eaid fespectiagiae. | 
shall neither cotnpltmeat nor thank you for what yoo 
iMve written to my mother and to me, as you toaow 
how sensible I am to the testimonies of your friendsbif^ 
I was soon consoM at not having the deputation, when I 
|»ereetved 1 had «ot been deserted by M. de Chaiioosr 
as I had imagined. You know that I ahvays oompMn 4)f 
crosses; those which have befallen me this year, were 
of -'a nature which it was impossible to foresee ; for it 
18 certain that out of the three powerful men in the pro- 
vince, there wjw not one who was not strenuously my 
friend, and whose interest was not connected with mine 
with regard to the deputation ; so that it was much more 
their business than mine to effect it. M. de Chaoloes, 
tnanBhat d^£strees, and M. de Lav^rdtn, are equally op- 
-ponents to M. de Seignelai, M« de Cavote, and M. do 
ddetlogon ; and were all disposed to deprive their ant»» 
gottiarts of ibt datisfaetton of appointing a deputy^ «id 
'to have one of their own nomination. I was the only 
one they all had in view, and ft was, in fact, their in^ 
tention to appoint me. Marshal d'£strees entertained 
hopes as long as he could; he at length received the 
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mandate he so much drea^d, and which had been ne- 
vertheless determined upon four months before, as I have 
since been informed. You judge rightly that, being 
upon such terms with him, nothing, unpleasant could 
happen to me during the fitting of the states; I tell you 
this^in confidence/ for it would not be proper to publish 
liiafi^at d'fistrees's eatnest desire that M. de SeignekiC 
and the (Viisnds of this minister should i^ succe^ lipon 
this oc6adk>n, though every one is' acquainted with the 
mifibYkderstdiiditig thatt subsists between them. 

I am very happy tO'find that I shaU soon be unde to» 
colonel, -and, perhaps, efe long great- uncle ; not inde6c|. 
to an cffiter of such high rank; but I shall console myself 
for this, a^ the sifiVo^it Camiol be igiven to me witho^* 
yolirishariiVgin it. Adieu, my v^fy beautiful little sister ; 
I aih^g^ng V6 resume my usual aiwcations with my miw 
th^r, amusi^^ her by reading history, and^ taking oare 
orhcr hefthh; and I shall not, in your opinion, hafre 
mucfh^ merit; for the short time she stays, consider^ 
hoW'Wtll shfe is at present. . : ' . ,i . 

'!'. ' ; ' LETTER DCCCCXLIX. * ' ' 

FROM MADAME DE SEVlGNi TO THE SAME. 
• . , TUeRo(;ks, Wednesday, November 23, 1689^ 

How del^hted 1 am,. my dear child,^ that you have take^ 
a ViUle trip to-Livri * !, You, have so often celebrated this 
f^tural' ibere, that if you. bad met me, you, would nojt 
ba3?fi thought any change had taifea pl^ce, not eye|A 
amofig the Sanguins, whom we have so, often seea 
thore, and who ^re now masf^ers of it, and all our ol$i 
furniture.devolved fi:om abbe to al^be, and which will 

• Madame de Grignan inaagincd slie would be dier« upon St. Mar- 
tin's day. 
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long continue in the state you have seen thern^ for this 
abbey is going to be settled as a patrimony in the family. 
You have charming weather, and so have we ; fine sun- 
shine, mild air: madame de Marbeuf cannot help walk- 
ing, though she is not so strong as I am. The abb^ 
Charier and I have been these two days settling with 
the farmer; he is a very honest man ; but as his pre- 
decessor destroyed our estate, nothing but repairs and 
drawbacks stare us in the face, and I shall not receive a 
farthing of the thousand pistoles he owes me, as the 
produce has been applied for the last two years to re- 
storing order ; these are strange accounts; but let this 
console you, as it does me, it will be better in future. I 
highly approve of your having avoided Lambesc, the 
air being infected with the small-pox, a disorder the 
most carefully to be avoided. I shall not be surprised 
if the chevalier, with his complaints, to which the air 
of Paris is so fata), should take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity of spending a winter in your mild climate, now 
he is there; I should rather be astonished, if, finding 
himself better after using the waters of Balaruc, he did 
not ensure the success of those baths, by the tempera- 
ture of the climate, which affords relief to all gouty pa*' 
tients ; so that I am very far from thinking he intends 
to leave you alone. 

I have received compliments from the abbe Bigorr^ on' 
the marquis's having ol)tained a regiment. I have just 
written to the young colonel, and the composition of this 
letter Certainly gave me less trouble than your answer 
to madame de Vaudemont gave you : if absence, joined 
to a still farther separation, has doubled and increased 
the pomp of your gallimatia, you have great reason to 
be out of breath, to wipe your face, and cry halt, like 
M. de la Souche; but you would not be the^nly one 
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wba would have occjwloa to. wipe his face, in attempting; 
tu uodfir&taiid you*: I say this ia jest,, for God always 
bestowed on me sufficient grace to onderstand you per* 
fectly. You amuse yourself with building and finishing 
all your apart ments« that are so commodious and so dif- 
ferent, from the other pompous, ill-finished buildings; 
there is much more reason in what you are doing. You 
ask me what books we are reading. When we have 
company^ reading is laid aside ; but before the meeting 
of the states, we read some little bootor that scarcely 
took us up a moment : — Mahomet II.> who took Con- 
stantinople from the last emperor of the !£ast; this is s^ 
great event, so singular, brilliant, and extraprdin^gyji 
that we arje carried away with it ; and it happen^^. bul 
tiw> hundred and thirty-six year^ ago : — the Coij^ijracji: 
of Portugal, which is v^y fine : the Variat,io|is of ^^ 4^ 
Means: a volume of the History of the Chujrcli« tl^se* 
^ond is too full of the detail of the counpils, and ther^- 
finre might be tedious: /<f« Ic(moclasjtes and the Ai:iani$i9i, 
of Maimbourg ; this author is detestable, his. stylje dis- 
agreeable ; he is always desirous of being satirical, ap4 
compares Arius, a princess, and a courtier, to M. Ar*. 
laauld, madame de Longueville, and Tre^ille: but ^t-. 
ling aside these fooleries, the historical passiiges are ^, 
Tery fine, the council of Nice so admirable* th^X it is^ 
read with pleasure ; and as be beings n& dowJ9, (p Xh^- 
dosius,, we shall find coosol^pn for aU qujp^ evils, in tjtte 
^egaiU »tyl« of M. de Flech iei; t* We h\iim o;fBT oU^ 

* Madame de S^Ign^ here ridicules letters that ace too elaboratelf 
iw U l tB , too much •tttditfd^ and therefoft afeeted ; whia vould ihft not 
hfMM said, could she have foreseen thjs time i^)en aU 4>f v^riou%si;yl^ 
fiiroished fireqnent eswoples of this veiy defect, and, by aifnqig ^^ wK 
and ooveliy, pains were taken to become unintelligible ? 

f Ekprit Flechier, bishop of Nimes, futhor of the Life of 
Theodotioi. 
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feooks : we have once more dipped into the Abbadie, 
and we shall resume it again with my son, who reads 
It admirably ; thus, my dear chHd, the time glides away 
.but too swiftly; it is at present an object of great im- 
portance to me. If 1 had found out tlie source ofyiywr re* 
pose (I never met with so pretty ao expression), if I had 
found it> I should l>e a prodigal of time; as formerly, i 
sua more grieved at the time you have lost in losing the 
county ; I had hoped it would remain with you much, 
longer; tfeis, as you say, was a somcc of justice; Lwish 
it had depended upon the health of the present pope,, 
for nothing is talked of but the soundness of his consti*- 
totion and his activity. 

I huve read at interva]§ the Life of the Duke d*£per-» 
noni w^ir kas^ highly amused roe. You must tell me 
some Lamrbese new»; alas ! will not poor madame d<& 
Janet be Teiy much grieved ? why did not her hosband 
ilsmain peaceably vAth her? what did he intend to do 
m thai cursed gaUey^l The life of man^ is a mere triOe, it; 
]B> seonr orer^ ia allt these histories it' passes so swif^jr^ 
few of the heroes live to my age! but no more (^ tiain 
tlM-vefketiion is sufiiciefit. My sea, hisr dear ^iJk, smd 
flndaMe Maf'beiif, sen^you a thousand remem<braD€ea| 
tkitMjik Charier a thousafid compliments. I am vwiek 
obliged to thi^ Mde ;, he takes upoa him all my buftiaefia 
of LoMPer Britaay., whieh is not iocensidecable, a84 
imhich I could not have done at Paris;, awi ^fter aU 
tliis, my ehtkl> I o»lj ask the happiness of seeiag yam 
tgai^ anA 6ttbraei«g yeu w>itk my whol«> hea£l» 
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LETTER DCCCCL. 



TO THE SAME. 



Th« Rocks, Sundaj, NoTMubeY 27, 1689* 
I HAVE not received your letter; these delays mortify, 
bat do not now alarm me ; I am accustomed to the ca- 
prices of the post. 1 am quite of M. de Courtin's opi- 
nion ; your presence would be very necessary at court 
for your son ; nothing is so certiiin, and this is one of 
the reasons that make us murmur against injpossibilitiesf 
thiH is the cause of ail obstacles and of all disasters. Do 
you recollect when we used sometimes to say, there ii 
nothing so ruinous as the want of money ? we perfectly 
understood each other. But will not the little colonet 
pay you a visit? what can prevent him, after baying 
returned thanks, and paid his court for a short time.* I 
expect to hear from you upon this subject; yoo can- 
never enter too fully into every thing that concerns you 5 
H is my true interest. 

I should also be glad to hear some I^mbesc news, 
and what humiliation M. d' Aries has suffered from the 
wooden arm upon his seat, which did not appear to me 
to touch him ; I am. still of the same opinion. I forgot 
on Wednesday to enclose a note of condolence, wbich I 
bad written to poor madame do Janet. I have sent it 
to Paris, and you will receive it by way of Poirier; T 
find I have some feelings for Provenee, which lead me 
to believe that I shall some day return thither. Ma- 
dame de la Fayette informs me of the preparations she 
is making for her son's nuptials. She has converted her 
little chamber into a cabinet, she has given me an idea 
of it, give me one of you ; I know not what you« or 
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Paulina wears; if I were to see you pass, I should not 
know you. 

We are reading the Life of Tbeodosius; my son.in- 
creases ils value by his manner of reading it; it u 
really, the finest piece of writing J ever met with ; the 
style is admirable; but such a book lasts us only two 
days ; 1 had read it, and yet it was new to me. I ^ould 
be sorry, for instance, if Paulina had no taste for his- 
tory ; romances should only be foils to such productiops, 

.otherwise they are pernicious. Madame de Marbeuf 
accommodates herself to our reading; and we accom-* 
modate ourselves to her card-tpible, when there are per- 
formers : she is a worthy, generous woman, who is ca-« 

.pable of. losing, and who adorer you. The abbe Ch^- 
tier a goAefor a few days tp a living be h^s near Vitre ; 
I really sometimes admire the. goodness of Providence 
towards me;> he is so necessary to n;ie in the business I 
have to.ti^nsact.in Lower Britany« that if he were fit 
presenl^ at .Lyons^ as he ought naturally to be,,! know 
not what I should do. 

Madame de Chaulnes has received a brief from ber 
friend the pope, conceived in the most obliging terms 
possible. Popes do not usujilly allow that they are in- 

. debled for their exaltation to any one ; but you will 
find that his present holiness does not hesitate to say 
that he owes it to the ambassador according to the king's 

. intentions. I enclose you a copy of this brief; my son 
says it is badly translated, but the sense is good« The 
abb^ Bigorre has sent me the holy father's picture; I 
doubt not that he will send you one. also; his counte- 
nance promises longevity. If Avignon had been held 
upon his life, it would have rt^mained with us a consi- 
derable time : but that chwl to die at the end of the 6rst 
year ! you, however, made so good a use of that «oiiictf 
of all justice, that I thought heaven would preserve il 
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-for you; botve are not acquainteil with tbc secrets 
of that country; the only certainty is, that we must 
vibtnit to them. Coulanges f^aid h4s complimeDts to the 
-pope 4n Italian : ho was in «he circleef the^rst audience, 
^hed the ambaseador w«8 accompanied through the 
'Itfeets by 'fifty coaches, anda f^at crowd of people; 
*it 'Was a very fine aiglity and after having received from 
the^pe every paternal attention in pi:d»Vic» he was 
«httt op with his hoKness lwo> iMMm in bis cloaet ; what 
'passed ^s still a eecret CJoslao^es. tben paid hi» abort 
compliment, ihe holy iktb^* answered witb«iBudi'9o«d 
humour and politeness; he tokl him he bad hoani of 
inadame de Coulanges, and that she^muftt come le Borne 
with madame de Chaulnes; ibis will not be forgotten. 
'A pretty girl said a ridionloos thing the other day at 
Bennes, very much in the style of madamo de Con* 
langes's epigrams. You know M. de la Tnemoutllewitih 
his fine figure and plain face; iie waslooktngat anoifaar 
'lady, -to whom he was playing -off the lover, and turncNl 
his back upon her; instead of being embairassed, ahe 
said with great sprrghtliness, 'f It zs certmnly to me he is 
making love." Isnot this raadamede Coulangea liecscif ? 
But such sallifs are agreeable every where, when tb«y 
are natural. These are trifles, indeed, my dear child ; 
-we might enter upon more serious subjects ; but -they 
• would be melancholy, and we are very distant /from 
each other : you know how sensibly they, alfect me ; 
this is enough for a day in which I have notfaing^o 
answer. Inform roe what the ma9or-fenerals sell their 
regiments for. Adieu, my best and dearest child ; tell 
me a few particulars of your health in thegasette style; 
fDr you have countries, alas! which were formerly moch 
ravaged ; give me some account of them ; I cannot re- 
flect upon former times without emotion, and gratitude 
to God. 
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LETTER DCCCCLI. 

TO THE SAME* 
The Rocks, Wednescl^, NovembCT 00, 1«8». 

'HoW fnuch 1 am obliged to you for having sent we M. 
tie Saint P<raanges*s letter! It is a pleasure ta see, really 
'to s^, ail attestation of the wisdom and merit of our 
hiarquis, fohned Expressly for this age; you are not 
fbf gotten In it : I atn delrghtfed at havhigread this tetter, 
ahd I Tiettkm it ^oo with a thousand thanks. I have no 
^doui^t that yttu will be allowed to sell the marquis's com- 
pany, arid I wait for this joyilil event. 

I always interest myself in what concerns the ch^e- 
valrer; not beeavse he amusies himself vvith reading 
-and Hkiiig my Ifettersf; on the contrary, I take the 
tib^tty of'faughiilg at him for this; but because his 
head is Very well tiirned, and agrees ivonderfoHy well 
With his heart: but how is it, since he is fond of this 
•^nd of reading, that he does not give hhnself the 
pleasure of perusing your letters before you send then! ? 
They are truly worthy of his attention. When I show 
'them to my son and his wife, we feel their beartity. 
My friend Goebriac saw the passage respecting La 
• Mbtitbrun the other day ; it very much surprised him ; 
it was 'a lively and amusing picture. In short, my 
child, it is fortunate that my letters please you ; how 
often otherwise would you be tired I M. de Grignan 
has not then lent me his assistance in that, where I 
spoke of the masterly stroke of having deprived the 
pope-maker of the nomination of deputies for the go- 
vernor of Britany. I am sure that^neither the chevalier 
nor you could fail to be convinced of the truth of 
what I said : that blood which circulates so warmly in 
the chevalier's veins, could not be frozen with rf'gard to 
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the interests of great lords and governois of piovlncw. 
I also hope that he has adopted my santiments upon iht 
ill-judged pride of the archbishopric of Aries, for the 
archbishop is out of the question; but I perhaps flat- 
ter myself in vain upon these occasions: I should^ 
faowever, like this ingenuousness, if united to so many 
good things ; and, if it were jn my favour, I should 
be quite proud of it. Let us now talk of his gout and 
fever; they seem to reign alternately, the gout in the 
room of fever, the fever in the room of gout ; he may 
choose ; and I am of your opinion, that the reigning 
power is always the most disagreeable ; in «hort, it is a 
great misfortune that such a man should be obliged to 
keep his bed. 

. So then you were struck with an expression of madame 
de la Fayette's, blended with so much friendship^. 
Though I say to myself that this is a truth which should 
not be forgotten, 1 confess I was all astonishment at it ; 
for I yet feel no sort of decay that puts me in mind of 
it. I cannot, however, refrain from calculating and 
reflecting, and I find that the conditions of life are very 
hard. It seems to me thatl have been dragged against 
ray will to the fatal period, when old age must be en- 
dured ; I see it, I, have attained it ; and i would, at 
least, contrive not to go beyond it, not to advance in 
the road of infirmities, pain, loss of memory, disfigure' 
merits which are ready to lay hold of me; and 1 hear 
a voice which says. You muist go on, in spite of your- 
self; or, if you will not, you must die, an alternative 
at which nature recoils. Such, however, is the fate of 
those who have reached a certain period : but a return 
to the wiil of God, and to that universal law which is 



♦ This expression wa^, « You are oW." Sit the letter of the 8tb 
"October. 
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imposed upon us, re9t9ro6: reason to its pUce> and makes 
us call in patience to our aid : summon it also* ; my 
dearest child; and let not your too afTectionate heart 
excite you to 9hed tears which reason must coi^derati. • 
I had no great difficulty in refusing the oQers of my. 
friends; I had only to answer thenii Paris, is in Pro^ 
vence, as you said, Paris is in, Britany; but it is extra- 
ordinary that you should feel it iq the same way. I did* 
Pans, then, is so. truly in Provence with respect :to- 
me, that I would not this year be; any wh^re else than 
where I am. Passing the winter at the Rocks sounds ter- 
rific : alas ! my child; it is the most agreeable thing in 
the world ; I sometimes lau^h, and say. This, then, is 
what is called passing a winter in the woods. Madame 
de Coulanges said to ipe, the. other day, Leave your damp 
^cks ! Damp ! I replied : you are damp, if you please ;* 
Brevf^nes is d^p, but we are upon an. eminence ; you: 
might as well say. Your damp Monimartre. When thet 
tun shines, it penetrates, on every side into these 
woodjsj^ it is a dry soil, exposed to the direct rays of 
the meridian sun, so tha^ the most delicate constitution 
could not take cold ; and the se.tting sun has a fine- 
effect from the end of a long grove : when it rains, we 
have a good room, a good fire, and two card-tables: 
this is now the case, as we have a good deal of com- 
pany, who do not interrupt me, for I do as I please; 
when we have none, we are still better oil; as reading 
affords a pleasure superior to every other. Madame de 
Marbeuf is very good; she enters into our taste; but 
she will not always be with us. I wished to tell you 
this, that your friendship might b^ at rest 

My daugbterrin-law is delighted with what you s^ 
of her ; I make no secret of it, and she desires me t«, 
tay every thing that is kind and. grateful, in return for 
the praises you bestow on her. M. Courtin's frieiidsbiii 

VOL. VIIL • ^ I 
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for yon, claims numy ftma me ; be is an importanC 
friend, and not afraid of speaking in your behalf; 
but this is not a very proper time to request fayours 
and gratifications, when considerable augmentations are 
aaked on every side. Tell me what pensions are re* 
tvenched ; not, I tmst, M. de 6rignan% or a I^feiin's i 
If so, I she^l be in despair. You will see M. du Plessis ; 
he has written to me, and gives me to understand that 
his domestic plan does not succeed ; and that instead of 
being comfortable and independent, as he expected, he 
has thought of nothing but quitting his house; so that 
lie will be with M. de Vins, in Provence, for two months. 
He will relate bis griefii to you ; he seems to have been 
taken in with respect to interest ; I am very sorry for 
k; tell me what you learn from him. You certainly 
ought to send me M. de Grignan's s^ech; as he it 
satisfied with it, I shall be still more so* Tell him bow I 
awnmoned him to my aid, and upon what occasion^ You 
spare me very much in your letters, I am aware of it ; 
you pass slightly over things that are unpleasant^ but I 
i»el them as much as you do. It is a great comfort 
^lat the chevalier is with you ; he is the only person in 
whom you can confide, and the only 0De that can be 
more affected than yourself at what concerns you ; he 
hMWs how worthy I am to talk with him upon this 
Subject: we are so much in the same interest, that a 
natural union' must necessarily subsist between us. A 
thousand kindnesses to my dear Paulina ; I hare a very 
good opinion of her little sprightliness^ and her curtseys t 
you. love her, you amuse yourself with her ; this de» 
lights me ; she answers your questions very humorously. 
Good heavens! my dear child, when will the time 
come that I shall see and embrace yon, and ^at dear 
child also? I long for this period ; I will inform you of 
^e first prospect I have of it. 
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LETTER DCCCCUL 

TO THE SAME. 

J[ TBAUR you for your latter ef the 24th of NavsenM* 
ber ; it ift full of oonfideRco and IrittuithSpi tad ta*- 
fovms me of ^hmt I wkhed to know* I toM you thait 
1 shovpod my son ooly suoh letters as I cfaoM he 
«faoiild tee ; this is certainly one of the aumfoer* We 
-had some etttsible people here the other day^ who, 
Ml reai&g what ^relates to ye«r son's regimen^ in 
the 'gaaetl% immediately exclaimed that the yomag 
^^okmel -would be of tto expense to his fiither and 
mother; and that his two uncles, who were such great 
lovds> wduld' certainly support hms. I cooldnot help 
sfaniggfi^ my shouUem kitemaliy, and left them to 
itdtik as the^ pleased* You oaanot surprise mo in 
apoakiag •of the chevalier^s friendship and kindneso^; 
idiey are gmat indeed : it is he^ I find, who wishes to 
furnish you with the means of paying him.; this is a 
mi^ttlar stratagem ; but the difficulty eoteists in find- 
ing, the money, though the security is good* Why 
coald not M. de la Garde procure you this trifling sum? 
I find fault with every one ; no one exerts himself 
aoffieiently. Would to God I were possessed 6£ a small 
transferable sum ! I would soon send it to you ; hot I 
have nothing but Tile lands that produce stcmcs instead 
4>f bread. I am, therefore, golod for notlung hot t^ 
tidk» to find iault with what is amiss, to pity yon^ and 
&el keenly your vaisfortunes ; alas I you see the jreitt; 
miuiyetyou $te noMngt naiAer do L I conjure yon to 
let me know the sequel of thesQ important and urgent 
affairs : be not afraid of afflicting me ; my sorow is 
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greater when 1 suffer alone> and am only informed of 
things generally. Your assembly, I find, is to sit only 
a fortnight, and oar states three weeKs : their sittings 
will hereafter be still shorter, for %he only object now is 
th^ free gift. M. d'Aix ought to be satisfied that M. 
d'Arl^ has resigned his place to him : can this be called 
pride ? . It is sb, howeVer, and is highly gratifying to 
the archbishop of Aix. These two prides, one of whom 
remams, and the other who goes away, w»H agree very 
well together. If M. d'Arles thinks- he has caught M. 
d'Aix, he will be sure of success, for he always con<> 
ibnods his enemies upon these terms; ' I know not whe* 
ther I shall be. in a humour to write to M. d^Aix upon 
this abbey ; it is not better than my jcompliment. 
Tell me all that follows; and when you have found 
money to pay the chevalier out of his own estnte — ^di, 
how easy it is to comprehend this feeling! I am im^ 
over-much pleased with the prudent LaGarde; I donot 
find that generosity and gratitude are virtues he muck 
firactises; I wish they had their turn with the rest. 
Let me know when you have leave to sell the marquis's 
company. 

How good it is of you to form Paulina's mind, and to 
teach her to dance ! You will improve her more tbftn 
Desairs ; she has only to look at yoo, and imitate you. 
Is she tall ? is she graceful ? I thank her for not having 
confounded me with the grandmothers she hates: thank 
Heaven, I escape ! I very much approve the regimen 
and preservative which she takes, by her confessor's 
prescription, against the Pastor Fido; it is like the 
rhubarb aiid marmalade which I saw madame de Pom- 
ponne,take before dinner; but she afterwards ate champi- 
gnons andsallad, and adieu to the marmalade: you, dear 
Paulina, are to make the application. But do you hot' 
adore your dear and excellent mamma ?-Doyou not think 
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jonrself trappy in- seeing h«r> looking at h*r, listening 
to her, and bearing her? Each of these words has its 
degree. 1 know not, my dear child, where M. de 
Grignan is, or where you are> or where the chevalier 
is : yon talked of a journey to Lambesc ; the air of the 
smalUpox always alarms me. Pay my compliments as 
you can ; accept my son's ; his mf€ wHi not write to 
yoQ till you have obtained permission to sell your com- 
pany f she looks to the main chance : she is charmed 
with your friendship and approbation. Madame de 
Marbeuf is still here, and the abbe Charter; this is just 
the company we like : they send you a hundred thousand 
Qompliments. We have fine weather, 4nd we walk ; I 
wear your cloak, which I very much like, and it does 
tne both honour and profit; it is admired and praised : 
it is aprttentfrom mydanghter. Do not imagine that I 
am in a dark solitary wood, witli an owl upon my head ; 
thb 'is not the idea : nothing passes so insensibly as a 
winter in the country ; the prospect of it is Worse than 
the reality. My health is still very good, give me a 
circumstantial account of yours. 

LETTER BCCCCLIII. r 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, December 7, 1$89. 
i HAVE told you, my dear child, that when once we 
are settled in the country, the months of November 
and December are not difficult to pass. Your north 
wind, however, greatly terrifies me; we have no such 
tempests here. I would not have you lose any of the 
good company that is now with you ; and I could wish, 
if the chevalier's health be not restored this winter, 
that he would spend it with you rather ^han in ha little 
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ffaamber tl PBrm: ilus w9o14 l^a confert io y«a 
iMtk* Voir ape rescdved then to pom the winter at 
Qtigftanj ka^ang tll« game t» M. d'Aisy and aetting 
forth th^ leasoBS which preyeat y<mr holding y«ar 
«Qtirt at Aix for three or ibur nonths aa was enalonary 
with M. de Grigaan. Sat 4^ yon not hope to see yoilr 
son this yviBifit ? I canaot eoneeive thai aay thiAg caa 
preTent hie comiag to yea. My son and I wene ad« 
wrings the other day« hour you had pushed him feC'* 
ward ia Iife« in^ order t^ fix him in the station that wa« 
so proper for hini« the cononand of his uncle's r^(i» 
aMot: all this has been yery happily brought about* 
and M. de Gtrignaa crowded all in sending him to make 
the first campaign at Philipsbargh^ which cast you so 
many tears. The academy^ the musketeers* and eyen 
the company of light horse» could nat kaaa adf anced 
him so much as these three sieges with the dau|»hMU 
and the cont!i«»i<m so prettily and so coolly recsiy^ : 
in short* our utmost wishes have been hitherto accom* 
plished ; may God support and conduct the rest. 

Madame de Vins has written to me respecting the 
regiment ; like a true friend^ she is delighted : she in- 
forms me that M. de Vins has taken M. du Plessis wiUi 
him ; this I knew, and told yea ; you will see him* and 
he will acquaint you with his grieyances. It is easy to 
see that the poor man has been imposed upon ; this is a 
pity ; but maipriage should not be ei^aged in so incon- 
sideri^kely. The weather has been tremendous for these 
six days past. There are now two card^tables in my 
apartment* occupied by madame de Marbeuf* the abbii 
Charier* and others: this is yery well; when they are 
gone* we shall resume our bodes with pleasure. My 
Jhealth still continues good* you talk yery superficially of 
yours; how are your spirits* your skle* your colic? 
In short* are you handsome ? for that determines alK 
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LETTER DCCCCUV. 

TO THE SAME. 

lite RocIb, Sunday, December 11, 168^. 
I BEGIN by exchiming against the six dcniets; a sum I 
IkiTe never heard mentioned since the loan of the miser 
in MoHere's play* I suppose you meant to say six and 
a Aolfper cent, which I have heard of in Prorence; 
but the former sum is so usurious, that I do not think a 
notary would draw up a contract upon such terms : it would 
be paying 1606 livres 13 sols for 1 0,000 livresj which is 
not at all in the usual course of loans : in short, I stand 
in need of an explanation, for I cannot believe you at 
ihe first word. I agree with you in regard to the rea- 
sons that urge you more than all the bailiffs in Christen- 
dom to pay the chevalier, not only in part, but the two 
thousand pistoles*; nothing can be more just; I am 
quite of your opinion. 

Like you, I have 'found all we have thought and feU, 
with regard to the little abbey, very singular. Such a 
turn of i^ncy seldom occurs : you may call it childish* 
weakness, or whatever you please ; but it is certain that 
these Sanguins, this Vitleneuve, the idea of old Pavinf, 
our ancient acquaintances, are so confounded with our 
garden and forest, that it appears to me like the same 
thing, and not only as if we had lent it to them, but as 
f f it wer6 stilt our own, since we are certain of finding 
our furniture, and the same persons we so frequently 

• • The price of the legiment. 

t Denis Sanguin de Saint-Pavin, one of the moit plcwtng: poet» of 
hi» UiQfiji died in 1679. 
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•aw there. In short, my child, we deser?ed Lirri on 
account of the love we had, and still have, for that de- 
lightful retreat. 

You praise me too highly for the quiet life I lead 
here ; nothing gives tne pain but your absence. If it 
be necessary to raise the value of this retreat, to give 
courage to certain people, I consent ; but otherwise, 
you forget that Paris is in Provence for me, that every 
thing is equal to me, that I could not pass my time 
better, and that I do not deserve praise for this jour- 
ney, but for the one I took when I left you at Paris^ 
and which maternal tenderness and polic}', and the last 
commands of the good abbe, to restore to my son the 
lands I had enjoyed, compelled me to take, five or six 
years ago. It was this that gave me real sorrow, be- 
cause I quitted you ; for which I was deservedly pun- 
ished by a narrow escape from being drowned, and a 
sore leg. At present, my love, my expenses sleep, or 
rather slumber, for 1 have always my house and little 
household at Paris, and am at some expense here; but 
all this is so trifling, that I find means to remit some 
money, which is a relief to my mind, and calls those 
■ch arming virtues, which you so highly extol, into 
action. When I have settled, as I hope to do, my 
affairs in Britany, I shall think of nothing but going to 
meet you. I shall pass through Paris, which is the 
theatre of all nations, and perhaps, by that time, you 
will think of coming thither. In short, we shall see 
what Providence ordains with respect to our plans ; 
we must do as well as we can till the autumn of 90.. 
The journey of my son and his wife to Bourbon, seems 
to me like a vision. This, my dear child, is all I can 
say to you to-day. 

The little colonel has written to me, to his uncle, and 
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hiicousin^ to inform us of his prombtioiu He ha4 
«ot yet received our congratulatory letter. He own* 
that he is delighted to find himself at the head of such 
a handsome troop, and to be able to say, my regiment; 
that this is somewhat juvenile, but he is only eighteeil. 
He tells us hovv the last years of his life have been 
hurried on ; I would send you this letter, but I like it so 
much, that I am unwilling to part with it* YoU seem 
to be more appreheiistve for me, at being the giandam 
of a colonel, than of a captain of cavalry : you carry 
your afl^ctioh too i^r, my dear countess ; I have more 
courage than you* have, and I would \tiliirigly be so to 
a^married colonel; if he were to have a son by the end 
of the yeir, Tshould be delighted. We should accus- 
tom ourselves to'think of the worst that can h^appen; 
there are some pas^ges in your letters,, upo^ this sub- 
ject; so affectionate and so natural, that they call forth 
a gratitude and tenderness that are not easily described; 
vre must say, as you do sometiiiaes, God knows it, 

I have spoken to you of madame de Coulanges, but 
what you say is more to the purpose. It is true that 
this sin of hers will not- fail to find indulgence ; she wiH 
turn this new friend (Alexander Vill.) to whatever pur- 
pose she pleases; and he will, fbr some time, be the 
biest piece in her purse; but I give you back your own 
words, " She is my • friend, you know it well ; you 
will not betray me.'' Madame de la Fayette informs 
me that madame de Coulanges is in a good rbadf, and 
that she will eijdeavour to get into one also, as soon ai 
her son is married. Tell me; my dear countess, how 

* The young maichioness de S^ignd diought herself too little' to bt 
called 4IJU71/. 

f, That is, that she was becoming religious, bj giving a few hoars 
less to the world, and a few more to the church and directors of con- . 
science. 
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.^otx contrii^ to pass th« mini/^t i^ yonr chiblfiw, iipo» 
tbyal mffmtfMOt with burricaoes that make <me tremble. 
M* de Qrignan wili very n^i^ vegret the lo«& of m«r 
4»me d'Oppede's chArmiiig society. For my part, 1 mfc 
quietly to the grave, in these woods : I sometimes do 
not stir out of my room for a whole week. I aever 
thmk of it when it rains; and when it is fine, it is like 
fommer, on account of the fkieness of the soil ; ior the 
bst two days, the sun has been warm and brilliant; it 
is very mild ; this is the weather in which I walk. At 
length, you would approve my conduct ; what can be 
more comprehensive thaii this ? For three wedcs past 
we have had very pleassmt and accommodating vi/s^tors ; 
I mean, the abbe Charier and madame de MarbeuC 
They leave us to-norrow: they send you a thousand 
thousand compliments ; I could have wished that you 
had answered the first, but you did not suppose they 
would have staid here so long. Cards enliven a bouse; 
I fear that yours have cost you some money, as well as 
M. de Grignan, for I know your ill luck. 
' I have bee9 much surprised that your province should 
m> consider^ly have increased its present to the king : 
;^rhe^ Af • de Grignan entered upon his pfi^ce, it was only 
e. hundred thousand crown9» and aftec the Qrst year, it 
wee five hinidred thousand. We have received an edict 
Irom Pari? inspecting the tontine. The king, the daur 
pbin^ and Monsieur, have $ent all their plate to themint^ 
^bic^wUl produce some millions, and furnish money^ 
mhkik was very much wanted. You calculate iA the 
midBt of your disorder, my dear chilc|» and turn your 
thesis in every possible way ; this shows a vein of the 
iolid understanding of tbe-po<^ weriby; il is- always 
much better to know wl^at we are doing, than to Mve as 
if we were blind, deaf, and dumb. 
By the bye, talking of deafness, I entreat you to make 
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die chevalier dread as moeh as I do, this sort of ftunily 
disottfer. Another by the bye, respecting family: M. 
de Lammgnon has obtained the reversion of M. de.Ne- 
inond's post; it belonged to the late first president; the 
king has wrought this miracle ; for William thought that 
the word reocrsion would kill him. I am delighted that 
•ur neighbour^ has at length obtained this place, and 
will not die in his own. Your son is in a strange place, 
Kg^mt^LatOem f ; if this were a Breton word, it could 
not be worse. He tells us he is going to apply himself 
to reading; he is right, for it is a disgraceful thing to 
be Ignorant ; since he loves war, he must like the his- 
tories that treat of it ; advise him to employ his time 
usefully while he remains in that strange city. But will 
he not pay you a visit I I shall be as much surprised a6 
you to see him once more a firebrand with the tone of a 
commander: God preserve him. 

FROM M. DB siviGNE. 

I AH quite of your opinion^ my dear little sister; I as- 
sure you, I think no more of the deputation, since, to 
obtain it, I must have again become a courtier or a 
warrior. It was not properly settled, that, in order to at* 
tain this dignity, one of these qualities was absolutely 
necessary ; and the moment I found it was so, 1 thought 
of nothing but retiring from the post to which I had 
been appointed, and returned more pleased than ever with 
my humble retreat ; but I do not give up the pleasure of 
paying you a visit, which I long for more impatiently 

* Chrbtiaii Fiancis de Lamoignon, son of William de Lsmoignon, 
fint president of die pailiainent of Paris, was advocate-general, and a£- 
tomrda president i mortier to the padiamentof fi^. 

t A town of Germany in the Lower Palatinate, upon the little ri?er 
Lauter, It is alsox^died^GBe^ieiitei^ 
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than I can express. Madame de Maaron * talks of a 
journey to Bourbon, as a settled things and intends to 
tak^ her daughter and me with her : this journey does 
not yet foi^m any part of my mother's plan ; we shall see 
how Providence will arrange them both. I am glad 
that you are satisfied with your Mster-in-law; I can 
assure you 1 envied her very much the pleasure of my 
mother's society, which I should infinitely have prefer* 
ed to, the mad gaieties of the states. We have paid our 
compliments to the new colonel, who has also written 
to ns very prettily, to inform us of his new dignity; he 
seems as proud of it as a young man of his age must 
naturally be. God knows how heartily I wish him suc- 
cess; I wish it as much as I do health to his father, 
whom I embrace most affectionately, and you too, my 
lovely little sister. 

LETTER DCCCCLV. 

TO THE SAME. ' 
TUe Rocks, Wednesday, December 14, 1689. 

If the chevalier read your letters, he would not seek 
for amusement in those that come from such a distance. 
What you told me the other day of Livri, — which we 
have lent to M. Sanguin, allowing him even to make a 
fountain there, — this whole passage, the one concerning 
madame de Coulanges, and even your expressions of 
regard, are animated and agreeable. I admire the 
sprightliness of your style in the midst of so much 
thorny, perplexing, overwhelming business; reatty, my 
dear child, all the admiration is due to you^ and not 
to me. I am alone like a violet, easily concealed; I 
bold no place, no rank in the world, except in your 

• M. d« S^viguf t mothefwin-bw. 
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heart, which I esteem more than all the rest, and in 
the hearts of my friends. What I do i» not difficult 
to perform ; but for you, in the rank yow hold, in the 
roost brilliant and most populous province in France, to 
unite economy with the magnificence of a governor, jt 
scarcely credible, and I cannot belreve it will laH long, 
particularly with your son's expenses, which everyday 
increase. As these thoughts often di^orb mf repose; I 
fear that you, being nearer the abyss, are still more sub^ 
ject to painful refiections; this, my dear countess, is my 
only grief, for solitude is not at all irksome to me., Our 
pleasant visitors have left us ; I have, at the' same time; 
driven away my son and his wife ; the former is gone to 
his aunt's, the other to pay a long-neglected visit. I 
have sent them both their different ways; this has 
pleased me highly: we shall meet again in two days, 
and shall relish each other's society the more. I am not 
indeed alone, for I am beloved in this country ; I had a 
visit yesterday from two very pleasant men, both itfb- 
Unists ; I was not tired of them. I have books, work* 
men, fine weather ; if my dear child were more com- 
fortable, what, with the hope of seeing her again, could 
I desire ? 

I have written to the marquis, though I had before 
paid hnn my compliment8|of congratulation r I entreat 
him to read in that gloomy garrison, where he has no- 
thing to do ; I tell him that since he is fond of war, it 
is unnatural to have no inclination to see books on the 
subject, and to be acquainted with jpersons who excel- 
led in the art. 1 scold him, I torment him, and I hope 
we ^hall work a reformation: this will be the first door 
he ever refused to open to us. I am not so uneasy at 
his being fond of his bed, knowing he will never fail in 
what concerns his fame, as I am at his being fond of 
gaming. I point oat that this is certain rain : if be 
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ptejTi but Iktfe^ he can. loMibnk Utiles bnl it it a «mal1 
ran t^t makes os wet through : if he pftys often, he 
wiU find himself dscej^ed, he must jpsLj, smd if he has 
BO money, he must either Unrfieit his wioffct <Kr break in 
upon his necessary expenses. We are unkidcy too from 
ignorance; for, without being dieated, it happens that 
we almost constantly lose. In short, my child, it would 
be a bad thing both for htm, and for you, who would 
feel the effects of it. The marquis, therefore, would be 
fiMTtutiate to have a taste for reading, like Baulina, who 
IB channed to learn and improve. Delightful, happy 
disposition ! Irhich places us out of tlM reach, of. ennui 
and idleness, two hateful monsters. Romances are soon 
read ; I eould wish Paulina to have some order in the 
choice of histories, that she would begin at one end, and 
finish at the other, and thus acquire a slight but gene* 
ral knowledge of every thing* Do you say notiiing to 
her respecting geography ? We will resume this conver-^ 
sation another time. D'Avila^ is admirable, but we 
like him better when we are a little acquainted with 
what leads to that period, such as Lewis XII. Fmnois I. 
and so on. It is your place,, my child, to govern and 
correct ; it is your duty, and you know it. With re*" 
spect to every thing else, I have no doubt that in a very 
short time you will make her very amiable and pleas* 
ing ; good sense, and an earnest desire of obliging you^ 
are sufficient. 

You tell me you expected M. de Vins to dinner ; had 
you not been apprised of it, you would have been asto- 
nished to see M. du Plesirfs behind him : he will relate 
bis grievances to you ; he has told them to me in part^ 
and led me to expect the remainder. He seems to me 

* Author of a HUtory of the Civil Wars of France, v^iich contains 
an tlie memorable events from tUe d^th of Henry II. in 1559> to the 
pasctof VMsa ia 169et 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MADlAMft »i aariGNE. 90$ 

iimtUiti and di^^ wiOi re^ifd to foytoo), aod has so 
gEe«t an htelinatioii to be rid oi bis Dorimcna, that I 
«ouU gueM the rest» tboiigh h^ has aafturqd me ber 
honour Ips kt no way ioapieached; God grant it may be 
so! This is very foolish nevertheless; £or there are 
thmgs which should be undertaken seriously and pru^ 
dently ; ft>r instance, marriage. M. de la Fayette wasmac* 
ried the day befi>re yesterday, (Monday the 12th) and 
was to return to dinner at his mother's, and to sleep at 
M. de Marillac's ; supposing then, as I believe, there is 
a young countess de la Fayette, you may think you 
hear your son say, " I have been dancing all night 
with madame de la Fayette; I have played at battle- 
dore, and a thousand other games, with her; I have 
run races with her/' How this would surprise you ! The 
young countess is very lively, and the marquis is one of 
her first friends. Our madame de la Fayette approves 
and wishes to imitate every thing the chevalier does ; 
she loves and esteems him , but the chevalier's miser- 
able goiit raiders him proud, and almost insensible to 
all my friend's advances. Here is a great deal of idle 
eha^ my dear child; but I know you like it, and are 
not sorry that you have given me an afternoon's amuse- 
ment, 

LETTER DCCCCLVL 

TO TH£ SAME. 
The Rocks, Sunday, December 18, 1689. 

NoBLB lady, have I Qot done well to send you the 
apostolic love-letter of the holy father to madame de 
Chaulnes? You make me remark, that he does not 
mention th^ Holy Ghost in the election of a pope; I 
had only observed the sincere avowal he makes of being 
indebted to J^s^e 9iid the ^ps^^t^ddor for his elec- 
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tion ; this alone, added to the praises and friendship 
with which he honours oar duchess, appeared to me 
worthy of attention. I have no fear that the Holy- 
Ghost will be offended at being so little celebrated in 
the conclave; he knows very well, and so do we, that 
it is he who creates them : we, the disciples of provi- 
dence, are not to be deceived, and we know by how 
niany ways, how many agents, and how many wills, he 
constantly performs what he determines. I have a high 
^opinion of the letter you are writing to Mi Selletier, 
without knowing either the particulars or the subject; 
and 1 am persuaded that you make a very good use of 
this Holy Ghost, which has deprived you of Avignon. 
Your soil appears to me an officer of great consequence; 
his place is enviable, and surpasses what you could have 
expected at his age ; all the measures were so just and 
so well taken, that not a moment' has been lost ; no 
crosses, but the most agreeable circunsstances, have at* 
tended him ; in short, my dear, if you are not satisfied, 
I know not what will please you, and ihis company 
which you are going to sell seems to crown the whole^ 
I plainly perceive that the marquis will remain some 
time at Caselouter : these winter wars are sometimesas 
useful as campaigns; we make ourselves known r- the 
neighbourhood of Mentz is a confidential post; you 
wrote in this idea, since you have scruples about the 
courage which you display by your fire-side; it is the 
chevalier's society that has given you this martial dbpo- 
sition. I can fancy I see the poor gentleman with his 
paws across, like the lion with which you paid yoor 
court so well to the prince ; but I am convinced that a 
winter in Provence, under your fine sun, vrU benefit 
his health surprisingly. I know, at least, that the last 
winters he spent at Paris were very severe. We have 
hitherto no reason to complain of this ; there has been 
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no snewy no glazed frost, but fine siinshine: I walk 
every day, the woods are still very pleasant, and every 
thing so well planted and arranged, that it seems as if 
the leaves had fallen only that the sun might shine 
through the. avenues, and that we might epjoy oar 
rambles. I sung the other day, 

Pour qui, cruel Hiver, gardes^tu tes ngueurs i * 

. 1 was delighted id find that it Was not for yoti ; but 
kt us wait the conclusion, for you know that from thri 
^extremity of the horizon, may come the most Juriotts qf 
the dreadful children of the North "^i you are but too weH 
acquainted with him, he has committed dreadful nt- 
Vages with you; bat, under the name of Bise J, con- 
tinue to enjoy his absence; this is a great advantage; 
¥oa have given me an idea of a sound sleep, at the end 
of a long walk, which has very much pleased me; for 
in the number of thoughts that may agitate yoa« I am 
always afraid of your having no sleep after four in Xht 
morning, as I know has often been the case with you; 
such warm blood would but ill agree with Provence; I 
xannot recommend too strongly to you the care of yout 
health, if you value mine, which is still excellent. I 
thought M. du Plessis would surprise you behind M. de 
Vins ; here I expected you would be caught ; but to be 
close-shaved, with large dirty boots, is a ridiculous con^ 
trast. He baa written to me from Grignan; and is de- 
lighted with your goodness, your magnificence, and the 
charms of your little Paulina. What harmony there is 
throughout her person ! what an animated countenance ! 
what becoming vivacity ! what fine blue eyes, with black 
eye-lashes ! what a graceful easy figure ! she must either 

• For whom, cruel Winter, dost thou reserve thy rigours? 
•f Fn>m La Fontiune's fabl& of the Oak and the^Recd«. 
X The north-east wind. 
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lie ilriking or veiy iateteskiDg;! Inow not exoetlf which ; 
pray teU me, 

WhftI say you to the example ^e king has set of 
melting down all hif beauti&l pli^ I Oar dochefis da 
Iiiide is quite in despair, she has sent hen; madame dk 
Chaulnes her table andcandlestiek-stenda; and nadamt 
de Lavardin the plate fromRome> convinced that her hus- 
band will not return there again: see if you can do any 
thiag upon this occasion. I send yeu a t^tor &oqi M. 
du Plessis, ia order to fix your imagiaation; do not d^ 
pear to haye seen it, nor mention it to him; conSne yiMW 
censures to deceit and mercenary Tiews> but aay not a 
word of the cow and the caiff. I sincerely pity the po<« 
man: matrimony is a very dangeious disorder; IhaA 
rather drink, 

I coq14 not comprehend h^w my letter to medwng de 
Janet could find its way back; the reason ia excellent; 
I will keep it for the first time her husband dies, lor I 
could say nothing else upon the occasion. You scold 
nxe for taking what you say too seriously; yet who 
f ou)d suppose that a man in Provence, where yoiu are» 
could be well, when you assure me he is dead? I shall 
lie more careful in future, even at a less distance than 
Provence. I have corrected you, at least,, with regard 
to the commissions. I make them at the moment, and 
this is not like poor Janet's case, in which there is n^ 
loss but that of a letter. My dear child, I recommend 
you to take care of yourself, at these critical times; 
keep yourself quiet, if you love me. My son and his 
wife are both returned from their excursions ; they ap-» 
pear so glad to find me here, that I pity them for having 
left me. My daughter«in*law has got the head-ache; 
she was overturned in her little journey, and received 
some bruises, and two of her beautiful horses, which 
were taken off, are lost, and no tidings are yet beard of 
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tbeoi : my iMH is vary much vexad. Tbe liltk hoMsehold 
is in afltetion* They will write to you on WeduAsday. 



LETTER DCCCCLVII. 

TO THE 8AMB. 

TheRocb» Vftintad^j, December ai, 1619. 
I oo backs my dear ceuatess, to the place where I left oflT 
oa Sunday. The beautiful little horses galloped away, 
wiUieui Btopping for a considerable time, like youth 
when it is not hekl with a tight rein. At length, one 
was found at Vitr^, in a iaxm: the people at Yitre were 
astonished at seeing this little creature at night, in a 
great heat, completeljT harnessed; and wished to gain 
some intelligence of her, respecting my son. Do you 
recollect the circumstance of Rinaldo's horse, which 
Orlando found running with hi» harness without his . 
n^aster? What an aifliction! he knew not of whom to 
Inquire; at length, he addressed himself to tbe horse : 
XHmmi ctmulgc/uU, ch€ di Binaldo, il iuo oaro 9ignore^ i 
div€muo*. I do not know Rubicano^s answer; but I 
assure y«u that our two little animals are very frolic* 
pome in the stable,, to tbe great satis^faction dd caro 
signore f. 

S^ROM M. DB SEVIGKS. 

It is true that I received great satisfaction from the 
two Iktle horses being again in good health in their 
stable ; and still more, from your sister-in-law having 
quite recovered from her fall, after a head-ache for 
two days : such little accidents are useful, to make ufs 

* Tell me, gentle steed, what is become of Rinaldo, thy dear lord. 
t Of tiitlf dear lord. 
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know the yalue of being relieved firom them. I ibink^ 
my beaatifttl little sister, that you are not sufliciently 
affected at the king's goodness, in allowing you to sell 
your company. Here is your son promoted to the rank 
of a colonel, almost free of expense to you j he will 
have good winter-quarters, both as captain and colonel, 
till he finds some one who is disposed to give him 1 2,000 
livres. ^ This is all, I think, that you could hav£ wished 
for upon the occasion. And what better could yon 
desire for Paulina, than to see her honourably settled 
kt your estate of Avignon, with a lover who adores her/ 
knd who was the first that sung her praises, and made 
her name known in .foreign lands ? Adieu, my charm* 
ing little sister. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TH^ YOUNGER. 

I SWEAR to you, my dear sister, that I will never leave 
inadame de Sevigne again; I fall down, 1 am over^ 
turned, my head is broken, the moment I leave her 
protection: but I am much more sensible to the pro- 
sperities of my "pretty cousin, than tx) my own little mis- 
fortunes. I wish Paulina's days may be woven witli 
gold and silk, but not that she may pass them with her 
Roman lover.. 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE CONl'iNUES. 

€ouLANGES has written me a long entertaining letter ; 
he must have written to you at the same time. He has 
sent me some verses, which I honour; for he intro- 
duces in them all the glorious periods of Home, which 
I also honour; he is cheerful, contented, and the fa^ 
vourite of M. de Turenne*. How do you like this 

• Louis de U Tour, prince de Turciinc, died oq the 4th of Augwsi, 
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■ante? He is in love with Paulina> requests the pope's 
leave to marry her, and entreats his holiness to give him 
Avignon, which he will restore to your family; she 
will be caUed the countess of Avignon. At length, 
he says, that old age surrounds him : he doobts of some 
things On account 6f certain calculations; but he main-^ 
tains that he is not sensible of it, either bodily or men- 
tally ; and I, in turn, assure you that I feel as he does^ 
and that I do myself justice only by reflection. < I am 
more uneasy about your health than my own. How 
comes it; my dear child, that you are afflicted witti 
^ colic, which compels you to keep your bed ? Ydu were 
not so ill at Pariis; would liot the waters Paulina took 
this summer be of service to you ? I heard at Boorde* 
lot, that the waters of Forges, with cooling medicines^ 
are infinitely preferable to hot medicines, which thicken 
the blood, and add fuel to fire. You will, perhaps, 
laugh at these reflections; but do not treat them light-^ 
ly> you who reason better than all the faculty :- take 
coffee also into consideration ; do you think it was in« 
jurious to you? This is dictated by my friendship and 
ignorance, and has no authority but experience. 

I am very glad that you will have the chevalier's 
company this winter ; you stand in heed of this com- 
fort: not because he sees my letters, this is a distem- 
pered taste ; nor that it may pay my court to him; but 
he has applied the hundred thousand livres exactly in 
the way he ought to do; it was the intention of the 
founders to give him the means of pushing his fortune, 
and to turn his military taste to good account. He 
lias fulfilled his duty in this respect; and, with regard 
to reputation, has surpassed the most sanguine expecta-. 

1692, of the wounds he had received the preceding day in the battle of 
Stciukirk. He was. at Rome in 16S9. 
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lions : I tey this without intendivig to dUpkase hifti ; lie 
hat found as much money as he has been able to spend* 
though far short of what he deserved ; but he would 
not even have remained here^ if God had not stopped 
him short in his career; and it b for his mdancholy 
fiite that the marquis is to be pitied; for if it had been 
allowed its full extend our child would have required no 
Other assistance; but we must return to God submts-* 
•ively, attd follow your maxims. 

I ask you a thousand pardons^ chevalier^ for what I 
have taken the liberty of saying ; why do you read my 
letters? Do I speak to ^t^ f 

What say you to all the fine plate of the duchess da 
Lude, and tliat of many others, following the king's to 
the mint ? The king's apartments have thrown three 
millions into trade, which all together must make a great 
drculatioo. Madame de Chaulnes has sent her tltbles, 
with her two candlestick- stands, and her beautiful gilt 
toilet. The abb6 Bigorr£ has sent me the edict, with 
the increase in the vakie of money ; ah ! this it is that 
will enrich you» supposing your coffers are full. I 
have just written to M, de Lamoignon ; I was willing 
to practise this stratagem, and ccmtent myself with a 
eompUment ; but I have repealed. 

Our readings are delightful. We have Abbadie *, and 
the History of the Church ; this is marrying the luto to 
^ voice. You are not fond of wagers ; I know not 
bow we could captivate 3^u a whole winter here. You 
skim lightly, and are not fond of history ; and we b^ve 
BO pleasure but when we are attached to our subject^ 
and make it 3 business. Sometimes, by way of change^ 
wie read les petifes LsUr^s of Pascal ; good heavens ! how 

^ Author of la Ferity de la Religion Chretitrme, 
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delightful tbey are^ and how well my son reads them! 
I constantly think of nly daughter, and how worthy 
of her this extreme i>ropriety of reasoning would be : 
but your brother says, you find that it is always the 
same thing: ah! so much the better; can there be a 
more perfect style, more finely wrought, more delicate 
unaffected raillery, or more nearly allied to the dia- 
logue* of Plato, which are so very beautiful? And 
when, after the first ten letters^ he addresses himself to 
thie R. P.S, what seriousness ! what solidity! what force! 
what eloquence ! what a loye of God and of truth ! what 
a way of supporting it, and of making it understood ! 
All this is to be found in the last eight letters, which 
are very di£ferent from the former. I am persuaded 
you never did more than glance over them, selecting 
the most beautiful passages ; but they should be read 
leisurely. Tell me whether the marquis will not have 
good winter-quarters ; this will be a consolation. I do 
not think that the chevalier will quite desert this regi- 
ment, or that M. de Montegut will discontinue his good 
advice to the young colonel. 



END OF THE EIGHTH VOLUME. 
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